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China success
demonstrates
the ‘superiority
of socialism’
l Comprehensive victory over absolute poverty 
l GDP up to more than 18% in just under ten years
l Life expectancy 78.2 years, 2.1 more than the US
l Peaceful coexistence policy contrasts with ‘aggressive, 
sanction-addicted US hegemonic imperial power’

People’s achievements ‘beyond belief’
THE MORE I learn about China, its leaders 
and people, the more my respect and admi-
ration for them and their revolution grows, 
Socialist Party President Fred M’membe 
wrote from Guangzhou, the People’s Re-
public of China.

Dr M’membe, who was on a month-long 
private study visit to China, said that what the 
Chinese people had achieved in a very short 
historical time was “beyond belief”.

“There is no doubt in my mind that the Chi-
nese are very intelligent, disciplined and hard 
working people,” he said. “And one cannot 
ignore or play down the role of their leaders; 
especially Mao Zedong and his Thought, Deng 
Xiaoping and his Theory and Xi Jinping and 
his Thought.

“Fidel Castro was very right when he said, 
‘Xi Jinping is one of the strongest and capable 

revolutionary leaders I have met in my life’.
“I am yet to meet Xi, but I am his very keen 

student and I find him an outstanding revolu-
tionary leader by all historical standards; and 
I have read and followed many revolutions 
and revolutionary leaders in history. We can 
all learn a lot from Xi’s Thought and what the 
Chinese people are doing. 

“Humanity can learn more from the Chinese 
people who have broken their chains from 
colonialism and imperialist domination and 
charted their own path of development and 
democracy.

“Those who have chained humanity for 
centuries cannot teach humanity anything 
and are today choking with envy at China’s 
unstoppable achievements in all areas of hu-
man endeavour. 

“Despite a massive propaganda campaign 

to demonise, discredit and slander China and 
its leaders and people, the truth is coming out 
stronger and stronger.

“A new awareness about China is emerging, 
replacing ignorance and prejudice. Ignorance 
is the root of many ills. Knowledge must be 
the fundamental ally of nations that aspire, 
despite all their tragedies and problems, to 
become truly emancipated, to build a better 
world. 

“We shouldn’t isolate China or allow 
ourselves to be isolated from the country by 
imperialist schemes built on lies, calumny, 
slander and military provocation. The fact is, 
when people carry the same ideals in their 
hearts, nothing can isolate them.

“For a single memory, a single spirit, a sin-
gle idea, a single conscience, a single dignity 
will sustain them all,” Dr M’membe said. 

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe says China President Xi Jinping ‘is an outstanding revolutionary leader by all historical standards’

SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe has praised 
both China’s President Xi 
Jinping’s leadership and the 
Communist Party’s (CPC) 
policy of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics for 
bringing about huge eco-
nomic and social successes 
in the country.

Dr M’membe says Xi’s “ideo-
logical innovations have ex-
panded the frontiers of scientific 
socialism and answered the ques-
tion of where socialism should 
go in the new era”. 

Writing to congratulate the CPC 
on the opening of its 20th National 
Congress held in the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing from October 
16 until October 22, Dr M’membe 
said one of socialism’s greatest 
achievements was the elimination 
of absolute poverty in the country.

“Over the past decade, China 
has achieved tremendous success 
in its development under the stra-
tegic guidelines set by the 18th and 
19th National Congresses of the 
CPC,” he said.

“China’s share of worldwide 
GDP has increased from 11.3 per 
cent in 2012 to more than 18 per 
cent in 2021. GDP in terms of pur-
chasing power parity has surpassed 
that of the United States, making it 
the world’s top economic power. 
China has achieved a comprehen-
sive victory through the Targeted 
Poverty Alleviation campaign and 
the elimination of absolute poverty. 

Socialist staff reporter

Socialism centre 
stage at 20th CPC
National Congress
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“Across China, one can witness 
many vivid examples of ‘Lucid 
Waters and Lush Mountains’ be-
cause of the CPC’s drive towards 
reclaiming nature and leading the 
world in green energy.

“China’s focus on human life 
over profits through the scientific 
dynamic zero-COVID strategy has 
saved millions of lives. Indeed, 
China’s life expectancy at birth in 
2021 reached 78.2 years, which is 
now 2.1 years greater than that of 
the US. In 1949, China had a life 
expectancy of 36 years and was the 
11th poorest country in the world, 
based on per capita GDP.

“It is clearly evident that 73 
years of rule by the CPC has led 
to the greatest advancement of hu-
man and societal development in 
history.”

Dr M’membe said President Xi 
had shown the “superiority of so-
cialism”.

“Since its 18th National Con-
gress, the CPC under General Sec-
retary Xi Jinping’s leadership has 
demonstrated once again the supe-
riority of socialism in state gover-
nance in combination of mass line 
tradition.

“China has vigorously fought 
corruption, effectively controlled 
the disorderly expansion of capital, 
and fervently promoted common 

l Turn to Page 3
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SP ON THE MOVE

Musumali: 
our legal
system is 
in a crisis
Lawyers say elections 
could be in contempt
ZAMBIA’S entire legal sys-
tem is in a crisis following 
the Kabushi and Kwacha 
by-elections, Socialist Party 
General Secretary and First 
Vice-President Cosmas Mu-
sumali says.

He says the conduct by the 
Electoral Commission of Zam-
bia (ECZ) in the Kabushi and 
Kwacha by-elections is a “red 
line” that Zambia was not sup-
posed to cross.

“With the date set by the Com-
mission for the polling day, ballot 
papers were reported to have been 
taken to the named constituencies 
despite the pending court issues re-
garding the same. Many argued that 
if elections went on, the Commis-
sion would be held in contempt.”

The elections went ahead, with 
UPND winning both seats even 
though its main competitor, the 
Patriotic Front, was excluded from 
contesting, with its two candidates 
being denied a chance to stand in 
controversial circumstances that 
ended up before the courts.

Dr Musumali said a bad prec-
edent had been set with how elec-
tions would be handled in the 
country. He charged that there 
were people who stood ready to 
destroy the whole legal framework 
of the country for the sake of win-
ning elections.

“When you have a highly politi-
cised judiciary then you run into 
problems like the ones we are 
running into now. We have a ju-
diciary that cannot be cited to be 
fair, impartial, and that is one of 
the problems. Then you also have 
a political process, political parties 
that don’t want to lose elections at 
any cost,” he said.

Destabilise
“They are ready to destroy the 

whole legal framework of the 
country for the sake of winning 
elections. Lawyers told us that this 
issue was still before the high court 
and you couldn’t proceed if this is-
sue was before the high court.

“Its contempt of court, lawyers 
told us, if this went ahead, it would 
set a precedent that in future is go-
ing to destabilise the whole elec-
toral process.

“This is a red line that should 
not have been crossed. And it is 
also about the voters, the Zambian 
citizens, a lot of them feel like they 
have been denied a choice.”

Dr Musumali said the party did 
not regret not having filed candi-
dates for the two constituencies. 
He also clarified that the party’s 
support was for the democratic 
principle that ought to be respect-
ed. He said the Socialist Party 
could have decided to ride on the 
injustice if it was opportunistic.

“But we didn’t take that move. 
So even today, we feel that if 
something is wrong, it remains 

wrong. And again, there is affirma-
tion that what we said more than a 
month ago still stands.

“There was injustice way before 
these things went to court. And we 
came up and said we were not go-
ing to be a part of this, we were go-
ing to be there to stand with those 
who had been affected – and these 
were the former MPs for Kabushi 
and Kwacha.”

Dr Musumali said the country 
now had a crisis of the entire legal 
system. “It is really painting a terri-
ble picture of Zambian democracy.” 

SOCIALIST Party Presi-
dent Fred M’membe says 
Hakainde Hichilema “is 
destroying our electoral 
system and the standing of 
our courts”.

“With Mr Hichilema as 
President of the Republic 
and the one appointing and 
promoting commissioners 
of the Electoral Commission 
of Zambia we should forget 
about free, fair and peaceful 
elections,” he said.

“The man has no restraint 
when it comes to getting 
what he wants – his will 
has to prevail at any cost. 
This is what happened in 
the Kwacha and Kabushi 
parliamentary by-elections 
teaches us.

“Let’s not forget that 
people had to die, be 
maimed for him to win last 
year’s elections and become 
President. And we haven’t 
seen the end of that. We 
are headed for the worst in 
terms of governance.

“Such an uncontrolled 
appetite for power, glory 
and wealth leads to the 
worst forms of abuses and 
tyranny. 

“He has got what he want-
ed in Kwacha and Kabushi, 
but fyalamutwala kwisa?

We shouldn’t be deceived 
by his rhetoric about the 
rule of law, democracy 
or good governance. He 
doesn’t mean what he says. 
And which dictator or tyrant 
ever said, ‘I am a dictator, I 
am a tyrant and I don’t like 
the rule of law and democ-
racy?’ They all talk highly 
about the rule of law, justice 
and democracy when they 
are nothing but tin-pot dicta-
tors, tyrants.

“But no matter what 
crooked schemes are 
deployed to win elections, 
nothing in the end can de-
feat the will of a determined 
people. Ubucenjeshi bwa 
nkoko pungwa tasakamana. 
Ubucenjeshi bumo cimo 
nokupusa.” 

This is the 
behaviour
of tin-pot
dictators

The Zambian medical students studying in Caracas, Venezuela

Truly, knowledge is power
THE Zambian third-year medical students studying in Caracas, 
Venezuela, recently sent this heart-warming message of thanks 
to Socialist Party President Fred M’membe, as well as other 
leaders and members, for supporting them in their studies.

“A deep thank you to you Dr Fred M’membe, the entire SP 
leadership and membership, for the unwavering support and life-

changing opportunity to study medicine in Caracas, Venezuela.
“Truly, knowledge is power. We are in our third year now, and 

promise you to work hard until the end. We want to come back 
home soon and make a difference.”

Dr M’membe replied: “Best wishes dearest doctors in the 
making. We look forward to your graduation. One Love!” 

Spokesperson Frank Bwalya graduates
THE SOCIALIST Party has congratulated national spokesperson Frank 
Bwalya on being conferred a Master of Science in public relations and 
communication at Cavendish University in Lusaka. Bwalya also won a 
Best Student Award.

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe said, “Dear Comrade Frank 
Bwalya, this is to wish you the very best on your graduation day. Well 
done, we celebrate with you, a great milestone indeed! Wishing you 
more blessings Comrade.

