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Our New
Year’s 
pledge
to you

Minerals deal 
destroys hope 
for generations

Surrender to
to the US is
a disgrace,
treachery,
betrayal
Socialist staff reporter

THE GOVERNMENTS of 
Zambia and Congo have sur-
rendered the supply chain 
and production of copper and 
cobalt to American control 
in a deal described by So-
cialist Party President Fred 
M’membe as a “disgrace, 
treachery” and “betrayal”.

Party General Secretary Cos-
mas Musheke Musumali said, 
“With this capitulation, the hope 
of a Pan-African owned and con-
trolled electric car project is bur-
ied for generations to come.

“Using the occasion of the US-
African summit, a memorandum 
of understanding was signed that 
will have a long-term impact on 
the control of the resources and 
technologies of the 21st century.”

Dr Musumali said, “Here is 
what US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had to say in a triumphant 
and excited state:

“Well, good afternoon every-
one.  I am extremely pleased to 
be joined by Congolese President 
Tshisekedi, with my friend the for-
eign minister as well – very good 
to see you – and the president of 
Zambia, Hichilema – also my col-
league here today.  We have as 
well the minister of commerce 
from both – from Zambia – the 
vice prime minister from the DRC, 
and the Under Secretary of State for 

l Turn to Page 4

Taking a leaf out of Sankara’s book

THIS is a sacred and beau-
tiful time for contempla-
tion, celebration, and new 
beginnings.

This is our promise 
to you: the Socialist 
Party must and will be a 
party that represents all our 
people across Zambia, to 
challenge poverty, inequal-
ity and injustice wherever 
we find it.

The Socialist Party must 
and will be a party that 
defends our homeland’s 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity from imperialists, 
transnational corporations 
and their puppets, lackeys, 
sell-outs and agents. 

But we can’t do this 
alone, we need your help to 
make the Socialist Party a 
strong, representative and 
vibrant party.

We hope to usher in a 
happy and peaceful New 
Year with the people, and 
to campaign for our shared 
values of peace, justice and 
equity.

We wish you all a very 
Happy New Year.

We also wish all fraternal 
socialists, working class 
parties and progressive 
peace-loving people across 
the world success in the 
struggle for peace, health, 
human and democratic 
rights, and social justice in 
the coming year.

Fred M’membe, 
Socialist Party President

THE SOCIALIST Student Movement (SSM) launched a 
Pan-Africanism Today Thomas Sankara tree-planting 
initiative last month.

Taking inspiration from the example of Sankara, who 
was born on December 21, 1949, SSM is planning to 
plant 10 million trees over the next two years.

Members of other youth organisations throughout 
the continent, who attended the first Pan-Africanism 
Today youth conference and training camp in Bela 
Bela, South Africa, will join them. 

To celebrate Sankara’s birthday, SSM hosted a virtu-
al dialogue on his life and legacy, and the tree-planting 
initiative named after him.

When he was president of Burkina Faso, Sankara 
established a variety of different schemes through 
the country’s People Development Programme to get 
people planting trees to halt deforestation and push 
back the encroachment of the Sahara Desert – 10.5 mil-
lion trees were planted in 15 months.

“The desert is at our gates, it’s already upon us, 
ready to engulf us,” he warned.

The first of SSM’s 10 million trees were planted at the 
Chris Hani School in Lusaka on Christmas Eve.

Socialist Party General Secretary and First Vice-
President Cosmas Musheke Musumali donated 20 
neem trees to get the campaign off to a good start.

Above: Members of the Socialist Student Movement. Below: Socialist Party General Secretary Cosmas Musumali donates neem trees 

Fred M’membe, President 
of the Socialist Party

https://www.facebook.com/PanAfricanismToday?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV9Q1LKWLRfK_SO48dxFxYkFTovfx6wvyQJNk2Hp125iT7nw3DkY7hkHioHSS3HWDxXf9bqrYv7eTKamCzwE4j5_7O7LatDf6-OdrXTG12MhXu-P_9Xw5uF_-cYaF8YGYMp9FvU9YAQoCTr8R9VjrHPWIq0yuAG9k30O-oJbcEl_8PkUdqiS_N_T9OkEYLHiFc&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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We’re the 
laughing 
stock of
Africa
Retreat from this lackey 
and puppet mentality
Socialist staff reporter

IN MARCH the United States 
will co-host the second Sum-
mit for Democracy with the 
governments of Costa Rica, 
the Netherlands, Republic 
of Korea, and Republic of 
Zambia.

“But what democracy can the 
United States government really 
promote or advance for an Af-
rican country?” Socialist Party 
President Fred M’membe asks.

“How many of our elected lead-
ers and governments has the Unit-
ed States killed and toppled?

“On February 24, 1966, the 
fate of Africa was irrevocably al-
tered when the United States CIA 
sponsored a coup d’état against 
Dr Kwame Nkrumah, the elected 
Prime Minister of Ghana and Pan-
Africanist visionary, who was 
voted “Africa’s Man of the Millen-
nium”.  At least 1,600 Ghanaians 
died in the coup.

“In 1999, these claims were con-
firmed when the US government 
declassified the Western-orches-
trated plot to get rid of the man 
who was, “doing more to under-
mine our interests than any other 
black African”.

Subversion
Dr M’membe said the US gov-

ernment was determined to depose 
Dr Nkrumah before he managed 
to unite Africa under one govern-
ment, working with allies such as 
Great Britain and Canada to fi-
nance, mastermind, and guide the 
coup.

“According to the US State De-
partment at the time, Nkrumah’s 
‘overpowering desire to export his 
brand of nationalism unquestion-
ably made Ghana one of the fore-
most practitioners of subversion in 
Africa’.

“They were behind the toppling 
and assassination of Patrice Lu-
mumba, the elected Prime Minister 
of Congo.

“Files of importance to the CIA 
mission to assassinate Lumumba 
include the 1975-76 US Senate 
Church Committee’s investiga-
tion of CIA assassination plots 
against Lumumba, the report of a 
Belgian parliamentary inquiry in 
2001, Congo Station Chief Larry 
Devlin’s 2007 memoir, and the 
long-awaited appearance in 2013 
of a ‘retrospective’ Congo volume 
in the State Department’s Foreign 
Relations of the United States se-
ries, which contains extensive CIA 
operational documents from the 
1960s.

“They played a key role in the 
toppling and assassination of 
Muamar Gaddafi. The list is long, 
and their endless efforts at regime 

change in Zimbabwe are well 
known. To this very day they are 
still seeking regime change there.”

Dr M’membe said that since 
the 19th century, the United States 
government had participated and 
interfered in – both overtly and co-
vertly – the replacement of several 
foreign governments.

“In the latter half of the 19th 
century, the US government ini-
tiated actions for regime change 
mainly in Latin America and the 
southwest Pacific, including the 
Spanish-American and Philippine-
American wars.

“At the onset of the 20th centu-
ry, the United States shaped or in-
stalled governments in many coun-
tries around the world, including 
neighbours Panama, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Haiti, and the 
Dominican Republic.

“The United States expanded the 
geographic scope of its actions be-
yond traditional area of operations, 
Central America and the Caribbe-
an. Significant operations includ-
ed the United States and United 
Kingdom-orchestrated 1953 Ira-
nian coup d’état, the 1961 Bay 
of Pigs Invasion targeting Cuba, 
and support for the overthrow of 
Sukarno by General Suharto in 
Indonesia. In addition, the US has 
interfered in the national elections 
of countries, including Italy in 
1948, the Philippines in 1953, 
Japan in the 1950s and 1960s and 
Lebanon in 1957. According to 
one study, the US performed at 
least 81 overt and covert known 
interventions in foreign elections 
during the period 1946-2000. Ac-
cording to another study, the US 
engaged in 64 covert and six overt 
attempts at regime change.

Embarrassing
“The United States has led or 

supported wars to determine the 
governance of a number of coun-
tries – Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya 
and Syria.

“Again, what democracy can 
the United States really teach us or 
advance in our poor countries?

“This is the country the Zam-
bian government of Mr Hakainde 
Hichilema has hired itself to as a 
puppet. What shame! What an em-
barrassment!

“What democracy are they ad-
vancing or promoting with the 
United States? The AFRICOM 
type of democracy!

“We urge them to retreat from 
this embarrassing neocolonial 
mentality and imperialist puppet, 
lackey behaviour.

“They are stripping our country 
and our people of the anti-impe-
rialist badge of honour they have 
worn since independence. For 
what? We have become the conti-
nent’s laughing stock,” he said. 

Call for action on brown streak threat
A VERY, very dark cloud of hunger hangs 
over the heads of our people in Luapula, 
Northern and Muchinga provinces, Socialist 
Party President Fred M’membe says.

Writing on Facebook, Dr M’membe said a 
disease called brown streak was destroying 
their crops of cassava, leaving them help-
less and vulnerable to hunger.

“Brown streak (pictured above) is a 
disease that affects the cassava crop and 
was first detected in Luapula and Northern 
provinces in 2017,” he said.

“Cassava Brown Streak Disease (CBSD) 
is really going to pose major challenge 
to food security in these provinces. This 
disease destroys the leaves and roots of 
cassava. This affects both the leaves used 
as a vegetable (katapa) and the roots used 
for mealie meal (to cook nshima). 

“Cassava is the second most economi-
cally important crop in Zambia after maize 
and is widely grown in Luapula, Northern, 
Muchinga, North-Western and Western prov-
inces and in parts of Lusaka and Central 
provinces. And not less than 30 per cent 

of our population depend on cassava as a 
staple crop and as a source of income.

“The first incidences of this disease were 
reported in the northern districts of Chienge 
(Luapula Province) and Kaputa (Northern 
Province) more than five years ago but very 
little, if nothing, has been done to curb its 
spread. 

“With the changes in climate that have 
affected a lot of cereal crops, cassava is a 
crop to fall back on because it is drought 
resistant and is able to withstand floods. 
Hence the outbreak of CSBD should be 
handled with the seriousness it deserves.

“We have certainly not handled this 
disease tenaciously like we should handle 
all serious crop diseases. With the poor 
fertiliser distribution for maize cultivation 
this year, families in Luapula, Northern and 
Muchinga provinces are going to have very 
serious food shortages this coming year. 

“Luapula, with a poverty level of 81.1 per 
cent, is the second poorest province in our 
country. What is going to be the situation of 
this already very poor people with this big 

cassava crop failure? Increased inadequate 
nutrition is going to lead to higher and 
higher child mortality. In fact, nearly half of 
all deaths of children under five in Luapula 
are attributable to undernutrition. More 
and more children are going to suffer from 
wasting, the most life-threatening form of 
malnutrition.

“The situation is no different in Northern 
and Muchinga provinces, where the poverty 
levels are 79.7 per cent and 69.3 per cent 
respectively. 

“We are therefore calling for early coor-
dinated, collective action to address this 
looming, in most cases already arrived, food 
and nutrition crisis in Luapula, Northern and 
Muchinga provinces. Emergency measures 
are urgently needed to pull our people in 
these provinces back from the brink, and 
longer-term action is crucial to create more 
sustainable agrifood systems.

“And breeding cassava varieties confer-
ring resistance to CBDS is the best option 
to curtail the spread of the disease and 
increase food security in these provinces.” 

SOCIALIST Party Copperbelt 
youth league training coordinator 
Joseph Kangwa says the UPND 
government cannot solve the so-
ciopolitical crisis the Zambian 
people face because of its adher-
ence to neoliberal capitalism.

Writing in a Facebook post, he 
said 2022 had been a very difficult 
year for poor Zambians, economi-
cally, socially and politically.

“The country is facing a socio-
political and ideological crisis, 
which has its roots in the problems 
caused by neoliberal capitalism.

“The problems include mass 
poverty, high levels of inequity 
and injustice, low per capita in-
come, political instability, system-
ic violence, and structural unem-
ployment,” he said.

“The UPND government has 
no answers to these problems be-
cause solutions cannot come from 
within the capitalist system that 
President Hakainde Hichilema 
represents and adores.

“The people of Zambia need 
to look for different sociopolitical 
and ideological solutions . . . and 
the only system that can stand up 
against the suffering of working-
class people is socialism.

“We stand for a system that is 
based on the real virtues of equity 
and solidarity. Not only that, but 
it also focuses on the need for an 
inner transformation of greed into 
generosity, selfishness into selfless 
service, arrogance into humility, 
and hate into love.”

UPND govt
cannot solve
Zambia’s
problems

Minimum wages are still unable to 
help the majority of poor families
WHILE the push for higher mini-
mum wages is made with good 
intentions, the unpleasant reality 
is that in our current circumstances 
minimum wage increases don’t 
help the poor that much, Socialist 
Party President Fred M’membe 
says.

“The minimum wage applies 
to only a small percentage of the 
workforce and despite the heat 
it generates as a policy question, 
raising the minimum wage doesn’t 
actually help many people. Other 
interventions may actually have 
a greater impact on poverty for a 
greater number of people,” he said.

“The minimum wage is the low-
est wage rate that an employer can 
legally pay its employees and is a 

core labour standard. The mini-
mum wage has remained more or 
less stagnant for many years. 

“And while the minimum wage 
was never truly a living wage, over 
time it has done less to reflect the 
true value of workers and no lon-
ger supports families in a way that 
promotes health and keeps them 
out of poverty.

“Employees working full-time 
at the minimum wage cannot af-
ford basic necessities, such as 
food, housing, transportation, and 
basic medical prescriptions in any 
location across the country.

“The recently announced mini-
mum wage increases are necessary 
and well-intentioned. However, 
even those amounts are inadequate 

to truly support working families. 
Additionally, it would need to ad-
just regularly to keep pace with 
cost of living increases.

“Families across the width and 
breadth of our country are working 
hard and struggling to get by. Wage 
increases are long overdue. Living 
wage should be the starting point 
in the conversation about wages.

“This conversation, of course, 
will lead to questions that go be-
yond just wages, to engage the 
public in considering what it really 
means to ‘live’, what quality of life 
should be accessible to all, and the 
need for affordable access to food, 
clean water, safe housing and more 
for all our people to have a safe 
and healthy life.” 

Freedom of expression is under siege
COPPERBELT training coordinator Faston Mwale 
says the storming of a radio station by unruly UPND 
cadres and forcible hounding of Chilufya Tayali out of 
Chingola “cannot pass without comment”.

“One of the highly self-praised achievements of 
the UPND government since coming to power is that 
‘rabid cadreism’ is now history. People from many 
different backgrounds have vigorously opposed this 
claim,” he said.

“The harassment of journalists and obnoxious 
disruption by UPND cadres of a programme that 
featured Chilufya Tayali reinforces the widespread 
view that the sickness of cadreism has not been cured, 
contrary to claims by UPND leaders. 

“We must remind the leadership that claims of 
unfettered freedom of speech and the end of cadreism 
sound fine, but what is being lost sight of is that with-
out serious guarantees these fine sounding phrases 
are hollow. If things are better why then is freedom of 
expression constantly under siege? We demand that 

the UPND cadres who stormed the Kokolliko FM Ra-
dio Station and harassed Mr Tayali, President of the 
Economic Equity Party, be arrested and charged.

“If the UPND leadership remains silent on this 
issue, citizens must find ways to demand a serious 
guarantee for the protection of their unassailable free-
doms and rights. It is evident that given the rapidly 
declining popularity of the ruling UPND, the party is 
fated to become the most ill-famed party in Zambia’s 
political history.

“The unbridled appetite for material prestige and 
brazen display of lust for symbols of personal glory 
by our leaders in government are to a large mea-
sure responsible for psyching our young people into 
committing crimes in a bid to seek recognition and 
acknowledgement from the powers that be.

