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FOREWORD

This Is your chance to win . . . vote wisely!

ON AUGUST 12, 2021, you will have the
chance to cast your vote and choose your
next president, member of parliament, mayor
or council chairperson, and councillor.

This election will decide who will get to run
the country for the nextfive years. Whichever
party wins will be empowered to make
decisions that could affect your employment,
education, healthcare, housing and much
more. We strongly encourage you to register
as a voter, cast your vote, and do so wisely.

This election will det
destiny for a generation. It is our individual
and collective opportunity to set our country
on a revolutionary path and establish a more
just, fair and humane society 1 a socialist
Zambia. Our manifesto takes the most radical

and honest approach to our problems, their
causes and solutions.

This is our chance to meaningfully tackle
hunger, disease, ignorance and poverty by
prioritising education, health and peasant
agriculture. This is our chance to genuinely
tackle the problems of poor water supply and
sanitation, housing, food, roads and jobs,
across the width and breadth of our country.

Our manifesto sets out how the Socialist
Party government will transform Zambia over
the next five years, and the values which will
propel it.

Human identity is made up in part of
beliefs about how to live; what is admirable,
worthwhile, precious, and shameful.

These are not abstract notions, but are
better understood as parts of who we are,
distinctions that guide us through the world
as surely as a sense of up and down or near
and far. And they are full of consequences.
We decide which chances are worth taking,
which attachments worth making, which
tedious tasks are worth the reward. Making
our choices count is, however, far from
straightforward.

To live well requires two things: we need to
face our choices with clarity, and we need the
power to make choices that matter.

The current economic, social and political
order denies us the power to make important
choices, since we are each, to varying
degrees, compelled to spend our time on
things that we do
carry meaning for us.

not c h

This manifesto offers us the chance to
break away from the torturesome path we
have travelled over the last three decades of
neoliberal capitalist experiments that have
landed us in poverty and despair.

Your party T the Socialist Party 1 stands
a very good chance of winning. And you
must wi n, because
yourselves, nobody can do for you.

Fred MO membe
President of the Socialist Party

what vy
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We are a party of the
humble, by the humble,
for the humble
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WE ARE a party devoted to the humble,
the poor; to fighting against abuse,
injustice, and the degradation of human
beings.

Our manifesto demonstrates the tragedy
of our humble masses, the untainted,
ordinary people 1 students, nurses, clinical
officers, doctors, peasant farmers, small
business people, maids, security guards,
cleaner s,
farm labourers, agriculture extension
officers, police officers, soldiers and security
personnel, construction workers, fisher folk,
preachers, civil servants and other public
workers, retirees, the unemployed and many
others. And we do so with an economy of
data and explanation, since we know that
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many of our people are busy trying to make
ends meet, and have little time in the midst of
weighty problems. It is written, moreover, in
simple, straightforward language.

Many will find this manifesto an exact
portrait of the distressing difficulties they
each face today.

garden 6boys 6, Andasjapaditicad partytwe 2alise thats |

the masses are decisive, they areextremely
irritated and disconnected. But they do not
seem to understand the social essence of
the problem, they are confused. They are
attributing unemployment, poverty, lack of
schools, hospitals, job opportunities, and
housing i almost everything in fact 1 to




administrative corruption, embezzlement,
and the perversity of politicians.

And many political parties are harnessing
much of this discontent, yet they are not
blaming the capitalist system and imperialism
for it. We would say this is because we have
been taught a third religion: the religion of
respect for, and gratitude to, capitalism since
our enslavement some 400 years ago.

The people are confused, but they are also
desperate and able to fight and move in a
given direction. The people have to be led to
the road of change, of revolution, by stages,
step by step, until they have achieved full
political consciousness and confidence in
their future.

Thisis where the Socialist Party comesiin,
to explain everything 1 the injustice, poverty,
unemployment, political corruption, and
ruthless exploitationi to everybody candidly,
in order to lead the people in a revolutionary
direction.