Kanyama women’s healthy skill
KANYAMA Constituency Socialist Party Women’s League members 
have begun the first process of making herbal soaps as a way of empow-
ering themselves.

The programme falls under SP’s health initiative that is training 
women’s groups across the country on how to make the natural soaps.

Rhodah leads the way in Kitwe
COMRADE Rhodah Chongo has been appointed chairperson of Kitwe 
district. Socialist Party President Fred M’membe congratulated Rhodah 
and presented her with her letter of appointment.

Kanyama Socialist Party Women’s League members

Rhodah Chongo, Fred M’membe Frank Bwalya

Security agencies are being 
abused to spy on politicians

THERE IS an illegal, unethical and unacceptable 
practice by our intelligence and security agencies 
that is becoming accepted as a normal and legal prac-
tice, Socialist Party President Fred M’membe says.

“This is the surveillance of opposition leaders and 
the gathering of information about their election cam-
paign strategies and activities and passing that to the 
leadership of the ruling UPND and President Hakainde 
Hichilema,” he said. 

“The intelligence and security agencies are today be-
ing abused by Mr Hichilema as part of his political and 
electoral machinery. Such acts and abuses of the intelli-
gence and security agencies to manipulate the political 
and electoral processes should not be tolerated.

Dr M’membe said the UPND government was using 
intelligence and security agencies to serve its political 
purpose, spy on opposition leaders, and even to keep 
track of its own allies and party leaders.

“Such acts subvert the democratic system and breed 
an atmosphere of illegality in the higher echelons of the 
government,” he said. “They cannot and should not be 
tolerated. Protecting the covert activities of intelligence 
and security agencies cannot and should not be made 
the pretext for such abuses and illegality.

“In order to prevent the continuation of such practic-
es, there’s a need to put in place a clear set of guidelines 
prohibiting the use of intelligence and security agen-
cies for any form of surveillance of opposition political 
leaders and their election campaigns.

“Instructions on surveillance on grounds of national 
security or investigation of criminal activity must be 

codified. The intelligence and security agencies must 
be subject to parliamentary oversight.”

Dr M’membe said the UPND government was mis-
using and abusing the intelligence and security agen-
cies.

“They are being misused to gather information about 
the campaign strategies and activities of opposition po-
litical leaders in order to prolong their own survival, 
instead of using them to gather information about the 
activities of anti-nationals, transnational corporations 
and foreign armies they have brought into our country. 

“This is an unethical, unconstitutional and most 
shameful act on the part of Mr Hichilema and his gov-
ernment. He is resorting to such despotic actions as he 
has failed to perform on all fronts other than boasting, 
posturing and globetrotting – making him seemingly 
insecure and prompting such despotic actions.

“This is an outright violation of laws and bizarre in-
fringement of our fundamental rights. I hope I will not 
be challenged to provide evidence of this. I have delib-
erately decided to be general and avoid naming officers 
who I have personally confronted following me.

“This is because I very well understand the value 
and importance of these institutions if put to good and 
proper use. No nation has made good progress without 
these institutions operating efficiently, effectively and 
in orderly manner.

“I am not out to undermine or destroy these neces-
sary institutions, I simply want them to function in the 
right way, to do things the right way, even if it calls for 
the greatest effort,” Dr M’membe said. 

SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe has congratu-
lated Brazil’s left-wing leader 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva on 
beating his rival Jair Bolsonaro 
in Brazil’s Presidential election.

“We are very delighted with 
the victory of President-elect 
Lula, PT and MST over the 
extreme right-wing forces 
represented by Bolsonaro,” he 
said.

“It’s a great victory the 
ripples of which will touch all 
continents. It will help remake, 
reshape Latin America and alter 
the balance of forces in the 
whole world. 

“Today is not for many 
words, it is for celebration, 
rejoicing. For all that life has 
dealt us, this is a big day, a 
happy day for us.

“Great thanks to President-
elect Lula and all who exerted 
their efforts to make this vic-
tory possible. Congratulations 
dear comrades!”

Lula will take up the presi-
dency in January.

l Left’s Lula da Silva wins the 
Brazilian presidency – Page 11

M’membe
‘delighted’
with Lula’s
poll victory

https://www.theguardian.com/world/luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva
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prosperity and rural revitalisation.
“The Chinese people, especially 

the younger generations, have a 
high level of confidence in the 
CPC and socialism, with red cul-
ture regaining popularity among 
the people.”

Dr M’membe contrasted China’s 
progress and policy of peaceful co-
existence with the warmongering 
policies of the US “pushing the 
world dangerously close to a third 
world war”.

“Europe and Japan have capitu-
lated to the frenzied, militaristic, 
aggressive, sanction-addicted US 
hegemonic imperial power,” he 
said. “Only socialism can counter 
the barbarism of Western imperial-
ism and fascism.”

Dr M’membe followed his letter 
of congratulations on the opening 
of the Congress with another prais-

ing its successful conclusion. He 
wrote:

“As President of the Socialist 
Party (Zambia), I send our con-
gratulations on the successful 
completion of the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC), and on the re-
election of Comrade Xi Jinping as 
General Secretary of the CPC.

“History is full of twists and 
turns, and the world struggle for 
socialism has its highs and lows. 
The role of leaders is crucial at 
critical periods and key moments 
in history. In the history of world 
socialism, leaders such as Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Ze-
dong, Zhou Enlai, Fidel Castro, 
Che Guevara, and Deng Xiaop-
ing, made crucial decisions at 
critical moments and had a signif-
icant impact on history. Without 
these important leaders, socialism 

would have experienced many more 
setbacks.

“Over the past decade, the CPC, 
under the leadership of General 
Secretary Xi Jinping, has led China 
to achieve world-renowned success 
and promoted socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics. His theoretical 
ideas have boosted the development 
of scientific socialism and innova-
tive Marxism. 

“China’s dramatic success, since 
1949, means it has now advanced 
further than any society in history. 
The burden and responsibility of 
leadership and the necessity for in-
novation has fallen on to the CPC 
and to General Secretary Xi Jinping. 
His ideological innovations have 
expanded the frontiers of scientific 
socialism and answered the question 
of where socialism should go in the 
new era.

“Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 

with Chinese Characteristics for 
a New Era adheres to people-
centred development, focuses 
on solving the imbalances and 
inadequacies of economic devel-
opment, advances common pros-
perity and comprehensive devel-
opment for all people, insists on 
safeguarding and improving peo-
ple’s livelihood through develop-
ment, and maintains the harmoni-
ous coexistence of humanity and 
nature. 

“The world today is facing se-
rious challenges. We agree fully 
with the observation by General 
Secretary Xi Jinping that we have 
entered a new period, one not 
seen in 100 years. 

“Europe and Japan have capit-
ulated to the frenzied, militaris-
tic, aggressive, sanction-addicted 
US hegemonic imperial power. 
We in Zambia worry, along with 

all peace-loving people, that the 
United States is pushing the world 
dangerously close to a third world 
war. We condemn the expansion of 
NATO and any provocative viola-
tion of the one-China policy re-
garding Taiwan by the US and its 
allies.

“Sadly, at the same time, more 
than a hundred million people in 
the Global South have recently 
returned to extreme poverty. The 
long 500-year domination of the 
world by Europe and their settler 
states, the United States and Aus-
tralia, is entering its terminal phase. 
Yet the greedy and cruel imperial-
ists will not give up their privileged 
position easily. It is destined to be a 
long and hard historical period.

“In this dark period before the 
dawn, Comrade Xi Jinping’s re-
election as General Secretary of 
the CPC and his continued lead-

ership of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in the new era is a 
blessing for the CPC, as well as for 
the Socialist Party of Zambia, and 
for many progressive political par-
ties and people’s movements from 
Third World countries in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. We 
believe that Comrade Xi Jinping 
is not only an excellent leader of 
the CPC, but also a very important 
leader of world socialist and com-
munist movements.

“We look forward to strength-
ening ties and cooperation with 
the CPC under the leadership of 
General Secretary Xi Jinping, and 
to nurturing the next generation of 
progressive leaders.

“Socialism has saved China in 
the past; today, only China can 
save socialism, and only socialism 
can counter the barbarism of West-
ern imperialism and fascism.”

l From Page 1

Only socialism can counter Western imperialism and fascism

IMF’s loan conditions ‘too broad 
and influenced by shareholders’ 
Unemployment, poverty and cuts to vital public services will result
SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe warns that the 
scope of International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) loan policy 
conditions will lead to brutal 
austerity measures, unemploy-
ment, higher poverty, reduced 
spending on education, health 
and other public facilities, and 
reduced access to essential 
goods and services.

Dr M’membe warned recently 
that it was “only a matter of time” 
before Zambians realised the IMF 
US$1.3 billion loan programme 
for Zambia was a disaster.

“We have been on this route be-
fore and it has not worked for us,” 
he said.

Dr M’membe said loan condi-
tions had been increasing through 
the years and had now become 
far too broad, adding that many of 
them were not relevant to the man-
agement of crises in countries like 
Zambia.

“Some of these conditions are put 
into conditionality packages under 
the influence of or pressure from 
major IMF shareholders for their 
own interests or agenda, rather than 
in the interests of the debtor coun-
try,” he said.

Blunder
“In many areas where condi-

tions are set, neither the IMF nor 
the World Bank has the expertise 
to give proper advice, and thus the 
potential to commit a blunder and 
the negative effects can be high. 
This includes the area of political 
conditionality and issues relating to 
governance.

“In many countries, import liber-
alisation has led to domestic firms 
and industries having to close down 
as they were unable to compete with 
cheaper imports, and de-industriali-
sation has been the result,” he said.

“There is now strong emerging 
evidence that trade liberalisation 
can successfully work only under 
certain conditions. Factors for suc-
cess or otherwise include the abil-
ity of the country’s enterprises and 
farms to withstand import competi-
tion, production and distribution ca-
pacity to export, as well as the state 
of commodity prices and the degree 
of market access for their products. 
In the absence of positive factors, 

import liberalisation may cause the 
country into deeper problems. 

“The implications for condition-
ality are significant. Evidence is 
emerging that wrongly sequenced 
and improperly implemented trade 
liberalisation is adding to develop-
ing countries’ trade deficits. The 
IMF should thus review its trade 
liberalisation conditionality to take 
account of the need to enable coun-
tries to tailor their trade policy to 
their particular conditions and their 
development needs.