“As along as our leaders fail both to moderate 
themselves and live exemplary lives, some of our 
youths will live under the illusion that harassing citi-
zens in the name of the party is worthy of reward.”
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Bwalya delivers end-of-the-year 
Socialist Party progress report

Spokesman gives
updates on a range
of issues, including:

l Membership drive
l By-elections and
political violence
l Self-serving laws
l Mining taxes and
the IMF loan
l UPND’s failed election 
promises
l FISP and fertilisers
l Cost of living and 
political arrogance

Socialist Party spokesperson Frank Bwalya delivers the end-of-2022 report on the party’s progress and achievements 

Socialist staff reporter

SOCIALIST Party spokes-
person Frank Bwalya has 
delivered a “progress report” 
on the party’s achievements, 
saying it is important to ad-
dress all Zambians rather than 
just members because SP is “a 
movement by the people and 
for the people”. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Kitwe, Bwalya said, 
“Dear friends from the media, the 
Fourth Estate, as the year 2022 
comes to a close, we have called 
you so that through you we can 
update the Zambian people about 
the progress our party has been 
making. Some people may won-
der why we wish to give the Zam-
bian public a kind of progress 
report instead of giving it only to 
our members, who are interested 
parties.

“Our response is simple. The So-
cialist Party Zambia is a movement 
by the people and for the people. It 
is a people party. It was formed for 
the people of Zambia as an alterna-
tive government, a government in 
waiting inspired by socialist values 
of equity, honesty, humility, and 
solidarity. As an alternative govern-
ment, the Socialist Party Zambia 
and all opposition political parties 
are expected to champion the pub-
lic good by providing checks and 
balances. This entails promoting 
transparency and accountability in 
the conduct of public affairs.”

Training
Bwalya said all Zambians were 

stakeholders in political parties, in-
cluding the Socialist Party.

“This is not only because the ex-
istence of opposition political par-
ties makes multiparty democracy 
work in Zambia, but because we 
are major players in the governance 
system in terms of keeping the gov-
ernment and state institutions in 
check.

“We therefore wish to report that 
the Socialist Party Zambia under 
the leadership of Comrade Dr Fred 
M’membe has made tremendous 
progress in growing the member-
ship base.

“The party has been implement-
ing a robust programme of mem-
bership mobilisation throughout the 
country with a lot of attention paid 
to recruitment and the training of 
leaders at various levels. The party 
has been well received and we be-
lieve that come the end of 2023, it 
will have been transformed into a 
formidable political force.” 

Bwalya said the Socialist Party 
Zambia had participated in by-elec-
tions, sending a clear signal that it 
deserved to be taken seriously, de-
spite the political environment.

“Zambians have seen for them-
selves the violence and manipula-

tion that the ruling United Party 
for National Development, UPND, 
has sponsored and encouraged,” he 
said. “Our party has been a victim 
of this violence, intimidation and 
manipulation by the UPND, the 
worst being the attack on our cam-
paign centre in Luangwa. Our ve-
hicles were badly damaged and our 
innocent members locked up by the 
police for more than six days with-
out charge.

“As Dr M’membe has repeat-
edly said, we love our country and 
want it to succeed, with or without 
us. Despite all the challenges and 
violence directed at us, our party 
has not relented and we never will. 
We have a duty to our country and 
ourselves to make it a better place. 
We will continue to participate in 
by-elections and to play our role of 
providing checks and balances and 
speaking for the Zambian people.

“We have alerted Zambians 
about the self-serving laws of  Mr 
Hichilema’s government, such as 
the Securities (Amendment) Bill 
No.23 of 2022. We have also con-
demned the sacrificing of Zambia’s 
independence and sovereignty in 
exchange for selfish commercial in-
terests by those in government, who 
have chosen to hire themselves out 
as puppets of foreign powers and 
interests.

“The Socialist Party Zambia has 
opposed the giving of tax holidays 

to mining companies thereby depriv-
ing our country of a fair share of our 
God-given resources. With the price 
of copper being high, we are losing 
a lot of money that could have made 
a huge difference to the lives of our 
people.

“In this vein, our party has con-
demned the contracting of a loan 
from the International Monetary 
Fund, IMF, when the government 
could have raised the money from the 
mines had it not made the reckless 
and selfish decision to offer senseless 
tax holidays.

Sharing
“Our leader Dr M’membe has 

provided strong and timely condem-
nation of the tribalism of the UPND 
government as revealed by its ap-
pointments, with people from only 
three regions of the country sharing 
all the key government ministries and 
state institutions. This has been ac-
companied by ruthless victimisation 
of civil servants from other regions 
under the guise of being members of 
the former ruling party.”

Bwalya said the Socialist Party had 
constantly reminded Mr Hichilema to 
honour his election promises.

“He needs to honour his word. Not 
all politicians are liars, but those who 
do not keep their word should be re-
minded and exposed. He promised to 
lower the cost of living but the cost 

of living has skyrocketed. The 
government tried to manipulate 
the inflation rate, but this is no 
longer possible. Our people can’t 
afford medicines when given a 
prescription to go and buy them 
from chemists. The price of fuel is 
constantly on the rise contrary to 
the promise by Mr Hichilema to 
lower it using a formula that made 
rounds when he was campaigning 
ahead of the August 2021 general 
election.

“Our party has exposed the 
UPND government for having 
no discernible plan to grow the 
economy and strengthen the value 
of the Kwacha. As such, the Kwa-
cha has been losing its value con-
trary to the popular promise that 
it would appreciate within hours 
of Mr Hichilema being sworn 
in. The list of shameless lies and 
failures is endless, but allow me 
to touch on the issue of fertiliser.

“Mr Hichilema and his inept 
team again failed lamentably to 
deliver fertiliser to our people. In 
an attempt to conceal their cor-
ruption, they badly mismanaged 
FISP. They created confusion in 
the procurement process to fa-
cilitate single sourcing. In the 
end, our people who rely on FISP, 
have been left hopeless and des-
perate by our so-called new dawn 
government.

“What really is new about 

UPND? The lies never end. Mr 
Hichilema informed the nation that 
under his administration, farmers 
would be getting eight bags of fer-
tiliser each instead of the previous 
six. But the cooperatives have been 
getting less allocations of fertil-
iser, forcing them to share it using 
the popular measuring cane called 
meda. 

“Further, President Hichilema 
promised to reduce the price of 
fertiliser to K250, but the opposite 
has happened, with D-Compound 
fetching K1,250 or more. This sce-
nario has angered and depressed our 
people who thought Mr Hichilema 
was genuine. He really is fixing or-
dinary Zambians on this matter, and 
many similar matters. The Socialist 
Party Zambia has stood in solidarity 
with the people of Zambia, espe-
cially the poor and vulnerable.”

Depression

Bwalya said the party wanted to 
assure people that it would continue 
to speak for them.

“We will continue to expose the 
lies and manipulation of the UPND 
government and its evil plans to fa-
vour mining companies and other 
multinationals at the expense of or-
dinary Zambians,” he said.

“Against this background, we op-
pose the evil plan to convert the 20 

percent shares Zambia has in First 
Quantum Mine (FQM) into a three 
percent loyalty tax. This plan defies 
commonsense. The government has 
been saying that Zambia will be 
getting more money by asking for 
a lower percentage. This argument 
flies in the face of reason because 
the reality is different. As Socialist 
Party Zambia we urge all stake-
holders to oppose this transaction 
and other such transactions, which 
are being devised as a clean way to 
steal from the Zambian people by 
capitalists who don’t care about our 
suffering masses.

“There can be no Happy New 
Year because the cost of mealie 
meal is too high already, let alone 
the cost of other food stuffs, such as 
fish, chicken, meat and even veg-
etables. We will be in the dark be-
cause of the planned long hours of 
load shedding. Moreover, the price 
of fuel is likely to go up again and 
people will fail to get on the bus or 
drive their vehicles to attend family 
gatherings. Many of our people will 
continue to die of depression as a 
result of a careless government.”

Bwalya said Zambians could see 
for themselves that Mr Hichilema 
lied to them and had no clear direc-
tion for the country.

“And instead of showing humil-
ity, UPND has responded with a 
kind of arrogance that we have nev-
er before witnessed in this country. 
You fail your own people and later 
to tell them ‘fimba upoke’ or ‘mu-
lenya mwalalapila’. This is not the 
way to lead.

“Going into the New Year, we 
fear that the UPND government 
will become more insecure, bru-
tal, and violent. It will restrict the 
democratic space to stop opposition 
groups from mobilising, thereby 
violating our rights to assemble, 
associate, and move freely. It will 
heighten abuse of the police and 
arrest those with dissenting views. 
We will see more destruction of our 
key state institutions by appointing 
partisan people, whose agenda will 
be to frustrate genuine criticism and 
demands for transparency and ac-
countability. We will also see grow-
ing corruption within its ranks. 

“We call on all Zambians to 
struggle with us for what is right. 
We have only one Zambia and one 
country we love. Standing on the 
side will not change things or make 
this country better. We are stronger 
together. Join us in the fight for a 
just, fair and equitable Zambia.

“God bless Mother Zambia.”

This ignorance is very worrying
PRESIDENT Hakainde Hichilema should make 
time and effort to read widely and, where possible, 
do some research, Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe says.

“His lack of understanding of important matters 
worries us greatly. Since when was Zambia a socialist 
state? We have never really veered away from capital-
ism since we were colonised in the late 1800s. Even 
under the honest and relatively progressive rule of Dr 
Kenneth Kaunda and UNIP, we were still under capi-
talism – with some elements of ‘state capitalism’.

“Mr Hichilema should know that Zambia has never 
experienced anything else other than capitalism. UNIP 
implemented socialist-inspired principles. The cre-
ation of free education, infrastructure development, 
creation of state-owned enterprises that employed 
many, some of which exist stand today, are as a result 
of having a human face towards national economic de-
velopment, which in itself is socialism.”

Dr M’membe said that if Mr Hichilema took some 
time to read, he would know that socialism was about 
a better life for all our people anchored on equity, 
solidarity, humility, and honesty. “And socialism has 
shown how poor nations can get out of poverty. Look 

at the achievements of Cuba, a country fought against 
and blockaded for more than 63 years. Without the 
minerals that Zambia has, Cuba had a GDP of around 
107.35 billion US dollars in 2020. GDP is an important 
indicator of a country’s economic power.

“GDP in Zambia was expected to reach 24 billion 
US dollars by the end of 2021. In the long-term, Zam-
bia’s GDP, which has been pursuing unbridled neolib-
eral capitalist policies for more than 30 years, is pro-
jected to trend around 27 billion US dollars next year, 
according to some econometric models.

“India’s socialist state of Kerala is leading in many 
economic and social indicators and scientific achieve-
ments. Whatever the attempts might be to credit Chi-
na’s achievements to capitalism, it is a great socialist 
state. And this what its leaders say. They attribute their 
economic successes to socialism.” 

Dr M’membe said the ignorant attempt to smear so-
cialism and socialists to hide leaders’ greed and corrup-
tion, and their quest to become billionaires, won’t do.

“No matter what they say or do, socialism will one 
day triumph in our homeland. Capitalism has failed 
our people for centuries. Let them show us where capi-
talism has succeeded in Africa.”

WARREN Mulenga, acting 
youth chairperson for the Cop-
perbelt, says youths must fight 
for an equitable and prosper-
ous society for all.

“We need to go back to the 
spirit of ubuntu ideology: ‘we 
are human only because of the 
humanity of others’,” he said.

“This is often referred to as 
the basis of socialism but has 
always been fought against 
by a group of greedy and evil 
individuals whose agenda is 
simply to keep the wealth of 
our land to themselves using 
well-coordinated, selfish politi-
cal and economic systems.

“The idea of championing 
justice, equity and peace for all 
is worth fighting for because, 
nichintu chabwino maningi.

“It is illogical for a tiny 
minority to have access to the 
productive resources of our 
country while the majority of 

our people are subjected to 
extreme forms of subsistence.

“It is our duty as youths to 
struggle for a fairer and more 
democratic system for the dis-
tribution of common wealth.

“As Socialist Party youths on 
the Copperbelt we will honour 
the efforts of our past leaders 
who died demanding respect 
and our wealth to be shared by 
the masses of our people.

“We, the youths of today, are 
heirs to the noble struggle for 
justice and equitable distribu-
tion of wealth. We must defeat 
and overcome all obstacles 
that prevent the fulfilment of 
our hope for a more decent and 
prosperous society.

“Long live the spirits of 
our forefathers, the revolu-
tionaries. Ba Kopala Yufi and 
beyond: how about joining the 
struggle to demand that which 
is yours?” 

We need to return to the 
spirit of ubuntu ideology
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US-AFRICA LEADERS SUMMIT 

l From Page 1

Economic Growth Jose Fernandez, all 
with us today to sign or witness the sign-
ing of a memorandum of understanding 
in which the US will support the DRC and 
Zambia in developing an electric vehicle 
value chain.

“I really want to commend the DRC 
and Zambia, their governments, for their 
leadership and vision in developing an 
electric vehicle battery council. This is 
the future, and it is happening in the 
DRC and in Zambia. The DRC produces 
more than 70 percent of the world’s co-
balt.  Zambia is the world’s sixth-largest 
copper producer, second-largest cobalt 
producer in Africa. Global demand for 
critical minerals is going to skyrocket in 
the next decades. The plan to develop 

an electric battery supply chain opens 
the door for the US and like-minded 
investment to keep more value added in 
Africa. Electric vehicles help reduce car-
bon emissions; they support the global 
response to the climate crisis.

“This memorandum of understanding 
that we’re about to sign signals the sup-
port by the US Government for what is 
a very important project between these 
two countries. Different government 
agencies, USAID, commerce, the Trade 
and Development Agency, are exploring 
technical assistance for the EV supply 
chain. Our EXIM Bank, the Development 
Finance Corporation, will be exploring 
financing and support mechanisms for 
investment in African electric vehicle 
value chains.

“So this is, I think, an important mo-

ment to take note of a truly important 
initiative for the future, not only of the 
DRC and Zambia, not only of Africa, 
but potentially the world, as more than 
anything we’re together in combating 
the climate crisis, together in develop-
ing new renewable sources of energy, 
together also in building our economies 
for the future. This is a part of it.

Wildfire
“So it’s an honour to be with my col-

leagues to be able to sign, and it’s an 
honour to have the presidents here to 
witness the signatures.”

Dr Musumali said that as the two 
African ministers, Kakubo (Zambia) 
and Lutundula (Congo) were appending 
their signatures to the memorandum 

of understanding, the news spread like 
wildfire through the corporate board-
rooms of American multinationals and 
financial houses.

“They are finally securing their 
future with billion dollar profits to be 
made. The puppet governments from 
Africa are delivering to their American 
masters. After all, there was uncertainty 
that China Molybdenum, which had pur-
chased the biggest copper and cobalt 
mine in the world (Tenke Fungurume 
in DRC) from an American company 
(Freeport MacMoran), could lead the 
global stage.

“The boardroom chats are now 
shifting towards using the momentum 
to deepen what has been achieved. It 
is not a small achievement for Ameri-
can imperialism, but a disaster for the 

African masses and progressive Pan-
Africanism,” Dr Musumali said.

Dr M’membe said, “Just think about 
it. Why have the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Zambia signed another 
deal when an agreement between the 
two countries to manufacture battery 
components already exists?

“Mr Hakainde Hichilema has signed a 
deal with the Americans to give them our 
cobalt and other critical minerals to the 
exclusion of China and others. This is 
what they are praising Mr Hichilema for.