We cannot meaningfully talk of democracy
in a society divided between Kwa (areas
where the poor live) and Ku (residential
areas for the rich), where there are terrible
inequalities, and where people are not
guaranteed even their basic human rights.
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/No matter how
enormous the
ifficulties, nomatter
hOow complex the task,
there can be no room
for pessimism
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The Zamblan masses
will deliver justice,
eqguity and peace to

themselves



WE HAVE no alternative but to struggle if
we wish to harbour any hope for survival.
Only with tremendous effort can we face a
future that objectively appears desperate
and sombre.

The humble Zambian masses are the force
that can make the construction of a more

just, fair and humane society 1 a revolutionary
transformed Zambia i possible. As such, the
Socialist Party manifesto is anchored on the
Zambian masses delivering justice, equity and
peace to themselves.

Since 1991, Zambians have been subjected
to a neoliberal global programme that aims
at redistribution of wealth from workers
to capital, wages to profits, and from
the poor to the rich. The strategies have
included the rolling back ofw o r k eghts 6
through neoliberal labour reforms, taking
awayp e o p doeeieignty, privatisation of
public assets, and restrictions on freedom
ofthe press, association, and expression.
This has led to a widening of inequality,
increased poverty, conflicts, expropriation,
andthe increasing barbarisation of human
relationships.

In 15 years from now, we will have a
population of some 28 million. This is
11 million more than today. Around 30
years from now, we will have 24 million
more people to take care of. The greatest
majority (over 60 per cent) of this fast-
growing population will be under 25 years
old. A growing and youthful population
will, therefore, continue to come of age in
a time with no, or minimal, job and housing
prospects;anabsence ofsocialserviceslike
health, recreation, and limited opportunities
to better educate itself and gainnew
skills. Zambia will, therefore, be socially
fragmented, politically disenfranchised, with
an extremely poor populace dispossessed
from its land, resources and heritage i and
people at war with each other.

Zambia stands at the brink of a major
catastrophe. The greed, corruption, and
cruelty of the capitalist ruling class have taken
away any hope that neoliberal capitalism
can deliver to the masses of our people. The
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only logical option is for the Zambian masses
to unite under their own Socialist Party, win
political power and secure justice, equity and
peace for themselves and for generations to
come.

We share the bitter feeling of impotence
that many have in the face of such problems,
and the instability in their lives to which
these problems give rise. So gloomy are
the realities and prospects for the future
viewed as a whole, that they could generate
pessimism and discouragement if we were
not sure of our aims. They are bitter pills
to swallow, but if we are to face up to the
realities, we have to first become aware of
them.

The value systems that Zambians had atone
time hoped to create for their country; those
of equity, non-violence, a sense of justice
and national unity, are becoming a distant
vision. Instead, today, Zambia has become
a shameful example of how capitalism
is creating and reproducing itself under
conditions of extreme injustice, inequity and
state-sponsored violence. If nothing is done
to address this decay, a total collapse of the
social, political, cultural and economic life of
Zambia as we know it, or might have hoped it
to be, is imminent.

We do not have, nor do we think anyone
has, magic remedies for such difficult,
complex, and apparently insoluble problems.
History shows, however, that no problem
has ever been solved until it has become a
tangible reality of which everyone is aware.
Today, our people are faced with the most
serious and anguishing situations ever known
to them. But no matter how enormous the
difficulties, no matter how complex the task,
there can be no room for pessimism. That
would be to renounce all hope and resign
ourselves to final defeat.

This manifesto outlines the values, as well
as the economic, political and governance,
required.
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FOR US, there is no choice between being
principled and unelectable; and electable
and unprincipled. We should win because
of what we believe in.

A new and complex era such as this requires
principles more than ever. It requires a lot
more awareness. This awareness is built by
adding experiences of the past and present
together with a vision of an anticipated future.
It has to be built by adding together all
revolutionary thoughts, the best ethical and
humane ideas of all authentic religions, the
sum total of the preaching of many political
thinkers, of many progressive schools of
thought.

Political ideas are worthless if they are
not inspired by noble, selfless sentiments.
Likewise, noble sentiments are worthless if
they are not based on correct and fair ideas.