“In areas of its core competence, 
there are also serious problems 
with IMF policies. The problems 
with conditionality do not lie only 
in ‘new areas’ outside the tradi-
tional areas of the IMF’s concern. 
The criticism is now widespread 
that even in the areas of the IMF’s 
core competence (macroeconomic, 

financial, monetary and fiscal poli-
cies), there are major problems of 
appropriateness of policy and condi-
tionality. 

“Policy objectives, assumptions 
and policy instruments on how to ob-
tain them are under question, given 
the poor record of outcome. This 
questioning of the appropriateness 
and outcomes of policy had already 
been going on for several years (es-
pecially in relation to policies and 
results in Africa), but the doubts and 
criticisms grew much more intense 
as a result of the IMF handling of the 
Asian crisis.

“Since the type of policies that are 
linked to IMF conditionality have 
been increasingly criticised for not 
working – including because they 
are contractionary and recessionary 
in nature and effect – it is no won-
der that there is a lack of credibility 

and confidence in the substance 
of IMF conditionality, even in its 
core areas of competence. There 
is a need for IMF to review its 
macroeconomic package, re-look 
at the policy objectives and as-
sumptions, compare the trade-
offs in policy objectives with 
the number and effects of policy 
instruments, and widen the range 
of policy options and instruments.

“This review should be made 
in respect of government budget 
and expenditure, money supply, 
interest rate, exchange rate, and 
the degree of capital account 
openers and regulation.

“The IMF has also been heavily 
criticised, especially by civil soci-
ety, for the inappropriate design 
of their policies from the view-
point of social impact, including 
reducing access of the public to 

basic services, and increasing the 
incidence of poverty. The adverse 
social impacts are caused by several 
policies and mechanisms.

“The contractionary monetary 
and fiscal policies induce recession-
ary pressures, corporate closures, 
lower or negative growth rates, 
retrenchments and higher unem-
ployment. Cutbacks in government 
expenditure lead to reduced spend-
ing on education, health and other 
services.

“The switch in financing and 
provision of services from a grant 
basis to user-pay basis impacts neg-
atively on the poorer sections of so-
ciety. The removal or reduction of 
government subsidies jacks up the 
cost of living, including the cost of 
transport, food, and fuel. 

“These and other policies have 
contributed to higher poverty, un-

employment, income loss and 
reduced access to essential goods 
and services. It is not a coincidence 
that countries undergoing IMF 
conditionality have been affected 
by demonstrations and riots. 

“The social impact of IMF poli-
cies is another major cause of the 
crisis of credibility in IMF condi-
tionality. It must be recognised by 
the IMF that the major problem 
with its conditionality is that the 
policies associated with it are seen 
to be inappropriate and harmful.

“This view is not confined 
to critical academics or NGOs, 
but is now adopted by renowned 
mainstream scholars, by parlia-
mentarians of many countries, 
and also by policymakers of the 
countries taking IMF loans and 
undergoing IMF conditionality,” 
Dr M’membe said. 

Act on political violence before it’s too late
THE BUCK for the political and electoral 
violence by UPND cadres stops at President 
Hakainde Hichilema, Socialist Party President 
Fred M’membe says.

“Since becoming President over a year 
ago, Mr Hichilema has made no discernible 
effort to stop the violence of UPND cadres. 
He has not even acknowledged the violence 
of his party cadres and has not openly repu-
diated it,” he said.

“The danger resulting from Mr Hichilema’s 
failure to minimise the potential threat of 
violent UPND cadres is no less potent than 
the harm caused by violent UPND cadres; 
the toleration of intolerance. Since last year’s 
elections, UPND cadres have been attacking 
Socialist Party and PF candidates, supporters 

and campaigners in almost every by-election. 
Innocent citizens are being injured and their 
property destroyed by UPND cadres without 
arrests and prosecutions and without a word 
from Mr Hichilema. There’s total impunity and 
silence. It seems for that what only matters 
for him and his party is to win elections. 
The lives and dignity of political opponents 
doesn’t matter much to him. 

“Arrests and prosecutions only happen 
where UPND cadres are on the receiving 
end. What type of a president is this? He 
wants to be respected by all citizens when 
he cares only about the lives and dignity of 
those belonging to UPND. In the ongoing 
campaigns for the by-elections of November 
4 there has been violence by UPND cadres 

in Lusangazi, Mkushi, Serenje, Mwense and 
other wards, but there are no arrests. People 
have been badly injured, and Mr Hichilema 
has been silent because the attackers are 
UPND cadres and the injured are seen to be 
political opponents.

“Like a growing number of civic-minded 
Zambians, we are increasingly anxious that 
this country is headed toward the worst 
forms of political and electoral violence since 
independence in 1964.

“Our biggest concern is that if this 
violence is not stopped now, a disputed 
presidential election could generate uncon-
trollable violence and bloodshed.

“We urge Mr Hichilema to act on UPND 
cadres’ violence now.”

WE DON’T hate individuals, we 
hate the system, Socialist Party 
President Fred M’membe says.

“What really causes hatred 
is exploitation, oppression, 
marginalisation, humiliation and 
social injustice. That, objec-
tively, is what causes hatred,” 
Dr M’Membe said in a Facebook 
post. 

“For us socialists, it’s a ques-
tion, not of preaching hatred, 
but of explaining a social reality, 
something that has occurred 
throughout history.

“Our mission isn’t a clarion 
call to hatred; rather, it is an 
explanation of the hatred that ex-
ists when people become aware 
that they are being exploited, 
oppressed, marginalised and 
humiliated.

 “We have been harassed, 
unfairly treated and humiliated 
by representatives of this op-
pressive system which we are 
struggling against, yet whenever 
and wherever we meet them we 
are considerate and treat them 
humanely and with respect, 
because we don’t hate them. 
What we repudiate and hate is 
the system.

 “If we have to fight the 
system, we will fight the system. 
If we have to fight those who 
represent the system we hate, we 
will do so,” Dr M’membe said. 

M’membe:
We hate
the system,
not people
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

ON OCTOBER 24 we cel-
ebrated our country’s 58th 
Independence Day.

It marked the historic 
occasion when the country 
finally broke the shackles 
of classical colonialism and 
gained independence from 
the British Empire in 1964.

The British rule was 
established in this territory 
through imperial business-
man Cecil John Rhodes and 
his British South Africa Com-
pany in 1891 and the com-

pany exercised direct control 
over the territory for 33 years 
before handing it over to the 
British Foreign Office.

The British played the trick 
of “divide and rule policy” as 
slowly the territory came un-
der direct British rule with the 
Britishers gradually strength-
ening their hold over it.

To free the nation from the 
shackles of British colonial-
ism, several freedom fighters 
went through unimaginable 
pain, and sacrificed their 
lives for the freedom of coun-
try. They displayed immense 
courage and bravery and 
revolted against the British 

Empire to demand freedom 
for their beloved homeland. 
The struggle led by Kenneth 
Kaunda along with other 
fighters constrained the Brit-
ish to leave India.

Hence, Independence Day 
is celebrated with utmost 
fervour, zest, and a spirit of 
patriotism to mark the in-
numerable sacrifices of the 
freedom fighters of Zambia 
and honour the fact that we 
should be living in a free 
Zambia.

We should always cel-
ebrate this day focusing 
on honouring the freedom 
fighters.

Let’s keep the memo-
ries of all the people who 
sacrificed their lives for our 
country alive. Let us honour 
the struggles of many brave 
hearts who fought for the 
country’s freedom. Let’s 
salute the martyrs for the 
sacrifices they made and 
thank them for giving us our 
freedom.

Let us cherish the ones 
who made our independence 
possible. Freedom is hard to 
get, but we were blessed to 
have it. We got our free-
dom after many sacrifices; 
we should never take it for 
granted.

Today, our independence 
is threatened by President 
Hakainde Hichilema’s military 
deals with the United States 
and business deals with 
transnational corporations.

Let’s stand up and defend 
our independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity 
from Mr Hichilema’s neoco-
lonial sell out, puppet deals. 
Freedom cannot be bought 
with money. We earned ours 
through years of struggle 
against British colonialism. 
Let us remember all those 
who fought for our country 
and not betray them. 

Independence is some-

thing you have to fight for. 
We’ve tried so hard to earn it, 
so let’s never let go of it and 
always carry it in our hearts.

On Independence Day, let’s 
take a pledge to protect the 
sovereignty, territorial integri-
ty, peace, diversity, harmony, 
and unity of our nation.

Our forefathers taught us 
to fight for our independence 
and safeguard it, keep our 
heads high.

Let us live our lives with 
dignity and have the will to 
protect the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integ-
rity, peace and essence of 
our nation.

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party President

We must fight for our freedom



Socialist Monthly, November 2022  5

REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

BEFORE August 12, 2021, there were several in-
tellectuals who risked their careers and even lives 
to express outrage against the many wrongs that 
were happening under the previous government.

There was Dr Grieve Chelwa from University of 
Cape Town, whose opposition to the economic 
reform measures sponsored by the IMF and 
World Bank was conveniently ignored and often 
frustrated.

There were others like Felicity Kayumba, Dr 
O’Brien Kaaba and Dr Pamela Sambo in the 
School of Law at UNZA, whose constant criticism 
of the judiciary and the executive were thought to 
be a matter of principle, not sheer opportunism.

One or two, such as Dr Julius Kapempwa and 
Dr Cleopas Sambo from the School of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences, provided illuminating 
insights that raised public awareness and fed 
greater understanding of the government’s policy 
failures. 

And who can forget the courageous voice of Dr 
Sishuwa Sishuwa, who was subjected to threats 
on his life, faced the threat of prosecution for 
sedition, and was disowned by his employer, the 
University of Zambia, over his critical writings in 
both print and online media?

There was also Dr Munyonzwe Hamalengwa 
at Zambia Open University and Professor Muna 
Ndulo in the United States of America who never 
missed an opportunity to criticise the govern-
ment, especially on matters that touch on human 
rights and the violation of the law. Even UNZA-
LARU, the body of lecturers and researchers at 
UNZA, recovered its voice and appeared to regain 
its lost credibility on matters of public interest, 
such as Bill 10. 

Which of these intellectuals who stuck their 
necks out to challenge undemocratic practices 
and confront human rights violations have con-
tinued with the same spirit or zeal of holding the 
government to power today?