“Compatriots, our country cannot 
continue on this shameful, disgraceful 
path. We have no sensible alternative 
but to work very hard, tenaciously and 
unite our people and put an end to this 
disgrace, treachery, betrayal, in 2026.” 

Batteries agreement a disaster for progressive Pan-Africanism

US approach to Africa driven by 
its agenda on Russia and China 
‘Friendship’ and pledges are a Trojan horse campaign to infiltrate continent
Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe writes: Here is 
the final newsletter for 2022 
from Tricontinental: Institute 
for Social Research, based on 
an assessment of the US-
Africa Leaders Summit, with 
a reference to the very strong 
statement from the Socialist 
Party of Zambia regarding the 
US intervention into the DRC-
Zambia agreement to build 
an electric car battery supply 
chain. Read the original article 
at: https://thetricontinental.
org/newsletterissue/us-africa-
leaders-summit
Your feedback is essential

Vijay Prashad

THE UNITED States gov-
ernment held the US-Africa 
Leaders Summit in mid-De-
cember, prompted in large part 
by its fears about Chinese and 
Russian influence on the Afri-
can continent.

Rather than routine diplomacy, 
Washington’s approach in the 
summit was guided by its broader 
New Cold War agenda, in which 
a growing focus of the US has 
been to disrupt relations that Af-
rican nations hold with China and 
Russia.

This hawkish stance is driven by 
US military planners, who view Af-
rica as “NATO’s southern flank”, 
and consider China and Russia to 
be “near-peer threats”.

At the summit, US Defence Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin charged China 
and Russia with “destabilising” Af-
rica. Austin provided little evidence 
to support his accusations, apart 
from pointing to China’s substantial 
investments, trade, and infrastruc-
ture projects with many countries 
on the continent, and maligning the 
presence in a handful of countries 
of several hundred mercenaries 
from the Russian private security 
firm, the Wagner Group.

The African heads of govern-
ment left Washington with a prom-
ise from US President Joe Biden 
to make a continent-wide tour, 
a pledge that the United States will 
spend US$55 billion in investments, 
and a high-minded but empty state-
ment on US-Africa partnership.

Unfortunately, given the US 
track record on the continent, un-
til these words are backed up with 
constructive actions, they can only 

be considered empty gestures and 
geopolitical jockeying.

There was not one word in the 
summit’s final statement on the 
most pressing issue for the conti-
nent’s governments: the long-term 
debt crisis. The 2022 UN Confer-
ence on Trade and Development 
Report found that “60 percent of 
least-developed and other low-
income countries were at high risk 
of or already suffering in debt dis-
tress”, with 16 African countries at 
high risk and another seven coun-
tries – Chad, Republic of Congo, 
Mozambique, São Tomé and Prín-
cipe, Somalia, Sudan, and Zimba-
bwe – already in debt distress. On 
top of this, 33 African countries are 
in dire need of external assistance 
for food, which exacerbates the 
already existing risk of social col-
lapse.

Lecture
Most of the US-Africa Leaders 

Summit was spent pontificating on 
the abstract idea of democracy, with 
Biden farcically taking aside heads 
of state like President Muhammadu 
Buhari (Nigeria) and President Félix 
Tshisekedi (Democratic Republic of 
Congo) to lecture them on the need 
for “free, fair, and transparent” elec-
tions in their countries while pledg-
ing to provide US$165 million to 
“support elections and good gover-
nance” in Africa in 2023.

Most of the debt held by the Afri-
can states is owed to wealthy bond-
holders in the Western states and 
was brokered by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). These pri-
vate creditors, who hold the debt of 
countries such as Ghana and Zam-
bia, have refused to provide any 
debt relief to African states despite 
the great distress they are experi-
encing. Often left out of conver-
sations about this issue is the fact 
that this long-term debt distress has 
been largely caused by the plunder 
of the continent’s wealth.

On the other hand, unlike the 
wealthy bondholders of the West, 
the largest government creditor to 
African states, China, decided in 
August 2022 to cancel 23 interest-
free loans to 17 countries and offer 
US$10 billion of its IMF reserves 
for use by the African states. A 
fair and rational approach to the 
debt crisis on the African continent 
would suggest that much more of 
the debt owed to Western bond-
holders should be forgiven and that 
the IMF should allocate Special 
Drawing Rights to provide liquid-
ity to countries suffering from the 
endemic debt crisis. None of this 
was on the agenda of the US-Africa 
Leaders Summit.

Instead, Washington combined 
bonhomie towards the African 
heads of government with a sinister 
attitude towards China and Russia. 
Is this friendliness from the US a 
sincere olive branch or a Trojan 

horse with which it seeks to smug-
gle its New Cold War agenda on to 
the continent? The most recent US 
government white paper on Africa, 
published in August 2022, suggests 
that it is the latter. The document, 
purportedly focused on Africa, fea-
tured ten mentions of China and 
Russia combined, but no mention 
of the term “sovereignty”. The pa-
per stated:

“In line with the 2022 National 
Defense Strategy, the Department 
of Defense will engage with Afri-
can partners to expose and highlight 
the risks of negative PRC [People’s 
Republic of China] and Russian ac-
tivities in Africa. We will leverage 
civil-defense institutions and ex-
pand defense cooperation with stra-
tegic partners that share our values 
and our will to foster global peace 
and stability”.

The document reflects the fact 
that the US has conceded that it can-
not compete with what China offers 
as a commercial partner and will re-
sort to military power and diplomat-
ic pressure to muscle the Chinese off 
the continent. The massive expan-
sion of the US military presence in 
Africa since the 2007 founding of 
the United States Africa Command 
– most recently with a new base in 
Ghana and manoeuvres in Zambia – 
illustrates this approach.

The United States government 
has built a discourse to tarnish Chi-
na’s reputation in Africa, which it 
characterises as “new colonialism”, 

as former US Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton said in a 2011 interview. 
Does this reflect reality? In 2017, the 
global corporate consulting firm McK-
insey & Company published a major 
report on China’s role in Africa, not-
ing after a full assessment, “On bal-
ance, we believe that China’s grow-
ing involvement is strongly positive 
for Africa’s economies, governments, 
and workers”. Evidence to support this 
conclusion includes the fact that since 
2010, “a third of Africa’s power grid 
and infrastructure has been financed 
and constructed by Chinese state-
owned companies”.

In these Chinese-run projects, 
McKinsey found that “89 percent of 
employees were African, adding up 
to nearly 300,000 jobs for African 
workers”.

Evidence
Certainly, there are many stresses 

and strains involved in these Chinese 
investments, including evidence of 
poor management and badly designed 
contracts, but these are neither unique 
to Chinese companies nor endemic to 
their approach.

US accusations that China is prac-
tising “debt trap diplomacy” have also 
been widely debunked. The following 
observation, made in a 2007 report, 
remains insightful: “China is doing 
more to promote African develop-
ment than any high-flying governance 
rhetoric”. This assessment is particu-
larly noteworthy given that it came 

from the Paris-based Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, an intergov-
ernmental bloc dominated by the 
G7 countries.

What will be the outcome of 
the United States’ recent US$55 
billion pledge to African states? 
Will the funds, which are largely 
earmarked for private firms, 
support African development 
or merely subsidise US multina-
tional corporations that dominate 
food production and distribution 
systems as well as health systems 
in Africa?

Here’s a telling example of the 
emptiness and absurdity of the 
US’s attempts to reassert its influ-
ence on the African continent.

In May 2022, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Zam-
bia signed a deal to independently 
develop electric batteries. Togeth-
er, the two countries are home to 
80 percent of the minerals and 
metals needed for the battery 
value chain.

The project was backed by the 
UN’s Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA), whose repre-
sentative Jean Luc Mastaki said, 
“Adding value to the battery min-
erals, through an inclusive and 
sustainable industrialisation, will 
definitely allow the two countries 
to pave the way to a robust, resil-
ient, and inclusive growth pattern 
which creates jobs for millions of 
our population”. With an eye on 
increasing indigenous technical 
and scientific capacity, the agree-
ment would have drawn from “a 
partnership between Congolese 
and Zambian schools of mines 
and polytechnics”.

Fast forward to the summit: 
after this agreement had already 
been reached, the DRC’s Foreign 
Minister Christophe Lutundula 
and Zambia’s Foreign Minister 
Stanley Kakubo joined US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
in signing a memorandum of un-
derstanding that would allegedly 
“support” the DRC and Zambia in 
creating an electric battery value 
chain. Lutundula called it “an im-
portant moment in the partnership 
between the US and Africa”.

The Socialist Party of Zambia 
responded with a strong state-
ment: ‘The governments of Zam-
bia and Congo have surrendered 
the copper and cobalt supply 
chain and production to American 
control. And with this capitula-
tion, the hope of a Pan-African-
owned and controlled electric car 
project is buried for generations 
to come”.

Tricontinental

The Democratic Republic of Congo produces more than 70 
percent of the world’s cobalt (above) with Zambia the sec-
ond largest producer of the mineral in Africa. Cobalt and 
copper are essential to the electric battery supply chain
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

MILITARY traditions seem to be weakening in our 
armed forces. The military is built on traditions, 
customs and manners, and as a result its mem-
bers share a common experience.

As Head of State and Commander-in-Chief 
of our military, it can be very valuable for Mr 
Hakainde Hichilema to learn about the traditions 
and customs his soldiers and officers participate 
in as a part of the military community.

Knowing the basics of common military 
traditions and customs can help Mr Hichilema 
feel more comfortable visiting his soldiers and 
officers on an installation or attending a military 
ceremony.

The military, as a social institution, plays an 
important role in ensuring the stability of society 
and maintaining peace. At the same time, it is 
important for the key leadership of our country 
to understand the genesis of the formation of 
military traditions, their further development, 
and improvement. After all, the Armed Forces are 
manifested as a specific society, where there are 
specific military traditions that have been formed 
over a historical period of time. Military traditions 
have a positive impact on the combat readiness 
of those serving in our armed forces.

On December 21, Mr Hichilema officiated at the 
Zambia National Service (ZNS) Golden Jubilee 
celebrations in Chongwe District. The organisa-
tion of this celebration, in terms of military tradi-
tions and customs, was disastrous.

 ZNS Commandant Lt Gen Maliti Solochi miser-
ably failed to follow basic military traditions and 
customs, and the net effect of this was to show a 
lack of respect for the Commander-in-Chief.

Lt Gen Solochi failed to present a mock 
guard of honour for the Commander-in-Chief as 
required by military traditions and customs. This 
was shocking to those who understand military 
traditions and customs, who understand how 
things should be done and who should do them.

And legally, Lt Gen Solochi is not Commander 
of ZNS. He is Commandant. The Commander of 
ZNS is the Zambia Army Commander, Lt Gen Den-
nis Alibuzwi. Legally, ZNS is a unit of the Zambia 
Army. It has been a very big mistake to make the 
ZNS Commandant have the same rank as that of 
the Zambia Army Commander. The Zambia Army 
Commander is supposed to be the highest ranked 
serving officer, followed by the Zambia Air Force 
Commander. This creates a smooth command 
structure. 

Mr Hichilema should be correctly advised on 
how things are supposed to be done by the mili-
tary, and should also have it explained to him how 
far the ZNS Commandant can go.

Lt Gen Solochi is always telling his officers that 
he wants to bring ZNS to the same level, capacity, 
and standards as Zambia Army. Is this country 
going to have two armies?

And the story told by Lt Gen Solochi about the 
attack on the Chongwe Bridge by the racist, white 
Rhodesian forces of Ian Smith is also untrue – he 
twisted the facts. I know this very well because at 
that time I was a military reservist under the ZNS. 
This can endanger national security and should 
be carefully watched.

In the military, everything has a tradition, a his-
tory. Nothing happens just like that – there’s no 
chipante pante!

Lt Gen Solochi should know that even the way 
service chiefs sit with the President has a tradi-
tion, a meaning, and a purpose. In the military, 
things don’t just happen anyhow. 

Who advises Hichilema
on military matters?

Claim is a bridge too far

spent that money on that bridge Chief Justice, 
the revenue we were getting around there was 
very little. Since we invested in that bridge, we 
are now earning so much money, including now 
being able to get the pay back from that money 
within two to three years, complete payback. This 
government wants to invest money prudently and 
not waste it in certain areas of expenditure. We 
expect and we know we have the support of the 
judiciary.”

This is pulling the string a tad-bit out of 
control. It’s overstretching it. Mr Hichilema and 
his UPND government had nothing to do with 
the construction of the Kazungula bridge. It was 
conceived and constructed under the previous 
governments.

Mr Hichilema is lying and claiming credit that is 
not due to him. But what is propelling Mr Hichil-
ema to tell such blatant lies and claim credit that 
is not due to him?

Our simple and only explanation is that this 
may be a very serious case of narcissism.

A healthy – even sometimes inflated – sense of 
self can be a good thing. In fact, some research-
ers believe that those who have somewhat gran-
diose views of themselves are mentally tougher, 
less stressed, and less at risk of depression.

However, narcissism exists on a spectrum. On 
one side, it’s craving the occasional compliment, 
on its darkest side, it can creep into pathological 
territory.

The hallmark signs of narcissistic personality 
disorder read like a laundry list of what NOT to 
look for in a significant other; an inflated sense of 
self-importance, a lack of empathy for others, and 
a deep need for constant attention or admiration.

While someone with narcissistic personal-
ity disorder’s self-esteem can be off the charts, 
ironically, it can also be super fragile, dependent 
on external validation, or self-deception. They’ll 
believe grandiose fantasies about themselves, 
ie, that they’re smarter and more successful than 
everyone they know, easily put other people 
down, and generally hijack any situation to make 
themselves feel better or superior. Feeling “less 
than perfect” is very uncomfortable for a narcis-
sist, and they’ll protect themselves from it at all 
costs.

The real problem with a narcissistic personality 
disorder is that the individual lacks good insight 
into what’s going on. They think that the problem 
is all about everyone else, not them.

Amilcar Cabral told us: “Hide nothing from 
the masses of our people. Tell no lies. Expose 
lies whenever they are told. Mask no difficulties, 
mistakes, failures. Claim no easy victories.”

Socialist Party President 
Fred M’membe . . . a man 
of the people

IT IS unbelievable that Mr Hakainde Hichilema is 
claiming credit for the construction of the Kazun-
gula bridge!

Here is what Mr Hichilema recently told a con-
ference of judges in Livingstone,

“We could have bought a lot of school desks 
for the kids. We could have also invested in one 
or two border posts. As Kazungula border post 
is now delivering value. I hope the Kazungula 
Council Chairperson is here and MP is here. We 
spent around 240 million dollars on that bridge, 
that’s across the river, 900 metres of the bridge, 
900 metres, close to a kilometre. And before we 

TRUE words make good weapons; being truth-
ful is a prerequisite to being respected. We can 
expose our opponents’ lies, while they can never 
accuse us of telling lies. 

From its launch, our party has been consistent 
in principles, and we have never had to choose 
between our convictions and reality.

We have never had to take a position against 
our conscience to please anyone in the way some 
of our opponents sometimes do, and under no 
circumstances do we have to face this conflict.

Being as good as your word is for us a stan-
dard approach, a principle that surmounts any 
conflicting interest.

We believe in winning people over by virtue, 
and not by lies, fake promises. We have made eth-
ics and morals the rational standard of our party. 
Politics without ethics and morals will fall short in 
moral authority. 

We believe in being considerate, forgiving and 
tolerant to others. Our abhorrence of evil makes 
us tolerate no injustice, exploitation, ethnic and 
racial discrimination of any kind.

In dealing with people, we show no hatred, not 
even to past or present enemies. Our politics are 
not characterised by hatred, and we never take 
revenge on those who brutalised, tormented us or 
on those who brought infinite pain on us. 