We have chosen to defend certain
principles that are of tremendous value at
a time of confusion and opportunism in our
country and in the world, a time when many
politicians are feathering their own nests.

Zambians are going to build a new society i
a socialist Zambia i anchored on the values of
equity, honesty, humility and solidarity.

Zambians will thrive best in a decent
community of people with principles,
standards, common aims and values.

3.1 Equity

You do not suffer just because you are
getting fewer calories than required. There

is another sort of suffering; social inequality,
which makes you feel constantly debased and
humiliated as a second-class citizen in your
own country.

Inequality has divided our country into
two nations 7 the Kwa and Ku nations i the
nations of the poor and the well-to-do. As
such, we cannot truly speak of One Zambia,
One Nation.

Those who live in Kwa have poor water
supply, sanitation, shelter, nutrition, schools,
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healthcare, roads, and very high rates of
unemployment. Those who live in Ku have
the best of everything.

And whereas in the pastit was easy to move
from Kwa to Ku, today it is very difficult to
do so. In those days, all one needed was to
work very hard at school, college or university.
Today, hard work is not a guarantee that one
will finish school, college or university. It is
money that determines that, the ability to pay
school, college or university fees.

If you are born in Kwa, it is highly unlikely
you will marry someone from Ku. Where
are you going to meet? You live in different
places, you go to different schools, churches,
shopping centres, places of entertainment,
and even bury your dead in different
graveyards.

Tounite our people in
nat il @niour cry in our national anthem
T will require equity of access to necessities
such as education, healthcare, water,
housing, sanitation, transportation, physical
security, land and food. Most, such as health,
education, and physical security, should be
public goods, and others should at least be
distributed according to the level of need in
ordertoensure accessforall. Zambian society
is along way from realising this requirement.

The rich -vaarvied Adtiamdar d

and services, whereasthe poor masses have
access to poor-quality services or none at all.
There should be no such gap.

The Zambian masses are suffering from
poverty, injustice, humiliation and inequality.
This suffering is both material and moral.
Even when no one lives in absolute poverty,
the existence of a glaring disparity in income
levels indicates an intolerable imbalance in
the way wealth and resources are distributed,
where average rural poverty is 76.6 per
cent. Western Province has poverty levels
of 82.2 per cent, Luapula Province 81.1
per cent, Northern Province 79.7 per cent,
Eastern Province 70 per cent, North Western
Province 66.4 per cent, Southern Province
57.6 per cent, Central Province 56.2 per
cent, Copperbelt Province 30.8 per centand
Lusaka Province 20.2 percent.



In a compassionate society, there should be
no differences in outcomes based on factors
for which people cannot be held responsible.
Zambia has one of the worst situations
globally. There is a glaring gap between the
rich and poor. Between 2010 and 2015, the
Gini coefficient increased from 0.65 to 0.69.
This is a very high rate of income inequality.
It is volatile and dangerous for national
development.

It could be argued, of course, that those
who enjoy the highest level of income have
achieved it through hard work, and that
they deserve the benefits of their efforts,
regardless of the poverty afflicting others.
There are many reasons to reject this
argument.

Firstly, from a religious point of view. It is
sinful to keep for oneself an overabundance
of wealth when o n es@sters and brothers
are suffering, and even dying for want of
simple necessities. In such a situation, it is of

no consequence how and why some people
come to be excessively wealthy while others
starve. Distributive justice demands that
sufficient sharing takes place to ensure the
basic needs of all are met.

Secondly, even if the demands of charity
are rejected, and were it possible to argue
that those enjoying excessive wealth are fully
justified in doing so, commonsense dictates
that our society cannot prosper under such
conditions.

The good of each of us in the long term is
secured and promoted by the common good.
Failure to do so can only precipitate social
instability and threaten the wellbeing of all,
rich and poor.

History aboundswithinstanceswhere the
rich and powerful have brought about their
own downfall by refusing to recognise in
good time the legitimate demands of the
poor. And as long as this gap remains at its
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