Except for one or two, such as Dr Chelwa and 
Dr Sishuwa who continue to identify with the suf-
fering of the people and have remained generally 
critical of the same things they condemned under 
PF, the intellectuals who previously spoke truth 
to power have become willing collaborators in the 
wrongs of the UPND.

The record is there in the public domain for all 
to see. Today, most of these intellectuals have 
joined the incriminating silence of those who can-
not speak with food in their mouths because they 
are enjoying the perks that come with serving on 
several government bodies, though they will go to 
great lengths to convince unsuspecting victims 
that it’s not about the money, or that the money is 
actually very little. 

Other intellectuals are now deathly silent and 
simply looking away when wrongs occur because 
of a certain allegiance to the party in power, one 
that has anointed itself with the sanctity of a 
religious faith.

If some of the wrongs occurring in this govern-
ment had happened under the previous adminis-
tration, these intellectuals would have been at the 
forefront of speaking out against such vices.

Can anyone imagine these academics keeping 
quiet under President Lungu if ordinary people 
were jailed for insulting the president, or if PF 
cadres took turns to sue the state for malicious 
or wrongful prosecution under the MMD and the 
Attorney General rushed to reach a minimum of 
K500, 000 settlement with each of them with even 
more money paid to their PF-aligned lawyers? 

Those who yesterday were in the front seat 
of condemning wrongs and injustices whenever 
they occurred are the ones who are today giving 
legitimacy to and rationalising the wrongs and 
injustices of the UPND.

Some within the group even say, “Things are 
not yet as bad as they were under PF”, as if the 
PF wrongs are now the threshold we must reach 
before raising our voice against injustices.

Others shamelessly say, “There is no county or 
government that is immune from wrong doers!” 

There is silence while our 
intellectuals fill stomachs

First they came . . . 

ZAMBIA, a better society does not just come like 
that. We have to struggle for it. As a country, we 
have a chance to end despair and hopelessness. 
We have a chance to rethink and build a society 
anchored on values of honesty, equity, humility 
and solidarity. 

We together have a chance to build a society 
that promotes justice, equity and peace for all.

It gets dark sometimes, but the morning 
comes. Let’s not give up; let’s not lose hope. With 
some effort, great effort and the watch, protec-
tion and guidance of the spirits of our ancestors, 
of that courageous Ngoni worrier commander 
Nsingu, we will triumph and make Zambia what it 
was meant to be – our paradise here on Earth.

Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe: We together have a 
chance to build a society that 
promotes justice, equity and 
peace for all

Power and the little tyrants
WE SHOULD at all times uphold the rule of law and 
integrity of the criminal justice system.

By allowing people to be unjustifiably ar-
rested, detained and prosecuted, those in power 
are sending a dangerous signal that the criminal 
justice system can be used to persecute and fix 
opponents of the President. There is a need to 
administer justice fairly and impartiality.

In Freedom Under The Law, Lord Denning wise-
ly remarked, “All power corrupts. Total power cor-
rupts absolutely. And the trouble about it is that an 
official who is the possessor of power often does 
not realise when he is abusing it. Its influence is 
so insidious that he may believe that he is acting 
for the public good when, in truth, all he is doing is 
to assert his own brief authority. The Jack-in-office 
never realises that he is being a little tyrant.”

Our paradise here on Earth

FIRST they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Socialist
Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a trade unionist
Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew
Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me

“First they came . . .” is the poetic form of a 1946 
post-war confessional prose by the German 
Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller (1892–1984). It 
is about the silence of German intellectuals and 
certain clergy – including, by his own admission, 
Niemöller himself – following the Nazis’ rise to 
power and subsequent incremental purging of 
their chosen targets, group after group. It deals 
with themes of persecution, guilt, repentance, and 
personal responsibility.

How can people lose their self-respect and dignity 
this way?

Anyway, as former president of South Africa 
Thabo Mbeki once said, empty stomachs can be 
good or bad teachers. The problem with our Afri-
can intellectuals is that they too have stomachs, in 
addition to their excellent brains.

WITHOUT decisive action to remove obstacles 
to the collection of fair taxes from the mines and 
reduce the government’s need to borrow; Without 
decisive action to explore Zambia’s great potential 
in the agricultural sector by paying particular 
attention to peasant agriculture and agro-process-
ing and linking it to the health and education sec-
tor; the UPND government will be unable to create 
lasting, tangible economic growth or employment.

As we have repeatedly said, the IMF deal that 
this government has pressed its entire hope on 
will not help us much to address the country’s 
rocketing prices, growing poverty, desperation 
and joblessness.                                l See Page 12

Decisive action is needed

No need for new
role for district
commissioners
Kalambalala rejects Hichilema’s call
for them to ‘supervise’ CDF projects 
DISTRICT commissioners 
should stick to their pres-
ent roles in relation to Con-
stituency Development Fund 
committees, Socialist Party 
national youth league secre-
tary Bartholomew Kalamba-
lala has said.

He was responding to a pro-
nouncement made by President 
Hakainde Hichilema while ad-
dressing local authority direc-
tors, chief officers and executive 
mayors. 

“The pronouncement was made 
in the wake of delays in the imple-
mentation of CDF projects by lo-
cal authorities,” Kalambalala said. 
“The President is of the view that 
district commissioners must play a 
supervisory role. The question is; 
is this a good move?  

“Firstly, it is imperative to un-
derstand the genesis of the Con-
stituency Development Fund and 
its aims.

“The fund was established in 
1995 to foster development at a 
constituency level through mem-
bers of parliament and the com-
munity. The aim was to foster 
social economic development by 
addressing community challenges 
faced by the people in their con-
stituencies.

“This model proposed citizens’ 
participation by identifying chal-
lenges and addressing them with 
the fund. So this became an em-
bedment of the Constitution ac-
cording to Article 162 as amended 
in Constitutional Act No. 2 of 
2016.”

He said this was and is support-
ed by other pieces of legislation:
 a) The Local Government Act 
CAP 281, No. 2 of 2019, 
b) The Public Finance Manage-
ment Act No. 1 of 2018, 
c) The Planning and Budgets Act 
No. 1 of 2020,
d) The Public Procurement Act No. 
8 of 2020, and,
e) The Urban and Regional Plan-
ning Act, among others. 

Kalambalala said that In order to 
improve efficiency in the disburse-
ment and management of the CDF, 
the CDF Act was later revised, giv-
ing birth to the 2021 CDF guide-
line.

“This revision was made after 
a budgetary increment of the fund 
from K700, 000 per constituency 
to K25,700,000. The new guideline 
coincided with a new composition 
of CDF committees to include the 
following stakeholders: 
1. Two community members ap-
pointed by the area member of par-
liament,
2. Three councillors from the local 
authority,
3. One chief representative,
4. A representative of the district 
planning officer,
5. A representative of the director 
of engineering,
6. A representative of the director 
of finance,
7. One member of an NGO,
8. One member of a faith-based or-
ganisation,
9. The area member of parliament. 

“The committees appoint a 
chairperson from among those 
leading the deliberations of the 
meetings.

Approval
“The objective of the commit-

tees is to, “deliberate on project 
proposals from wards, (and) de-
velop and submit a project list 
to the local authority for onward 
transmission to the ministry of lo-
cal government for approval”. 

“Having looked at the compo-
sition of the CDF structure, it is 
important to understand what role 
the district commissioner will 
play. Firstly, the general feeling 
is that CDF implementation can 
be delayed because of opposition 
elements among local govern-

ment staff/structure, and therefore 
that district commissioners should 
come in to offer a supervisory role.

“This move is good and in the 
best interest of the party in govern-
ment. It will ensure that projects are 
supervised effectively and wrong 
elements are reported for disciplin-
ary action to government authori-
ties. However, there is a general 
negativity around having political-
ly exposed people, such as district 
commissioners, on the committees. 
For example, most district com-
missioners are not appointed on the 
merit of their academic credentials 
or their expertise, but as a result of 
political cronyism.

“There is no technical expertise 
district commissioners can bring to 
CDF committees other than a cadre 
hooliganism mentality. 

“Secondly, they may be used as 
conduits of ruling party corruption. 
They may influence decisions in 
order to benefit corrupt structures 
– local authorities are spearheaded 
by mayors or council chairs. These 
officers are not part and parcel of 
the committees in the interest of 
transparency.

“Bringing in district commis-
sioners may spark conflicts with 
council chairpersons, mayors or 
members of parliament, who are 
constitutionally mandated by law 
to superintend these important 
components of governance. 

“It is my considered view that 
district commissioners should be 
maintained in their mandate, while 
the constitutional mandate of may-
ors, council chairpersons and MPs 
should also be maintained,” Ka-
lambalala said.

SP national youth league secretary Bartholomew Kalambalala

‘Boasting’ UPND has no direction
THIS UPND government is too self-satisfied and 
too little criticised for its own good or for ours, says 
Socialist Party President Fred M’membe.

“They have tried to silence all the critical voices by 
appointing critics or potential critics to some boards, 
commissions and so on and so forth,” he said. “They 
are also openly interfering with the work of important 
institutions such as the Electoral Commission of Zam-
bia (ECZ), the Judiciary and Anti Corruption Commis-
sion (ACC).

Dr M’membe said this was not a recipe for govern-
ing well. “The wheel of fortune turns and that which 
once appeared fresh, with the passing of time goes to 
seed. 

“We do not underestimate the UPND or the aggres-
sive path to leadership that they have taken, to win at 
all cost.

“In the years before the election, they tenaciously 
laid bare the areas of life and policy where the public 

felt dissatisfied and angry with the PF and its govern-
ment.

“They did not win merely by default, but because 
they managed to capture the public mood. Today, they 
have become arrogant and all we hear is fimba upoke!

“Today, the UPND government may want to ap-
pear that they are strong and confident, but problems 
lie ahead. They don’t seem to know where they are 
headed, and that is dangerous.

“UPND’s great achievement is directionless lead-
ership. They appear to be in control, but no one 
knows where they are leading. Up until today, they 
have failed to define the purpose of their government. 
We perceive no ideological roots. We can detect no 
sense of direction.

“They are high on boasting, showing off, bragging, 
rhetoric, posturing and promises. But they will in the 
end be judged not on what they say but on what they 
do,” Dr M’membe said.



6  Socialist Monthly, November 2022

GLOBAL VIEW

Moving forward
TEN YEARS ago, the situation we 
faced was that the reform and open-
ing up and the socialist modernisa-
tion drive had made great achieve-
ments, and the new great project 
of party building had achieved re-
markable results, which laid a solid 
foundation, created favourable con-
ditions, and provided important op-
portunities for us to move forward.