We have a very strong sense of solidarity. To 
us solidarity is a prerequisite for victory. Offering 
compassion and support to others is an obliga-
tion, not a means to exert political influence.

We believe in helping others, fighting for others 
for nothing in return. We value integrity and inde-
pendence more than material wealth. 

The truth is a great weapon

There’s no need 
to lie about the 
AFRICOM accord
‘It has been admitted by the US govt’ 

TRYING TO twist facts to 
deceive the Zambian people 
won’t help Mr Hakainde Hi-
chilema, Socialist Party Pres-
ident Fred M’membe says.

“Why try to lie with facts about 
the agreement to set up an AFRI-
COM office in Zambia?

“It has been admitted by the 
United States and the Zambian 
governments that there’s an agree-
ment to establish an AFRICOM of-
fice in Zambia,” he said in a state-
ment.

“An AFRICOM office is not 
synonymous with a military atta-
che or cooperation in training. It is 
not about the usual security or mil-
itary cooperation between nations. 
It is clearly explained in USA MoD 
documents. And we have also seen 
it in operation in Ghana.”

Dr M’membe asked when Mr 
Hichilema was going to be truthful 
about things he said or did.

“We have written to him about 
this issue but he has not responded. 
And now he is trying to threaten us 
with arrests. What type of people 
does Mr Hichilema think he is 
dealing with? We are neither cow-
ards he can threaten, intimidate 
with arrests, nor puppets, lackeys 
of corrupt imperialists and transna-
tional corporations. 

“We think there’s something 
that can be learned from Singapore 
on this score. At one time in 1961, 
the late founding Prime Minister 
of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew, was 
offered a bribe of US$3.3 mil-
lion (equivalent of US$25 million 
today) by a Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) agent to keep hush 
about an unsuccessful operation. 

“Lee, in his infinite badass-dom, 
turned down the offer and went 
ballistic on America. 

“In a report in the New York 
Times published in 1965 – and re-
cently uncovered on Reddit’s /r/
Singapore – Lee had uncovered a 
CIA plot and refused to kowtow 
to the American agency, despite 
Singapore being a young, fragile 
state during the 1960s. Apparently, 
a CIA agent had been caught trying 
to purchase information from Sin-
gapore intelligence officials. He 
then offered Lee US$3.3 million 
for personal and political use if the 
failed affair was kept under wraps. 

“Thinking more about the fu-
ture of his country, Lee refused, 
and asked instead for $33 million 
in formal economic-development 
aid for Singapore. It was only in 
1965 that Lee brought the incident 
to light when he launched a public 
tirade against the United States, 
which included chiding the “insen-
sitivity” of Americans in Asia and 
declaring how he would never let 
Americans take over the British in 
maintaining a military base in Sin-
gapore. He also recalled the failed 
espionage attempt by the CIA. 

Apology
“His charges were immediately 

denied by US Ambassador to Ma-
laysia James D. Bell and the State 
Department. Department spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey vehe-
mently denied allegations of CIA 
involvement. Angered by the de-
nials, Lee escorted reporters into 
his office and whipped out files 
stamped with “top secret” and pro-
duced a letter of apology written 
by Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
– dated April 15, 1961, during the 

Kennedy Administration – where 
he apologised for the espionage 
attempt and indicated plans to dis-
cipline the offending intelligence 
agents. 

“The bribe had been offered 
in January of 1961, just before 
President Kennedy took office. 
Inheriting the issue when he took 
over Eisenhower’s administration, 
President Kennedy had offered 
compensation to Lee in the form of 
foreign aid.

“Lee also threatened to release 
full reports and documents relat-
ing to the CIA plot, even planning 
to play tape recordings of inter-
rogations and meetings on Singa-
pore radio should the American 
government continue denying the 
allegations. 

“ ‘If the Americans go on deny-
ing, I will have to disclose further 
details, which may sound like 
James Bond and Goldfinger, only 
not as good but putrid and gro-
tesque enough,’ the displeased Lee 
said. Embarrassed by their mis-
takes, State Department spokes-
man McCloskey quickly retracted 
his statements, and quite possibly 
learned that you should never, ever 
mess with Lee Kuan Yew. 

“The Americans should know 
the character of the men they are 
dealing with in Singapore and not 
get themselves further dragged 
into calumny,” Lee reportedly said. 

“They are not dealing with Ngo 
Dinh Diem or Syngman Rhee. You 
do not buy and sell this govern-
ment.” And that is why Singapore 
was in perfectly good hands with 
Lee Kuan Yew. 

“Truthful people tell things the 
way they are; they don’t twist 
things, they don’t lie.”

Socialist staff reporter

Fix problems rather than opposition 
parties and ex-leaders, Kangwa says  
SOCIALIST Party Copperbelt 
spokesperson Joseph Kangwa 
says the UPND government is 
too busy trying to fix opposition 
parties and previous government 
leaders while it should instead be 
focusing on the country’s hunger, 
poverty, and lack of facilities.

“President Hakainde Hichilema 
and his government have com-
pletely failed to prioritise quality 
service delivery to the people of 
Zambia as expected and promised. 
Their failure to stabilise the prices 
of essential goods and services, 
such as foodstuff, fuel and electric-
ity is evident,” he said.

“It is the same story when it 
comes to addressing hardship, with 
the majority of our people still lan-
guishing in abject poverty. Lack of 
equipment and medicines in gov-
ernment healthcare facilities is still 
a major concern, with poor people 
dying every day because they 
don’t have money to buy drugs 
and other essential items. The only 
things they get from hospitals are 
prescriptions.

“Mine workers are also still fac-
ing poor working conditions and 
wages, and farmers continue to 

experience late delivery of farming 
inputs.

“When Zambians voted for 
change, they hoped for an im-
provement in human develop-
ment and human capital, and they 
expected Mr Hichilema attend to 
their basic needs. They voted for 
change because they hated their 
living conditions under the previ-
ous regime. It is shameful that the 
situation has worsened and that the 
President seems to be insensitive 
when it comes to the suffering of 
poor Zambians.

“Poverty being a major chal-
lenge in the country, late delivery 
of Farmer Input Support Pro-
gramme packages sends a very bad 
message about the government’s 
commitment to poverty reduction 
and improvements in the agricul-
tural sector. Late delivery of fer-
tilisers through FISP will increase 
poverty levels in the country be-
cause the majority of our people 
derive their livelihood from agri-
culture.

“The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation of the United Nations 
reports that ‘almost 72 percent of 
the Zambian population is engaged 
in Agricultural activities’. And ac-

cording to the International Trade 
Administration, ‘small-scale farm-
ers represent the vast majority (ap-
proximately 90 percent) of Zam-
bia’s agricultural producers and 
are generally subsistence produc-
ers of staple foods with occasional 
marketable surplus’. In this regard, 
late delivery of farming inputs has 
the potential to impact negatively 
on food security and to worsen 
poverty and hunger in the country.

“Mr Hichilema and his govern-
ment should stop exacerbating 
the suffering of poor Zambians 
through witch-hunts, trying to 
fix previous government leaders 
and arresting opposition political 
party leaders. Instead, they should 
prioritise quality service delivery 
and find solutions to the country’s 
abject poverty, hunger, unemploy-
ment, and lack of essential drugs 
and equipment in public hospitals.

“President Hichilema must be 
reminded that he was not voted 
into power to fix the PF and other 
opposition political parties, but 
rather to fix the suffering of the 
people and the economy. He was 
not voted into power to worsen 
poverty and hunger, but to reduce 
them,” Kangwa said.

https://www.facebook.com/hakainde.hichilema?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXxTOH7WhsITPqTD6NgVNCeQKar5j1WOLUANZHcq_KNGYBV0hlZzyKusboeC9A8LszKm-1vF2n25cD8SFTnquqlzlQUmkgUoPbMbhAjoWPo2XhZglFYu80t-XIX7IqjNl72nwNVKK5UUuaFNBt_64GpeseNkzMOpCzU3F3padHdsM9qraA5QBtaP90yFQ_WNJM&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hakainde.hichilema?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXxTOH7WhsITPqTD6NgVNCeQKar5j1WOLUANZHcq_KNGYBV0hlZzyKusboeC9A8LszKm-1vF2n25cD8SFTnquqlzlQUmkgUoPbMbhAjoWPo2XhZglFYu80t-XIX7IqjNl72nwNVKK5UUuaFNBt_64GpeseNkzMOpCzU3F3padHdsM9qraA5QBtaP90yFQ_WNJM&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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their chagrin, the institution would 
be authorised to intervene in sensi-
tive domestic matters concerning 
fiscal and monetary decisions.

US representatives were wary 
of allowing members access to the 
dollar without strings attached. And 
because the IMF had been designed 
in ways that gave the US unparal-
leled control over its activities, their 
prerogatives held sway. It was not 
in Europe that the IMF first de-
ployed these interventionist powers, 
though; it was in the so-called third 
world, beginning in South Ameri-
can states, such as Chile, Paraguay 
and Bolivia in the 50s.

After the collapse of the Bret-
ton Woods system in the early 70s, 
when Richard Nixon removed the 
US dollar’s peg to gold, the IMF 
appeared to be out of a job. But it 
quickly took on new prominence in 
making bailout loans to financially 
unstable states. These loans came 
with demands for major structural 
reforms (privatisation, deregula-
tion, the removal of tariffs) in addi-
tion to fiscal and monetary restraint. 
What made the IMF so mighty was 
that other creditors – whether com-
mercial banks, such as Citibank, or 
foreign governments – often con-
sidered a prior arrangement with the 
institution as a sign of a country’s 
creditworthiness.

Ambitious
When the Soviet Union collapsed 

in the early 90s, the IMF undertook 
its most ambitious task yet, oversee-
ing the transition of nearly-formerly 
Soviet republics to capitalism. In 
the process, it became, as the po-
litical scientist Randall Stone put 
it, the “most powerful international 
institution in history”.

As the IMF reached the height 
of its influence in the 90s, however, 
it sparked a global backlash that 
continues to this day. And the place 
where that backlash began was in 
Asia.

The Asian financial crisis is poor-
ly remembered in the west, having 
been overshadowed by the 9/11 
terrorist attacks and the “war on 
terror”. But it was an enormously 
consequential event, and its impact 
would reshape the global economy 
over the next 25 years. It began in 
the summer of 1997, when the col-
lapse of the Thai baht sparked a 
financial panic that spread quickly 
throughout the region. As inves-
tors dumped one shaky currency 
after another, the panic became 
self-perpetuating, wreaking havoc 

IMF under pressure to drop lending conditions 

from Indonesia to South Korea, and 
to countries as far off as Russia and 
Brazil.

The IMF quickly stepped in to 
offer rescue loans to the worst-hit 
countries, including Thailand, In-
donesia and South Korea. The con-
ditions of these loans included the 
institution’s perennial demands for 
austerity and tighter monetary poli-
cies – even though none of these 
governments had run significant 
deficits, nor seen much inflation in 
their economies in the run-up to the 
crisis. The IMF also insisted on a 
long list of reforms designed to lib-
eralise their economies and, in par-
ticular, to dismantle practices and 
institutions derided as corrupt and 
inefficient forms of “crony capital-
ism”.

In South Korea, the IMF set its 
sights on the country’s huge con-
glomerates, or chaebol, such as 
Hyundai, which enjoyed close ties 
to the state and domestic banks. In 
Indonesia, the IMF called for up-
rooting the vast system of patronage 
that enriched the family of long-
ruling autocrat Suharto, such as the 
lucrative national clove monopoly, 
which produced a key ingredient 
of the kretek cigarettes popular in 
Indonesia, and was controlled by 
one of Suharto’s sons.

By intervening in sectors that had 
little to do with the currency crisis, 
the IMF appeared to be announcing 
the scale of its ambition. It wanted 
to transform what had, until then, 
been widely considered well-run 
economies. In particular, it seemed 
dead set on overturning what was 
known as the “Asian Model” of 
economic management, charac-
terised by state-led investment in 
specific industries and firms. This 
approach had yielded impressive 
results in several countries, not 
least Japan, which then boasted the 
world’s second-largest economy. 
But it was widely seen by western 
officials and investors as anach-
ronistic. To them, the crisis had 
rung the death knell for this Asian 
statist alternative to the Anglo-
American laissez-faire approach.

This reformist zeal made the IMF 
unpopular across much of Asia. 
People were especially infuriated by 
demands to lift restrictions on for-
eign ownership of domestic firms. 
As US and European corporations 
swooped in to buy up financial insti-
tutions in Thailand and South Korea 
at steep discounts, many denounced 
the IMF as neocolonial. In China, 
which was spared from the worst of 
the crisis, the state-owned People’s 
Daily newspaper accused the US 

Left to right: austerity measures in Indonesia led to political discontent and violence in 1998 resulting in scores of deaths; the IMF bailed out Pakistan to the tune of US$1.17 billion after last year’s floods that left 32 million people homeless; the Sri Lankan government refused to implement reforms demanded by the IMF leading to its downfall in July last year

The International Mon-
etary Fund has gone 
through many changes 
since its original vision 
as global lender of last 
resort, set up at the 
Bretton Woods Confer-
ence in 1944. Financial 
imperialism soon set in 
with the imposition of 
oppressive conditions 
on countries needing 
its help. With China 
now lending without 
demanding reforms, 
the IMF is under pres-
sure to learn from its 
own ‘chequered history’ 
and change its ways.
Jamie Martin reports

LAST summer, after months 
of unusually heavy monsoon 
rains, and temperatures that 
approached the limits of hu-
man survivability, Pakistan – 
home to thousands of melting 
Himalayan glaciers – experi-
enced some of the worst floods 
in its history.

The most extensive destruction 
was in the provinces of Sindh and 
Balochistan, but some estimat-
ed that up to a third of the country 
was submerged. The floods killed 
more than 1,700 people and 
displaced a further 32 million – 
more than the entire population of 
Australia. Some of the country’s 
most fertile agricultural areas be-
came giant lakes, drowning live-
stock and destroying crops and 
infrastructure. The cost of the di-
saster now runs to tens of billions 
of dollars.

In late August, as the scale of this 
catastrophe was becoming clear, 
the Pakistani government was try-
ing to avert a second disaster. It 
was finally reaching a deal with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to avoid missing a payment on its 
foreign debt. Without this agree-
ment, Pakistan would likely have 
been declared in default – an event 
that can spark a recession, weaken 
a country’s long-term growth, and 
make it more difficult to borrow at 
affordable rates in the future.

Austerity
The terms of the deal were pain-

ful: the government was offered 
a US$1.17 billion IMF bailout, 
but only after it demonstrated 
a real commitment to undertaking 
unpopular austerity policies, such 
as slashing energy subsidies.

But the recent fate of another 
south Asian country appeared to 
show what happens if you put off 
the IMF for too long. Only weeks 
before, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, shortly after its own default 
– and after months of refusing to 
implement IMF-demanded reforms 
– was overthrown in a popular 
uprising.

The correlation of Pakistan’s 
crises – exceptionally devastating 
floods and the threat of economic 
meltdown – was partly bad luck. 
But it was also emblematic of a 
challenge faced by many countries 
at the forefront of the climate crisis: 
how can they afford to deal with 
extreme weather events and prepare 
themselves for the coming disasters, 
while suffering under crippling debt 
loads and facing demands for aus-
terity as the price of relief?