At the same time, a series of long-
term accumulation and emerging 
prominent contradictions and prob-
lems need to be solved urgently. In 
the face of these prominent contra-
dictions and problems that affect the 
long-term governance of the party, 
the long-term stability of the coun-
try, and the happiness and wellbe-
ing of the people, the CPC Central 
Committee reviewed the situation, 
made bold decisions, forged ahead, 
overcame difficulties, and united 
and led the entire party, the entire 
army, and the people of all ethnic 
groups in the country to roll up their 
sleeves and work hard.

We will move forward regardless 
of the weather, and we will carry out 
the great struggle with many new 
historical characteristics without 
hesitation.

Socialism centre stage at CPC Congress

United and unified
WE HAVE comprehensively 
strengthened the leadership of the 
Party, ensured the authority and 
centralised and unified leadership 
of the Party Central Committee, 
and ensured that the Party plays the 
core role of leading the overall situ-
ation and coordinating all parties. 
Our Marxist political party with 
more than 96 million party mem-
bers is more united and unified. 

World firsts
THE PROPORTION of my coun-
try’s total economic output in the 
world economy has reached 18.5 
percent, an increase of 7.2 percent, 
and it ranks first in the world. Sec-
ond place; GDP per capita increased 
from 39,800 yuan to 81,000 yuan. 
The total output of cereals ranks 
first in the world, and the scale of 
manufacturing and foreign ex-
change reserves ranks first in the 
world. Breakthroughs have been 
made in some key core technolo-
gies, strategic emerging industries 
have grown and developed, and 
major achievements have been 
made in manned spaceflight, lunar 
and fire exploration, deep-sea and 
deep exploration, supercomputers, 
satellite navigation, quantum infor-
mation, nuclear power technology, 
large aircraft manufacturing, and 
biomedicine.

China’s President Xi Jinping at the opening of the Chinese Communist Party 20th National Congress (left); on a screen in Hong Kong relaying the Congress proceedings; and leading Polituro Standing Committee members Zhao Leji and Wang Huning, who return from the previous committee, and newcomers Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang and Li Xi, onto the stage at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping secured a his-
toric third term as Com-
munist Party leader at its 
20th National Congress, 
putting him on course for 
a third term as China’s 
president. He empha-
sised the party’s commit-
ment to socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, 
saying, ‘We must build a 
socialist ideology (and) 
extensively practise core 
socialist values’ 

CONGRESS
QUOTES . . .

CHINA’S President Xi Jinping 
has secured a historic third 
term as the Communist Party’s 
leader, cementing his place as 
the nation’s most influential 
ruler since Mao Zedong.

The Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party (CPC) 
elected Xi as its general secretary 
for a precedent-breaking five-year 
term, tilting the country decisively 
back towards one-man rule after 
decades of power-sharing among 
its elites.

Xi is now all but certain to sail 
through to a third term as China’s 
president, due to be formally an-
nounced during the government’s 
annual legislative sessions in 
March next year.

The CPC also named a seven-
member Politburo Standing Com-
mittee (PSC) led by Xi, its inner 
circle of power dominated by the 
party leader’s allies.

Xi introduced the new line-up, 
walking at the head of the group as 
he led them on to the stage at Bei-
jing’s Great Hall of the People to 
meet reporters.

Shanghai Communist Party chief 
Li Qiang followed Xi, meaning that 
he is likely to succeed Li Keqiang 
as premier when the latter retires in 
March. The other members of Chi-
na’s top governing body are Zhao 
Leji and Wang Huning, who return 
from the previous committee, and 
newcomers Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang 
and Li Xi.

Performance
“I wish to thank the whole party 

sincerely for the trust you have 
placed in us,” Xi said after his ap-
pointment. All of the PSC’s new 
members have close allegiance to 
69-year-old Xi, who was also named 
chairman of the Central Military 
Commission.

The unveiling of the Standing 
Committee and the larger 24-mem-
ber Politburo came a day after 
the closing of the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s 20th Congress, where 
amendments were added to the party 
charter aimed at cementing the core 
status of Xi and the guiding role of 
his political thought within the party.

The Standing Committee line-up 
is further confirmation that Xi’s grip 
on power is undiminished by the 
events of a tumultuous year, includ-
ing a sharp economic slowdown, 
frustration over his zero-COVID 
policy, and China’s increasing es-
trangement from the West, exac-
erbated by his support for Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin.

“In terms of policymaking, it does 
mean that there is likely to be more 
deference to Xi Jinping’s own views 

about how to move the country and 
the economy forward,” Alvin Tan, 
head of Asia FX strategy at RBC 
Capital Markets in Singapore, said.

“I can imagine that zero-COVID 
policy is likely more entrenched, 
and there’s going to be further push 
on the issue of common prosperity,” 
he said.

In his opening one-hour-forty-
five-minute speech to the Congress, 
Xi summed up the party’s achieve-
ments over the past five years, say-
ing it had carried out strategic plans 
to advance the party and the country, 
while responding to international 
risks. He highlighted poverty alle-
viation, national defence and diplo-
macy, and listed Hong Kong and the 
zero-COVID policy as successes.

He promised to improve the pub-
lic health system and strengthen it 
to respond to epidemics and infec-
tious diseases and added that China 
needed to push further on health 
infrastructure, build a system of 
pro-natal policies, and implement a 
national strategy to deal with an age-
ing population.

He counted alleviating poverty as 
one of three “major events” of the 
past decade, along with the party’s 
centenary and socialism with Chinese 
characteristics entering a “new era”.

Xi said Beijing had started “a 
great struggle” against separatism 
in and foreign interference over Tai-
wan, and Beijing had been proactive 
and showed leadership in handling 
ties with Taiwan.

A pledge to complete the reuni-
fication of China – in other words, 
return Taiwan to Beijing’s control 
– received the longest round of ap-
plause of the day.

He told delegates: “We will not 
renounce the use of force and will 
take all necessary measures to stop 
all separatist movements.”

Xi said the party must stand firm 
on its strategy to resolve the Taiwan 
issue and be determined to reunify 
the nation. But he also said the party 
would always “respect, care and 
work to benefit compatriots in Tai-
wan” with economic and cultural 
exchanges.

“One country, two systems” had 
proven to be the best institutional 
mechanism for Hong Kong and Ma-
cau, he said, and must be adhered to 
in the long term, reaffirming that the 
regions would enjoy high autonomy 
and be administered by patriots.

Xi praised China’s scientific de-

velopment, from space exploration 
and nuclear technology to pharma-
ceutical breakthroughs and deep-sea 
exploration, and said the country 
aimed to become more innovative 
and self-sufficient in its technology, 
especially in the face of competition 
and sanctions from the US.

He said China had become a ma-
jor trading partner and destination 
for foreign investment and had intro-
duced a broad agenda of opening up.

Another area of success was 
corruption, Xi said, with the party 
achieving “an overwhelming vic-
tory” in the fight against graft.

He said “self-revolution” was 
one way to escape a historical cycle 
leading to a downturn, ensuring the 
party would never change, and high-
lighted Marxism as one of the fun-
damental guiding principles of the 
country, saying: “We owe the suc-
cess of our party and socialism with 
Chinese characteristics to Marxism 
and how China has managed to 
adapt it.”

Harmonious
Risk and challenges were recur-

rent themes in Xi’s speech. The 
goal was to make China a strong 
and modern socialist country, but 
he warned that the party needed to 
think about the dangers ahead, even 
if the present was deemed safe.

He noted two centenary goals. 
The first, the party’s 100th anniver-
sary, was reached last year. The sec-
ond was the centenary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in 2049, and 
the aim there was to “build a modern 
socialist country that is prosperous, 
strong, democratic, culturally ad-
vanced and harmonious”.

Xi said China must focus on high-
quality development. That included 
work safety, supply chain resilience 
and the “dual circulation” economic 
strategy that focused on expanding 
domestic demand to become more 
self-reliant.

He said China would continue to 
support the development of the non-
public sector, play a decisive role in 
resource allocations, and focus on 
the development of the economy.

Development remained China’s 
top priority, he said, and reform 
would be in the direction of a so-
cialist market economy and high-
level opening, combining domestic 
demand creation with supply-side 
structural reform as it accelerated 

the development of a dual-circula-
tion strategy.

He said education, technology 
and talent were the basis for the de-
velopment of China as a strong 
country and rejuvenating country.

Xi highlighted the importance of 
building a strong socialist culture, 
and the need to influence young 
people and promote that culture to 
the world. The party must firmly ex-
ercise control over ideology, he said, 
making sure the media expounded 
the right values and fostered a gen-
eration of young people influenced 
by traditional culture, patriotism and 
socialism.

On the environment, Xi said Chi-
na would promote green and low-
carbon development and improve 
pollution controls. He also pledged 
to use coal in a cleaner and more ef-
ficient way.

Xi said that China must mod-
ernise its national security system 
and safeguard social stability. “We 
must unswervingly implement the 
comprehensive national security 
concept, maintain national security 
throughout all aspects of the work of 
the party and the state to ensure na-
tional security and social stability.”

He also said China would have 
to come up with capacity and infra-
structure to ensure food, energy, key 
industrial and supply chains, and 
protect the lawful rights of Chinese 
citizens overseas.

On military matters, Xi promised 
to further strengthen the armed ser-
vices, and improve their equipment, 
technology and strategic capability. 
He said the party’s control over the 
armed forces would be increased to 
make sure they were always aligned 
with the party.

Having stressed the importance 
of the military, Xi said China would 
not engage in any kind of “expan-
sionism”, though, and it was com-
mitted to its policy of opening up to 
the outside world.

Xi said the party should continue 
to improve, “cleanse” itself and be 
the core leader of China’s mod-
ernisation efforts. It should also be 
united in ideology and strengthen 
its party education. Cadres should 
“dare to act” and their functions 
should expand. 

Xi closed his speech by calling 
for unity to achieve China’s “na-
tional rejuvenation”.

Al Jazeera/South
China Morning Post
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Socialism centre stage at CPC Congress

Belt and Road
WE IMPLEMENT a more proac-
tive opening-up strategy, and the 
joint construction of the “Belt and 
Road” has become a popular inter-
national public product and interna-
tional cooperation platform.