Pakistan and Sri Lanka are only 

two of the many countries currently 
facing conditions of severe debt dis-
tress. COVID-19 delivered a major 
blow to many low- and middle-in-
come countries that had borrowed 
heavily during the era of low inter-
est rates beginning with the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. As the costs of public 
health and welfare rocketed, econo-
mies were locked down and tourism 
collapsed, which meant that tax rev-
enues plummeted. The pandemic 
also disrupted global supply chains, 
leading to shortages of many goods 
and higher prices.

These inflationary pressures were 
exacerbated by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Meanwhile, the decision 
of the US Federal Reserve to raise 
interest rates to reduce US inflation 
has pushed the value of the dol-
lar to its highest level in 20 years. 
This has made the debt of countries 
that borrowed in dollars – many do 
– more expensive since their cur-
rencies are worth less, while further 
increasing the cost of their imports. 
Rising US interest rates have also 
encouraged investors to pull capi-
tal out of riskier emerging markets 
at a historic rate, since safer dollar 
investments now produce higher 
returns.

The result is that the world econ-
omy faces the possibility of one of 
the worst debt crises in decades, 
threatening deep recessions, 
political instability, and years of 
lost growth. At the same time, 
the increase in extreme weather 
events – stronger hurricanes, re-
curring droughts – makes life 
even harder for states that already 
dedicate a large portion of their 
revenues to servicing foreign debt.

In the midst of this turmoil, the 
IMF has become more involved in 
bailing out countries than it has in 
years. Over the last few months, 
the value of its emergency loans 
reached a record level, as a grow-
ing number of states turned to it for 
help, including Bangladesh, Egypt, 
Ghana and Tunisia.

Broadly speaking, the way the 
IMF works is by collecting finan-
cial resources from members and 
then offering them short-term as-
sistance in the case of financial 
hardship. Based in Washington 
DC, the institution is staffed by rep-
resentatives of ministers of finance 
and central bank governors from 
around the world. Because voting 
power is weighted by each state’s 
financial contribution, the US, as 
the IMF’s largest shareholder, ex-
ercises outsized influence over its 
major decisions and can veto pro-
posed reforms to its governance. 

But as an international body that 
counts nearly every sovereign state 
as member, the IMF plays a unique 
role in the world economy. It’s the 
only institution with the resources, 
mandate and global reach to help 
almost any country facing severe 
economic distress.

But in exchange for its help, the 
IMF typically insists governments 
do what they find most difficult: 
reduce public spending, raise taxes 
and implement reforms designed 
to lower their debt-to-GDP ratios, 
such as cutting subsidies for fuel or 
food. Unsurprisingly, politicians are 
often reluctant to undertake these 
measures. It’s not just that the re-
forms often leave voters worse off 
and make politicians less popular. 
National pride is also at stake. Bow-
ing to demands from an institution 
dominated by foreign governments 
can be seen as humiliating, and an 
admission of domestic dysfunction 
and misgovernance.

On the rare occasions that the IMF 
criticises the policies of a wealthy 
European state, this too can embroil 
the institution in domestic political 
conflicts. In September, the IMF’s 
criticism of Liz Truss’s proposed 
tax cuts provided ammunition to her 
political opponents and contributed 
to a slump in the UK pound’s value. 
The decision to sack chancellor 
Kwasi Kwarteng was taken while 
he was attending the IMF’s annual 
meeting in Washington DC, where 
the institution’s leading officials 
did little to mask their disapproval 
of his policies. In future histories of 
the fall of Truss, the IMF is likely to 
play a not insignificant role.

Excesses
Despite all this, the IMF is not 

the kingmaker it once was. After 
reaching the height of its powers in 
the 90s, when its name became syn-
onymous with the excesses of neo-
liberal globalisation and US over-
reach, the IMF has faced increasing 
resistance. It’s still the only institu-
tion that can guarantee assistance 
to nearly any country experiencing 
extreme financial stress. But the de-
cline of US power, emergence of al-
ternative lenders, and the IMF’s rep-
utation as a domineering taskmaster 
has left it an anomalous position. 
It is much needed and little loved, 
enormously powerful and often in-
effectual in getting states to agree to 
its terms. If predictions are correct 
that the world is entering an extend-
ed period of economic turmoil, this 
will only increase the need for some 

kind of global lender of last resort. 
Whether the IMF is up to the task 
depends on whether it has learned 
from its chequered history.

One of the most remarkable as-
pects of the IMF was what, in the-
ory, it was supposed to accomplish 
when it was established – and how 
quickly it departed from this initial 
vision. The creation of the IMF was 
agreed at the Bretton Woods Con-
ference of July 1944, when repre-
sentatives from more than 40 coun-
tries met to rewrite the rules of the 
world economy. Led by the world-
famous British economist John 
Maynard Keynes and his US coun-
terpart Harry Dexter White, their 
aim was to create an international 
monetary system that stabilised 
currencies and facilitated a return 
to freer trade. National currencies 
would be set at fixed but adjustable 
rates to the dollar, which was in turn 
convertible to gold at a fixed rate of 
US$35 per ounce.

The role of the IMF in this system 
was to help member states suffering 
from short-term balance-of-pay-
ments problems, while its partner 
organisation, the World Bank, made 
long-term loans for reconstruction 
and development. Crucially, in this 
original vision, the IMF would help 
members weather financial insta-
bility without browbeating them 
into undertaking painful policies, 
such as cutting budgets or raising 
interest rates in the middle of a re-
cession. This marked a break with 
the previous gold standard system, 
which from the late 19th century 
had provided predictable and stable 
exchange rates for countries that 
kept the value of their currencies 
fixed to a specific quantity of gold. 
This stability had come at the cost 
of being able to implement expan-
sive national economic policies 
during a crisis. By contrast, officials 
involved in the creation of the IMF 
insisted that it avoid developing 
what Keynes referred to as “grand-
motherly powers”, meaning finger-
wagging, moralising strictures that 
unduly curtailed the freedom of 
member states.

Shortly after the end of the sec-
ond world war, however, European 
representatives in the IMF’s execu-
tive board discovered that, despite 
an apparent wartime consensus 
shared by their more powerful US 
counterparts, the IMF was going 
to readopt an unpopular practice 
associated with earlier periods of 
financial imperialism: attaching 
policy conditions to its loans. To 
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IMF under pressure to drop lending conditions 

of “forcing east Asia into submis-
sion”. Even Raghuram Rajan, who 
became the IMF’s chief economist 
in 2003, later admitted that the 
institution’s handling of the crisis 
had left it vulnerable to charges of 
financial colonialism.

Meanwhile, austerity measures 
such as cutting subsidies to fuel 
and foodstuffs like rice and flour, in 
countries undergoing severe cost of 
living and unemployment crises, fed 
growing political turmoil. The crisis 
was especially dire in Indonesia. As 
the rupiah continued to plunge into 
1998, the country was gripped by 
political discontent and violence, as 
mob attacks on the ethnic Chinese 
minority led to scores of deaths. In 
Jakarta, the military fired on student 
protesters at Trisakti University, 
killing four and fanning the flames 
of riots spreading across the coun-
try. When Suharto raised fuel prices 
to fulfil IMF demands to produce a 
budget surplus, opposition intensi-
fied. In May 1998, he was forced 
from office.

Suicide
At the time, defenders of the 

IMF insisted Suharto had been the 
author of his own downfall, claim-
ing he had refused to implement re-
forms quickly enough to halt a crisis 
caused by his own corruption. But 
other contemporaries recognised 
that insisting he instantly uproot the 
entire system of patronage on which 
his regime relied was an impossible 
demand. “It’s crazy to ask people to 
commit suicide,” one diplomat re-
marked at the time.

Looking at images of Suharto 
signing the terms of an agreement 

ful western empires. Take Russia, 
a country that experienced a long 
and painful engagement with the 
IMF in the 90s. After defaulting on 
its sovereign debt in 1998, Russia, 
under its new president Vladimir 
Putin, began to amass a stockpile of 
reserves in the 2000s, facilitated by 
rising oil prices. By 2008, it sat on 
such a huge war chest that it could 
spark an aggressive war with Geor-
gia without much concern for the 
financial repercussions. Russia ap-
peared to have won new strategic 
independence.

A similar calculus was likely at 
play with Putin’s decision to in-
vade Ukraine. But in one of the 
most far-reaching countermoves 
of Putin’s enemies, the US and its 
G7 partners targeted the foreign 
assets that were owned by the 
Russian central bank, but which 
they ultimately controlled. In late 
February, more than US$300bn of 
Russian assets were immobilised in 
a move designed to paralyse Russia. 
The same tactic had been used just 
a few months earlier, when the 
dollar assets of the Afghan central 
bank had been frozen to hobble the 
Taliban in the wake of Kabul’s fall.

In Russia’s case, this strategy 
failed to end the war. And some 
worry it will backfire, encouraging 
states to rethink holding US dollars 
as a guarantee of economic stability. 
If the Asian financial crisis had the 
effect of turning countries away from 
the IMF and towards stockpiling 
reserves, the war in Ukraine may 
similarly push them away from 
the dollar as the reserve currency 
of choice. Were this to happen, 
the impact would be seismic. 
The dollar would be dethroned, 
losing its status as the world’s 
principal safe haven-asset. More 
likely, others argue, is further 
diversification away from dollars to 
other currencies. The ambitious US 
and European financial sanctions 
against Russia may prove, over 
time, to have similar effects to 
the IMF’s response to the Asian 
financial crisis: encouraging states 
to reconsider how they guarantee 
their autonomy in a global economy 
whose infrastructures they do not 
control.

Over the past decade, the IMF 
has made significant efforts to re-
pair its reputation. In the wake of 
the global financial crisis, it became 
routine for IMF officials to publicly 
acknowledge that austerity could 
be counterproductive and that tack-
ling inequality had become one of 
the institution’s central concerns. 
The selective use of once-taboo 

policies such as capital controls to 
restrict the flow of foreign capital 
into and out of a national economy 
was reconsidered, while demands 
for far-reaching domestic structural 
reforms were supposedly a thing 
of the past. When the official IMF 
publication Finance and Develop-
ment ran an article in 2016 with the 
provocative headline Neoliberal-
ism: Oversold? many media outlets 
reported it as a sign of the institu-
tion undergoing a significant trans-
formation. “What the hell is going 
on?” was how one longtime critic of 
neoliberalism, the Harvard econo-
mist Dani Rodrik, greeted news of 
its publication.

But in practice, the IMF’s trans-
formation has itself been oversold. 
As the scholars Alexander Ken-
tikelenis, Thomas Stubbs and Law-
rence King showed in an article 
from the same year, the IMF, de-
spite these rhetorical shifts, contin-
ued to insist on just as many, if not 
more, of the same structural reforms 
of borrowers as ever – sacking civil 
servants, cutting pensions, lowering 
minimum wages. A 2020 study by 
the Global Development Policy 
Centre at Boston University found 
something similar. Today’s IMF, it 
noted, recognises that austerity con-
strains growth – while continuing 
to demand austerity from states in 
receipt of its aid.

Lenient
Yet the Boston University study 

also reached another conclusion – 
one that shows how, despite itself, 
the institution may be undergoing 
real changes, not from ideological 
shifts alone, but from competition 
for its business. Researchers found 
that borrowers that had prior loan 
arrangements with China tended to 
get more lenient treatment from the 
IMF. Why? Probably because China 
does not make austerity or domes-
tic reforms the price of its loans, 
which pushes the IMF to moderate 
its terms with clients that have ac-
cess to this unconditional financing. 
Other studies have found a similar 
phenomenon at work at the World 
Bank.

China is now the world’s larg-
est bilateral lender, a fact that has 
generated considerable anxiety in 
the west. Lending without policy 
strings attached is sometimes seen 
as Beijing’s way of buying goodwill 
with corrupt autocrats. China is also 
accused of “debt trap” diplomacy, 
by making loans to states to invest 
in unaffordable “white elephant” 
infrastructure projects. When these 

states can’t repay their debts, Chi-
nese officials insist they give up 
valuable assets, like a 99-year lease 
over a strategic port, such as hap-
pened in Sri Lanka in 2017.

Critics of China have de-
scribed Sri Lanka’s descent into 
financial and political turmoil as 
the logical end point of Beijing’s 
predatory lending. It’s true that the 
Rajapaksa brothers, who traded off 
ruling Sri Lanka from the mid-00s 
until this summer, pursued an ex-
travagant programme of Chinese-fi-
nanced infrastructure building. But 
when the Sri Lankan economy col-
lapsed earlier this year, the govern-
ment actually owed more money to 
private bondholders in Europe and 
the US than to China – despite the 
role Beijing had played in financing 
the country’s infrastructure boom. 
It’s too simple to see Sri Lanka 
solely as the victim of Chinese debt 
diplomacy.

Today, many are looking for clues 
on the nature of China’s role as lend-
er in how it navigates its first global 
debt crisis. Over the last few years, 
it’s started making more emergency 
bailouts, setting itself up even more 
as a direct alternative to the IMF. 
But even critics of the IMF see the 
institution – with its broad member-
ship, global reach and public aims 
– as playing a meaningfully differ-
ent role in the world economy from 
a state actor like China, which – like 
all states – will make loans largely 
for the sake of its strategic aims and 
national interests. This is why many 
reformers calling for changes to 
the international financial system 
– such as Mia Mottley, the prime 
minister of Barbados – still focus on 
the IMF. Despite its history of mis-
steps, and close ties to US foreign 
policy objectives, the institution is 
still seen as being uniquely able to 
provide something approximating a 
global financial safety net.

Given its continued dominance 
of the IMF, it is from the US that 
the greatest pressure to actually 
reshape the institution will have 
to come. There are signs that the 
current global crisis is forcing 
political change. In October, just 
before the annual meeting of the 
IMF and World Bank, the former 
treasury secretary Lawrence Sum-
mers called on the institution to 
develop new, unconditional ways 
of providing financial assistance to 
states facing extreme pressures, as 
central banks raised interest rates. 
The political stigma involved in 
traditional IMF forms of lending, 
Summers suggested, was pushing 
states away from the institution 
when they needed it most.

It was extraordinary to see Sum-
mers making this case. During the 
Asian financial crisis, Summers had 
been deputy secretary of the US 
Treasury. He had played a leading 
role in coordinating Washington’s 
response to the crisis through the 
IMF. He had even met with Suharto 
in Jakarta to personally convince 
him to agree to its terms. But now, 
the world economy needed a kind 
of financial assistance, Summers 
implied, that moved past the legacy 
of the interventionist IMF, whose 
powers he himself had once helped 
to unleash. This year’s annual meet-
ings, which failed to consider ambi-
tious measures to rescue the world 
economy, he claimed, would be 
remembered as nothing more than a 
“missed opportunity”.

As the Fed’s decisions threaten 
a new wave of global economic in-
stability, these meetings may also 
be remembered for something else 
entirely: as an illustration of the 
paradoxical nature of US power in 
the third decade of the 21st century 
– mighty enough to break the world, 
but not to put it back together again.

The UK Guardian

turmoil. And in some cases, it’s 
worked remarkably well.

The accumulation of currency 
reserves helped many emerging 
market economies escape the worst 
of the global financial crisis that 
began in 2008. While the IMF played 
a major role in bailing out Greece in 
the 2010s, it did comparatively little 
elsewhere. It was not invited back 
to countries where it had become so 
controversially involved in the 90s, 
such as South Korea and Russia.

One striking consequence of this 
currency stockpiling is that capital 
now moves in huge quantities from 
poorer countries to wealthier ones, 
rather than vice versa. This is be-
cause much of the world’s supply 
of reserves are held in US dollars, 
which countries tend to invest back 
into the safe haven of US treasury 
bills. Doing so guarantees a nearly 
bottomless global demand for US 
government debt and helps ensure 
the continued centrality of the US 
dollar to the global economy. The 
fact that China sits on such a huge 
stockpile of US treasuries has long 
generated anxiety about the political 
leverage this might give Beijing 
over Washington, since a sell-off 
would be catastrophic to the value 
of the dollar. But because it would 
also be catastrophic to the Chinese 
economy, the threat has never been 
close to realisation.