The ‘four winds’
WE RECTIFIED the “four winds” 
with the spirit of nailing the nails, 
opposed the idea of privilege and the 
phenomenon of privilege, stopped 
some crooked winds that had not 
been stopped for a long time, and 
rectified some stubborn diseases 
that had not been eliminated for 
many years. We have launched an 
unprecedented fight against corrup-
tion. With the mission of “offending 
thousands of people and not losing 
1.4 billion”, we have taken on the 
task of eradicating turmoil and con-
trolling chaos.

The fight against corruption 
has won an overwhelming victory 
and has been consolidated in an 
all-round way, eliminating serious 
hidden dangers within the party, 
the state, and the military. Through 
unremitting efforts, the party has 
found self-revolution, the second 
answer that jumps out of the his-
torical cyclical rate of the rise and 
fall of chaos, ensuring that the party 
will never change, change colour, 
and taste.

legitimate rights and interests of 
employees.

A hundred flowers
WE MUST adhere to the funda-
mental system of Marxism’s guid-
ing position in the ideological field, 
adhere to serving the people and 
socialism, adhere to letting a hun-
dred flowers bloom and a hundred 
schools of thought contend, adhere 
to creative transformation and in-
novative development, and develop 
advanced socialism under the guid-
ance of socialist core values.

Socialist ideology
WE MUST build a socialist ideol-
ogy with strong cohesion and lead-
ership, firmly grasp the party’s lead-
ership over ideological work, fully 
implement the responsibility system 
for ideological work, consolidate 
and strengthen mainstream ideol-
ogy and public opinion in the new 
era, and strengthen the construction 
of an all-media communication sys-
tem, to promote the formation of a 
good network ecology.

(We must) extensively practise 
core socialist values, carry forward 
the spiritual pedigree of the Chinese 
Communists with the great spirit 
of building the party as the source, 
carry out in-depth publicity and ed-
ucation on the core socialist values, 
deepen the education of patriotism, 
collectivism and socialism, and fo-
cus on cultivating an era of national 
rejuvenation newcomer.

(We must) improve the civilisa-
tion of the whole society, imple-
ment the project of civic moral 
construction, carry forward tradi-
tional Chinese virtues, strengthen 
the construction of family educa-
tion and family style, promote the 
morality of the whole of society, 
abide by the public morality, and be 
strict with private morality, improve 
the people’s moral standards and 
civilisation quality, and promote the 
spirit of labour in the whole of so-
ciety, the spirit of struggle, dedica-
tion, creativity, diligence and thrift.

Fair distribution
WE NEED to improve the distribu-
tion system, adhere to the principle 
of distribution according to work 
and the coexistence of multiple 
distribution methods, adhere to the 
principle of more work and more 
rewards, encourage hard work to 

become rich, promote fair oppor-
tunities, increase the income of 
low-income people, expand mid-
dle-income groups, standardise the 
order of income distribution, and 
standardise wealth accumulation 
mechanisms.

Equality and rights
WE NEED to adhere to the basic 
state policy of equality between 
men and women, and protect the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
women and children, and promote 
the all-round development of the 
disabled.

Nature leads
NATURE is the basic condition for 
human survival and development. 
Respecting nature, conforming to 
nature, and protecting nature are 
the inherent requirements of build-
ing a modern socialist country in an 
all-round way. We must firmly es-
tablish and practise the concept that 
lucid waters and lush mountains are 
invaluable assets, and plan develop-
ment from the height of harmoni-
ous coexistence between man and 
nature.

Fighting pollution
WE WILL further advance the 
prevention and control of environ-
mental pollution, continue to fight 
for the defence of blue skies, clear 
water and pure land, basically elim-
inate heavily polluted water, elimi-
nate urban black and odorous water 
bodies, strengthen the prevention 
and control of soil pollution sourc-
es, improve the level of environ-
mental infrastructure construction, 
and promote the urban and rural liv-
ing environment remediation.

Conservation plans
WE WILL implement major proj-
ects for biodiversity conservation, 
promote grasslands, forests, rivers, 
lakes and wetlands for recuperation, 
implement a ten-year ban on fishing 
in the Yangtze River, and improve 
farmland fallow crop rotation sys-
tems to prevent the invasion of alien 
species.

Energy revolution
WE WILL adhere to the principle of 
first establishing and then breaking, 
plan and step-by-step implementa-
tion of the carbon peaking action, 

further promote the energy revolu-
tion, strengthen the clean and effi-
cient use of coal, and accelerate the 
planning and construction of a new 
energy system. We will actively 
participate in the global governance 
of climate change.

Military strength
WE WILL implement the military 
strategic policy for the new era, up-
hold the Party’s absolute leadership 
over the people’s army, and insist 
on building the army politically; re-
forming the army, strengthening the 
army with science and technology, 
strengthening the army with talent, 
and governing the army according 
to the law, and speed up military 
theory. We will comprehensively 
strengthen the party building of the 
people’s army, and ensure that the 
barrel of the gun always obeys the 
party’s command.

National reunification
WE INSIST on the prospect of 
peaceful reunification with the 
greatest sincerity and our best ef-
forts, but we will never promise to 
give up the use of force and reserve 
the option of taking all necessary 
measures. This is aimed at the in-
terference of external forces and the 
very few “Taiwan independence” 
separatists and their separatist ac-
tivities, but by no means aimed at 
the majority of Taiwan compatriots.

The historical wheels of national 
reunification and national rejuve-
nation are rolling forward, and the 
complete reunification of the moth-
erland must be realised, and can be 
realised.

World at crossroads
AT PRESENT, the changes in the 
world, the times, and history are 
unfolding in an unprecedented way, 
and human society is facing un-
precedented challenges. The world 
is once again standing at the cross-
roads of history, and where we go 
depends on the choices of the peo-
ple of all countries.

Shared future
CHINA always adheres to the for-
eign policy purpose of maintaining 
world peace and promoting com-
mon development, and is commit-
ted to promoting the building of a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind. 

The Communist Party of China and 
the Chinese people have provided 
more and better Chinese wisdom 
to solve common problems faced 
by mankind. China’s plan, China’s 
strength, is to make new and greater 
contributions to the noble cause of 
human peace and development.

Marxist practice
MARXISM is the fundamental 
guiding ideology for us to establish 
the Party and the country, and to re-
juvenate the Party and the country. 
Practice tells us why the Communist 
Party of China can do it and why so-
cialism with Chinese characteristics 
is good. In the final analysis, it is a 
Marxist practice, and it is a Marxist 
practice that is Sinicised and mod-
ernised. Having the guidance of 
Marxist scientific theory is the foun-
dation of our party’s firm belief and 
grasp of historical initiative.

Unite and lead
FROM now on, the central task of 
the Communist Party of China is 
to unite and lead the people of all 
ethnic groups in the country to build 
a powerful modern socialist coun-
try in an all-round way, achieve 
the goal of the second century of 
struggle, and comprehensively pro-
mote the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation with Chinese-style 
modernisation.

Taking two steps
TO BUILD a powerful modern so-
cialist country in an all-round way, 
the overall strategic arrangement is 
to take two steps: from 2020 to 2035, 
to basically realise socialist mod-
ernisation; from 2035 to the middle 
of this century to build our country 
into a prosperous, strong and demo-
cratic country; a powerful modern 
socialist country with civilisation, 
harmony and beauty. The next five 
years will be a critical period for the 
start of building a modern socialist 
country in an all-round way.

Power to the people
MY COUNTRY is a socialist coun-
try under the people’s democratic 
dictatorship led by the working 
class and based on the alliance of 
workers and peasants. All power in 
the country belongs to the people. 
We wholeheartedly rely on the 
working class to safeguard the 

China’s President Xi Jinping at the opening of the Chinese Communist Party 20th National Congress (left); on a screen in Hong Kong relaying the Congress proceedings; and leading Polituro Standing Committee members Zhao Leji and Wang Huning, who return from the previous committee, and newcomers Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang and Li Xi, onto the stage at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing 

Problem solving
WHILE fully affirming the achieve-
ments of the Party and the country 
that have attracted worldwide atten-
tion, we must be soberly aware that 
our work still has some shortcom-
ings and faces many difficulties and 
problems. We have taken a series of 
measures to solve these problems, 
and we must intensify our efforts in 
the future.

World peace
SCIENTIFIC socialism has radiated 
a new vitality in China in the 21st 
century. Chinese-style modernisa-
tion has provided new options for 
mankind to realise modernisation. 

MARXISM is the
fundamental guid-

ing ideology for us to 
establish the Party and 
the country, and to re-
juvenate the Party and 
the country. Practice 
tells us why the Com-
munist Party of China 
can do it and why so-
cialism with Chinese 
characteristics is good

‘
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis 
outside the country is produced 
by mainstream media from the 
global north. To provide Chi-
nese perspectives, the Dong-
sheng Collective – researchers 
from various countries – offers 
a China digest. This is an ed-
ited selection. https://dongsh-
engnews.org/en

GDP up by 3.9 percent 
CHINA’S GDP has grown 3.9 per-
cent interannually in the third quar-
ter, surpassing the poor performance 
of the second quarter (0.4 percent). 
In the first three quarters, there was 
an increase in the added value of 
the high-tech industry (8.5 percent) 
and equipment (6.3 percent), and in 
retail sales of consumer goods (0.7 
percent). 

Caixin Global

Budget cuts on way
AN ECONOMIC slowdown has af-
fected the budgets of local govern-
ments, which must cut spending, 
sell assets, and rely on an 18 percent 
hike in transfers (9.8 trillion yuan or 
US$ 1.35 trillion) from the central 
government. Local government 
revenue from land sales plunged 
28.5 percent year-on-year in the 
first eight months.

Caixin Global

Seeking investment
CHINA has announced measures 
to attract investment from foreign 
companies in high-end manufac-
turing, resisting US boycotts of 
its supply chain. It is expected to 
encourage foreign investors in the 
less developed central, western, 
and northeastern regions. In the first 
eight months of this year, FDI in 
China increased 20.2 percent.

Asia Times

Power of magnetism
CHINA has launched the world’s 
most powerful magnetic propul-
sion system, reaching 1,030km/h, 
just below the speed of sound. The 
Jinan site is the world’s first ground-
based, ultra-high-speed test facility 
to use electromagnetic fields. It of-
fers opportunities to solve problems 
such as material properties and 
aerodynamics, and develop high-
speed transportation technologies.