Strategic
Not all states can afford to pile up 

currency in this way. For those that 
can, it is not painless, since it diverts 
resources away from public invest-
ment. Some economists have won-
dered why governments opt for 
it, suggesting that the opportunity 
cost of reducing public investment 
may outweigh the possible savings 
of averting a financial crisis. But 
hoarding these assets is not just 
a matter of economics. It’s also 
political and strategic policy 
designed to guarantee states the 
kind of autonomy that Indonesia, 
Thailand and South Korea 
bargained away during the 1997-
98 crisis. Seen in this way, there’s 
little price that’s not worth paying 
for full sovereignty. The historian 
Adam Tooze has aptly referred to 
the strategies pursued by emerging 
market economies since the 90s as 
programmes of “self-strengthen-
ing” – a term originally used to de-
scribe the efforts of states like China 
and Japan in the late 19th century to 
reform their government adminis-
trations, militaries and economies 
to resist the incursion of power-

Left to right: austerity measures in Indonesia led to political discontent and violence in 1998 resulting in scores of deaths; the IMF bailed out Pakistan to the tune of US$1.17 billion after last year’s floods that left 32 million people homeless; the Sri Lankan government refused to implement reforms demanded by the IMF leading to its downfall in July last year
with the IMF in January 1998, as 
the institution’s managing director, 
the French economist Michel Cam-Cam-
dessus, loomed over him, it wasn’t 
hard to see this as a humiliating 
surrender of sovereignty. And it 
did not take conspiracists to recog-
nise that the US Treasury and many 
western investors wanted Suharto 
gone, despite the opposition of 
the state department and Pentagon 
to anything that threatened the 
stability of a US strategic partner in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

While the IMF didn’t plot Suhar-
to’s removal, there was little ques-
tion that US Treasury officials had 
come to see regime change as the 
only salvation for the Indonesian 
economy. As Camdessus himself 
later admitted, “We created the con-
ditions that obliged Suharto to leave 
his job.”

To some American observers, In-
donesia had proven an iron law of 
history: that the growing material 
prosperity of a citizenry would in-
evitably cause them to reject auto-
cratic rule. What happened to Su-
harto, they said, would eventually 
happen to the Chinese Communist 
Party. (Some predicted the exact 
year – 2015 – that China would see 
its equivalent popular uprising.)

What went less commented on 
was the obvious wakeup call the 
crisis and its political effects deliv-
ered to other governments. The les-
son was clear: make yourself able to 
resist a crisis of financial globalisa-
tion and, if it comes, be sure you can 
deal with it on your own.

For many states, the Asian crisis 
was a warning. In the event of a fu-
ture financial crisis, they wanted to 
avoid calling in any institutions that 
might interfere in their domestic 
affairs. One way to do this was to 
build up huge stockpiles of foreign 
currency reserves. At a moment of 
crisis, these reserves could be used 
to defend a currency’s value, pay 
off foreign debts and import neces-
sities. China led the way, but South 
Korea, Brazil, Mexico and oth-
ers followed. From 2000 to 2009, 
the total value of China’s reserve 
assets grew by nearly US$1.8 tril- by nearly US$1.8 tril-US$1.8 tril-
lion. Today, it’s well over US$3 tril-
lion – a figure higher than the total 
GDP of the entire African continent.

For some countries, accumulat-
ing these reserves has been key to a 
strategy of export-led development, 
since doing so can help hold down 
the value of a national currency and 
thus make exports more competi-
tive. But for most states, the aim has 
been insurance against financial 
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secretary Lawrence 

Summers called on the 
IMF to develop new, 
unconditional ways of 
providing financial as-
sistance to states fac-
ing extreme pressures 
. . . the political stigma 
involved in traditional 
IMF forms of lending, 
Summers suggested, 
was pushing states 
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tion when they needed 
it most
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis 
outside the country is produced 
by mainstream media from the 
global north. To provide Chi-
nese perspectives, the Dong-
sheng Collective – researchers 
from various countries – offers 
a China digest. This is an ed-
ited selection. https://dongsh-
engnews.org/en

Visit starts a new era
PRESIDENT Xi Jinping’s trip to 
Saudi Arabia has started a new 
chapter in relations between China 
and Arab countries. About US$50 
billion worth of investment agree-
ments were signed between Saudi 
and Chinese companies in the pub-
lic and private sectors, in areas such 
as green energy, logistics, cloud 
computing, and housing. Saudi Ara-
bia is the largest exporter of crude 
oil to China, accounting for 17.1 
percent of Chinese imports.

Global Times

Gulf cooperation deal
CHINA is to work on a joint ac-
tion plan with the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) between 2023-2027 
and has become a crucial partner 
in the GCC countries’ pursuit of 
economic diversification strategies. 
The two sides agreed to expand co-
operation in areas such as cutting-
edge technologies, 5G and 6G, and 
the digital economy.

Reuters

Shift in COVID focus
COVID-19 cases are on the rise 
after a shift in focus from preven-
tion to treatment and are expected to 
peak in a month’s time. New infec-
tions are growing rapidly in Beijing, 
but most are asymptomatic or mild 
cases, with those infected with mild 
symptoms having to stay home and 
no longer taken to quarantine cen-
tres. The digital travel code, which 
was used to control domestic travel, 
is no longer required.

China Daily

Grain production up
CHINA has exceeded its 650 mil-
lion tonne grain production target 
for the eighth consecutive year. Pro-
duction reached a record 686 mil-
lion tonnes, a year-on-year growth 
of 0.5 percent, thanks to the increase 
in cultivated land that compensated 
for the effects of climatic phenom-
ena. Grain imports have fallen by 
12 percent but the country has large 
reserves from advance purchases 
over the last two years.

Yicai Global

Profiting from waste
WITH an investment of US$237 
million, Shanghai has started con-
struction on the third phase of a 
bioenergy production project. It 
will be completed in 2025 and will 
process 2,000 tonnes of organic 
waste per day, producing more than 
3,600 tonnes of bio-crude, 80,000 
tonnes of compressed natural gas 
and 20,000 tonnes of organic fertil-
iser annually. Shanghai made waste 
sorting mandatory in 2019.

China Daily

Audio platforms boom
AUDIO platforms are gaining pop-
ularity among Chinese audiences, 
with audiobooks, podcasts, and lit-
erature and language learning pro-
grammes leading the way. In 2021, 
users of these platforms reached 
640 million, of which 48.8 percent 
used the service for less than two 
hours a day, and 49.9 percent for 
two to five hours a day. An adapta-
tion of Dream in the Red Pavilion, 
one of the great classics of Chinese 
literature, has been listened to more 
than 100 million times.

Beijing Review

Challengers and champions 
of the international order
Australia ‘still sees China as a threat rather than a partner’
Vijay Prashad

ON 15 November last year, 
during the G20 summit in 
Bali (Indonesia), Australia’s 
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese told journalists that 
his country “seeks a stable re-
lationship with China”.

This is because, as Alba-
nese pointed out, China is 
“Australia’s largest trading 
partner. They are worth more 
than Japan, the United States, 
and the Republic of Korea . . . 
combined”. Since 2009, Chi-
na has also been Australia’s 
largest destination for exports 
as well as the largest single 
source of Australia’s imports.

For the past six years, China 
has largely ignored Australia’s 
requests for meetings due to the 
latter’s close military alignment 
with the US. But in Bali, China’s 
President Xi Jinping made it 
clear that the Chinese-Australian 
relationship is one to be “cher-
ished”. When Albanese was 
asked if Xi raised the issue of 
Australia’s participation in sev-
eral military pacts against China, 
he said that issues of strategic ri-
valry “[were] not raised, except 
for in general comments”.

Former Australian Prime Minis-
ter Kevin Rudd recently said that 
the impetus for the deep freeze 
between Australia and China six 
year ago was the “US doctrine of 
strategic competition”. This out-
look is clarified in the 2022 US Na-
tional Security Strategy, which as-
serts that China “is America’s most 
consequential geopolitical chal-
lenge”.

In Bali, US President Joe 
Biden said that the US and China 
must “manage the competition re-
sponsibly”, which suggested that 
the US might take a less belligerent 
posture towards China by not pres-
suring it through US military pacts 
in Asia and by reducing the inten-
sification of the crisis over Taiwan. 
Rudd suggests that Biden’s shift in 
tone might have given Albanese 
the opportunity to “reset” relations 
between Australia and China.

Before Albanese left for Bali, 
however, news broke about a plan 
to station six US B-52 bombers, 
which have nuclear weapons capa-
bility, in northern Australia at the 
Tindal air force base. Additionally, 
Australia will build 11 large storage 
tanks for jet fuel, providing the US 
with refuelling capacity closer to 
China than its main fuel repository 
in the Pacific, Hawaii. Construc-
tion on this “squadron operations 
facility” would start immediately 
and be completed by 2026. The 
US$646 million upgrade includes 
new equipment and improvements 
to the US-Australian spy base at 
Pine Gap, where the neighbouring 
population in Alice Springs wor-
ries about being a nuclear target in 
a war that they simply do not want.

These announcements come as 
no surprise. US bombers, includ-
ing B-52s, have visited the base 
since the 1980s and taken part in 
US-Australian training operations 
since 2005. In 2016, the US com-
mander of its Pacific air forces, 

General Lori Robinson, said that 
the US would likely add the B-1 
bomber – which has a longer 
range and a larger payload capac-
ity – to these exercises. The US-
Australian Enhanced Air Coopera-
tion (2011) has already permitted 
these expansions, although this has 
routinely embarrassed Australian 
government officials, who would 
prefer more discretion, in part due 
to the anti-nuclear sentiment in 
New Zealand and in many neigh-
bouring Pacific island states who 
are signatories of the 1986 Treaty 
of Rarotonga that establishes the 
region as a nuclear-free zone.

The expansion of the Tindal air 
base and the upgrades to Pine Gap 
spy base are part of the overall 
deepening of military and strategic 
ties between the US and Australia.

Intelligence
These ties have a long history, 

but they were formalised by the 
Australia-New Zealand-United 
States (ANZUS) Security Treaty 
of 1951 and Australia’s entry 
into the Five Eyes intelligence 
network in 1956. Since then, the 
two countries have tightened their 
security linkages, such as by fa-
cilitating the transfer of military 
equipment from the US arms in-
dustry to Australia.

In 2011, US President Barack 
Obama and Australian Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard agreed to posi-
tion a few thousand US Marines 
in Darwin and Northern Australia 
and allow US bombers frequent 
flights to that base. This was part 
of Obama’s “pivot to Asia”, which 
signalled the US pressure cam-
paign against China’s economic 
advancement.

Two new security alignments, 
the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (Quad, restarted in 2017) 

and AUKUS (2021), further 
enhanced these ties. The Quad 
brought together India and Japan 
with Australia and the US. Since 
1990, Australia has hosted Ex-
ercise Pitch Black at Tindal, a 
military war game in which it has 
collaborated with various coun-
tries. Since India’s air force joined 
in 2018 and Japan participated in 
2022, all Quad and AUKUS mem-
bers are now a part of this large air-
borne training mission. Australian 
officials say that after Tindal’s ex-
pansion, Exercise Pitch Black will 
increase in size.

In October last year, Prime Min-
ister Albanese and Japan’s Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida updated 
their 2007 bilateral security pact. 
The new “reciprocal access agree-
ment” was signed in response to 
“an increasingly severe strategic 
environment”, according to Kishi-
da, and it allows the two countries 
to conduct joint military exercises.

China’s foreign ministry re-
sponded to news of the expansion 
of Tindal and Pine Gap by saying, 
“Such a move by the US and Aus-
tralia escalates regional tensions, 
gravely undermines regional peace 
and security, and may trigger an 
arms race in the region.”

Albanese walked into the meet-
ing with Xi hoping to end China’s 
trade restrictions on Australia. He 
left with optimism that the US$20 
billion restrictions imposed in 
2020 would be lifted soon. “It will 
take a while to see improvement 
in concrete terms going forward,” 
he said. However, there is no 
word from China about removing 
these restrictions, which limit the 
import of Australian barley, beef, 
coal, cotton, lobsters, timber, and 
wine.

The restrictions were trig-
gered by then Prime Minister of 
Australia Scott Morrison’s insinu-

ation that China was responsible 
for the COVID-19 pandemic. Even 
before that, in 2018, Australia’s 
government banned two Chinese 
telecommunications firms (Hua-
wei and ZTE) from operating in 
its jurisdiction. This was not a triv-
ial policy change, since it meant 
a drop from US$19 billion in Aus-
tralia’s trade with China in July 
2021 to US$13 billion in March 
2022.

During the meeting in Bali 
between Albanese and Xi, the 
Australian side presented a list of 
grievances, including Beijing’s 
restrictions on trade, and Austra-
lia’s concerns about human rights 
and democracy in China. Austra-
lia seeks to normalise relations in 
terms of trade while maintaining 
its expanded military ties with the 
United States.

Rhetoric
Xi did not put anything on the 

table. He merely listened, shook 
hands, and left with the assurance 
that the two sides would continue 
to talk. This is a great advance 
from the ugly rhetoric under Scott 
Morrison’s administration.

In October, China’s ambassa-
dor to Australia, Xiao Qian, gave 
an address in anticipation of the 
50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Australia and 
China, which was due to be cel-
ebrated on December 21. During 
this talk, Ambassador Qian asked 
his Australian counterparts if they 
saw China as “a champion or a 
challenger” of the international 
order. Australia’s government and 
press, he suggested, sees China as 
a “challenger” of the UN Charter 
and the multilateral system. How-
ever, he said, China sees itself as 
a “champion” of greater collabora-
tion between countries to address 

common problems. The list of con-
cerns that Albanese placed before 
Xi signals that Australia, like the 
US, continues to treat China as a 
threat rather than a partner. This 
general outlook towards China 
makes any possibility of genuine 
normalisation difficult. That is 
why Ambassador Qian called for 
Australia to have “an objective and 
rational perception” of China and 
for Canberra to develop “a posi-
tive and pragmatic policy towards 
China”.

Growing anti-Chinese senti-
ment within Australia poses a 
serious problem for any move to-
wards normalisation. In July 2022, 
China’s Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said that Australia would have 
to “correct: several of its views 
on China before relations could 
advance. A recent poll shows that 
three-quarters of Australia’s popu-
lation believes that China might 
be a military threat within the 
next two decades. The same sur-
vey showed that nearly 90 percent 
of those polled said that the US-
Australia military alliance is either 
very or fairly important.

At the Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore earlier this year, Aus-
tralia’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defence Minister Richard Mar-
les said that countries must engage 
each other through dialogue and 
diplomacy. “China is not going 
anywhere. And we all need to live 
together and, hopefully, prosper to-
gether”, he noted.

That Albanese and Xi met in 
Bali is a sign of the importance of 
diplomacy and dialogue. Albanese 
will not be able to get the trade 
benefits that Australia would like 
unless there is a reversal of these 
attitudes and the US-Australia mil-
itary posture towards China.

Tricontinental

Left: China’s President Xi 
Jinping meets with Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese at the G20 summit in Bali 
in November

Above: The US-Australian 
Pine Gap satellite surveillance 
base approximately 18 km 
south-west of the town of Alice 
Springs
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Right-wing oligarchs conspire to
bring down Peru President Pedro

JUNE 6, 2021, was a day 
which shocked many in Peru’s 
oligarchy. Pedro Castillo Ter-
rones, a rural schoolteacher 
who had never before been 
elected to office, won the sec-
ond round of the presidential 
election with just over 50.13 
percent of the vote. More than 
8.8 million people voted for 
Castillo’s programme of pro-
found social reforms and the 
promise of a new constitution 
against the far-right’s candi-
date, Keiko Fujimori.

In a dramatic turn of events, the 
historical agenda of neoliberalism 
and repression, passed down by 
former Peruvian dictator Alberto 
Fujimori to his daughter Keiko, 
was rejected at the polls.

From that day on, still in dis-
belief, the Peruvian oligarchy de-
clared war on Castillo. They made 
the next 18 months for the new 
president a period of great hostil-
ity as they sought to destabilise his 
government with a multi-pronged 
attack that included significant use 
of lawfare.

With a call to “throw out com-
munism,” plans were made by the 
oligarchy’s leading business group, 
the National Society of Industries, 
to make the country ungovernable 
under Castillo.

Violent 
In October 2021, recordings 

were released that revealed that 
since June 2021, this group of in-
dustrialists, along with other mem-
bers of Peru’s elite and leaders of 
the right-wing opposition parties, 
had been planning a series of ac-
tions including financing protests 
and strikes. Groups of former mili-
tary personnel, allied with far-right 
politicians like Fujimori, began to 
openly call for the violent over-
throw of Castillo, threatening gov-
ernment officials and left-leaning 
journalists.

The right wing in Congress also 
joined in these plans and attempted 
to impeach Castillo on two occa-
sions during his first year in office. 
“Since my inauguration as presi-
dent, the political sector has not ac-
cepted the electoral victory that the 
Peruvian people gave us,” Castillo 
said in March this year. “I under-
stand the power of Congress to ex-
ercise oversight and political con-
trol, however, these mechanisms 
cannot be exercised by mediating 
the abuse of the right, proscribed in 
the constitution, ignoring the popu-
lar will expressed at the polls,” he 
stressed. It turns out that several of 

these lawmakers, with support from 
a right-wing German foundation, 
had also been meeting regarding 
how to modify the constitution to 
quickly remove Castillo from of-
fice.

The oligarchic rulers of Peru 
could never accept that a rural 
schoolteacher and peasant leader 
could be brought into office by mil-
lions of poor, black, and indigenous 
people who saw their hope for a 
better future in Castillo. However, 
in the face of these attacks, Castillo 
became more and more distanced 
from his political base.

Castillo formed four different 
cabinets to appease the business 
sectors, each time conceding to 
right-wing demands to remove left-
ist ministers who challenged the 
status quo. He broke with his party 
Peru Libre when openly challenged 
by its leaders. He sought help from 
the already discredited Organisation 
of American States in looking for 
political solutions instead of mo-
bilising the country’s major peasant 
and Indigenous movements. By the 
end, Castillo was fighting alone, 
without support from the masses or 
the Peruvian left parties.

The final crisis for Castillo broke 
on December 7. Weakened by 
months of corruption allegations, 
left infighting, and multiple at-
tempts to criminalise him, Castillo 
was finally overthrown and impris-
oned. He was replaced by his vice-
president, Dina Boluarte, who was 
sworn in after Congress impeached 
Castillo with 101 votes in favor, six 
against, and ten abstentions.

The vote came hours after Cas-
tillo announced on television to 
the country that he was dissolving 
Congress.

The coup against Pedro Castillo 
is a major setback for the current 
wave of progressive governments 
in Latin America and the people’s 
movements that elected them. This 
coup and the arrest of Castillo are 
stark reminders that the ruling elites 

of Latin America will not concede 
any power without a bitter fight to 
the end. And now that the dust has 
settled, the only winners are the Pe-
ruvian oligarchy and their friends in 
Washington.

Liberation

They carried out
an 18-month 
campaign to
discredit former
rural teacher and 
make the country
ungovernable
under his rule, 
ending in arrest

cabinets and 80 ministers, faced 
two failed impeachments by the 
unicameral Congress and left his 
party Free Peru. He lurched con-
sistently to the right, including 
through his appointments, which 
only emboldened the far right and 
its allegations of corruption and 
nepotism.

The fact is that the entire political 
establishment, including the police 
and military, have been thoroughly 
discredited. The charges against 
Castillo were penny-ante compared 
to the vast web of corruption that 
envelops every state institution.

A Datum poll published hours 
before the impeachment debate 
found that Castillo’s ridiculous 
approval rating of 24 percent was 
greater than the 11 percent for Con-
gress.

Castillo’s pre-emptive bid to 
forestall his impeachment col-
lapsed as soon as the police and 
military commands, along with 
their handlers in Washington, re-
fused to enforce it. Castillo’s re-
action was to take flight. Having 
secured an offer of asylum from 
Mexican President Andrés Man-
uel López, he and his entire fam-
ily rode in a limousine toward the 
Mexican Embassy in Lima before 
the head of national security or-
dered Castillo’s escort to bring him 
to the Lima police headquarters 
instead. There he was arrested for 
“rebellion” and “breaking the con-
stitutional order” and sent to prison 
under a preventive detention order.

The Congress was then able to 
move forward its impeachment de-
bate and quickly vote by a major-
ity of 101 of the 130 members for 
deposing him due to “permanent 
moral incapacity”.

Before Castillo’s coup attempt to 
dissolve Congress, however, every 
report suggested that the far-right 
parties were still far behind the 87 
votes needed to depose him, having 
only garnered 55 votes in the latest 
attempt in March.

At the same time, parties of the 
official centre like Alliance for 
Progress, Popular Action and the 
Morado Party had gradually joined 
the impeachment drive, even as the 
far right resorted to strikingly re-
actionary allegations of “betrayal 
of the fatherland” against Castillo 
for even considering aiding land-
locked Bolivia in gaining an outlet 
to the sea.

Castillo directed his appeals 
against the far right not to the 
working class, but to US imperial-
ism, by sending a letter last month 
to the Organisation of American 
States (OAS), an agency complicit 
in numerous CIA-backed coups. 
He begged this US-dominated 
body to defend him against a “new 
type of coup d’état”.

Early on in his mandate, Castillo 
sought accommodation with Wash-
ington by denouncing the Nicolas 
Maduro government in Venezuela 
as undemocratic. This year, after an 
October meeting in Lima with US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
the Castillo administration issued a 
joint condemnation of the Russian 
military operation in Ukraine.

On December 1, from Washing-
ton, the envoys of the OAS recom-
mended a “political truce” after 
warning that the actions by both rul-
ing factions, including the corrup-
tion investigations against Castillo 
and his threats to dissolve Congress 
“risk the democratic institutional-
ism of Peru”. This was widely inter-
preted as a refusal to back Castillo 
and a green light to the right wing to 
move ahead with his ouster.

Castillo combined a right-wing 
programme of mass deportations 
of migrants, constantly depicting 
them as criminals, and lifting virtu-
ally all mitigation measures against 
COVID-19 – even though Peru has 
suffered the highest death rate per 
capita in the world – with dema-
gogic slogans such as “no more 
poor people in a rich country”. But 
the only income redistribution he 
implemented was upwards, through 
handouts and other incentives for 
businesses, ostensibly to abate un-
employment.

This year, he boasted that his 
policies had greatly reduced pov-
erty. However, even the unsafe re-
openings only slightly reduced the 
numbers living in poverty from 
9.93 million to 8.61 million during 
his first year, compared to 6.6 mil-
lion before the pandemic.

The whole region has been 
gravely affected by the ongoing 
global supply chain issues due to 
the pandemic. During the harvest 
this year, the Castillo administra-
tion failed three times to carry out 
an international purchase of fertilis-
ers, which was exploited by those 
pushing for impeachment.

These pressures added to the 
continuous devaluation of the Pe-
ruvian sol against the dollar since 
2014, when the commodity boom 
ended. Copper sales to China, 
whose demand remains anaemic 
and whose prices have failed to 
keep up with inflation, represent, by 
far, Peru’s main export, followed by 
gold and gas.

As the economies of Peru and 
across Latin America slow down 
dramatically, the political crisis in 
Lima signals, above all, that the 
ruling elites will be unable to con-
tinue suppressing the class struggle 
by promoting empty illusions in an 
entirely bleached “pink tide”.

wsws.org

European Union, along with efforts 
by the corporate media to promote 
her as the country’s first female 
president, already ring hollow amid 
right-wing manoeuvres to oust her 
as well and force early elections.

Acknowledging her precarious 
position, Boluarte appealed in her 
inaugural speech for a “political 
truce to install a national unity gov-
ernment” and for “a broad dialogue 
between all political forces repre-
sented or not in Congress”. In other 
words, she is offering her services 
as a figurehead in a government 
dominated by the right.

The far-right opposition in Con-
gress, however, is unlikely to accept 
the offer. It had already attempted 
to oust her almost as viciously as it 
did Castillo, with the aim of install-
ing the president of the Congress, 
José Williams, who is next in line 
of succession. Williams is a fas-
cistic former military official who 
continuously rails against “Marxist 
ideology” and has been accused of 
ties to drug cartels and of trying to 
cover up the 1985 Accomarca mas-
sacre of 69 peasants.

Since taking office in July 2021, 
Castillo had named five different 

l ASIDE from Castillo’s personal 
fate, the events in Peru portend a 
sharper turn by the ruling classes 
across Latin America toward dic-
tatorship, as they seek to place the 
entire burden of the deepening eco-
nomic crisis on the shoulders of the 
workers and rural masses.

Peru’s ongoing crisis of bour-
geois rule, which has seen six pres-
idents in just over four years, as 
well as the arrest and imprisonment 
of every surviving head of state on 
corruption charges, has reached a 
new level of intensity.

A political nobody before join-
ing Castillo’s ticket in 2021, Bo-
luarte has no popular support or 
party. While she had previously 
stated she would resign if Cas-
tillo were impeached, she quickly 
changed her tune once it had hap-
pened. Expedited congratulations 
by the US State Department and the 

Peru’s President Pedro Castillo in police custody after his arrest, above, and below, addressing crowds in Lima after his election victory
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Chen hails 
special 
relations 
with SA
Ambassador highlights 
strategic partnership

ON TUESDAY December 
20, South Africa’s ruling 
party, the African National 
Congress (ANC), brought its 
55th National Conference to a 
close. The five-day event held 
political drama for the ANC’s 
Cyril Ramaphosa, who sur-
vived a vote to start an im-
peachment process, and won 
a second term as the party’s 
leader.

Among the dignitaries was 
Chinese ambassador to South Af-
rica Chen Xiaodong, who used 
an address to praise the strong 
diplomatic ties between the two 
countries.

“It is my honour and privilege 
to attend and address the 55th 
ANC National Conference,” 
Chen said.

He also highlighted what he 
called a special friendship be-
tween China’s Communist Party 
and the ANC. “Let our two par-
ties work together to advance 
China-South Africa comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, and 
promote the China-Africa com-
munity.”

China “looks forward to work-
ing with the ANC to develop closer 
relations between the two coun-
tries, and deepen the bond between 
the two peoples,” Chen said.

Struggle
The party has enjoyed a close 

relationship with the ANC for 
decades, an association that has 
included Chinese training and 
funding.

ANC leaders were among the 
global dignitaries who sent con-
gratulatory messages to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping after he se-
cured a third term during the 20th 
party congress.

Days later, at the Chinese em-
bassy, South African Basic Edu-
cation Minister Angie Motshekga 
expressed her appreciation for the 
party’s political and military sup-
port during South Africa’s struggle 
to dismantle Apartheid, dating 
back to 1961.

“This was after the then Apart-
heid cruel minority regime had 
unleashed brutal repression and 
banned all forms of protests,” Mot-
shekga said.

“Some of our finest revolution-
aries, such as Comrade Andrew 
Mlangeni and Comrade Raymond 
Mhlaba, were trained militarily, 
and in the strategy and tactics of 
the revolution in China.”

While China has established 
relations with several political 
parties in Africa, the Communist 
Party’s closest ties are with South 
Africa’s ANC, according to ob-
servers.

“[It] is somewhat surprising in 
that South Africa is relatively dem-
ocratic and is following a differ-
ent economic model than the one 
in China,” said David Shinn, an 
expert on China-Africa relations 
at George Washington University’s 
Elliott School of International Af-
fairs.

“The [Communist Party] has 
made a major effort to establish 
ties with African ruling parties, 
and the ANC has been at the top of 
its list,” Shinn said, adding that the 
South African Communist Party is 
aligned with the ANC and contrib-
utes to the ANC’s links with China.

“Unlike China, South Africa has 
competitive elections, but other-
wise, the organisation of the ANC 
seems to have much in common 
with the party.”

Chinese relations with the ANC 
are strong and grounded in social-
ist-communist ideology, according 
to Mandira Bagwandeen, a senior 
researcher at the Nelson Mandela 
School of Public Governance at 
the University of Cape Town.

“Mao supported the ANC’s 
armed struggle to end Apartheid. 
Both the ANC and Communist 
Party have a common history of 
fighting to overthrow their domes-
tic political systems and using so-
cialism to justify their rebellion,” 
Bagwandeen said.

In 2008, the party agreed to start 
training ANC members in China, 
she said.

But while the ANC has been 

receiving training from China for 
several years, it does not necessar-
ily mean that ANC leaders accept 
the Communist Party’s political 
ideology, according to Yun Sun, 
head of the Stimson Centre’s Chi-
na programme in Washington.

“Party-to-party diplomacy is a 
key component of China’s diplo-
matic outreach. Given the impor-
tance of China for South Africa ec-
onomically, and the fact that ANC 
is the ruling party, it should not be 
surprising that the Chinese ambas-
sador is invited,” Sun said.

The Communist Party also 
has close relations with the rul-
ing parties of Zimbabwe, Mozam-

bique, Tanzania, Namibia, and An-
gola, which along with the ANC, 
are all founding members of the 
Julius Nyerere Leadership School 
in Tanzania. China helped to create 
the political training school, which 
opened in February, by providing 
US$40 million in funding 

Training
“All six of these African parties 

have ruled uninterrupted in their 
respective countries since indepen-
dence,” Shinn said.

During the liberation struggles 
of some of those parties, such as 
the Mozambique Liberation Front 

and the Zimbabwe African Nation-
al Union, China provided ideologi-
cal and military training when Mao 
Zedong was in power.

Zimbabwe’s current president, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, attended 
a military academy in Nanjing in 
the 1960s.

Shinn said the party had reached 
out to more ruling African political 
parties, but also begun engaging 
with opposition parties in coun-
tries, such as Ghana and Zambia, 
where elections sometimes put dif-
ferent political parties in power.

China now has relations with 
81 African political parties, and 
had especially strong ties with the 

Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front, the Zimbabwe 
African National Union – Patriotic 
Front, the Congolese Party of La-
bour (in the Republic of Congo), 
and Uganda’s National Resistance 
Movement, Bagwandeen said.

African countries have also in-
vited Chinese officials to visit and 
take part in exchange programmes 
and events. Bagwandeen said 
that in recent years, political par-
ties from Djibouti, Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Egypt, Tunisia, Seychelles 
and Tanzania had invited party of-
ficials and delegations to visit their 
countries and attend political con-
ferences.

Beijing has used a mix of cadre 
training and exchanges, work-
shops, education initiatives and 
support to establish political party 
schools to strengthen ties with var-
ious African parties, without im-
posing Chinese-style governance, 
according to Bagwandeen.

“China asserts that it does not 
attempt to force the Chinese model 
of governance and development on 
African countries . . . its training 
programmes and exchanges are 
only based on exchanges of opin-
ions,” she said.