South China Morning Post

A rice for all seasons
CHINA is promoting the world’s 
first perennial rice variety, with 
higher yields, environmental bene-
fits and lower labour and production 
costs. The new strain has yielded 15 
tonnes/ha and halved production 
costs. Supported by the agriculture 
ministry, Shenzhen’s BGI Group 
and Yunnan University have jointly 
promoted the rice to 17 Asian and 
African countries.

South China Morning Post

Climate challenges
RESEARCH has shown that China 
needs a quarter of the world’s US$ 
100 trillion investment by 2050 to 
reach its net zero target. The energy 
and utilities sectors face the biggest 
challenges in climate transition and, 
therefore, need the most capital to 
decarbonise.

South China Morning Post

Healthy improvement
THIRTEEN-year-olds in rural China 
are 7.5cm taller and 6.6kg heavier 
than a decade ago. Thanks to a nu-
tritional improvement programme 
launched in 2012, the average in-
crease in children aged 6-15 was 
3cm and 1kg, although good nutri-
tion and funding challenges remain.

 South China Morning Post

US confirms military aim to 
limit China, Russia in Africa
Security brigade operating in 15 countries, including Zambia
Jevans Nyabiage

WHEN US President Joe 
Biden released his national 
security strategy recently, the 
report did not mention Af-
rica much – one brief discus-
sion near the end on building 
“US-Africa partnerships” and 
a handful of other mentions 
scattered across the docu-
ment’s 48 pages.

However, military analysts say 
the continent is not only on the 
US radar but is a major arena of 
competition with China and Rus-
sia.

The main thrust of the strat-
egy continues a theme Biden has 
sounded since taking office last 
year: the US will focus on com-
peting with China and containing 
Russia.

In Africa, Beijing has become 
the single largest trading partner 
and built mega infrastructure proj-
ects through its Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, while Moscow is the largest 
military arms supplier and its com-
panies have invested heavily in the 
continent’s extractive industries.

“China and Russia understand 
very well Africa’s strategic sig-
nificance,” Major General Todd 
Wasmund, commander of the US 
Southern European Task Force, 
Africa, told a discussion at the As-
sociation of the US Army’s annual 
conference.

“As the Army refocuses on Chi-
na – our pacing challenge – as well 
as the acute threat posed by Rus-
sia, it’s important to recognise that 
both countries are actively compet-
ing in Africa.”

The US says it will outcompete 
China and Russia by investing at 
home, building a coalition of like-
minded states, and modernising 
its military. According to the strat-
egy, the US will “counter demo-
cratic backsliding by imposing 
costs for coups and pressing for 
progress on civilian transitions”, 
and, “push back on the destabilis-
ing impact of the Russia-backed 
Wagner Group”, the Moscow-
based mercenary network.

Leverage
“These are sensible priorities, 

but they’re also not surprising 
given Russia’s attack on Ukraine, 
which delayed the strategy for 
months, and America’s rising ten-
sions with China, which date from 
well before Joe Biden became 
president,” Christopher S. Chivvis, 
the director of the American State-
craft programme at the Carnegie 
Endowment, said.

Wasmund discussed how the 
army used its training of African 
militaries through its 2nd Security 
Force Assistance Brigade to ward 
off the growing Chinese and Rus-
sian influence on the continent.

“They are seeking to influence 
events on the continent in their 
favour using political influence, 
disinformation, economic leverage 
and malign military activity. We 
also know that violent extremist or-
ganisations are a persistent threat,” 
Wasmund said.

Defence News reported that 
since the army deployed the bri-

gade to Africa in 2020, it has con-
ducted activities in more than 15 
countries across the continent, with 
a regular presence in 11 of them. 
The army has carried out training 
in Ghana, Morocco, Tunisia, Sen-
egal, Somalia, Djibouti, Botswana, 
Zambia, Tanzania, Ivory Coast, 
Niger and Kenya.

In recent years, China has in-
creased its military and police co-
operation with Africa, to protect its 
economic interests and citizens. It 
also opened its first overseas mili-
tary base in 2017, in the coastal 
East African nation of Djibouti.

Russia has also increased its 
military presence in Libya, Su-
dan, Mali and the Central African 
Republic, often in the form of the 
Wagner Group, which provides se-
curity for governments – or coup 
leaders, in the case of Mali and 
Burkina Faso – and also trains 
militaries.

Luke Patey, a senior researcher 
at the Danish Institute for Interna-
tional Studies, noted the diversity 
and strength of China’s economic, 
political and military relationships 
with many African countries – in-
cluding deeper military coopera-
tion, training and arms sales.

“If you’re sitting in the Pen-
tagon the fear is that, in the near 
future, China’s influence may con-
strain the US security interests on 
the African continent,” Patey said.

China was still playing catch-
up to US military cooperation and 
training in Africa, he said, but so 
were Russia, Europe and the Gulf 
states. “Whether it likes it or not, 
the United States will need to learn 
how to live with African countries 
having a diversity of options in 
military partners,” Patey said.

However, Patey said, coopera-
tion with African militaries would 
not necessarily advance US inter-
ests. “Some of Africa’s longest-
ruling authoritarian leaders, in-
cluding Sudan’s former president 
Omar al-Bashir, received military 
training in the United States. They 
then went on to rule over countries 
that faced decades of American 
sanctions,” he said.

Russia’s presence in Africa is 
limited but increasing, according 
to Liselotte Odgaard, a profes-
sor at the Norwegian Institute for 
Defence Studies and senior fellow 
at Hudson Institute. China’s pres-
ence, on the other hand, was more 
worrying to the US, she added.

“China is establishing a strate-
gic foothold across Africa, and it is 
increasingly not just an economic 
but also a security and defence 
presence,” Odgaard said. In addi-
tion to the Djibouti base, China’s 
arms sales to Africa have been on 
the rise.

China’s security actions in Af-
rica are part of its agenda to build 
political, diplomatic and strategic 
influence on the continent, accord-
ing to Benjamin Barton, associate 
professor at the University of Not-
tingham’s Malaysia campus.

“Any opportunity China seizes 
to advance its influence is indi-
rectly seen as a threat in Washing-
ton because it feeds into the spiral 
of bilateral strategic rivalry tak-
ing place in Africa and ultimately 
across the world as a whole,” Bar-
ton said.

Concerning Russia, he said, 
for all President Vladimir Putin’s 
moves to restore his nation to the 
centre of world politics, Moscow 
no longer had anything like Bei-
jing’s global influence.

But since the US was lead-
ing the charge to force Russia to 
leave Ukraine – attempting to shut 
down its diplomatic, economic and 

military avenues – Moscow’s re-
emergence in the African security 
realm had gained strategic signifi-
cance, Barton said.

He said that another US concern 
was the Wagner Group, which 
is accused of killing civilians in 
the Central African Republic and 
Mali. “Although Moscow has de-
nied any official links with these 
groups, reports would indicate 
otherwise,” Barton said.

Barton said that, for the most 
part, since the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
21 years ago, US training had fo-
cused on combating jihadism in 
Africa, mostly in the Sahara and 
Sahel regions.

Much like the European Union, 
US training programmes in Africa 
involve non-tangible insight into 
American democratic practices, 
rule of law and the protection of 
human rights.

But the training the People’s 
Liberation Army provided for its 
African counterparts was intended 
to spread influence by sharing 
Chinese military best practices, 
Barton said.

“Although they may be re-
sponding to a specific training 
need, they are seen as a means of 
demonstrating the value of Chi-
nese military and tactical philoso-
phies,” he added.

Priyal Singh, senior researcher 
at the Institute for Security Studies 
in Pretoria, South Africa, said Rus-
sia’s role as the continent’s leading 
arms supplier did raise US alarm.

“While these exports are pri-
marily concentrated among a few 
North African states, this trade 
allows Moscow to benefit from 
the African market, while cir-
cumventing Western sanctions,” 
Singh said.

He said the Russian trade of-
fered African nations a more 
diverse set of international part-
ners to secure arms and weapons 
outside the conditions imposed 
by Western nations, which often 
related to concerns over human 
rights abuses.

“This leads to significant con-
cern among Western actors like 
the US,” Singh said.

South China Morning Post

Ghana engineers and Senegalese paratroopers stand in formation during the opening ceremony of US Africa Command-sponsored 
Exercise Western Accord, an annual joint training programme between the US, West African states and partner nations

Brigadier General Peter Bailey and US Embassy Zambia Chargé d’Affaires Martin Dale with President 
Hakiende Hichilema at the signing of the accord to open an AFRICOM office in Lusaka

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3195754/us-national-security-strategy-calls-competition-china-its-most?module=inline&pgtype=article
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3195754/us-national-security-strategy-calls-competition-china-its-most?module=inline&pgtype=article
https://www.scmp.com/topics/belt-and-road-initiative?module=inline&pgtype=article
https://www.scmp.com/topics/belt-and-road-initiative?module=inline&pgtype=article
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Doomsday clock now on the
verge of a nuclear midnight 
Even a single 
tactical strike 
could result 
in the death 
of more than 
91.5 million

SINCE 1947, the Dooms-
day Clock has measured 
the likelihood of a human-
made catastrophe, namely to 
warn the world against the 
possibility of a nuclear holo-ibility of a nuclear holo-
caust.

The Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, who attend to this 
clock, originally set the device 
at seven minutes to midnight, 
with midnight being, essen-
tially, the end of the world. The 
farthest that the clock has been 
from midnight was in 1991, 
when it was set at 17 minutes 
from midnight. The closest to 
midnight that the clock has been 
is now. Since 2020, the clock 
has sat at “doom’s doorstep” – 
100 seconds from midnight.

The motivation for this alarm-
ing setting was the unilateral with-
drawal by the United States from 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty in 2019. This is the 
“most dangerous situation that 
humanity has faced”, said former 
President of Ireland and 
former United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mary Robinson.

To contribute to the dialogue 
about this “most dangerous situ-
ation”, Tricontinental: Institute 
for Social Research has launched 
a new series of texts called Stud-
ies on Contemporary Dilemmas. 
These dilemmas include the press-
ing questions of the climate and 
environmental catastrophe, the 
wastefulness of military spending 
and the perils of warfare, and the 
deepening sensibility of despair 
and individualism.

The solutions to these dilem-
mas are not beyond our capacity 
to resolve; our planet contains the 
resources needed to address them. 
We do not lack ideas or resources; 
the problem is that we lack politi-
cal power. Elements of the policies 
needed in the world have been sit-
ting in amber inside the United Na-
tions Charter for decades, ignored 
by those who hoard power, privi-
lege, and property. Our Studies on 
Contemporary Dilemmas are in-
tended to stimulate debates around 
the broad issues of our times with 
the hope that these debates will 
galvanise social forces to prevent 
the impending doomsday.