“So basically China invites Af-
rican political party officials to 
study the Chinese way of gover-
nance and economic development, 
and it is entirely up to them if they 
choose to adopt aspects of the par-
ty’s development model and style 
of governance.”

South China Morning Post 

Jevans Nyabiage

Chinese ambassador to South Africa Chen Xiaodong, pictured meeting former Deputy Minister of International Relations and Coopera-
tion Noma-India Mfeketo in Pretoria in 2017, praised China’s special friendship with the ANC at its 55th national conference last month

LUIZ  Inácio Lula da Silva has vowed to 
haul Brazil out of Jair Bolsonaro’s era of 
“devastation” and kickstart a new phase of 
reconciliation, environmental preservation 
and social justice after being sworn in as 
president.

Fighting back tears as he addressed 
tens of thousands of supporters who had 
packed the plaza outside the presidential 
palace in Brasília, Lula declared the end of 
“one of the worst periods in Brazilian his-
tory” under the former far-right president.

“[It was] an era of darkness, uncertainty 
and great suffering … but this nightmare 
is over,” Lula said, vowing to reunite the 
bitterly divided South American country 
and govern not just for those who elected 
him in October’s historic election, but all 
215 million Brazilians.

“It is in nobody’s interest for our coun-
try to be in a constant state of ferment,” 
Lula said, urging citizens to rebuild friend-
ships destroyed by years of hate speech 
and lies. “There aren’t two Brazils. We are 

one single people.” The veteran socialist, 
a former factory worker who was president 
from 2003 to 2010, broke down as he out-
lined plans to wage war on hunger, which 
he called “the gravest crime committed 
against the Brazilian people”.

“Women are rummaging through the 
rubbish to feed their children,” said Lula, 
77. “Entire families are sleeping out in the 
open, exposed to the cold, rain and fear.”

Brazil’s new left-wing president did not 
mention his right-wing predecessor by 
name. But he excoriated the damage done 
by Bolsonaro’s four-year administration 
during which nearly 700,000 Brazilians 
died of a mishandled Covid outbreak, 
millions were plunged into poverty, and 
Amazon deforestation soared.

“No amnesty! No amnesty!” the crowd 
bellowed of Bolsonaro, who many want 
brought to justice for sabotaging Co-
vid containment efforts and vaccination 
against an illness he called “a little flu” 
“Bolsonaro killed my son. He was 20 

when he died,” said one man in the crowd, 
Waldecir da Costa, his hands shaking with 
anger as he held up a photograph of his 
late child on his phone. “I want him to pay 
for everything he did.”

Addressing congress shortly after being 
sworn in, Lula said the “criminal behaviour 
of a denialist and obscurantist government 
that treated people’s lives with callous-
ness” during the pandemic should not go 
unpunished.

Bolsonaro has taken refuge in the US, 
refusing to hand the presidential sash to 
his leftist rival as is democratic tradition.

Instead, during a profoundly symbolic 
and emotionally charged ceremony out-
side the presidential palace, that task was 
performed by Aline Sousa, a black rubbish 
collector from Brazil’s capital.

Lula strode up the ramp into the palace 
flanked by eight representatives of Brazil’s 
diverse society, including one of its most 
revered Indigenous leaders, a rap DJ and 
metalworker, and a 10-year-old child.

Vivi Reis, a leftwing politician from 
the Amazon, shed tears as she watched 
Lula’s entrance. “After so much tragedy 
and a government that plunged Brazil into 
destitution and hunger, we now see that 
we have overcome this. We are here, we 
resisted – and we have won.”

Huge crowds of ecstatic Lula supporters 
flooded the streets of Brazil’s capital to 
celebrate the sensational political revival 
of a man who just over three years ago 
was languishing in prison on corruption 
charges that were later annulled.

“We feel dizzyingly unfathomable relief,” 
said the journalist Arimatea Lafayette, 59, 
as red-clad revellers marched towards the 
congress building on Sunday morning 
to toast Lula’s return and the downfall 
of Bolsonaro, who has taken up residence 
in the Florida mansion of an MMA fighter. It 
is unclear when he plans to return.

“We’ve been through four years of terror 
and now we feel free,” Lafayette added.

The UK Guardian 

Lula pledges an end to ‘era of darkness’
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‘Pious neoliberalism’ is more 
about saving money than souls
The ‘prosperity gospel’ focuses on investing in time as profit and energy 

THE INTERNATIONAL La-
bour Organisation’s Global 
Wage Report 2022-23 tracks 
the horrendous collapse of real 
wages for billions of people 
around the planet.

The gaping distance between 
the incomes and wealth of 99 
percent of the world’s population 
from the incomes and wealth of 
the billionaires and near-trillion-
aires who make up the richest 1 
percent is appalling.

During the pandemic, when 
most of the world has experienced 
a dramatic loss in their livelihoods, 
the ten richest men in the world 
have doubled their fortunes. This 
extreme wealth inequality, now 
entirely normal in our world, has 
produced immense and dangerous 
social consequences.

If you take a walk in any city on 
the planet, not just in the poorer na-
tions, you will find larger and larger 
clusters of housing that are con-
gested with destitution. They go by 
many names; bastis, bidonville, dal-
dongneh, favelas, gecekondu, kam-
pung kumuh, slums, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah.

Here, billions of people struggle 
to survive in conditions that are 
unnecessary in our age of massive 
social wealth and innovative tech-
nology. But the near-trillionaires 
seize this social wealth and prolong 
their half-century tax strike against 
governments, which paralyses pub-
lic finances and enforces permanent 
austerity on the working class.

The constricting squeeze of aus-
terity defines the world of the bas-
tis and the favelas as people con-
stantly struggle to overcome the 
obstinate realities of hunger and 
poverty, a near absence of drink-
ing water and sewage systems, 
and a shameful lack of education 
and medical care. In these bidon-
villes and slums, people are forced 
to create new forms of everyday 
survival and new forms of belief 
in a future for themselves on this 
planet.

Survival
These forms of everyday sur-

vival can be seen in the self-help 
organisations – almost always run 
by women – that exist in the harsh-
est environments, such as inside 
Africa’s largest slum, Kibera (Nai-
robi, Kenya), or in environments 
supported by governments with few 
resources, such as in Altos de Lídice 
Commune (Caracas, Venezuela).

The Austerity State in the capi-
talist world has abandoned its el-
ementary duty of relief, with non-
governmental organisations and 
charities providing necessary but 
insufficient band-aids for societies 
under immense stress.

Not far from the charities and 
self-help organisations sit a persis-
tent fixture in the planet of slums: 
gangs, the employment agencies 
of distress. These gangs assemble 
the most distressed elements of 
society – mostly men – to manage 
a range of illegal activities (drugs, 
sex trafficking, protection rackets, 
gambling). From Ciudad Nezahual-

coyotl (Mexico City, Mexico) to 
Khayelitsha (Cape Town, South 
Africa) to Orangi Town (Karachi, 
Pakistan), the presence of impov-
erished thugs, from petty thieves 
or malandros to members of large-
scale gangs, is ubiquitous.

In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
the favelados (slum dwellers) of 
Antares call the entrance of their 
neighbourhood bocas (mouths), 
the mouths from which drugs can 
be bought and the mouths that are 
fed by the drug trade.

In this context of immense pov-
erty and social fragmentation, peo-
ple turn to different kinds of popu-
lar religions for relief. There are 
practical reasons for this turn, of 
course, since churches, mosques, 
and temples provide food and edu-
cation as well as places for com-
munity gatherings and activities 
for children.

Where the state mostly appears 
in the form of the police, the ur-
ban poor prefer to take refuge in 
charity organisations that are often 
connected in some way or another 
to religious orders. But these insti-
tutions do not draw people in only 
with hot meals or evening songs; 
there is a spiritual allure that 
should not be minimised.

Our researchers in Brazil have 
been studying the Pentecostal 
movement for the past few years, 
conducting ethnographic research 
across the country to understand 
the appeal of this rapidly grow-

ing denomination. Pentecostalism, 
a form of evangelical Christian-
ity, emerged as a site of concern 
because it has begun to shape the 
consciousness of the urban poor 
and the working class in many 
countries with traditionalist ideas 
and has been key in efforts to 
transform these populations into 
the mass base of the New Right.

Our dossier number 59, Reli-
gious Fundamentalism and Impe-
rialism in Latin America: Action 
and Resistance (December 2022), 
researched and written by Delana 
Cristina Corazza and Angelica 
Tostes, synthesises the research 
of the Tricontinental: Institute for 
Social Research (Brazil) working 
group on evangelism, politics, and 
grassroots organising.

The text charts the rise of the 
Pentecostal movement in the con-
text of Latin America’s turn to 
neoliberalism and offers a granular 
analysis of why these new faith 
traditions have emerged and why 
they dovetail so elegantly with the 
sections of the New Right (includ-
ing, in the Brazilian context, with 
the political fortunes of Jair Bolso-
naro and the Bolsonaristas).

In the 19th century, a very 
young Karl Marx captured the es-
sence of religious desire among 
the downtrodden: “Religious suf-
fering,” he wrote, “is, at one and 
the same time, the expression of 
real suffering and a protest against 
real suffering. Religion is the sigh 

of the oppressed creature, the heart 
of a heartless world, and the soul 
of soulless conditions. It is the opi-
um of the people.”

It is erroneous to assume that the 
turn to forms of religion is merely 
about the desperate need for goods 
that the Austerity State has not 
been willing to provide. There is 
more at stake here, far more indeed 
than Pentecostalism, which has 
earned our attention, but which is 
not alone in its work in the slums 
of the urban poor.

Traditions
Trends similar to Pentecos-

talism are visible in societies 
that are dominated by other re-
ligious traditions. For instance, 
the da’wa (preachers) of the 
Arab world, such as the Egyp-
tian televangelist Amr Khaled, 
provide a similar kind of balm, 
while in India, the Art of Living 
Foundation and a range of small-
time sadhus (holy men) along with 
the Tablighi Jamaat (Society for 
Spreading Faith) movement pro-
vide their own solace.

What unites these social forces 
is that they do not focus on es-
chatology, the concern with death 
and judgment that governs older 
religious traditions. These new 
religious forms are focused on life 
and on living (“I am the resurrec-
tion and the life”, from John 11:25, 
is a favourite of Pentecostals). To 

live is to live in this world, to seek 
fortune and fame, to adopt all the 
ambitions of a neoliberal society 
into religion, to pray not to save 
one’s soul but for a high rate of re-
turn. This attitude is called the life 
gospel or the prosperity gospel, 
the essence of which is captured 
in Amr Khaled’s questions: “How 
can we change the whole 24 hours 
into profit and energy? How can 
we invest the 24 hours in the best 
way?” The answer is through pro-
ductive work and prayer, a combi-
nation that the geographer Mona 
Atia calls “pious neoliberalism”.

Amidst the despair of great pov-
erty in the Austerity State, these 
new religious traditions provide a 
form of hope, a prosperity gospel 
that suggests that God wants those 
who struggle to gain wealth in this 
world and that measures salvation, 
not in terms of divine grace in the 
afterlife, but in the present balance 
of one’s bank account. Through 
the affective seizure of hope, these 
religious institutions, by and large, 
promote social ideals that are 
deeply conservative and hateful 
towards progress (particularly to-
wards LGBTQ+, women’s rights 
and sexual freedom).

Our dossier, an opening salvo 
into understanding the emergence 
of this range of religious institu-
tions in the world of the urban 
poor, holds fast to this seizure of 
the hope of billions of people.

In order to build progressive 

dreams and visions of the future, 
we must foster hope among the 
people that can be lived in their 
daily reality. We must also re-
cover and translate our history and 
the struggle for social rights into 
popular organisation by creating 
spaces for education, culture, and 
community in which people can 
gain better understandings of real-
ity and engage in daily experiences 
of collective solidarity, leisure, and 
celebration.

In these endeavours, it is im-
portant not to neglect or dismiss 
new or different ways of inter-
preting the world, such as through 
religion, but, rather, to foster an 
open minded and respectful dia-
logue between them to build unity 
around shared progressive values.

This is an invitation to a conver-
sation and to praxis around work-
ing-class hope that is rooted in the 
struggles to transcend the Auster-
ity State rather than surrender to it, 
as “pious neoliberalism” does.

l Dossier number 59, Religious 
Fundamentalism and Imperial-
ism in Latin America: Action and 
Resistance (December 2022), re-
searched and written by Delana 
Cristina Corazza and Angelica 
Tostes can be read and download-
ed here: https://thetricontinental.
org/dossier-59-religious-funda-
mentalism-and-imperialism-in-
latin-america

Tricontinental

Vijay Prashad
Art based on reference
photographs:

Top left: Sandinistas at the 
walls of the National Guard 
headquarters. “Molotov Man”, 
Estelí, Nicaragua, July 16, 1979, 
by Susan Meiselas/Magnum 
Photos

Top right: Neighbourhood resi-
dents and other guests partici-
pate in Bible study in Petrolina, 
Pernambuco, 2019. Sourced 
from the Popular Communica-
tion Centre (Brazil)

Middle left: Bishop Sérgio 
Arthur Braschi of the Diocese 
of Ponta Grossa (in the state of 
Paraná) blesses food that Bra-
zil’s Landless Workers’ Move-
ment donated to 500 families in 
need, 2021, by Jade Azevedo

Middle right: Participants of a 
march and vigil organised by 
the Love Conquers Hate Chris-
tian Collective light candles 
during a prayer with believers 
of various faiths in Rio de Ja-
neiro, 2018, by Gabriel Castilho

Bottom left: Doing the Ring 
Shout in Georgia, ca 1930s, 
photographer unknown. 
Sourced from the Lorenzo 
Dow Turner Papers, Anacostia 
Community Museum Archives, 
Smithsonian Institution

Bottom right: The March of 
Daisies (Marcha das Margari-
das), a public action in Brasilia 
in 2019 involving more than 
100,000 women, by Natália 
Blanco (KOINONIA Ecunumi-
cal Presence and Service). 
Sourced from the ACT Brazil 
Ecumenical Forum
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TAKE a look around you and it’s obvious there are 

problems. Each day the rich get richer and the poor 

get poorer. Slavery never really went away, it just got 

rebranded.

This is the time for revolution. Deep down, people 

just need to be shown the way, and the problems of 

greed and sloth will be solved.

As that reggae revolutionary, Bob Marley, aptly put 

it in a reggae rhythm: 

“How can you be sitting there

Telling me that you care – that you care?

When every time I look around

The people suffer in the suffering

In every way, in everywhere

We’re the survivors, yes, the black survivors

I tell you what: some people got everything

Some people got nothing

Some people got hopes and dreams

Some people got ways and means

Yes, we’re survivors, like Daniel out of the lions’ den

(Black survivors) Survivors, survivors!

So I I-dren, I sistren

A-which way will we choose?

We better hurry, oh, hurry, oh, hurry, wo, now

‘Cause we got no time to lose

Some people got facts and claims

Some people got pride and shame

Some people got the plots and schemes

Some people got no aim it seems!

We’re the survivors, like Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego (black survivors)

Thrown in the fire, but-a never get burn

So I I-dren, I-sistren

The preaching and talkin’ is done

We’ve gotta live up, wo now, wo now! 

‘Cause the Father’s time has come

Some people put the best outside

Some people keep the best inside

Some people can’t stand up strong

Some people won’t wait for long

A good man is never honoured (survivors)

In his own country (black survival)

Nothing change, nothing strange (survivors)

Nothing change, nothing strange (black survivors)

We got to survive, y’all (survivors)”

Fred M’membe, Socialist Party President
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