The first study in this series, 
produced in collaboration 
with Monthly Review and No 
Cold War, is called The United 
States Is Waging a New Cold War: 
A Socialist Perspective. The essays 
in this text provide a close assess-
ment of the policy of the United 
States, which aims to maintain its 
control over the international sys-

tem, including through its pursuit 
of nuclear primacy and willingness 
to launch even a “limited nuclear 
war” to attain its ends.

A simulation of nuclear war 
conducted by Princeton University 
in 2020 showed that if even one 
tactical strike is made by any 
nuclear power, it could result in 
the immediate death of 91.5 mil- death of 91.5 mil-
lion people; “deaths from nuclear 
fallout and other long-term effects 
would significantly increase this 
estimate”, wrote the researchers.

In our study, John Bellamy 
Foster, editor of Monthly Review, 
writes, “just as the full destructive 
implications of climate change 
threatening the very existence of 
humanity are in large part denied 
by the powers that be, so are the 
full planetary effects of nuclear 
war, which scientific research 
about nuclear winter tells us will 
effectively annihilate the popula-
tion of every continent on Earth”. 
Our calls for peace, therefore, must 
be as powerful as our calls to save 
the planet from the climate catas-
trophe.

In the aftermath of the US nu-
clear strikes on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945, the World Peace 
Council issued the Stockholm 
Appeal:
l We demand the outlawing of 
atomic weapons as instruments 
of intimidation and mass murder 
of peoples. We demand strict in-
ternational control to enforce this 
measure.
l We believe that any government 
which first uses atomic weapons 
against any other country whatso-
ever will be committing a crime 
against humanity and should be 
dealt with as a war criminal.
l We call on all men and women 
of good will throughout the world 
to sign this appeal.

Within two weeks, 1.5 million 
people had signed the appeal.

In 1947, the hibakusha (the sur-
vivors of the nuclear attack) and 
Hiroshima’s then mayor Shinzo 
Hamai initiated Hiroshima Day, 
which has since become an annual 

ceremony on August 6. The Peace 
Bell at Hiroshima’s Peace Memo-
rial Museum and Park rings at 8.15 
am, the exact moment when the 
bomb exploded, and paper cranes 
and paper lanterns float on the wa-
ter near Genbaku Dome, the only 
building left standing from the 
carnage. The importance and vi-
tality of Hiroshima Day has now 
withered. It is imperative to revive 
such a day as part of the process 
of rescuing the collective life.

Our second study in this series 
began to take shape a month into 
the war in Ukraine, when Tri-
continental: Institute for Social 
Research began a conversation 
with Jeremy Corbyn, a member 
of the UK Parliament and former 
leader of the UK Labour Party, and 
his team at the Peace and Justice 
Project. We felt that there was an 
urgent need to stimulate the peace 
movement with a discussion about 
the various catastrophes that had 
begun to ripple outward from 
Ukraine, including galloping infla-
tion that is out of control.

We invited a range of writers 
from Brazil to the United King-
dom, from South Africa to India, 

to reflect on the immediate crisis 
through the vital concept of non-
alignment, which was born in the 
anti-colonial struggles of the 20th 
century and institutionalised in the 
Nonaligned Movement (1961). 
These essays – produced in col-
laboration with Morning Star, Glo-
betrotter, and the Peace and Justice 
Project – have now been published 
as Looking Over the Horizon at 
Nonalignment and Peace, Studies 
on Contemporary Dilemmas no. 2.

In his contribution to the book-
let, Corbyn reflects on the idea of 
peace for our times:

“Some say to discuss peace at a 
time of war is a sign of some kind 
of weakness; the opposite is true. 
It is the bravery of peace protest-
ers around the world that stopped 
some governments from being in-
volved in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, 
Syria, Yemen, or any of the dozens 
of other conflicts going on.

“Peace is not just the absence of 
war; it is real security. The security 
of knowing you will be able to eat, 
your children will be educated and 
cared for, and a health service will 
be there when you need it. For mil-
lions, that is not a reality now; the 
after effects of the war in Ukraine 
will take that away from millions 
more.

Meanwhile, many countries are 
now increasing arms spending and 
investing resources in more and 
more dangerous weapons. The 
United States has just approved 
its biggest-ever defence budget. 
These resources used for weap-
ons are all resources not used for 
health, education, housing, or en-
vironmental protection.

“This is a perilous and danger-
ous time. Watching the horror play 
out and then preparing for more 
conflicts in the future will not en-
sure that the climate crisis, poverty 
crisis, or food supply is addressed. 
It’s up to all of us to build and 
support movements that can chart 
another course for peace, security, 
and justice for all.

Such a clear statement for a 
world of peace is the antidote we 

need to address what Mary Rob-
inson has warned us is the ‘most 
dangerous situation that humanity 
has ever faced’.”

On the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly, 19 
member states of the Group of 
Friends in Defence of the Charter 
of the United Nations met to dis-
cuss the need to strengthen mul- the need to strengthen mul- strengthen mul-
tilateralism to “forge collective, 
inclusive, and effective solutions 
to the common challenges and 
threats of the 21st century”. Col-
lective and common: these need 
to be our keywords. Less division, 
more collectivity; less building for 
war and more building for peace.

The language of the Group of 
Friends is in the lineage of the 
Nonaligned Movement and the 
African-Asian Conference, held in 
Bandung, Indonesia, in 1955. As 
the leaders of the new post-colo-
nial states met in Bandung to talk 
about nonalignment and peace, the 
Malaysian socialist poet Usman 
Awang (1929-2001) wrote Bunga 
Popi (Poppies), a poem about the 
ugliness of war:

From blood, from pus
that rots in the soil, 
from skeletons that
have lost their lives, 
snatched by weapons, 
the result of war maniacs
who kill love, the red
flowers bloom beautifully, 
requesting to be adored.

l The United States Is Waging a 
New Cold War: A Socialist Per-
spective and Looking Over the Ho-
rizon at Nonalignment and Peace, 
Studies on Contemporary Dilem-
mas no. 2 can be found on the Tri-
continental website at:
https://thetricontinental.org/the-
united-states-is-waging-a-new-
cold-war-a-socialist-perspective/
and:
https://thetricontinental.org/
studies-on-contemporary-dilem-
mas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
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THE Haitian people are inten-
sifying their struggle against 
looming imperialist interven-
tion with sustained militant 
demonstrations in defence of 
their country’s independence.

Many thousands have pro-
tested in the country’s capital 
Port-au-Prince, attempting to 
march on the US embassy.
They faced fierce repression 
from police loyal to the illegiti-
mate government of de-facto 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry. 

The demonstration took 
place on the anniversary of 
the death of Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines, a hero of the 
Haitian Revolution, who re-
mains an icon of the country’s 
ongoing fight to defend its 
sovereignty.

The Haitian Revolution 
shook the world at the onset 
of the 19th century – the first 
successful slave rebellion to 
establish a republic terrified 
the rich and powerful. Haiti 
has been under constant at-
tack ever since.

As the people of Haiti 
continue their struggle, in the 
halls of power outside the 
country plans for a military 
intervention are taking shape. 
While much remains uncertain 
about the scale and form 
of the intervention, several 
recent events have intensified 
the situation. 

Recently at the United Na-
tions, the United States along 
with Mexico rolled out a pro-
posed resolution that would 
authorise the deployment of a 
military force into the country.

Ostensibly the purpose 
would be to break the stran-
glehold that criminal gangs 
have over the country. In 
recent weeks, gangs – which 
are often connected to differ-
ent elite power centres in Haiti 
– have blocked off major parts 
of the country and seized criti-
cal transportation arteries. 

This situation has caused 
major hardships for the 
people of Haiti, but in reality 
intervention by an “interna-
tional force” would be aimed 
at stabilising the rule of Ariel 
Henry.

Henry was installed in the 
wake of last year’s assas-
sination of President Jovenel 
Moïse. Henry has no mandate 
to govern from the Haitian 
people. His government is in 
place and given international 
recognition only because he 
was backed by the United 
States and allied powers. His 
administration is favoured 
because he has no desire to 
challenge the looting of Haiti 
by western corporations or 
assert its independence.

The US and Canadian 
governments announced re-
cently that they were sending 
“security aid” to the Haitian 
National Police. This includes 
formidable weaponry such 
as military-style armoured 
vehicles, and is widely viewed 
as a possible precursor to an 
all-out invasion.

United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres, 
the former Prime Minister of 
NATO power Portugal, said, 
“We need an armed action to 
release the port and to allow 
for a humanitarian corridor to 
be established.” The language 
of a “humanitarian corridor” 
is a familiar formulation in 
the language of imperialism, 
designed to make a military 
invasion more palatable to 
international public opinion. 

Liberation

Haitians 
protest 
over US 
threat

https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/
https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/
https://thebulletin.org/sites/default/files/1991%20Clock%20Statement.pdf
https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/current-time/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/1924779/us-withdraws-from-intermediate-range-nuclear-forces-treaty/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/1924779/us-withdraws-from-intermediate-range-nuclear-forces-treaty/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/t/avc/trty/102360.htm
https://thebulletin.org/2020/01/press-release-it-is-now-100-seconds-to-midnight/
https://thetricontinental.org/the-united-states-is-waging-a-new-cold-war-a-socialist-perspective/
http://monthlyreview.org/
http://nocoldwar.org/
http://nocoldwar.org/
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2020-07/features/plan-nuclear-war-could-progress
https://www.marx-memorial-library.org.uk/project/jd-bernal/threat-nuclear-war-and-stockholm-appeal
https://www.marx-memorial-library.org.uk/project/jd-bernal/threat-nuclear-war-and-stockholm-appeal
https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-ten-theses-on-marxism-and-decolonisation/
https://www.morningstaronline.co.uk/
https://globetrotter.media/
https://globetrotter.media/
https://thecorbynproject.com/
https://thecorbynproject.com/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://mppre.gob.ve/comunicado/declaracion-politica/
https://mppre.gob.ve/comunicado/declaracion-politica/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://thetricontinental.org/the-united-states-is-waging-a-new-cold-war-a-socialist-perspective
https://thetricontinental.org/the-united-states-is-waging-a-new-cold-war-a-socialist-perspective
https://thetricontinental.org/the-united-states-is-waging-a-new-cold-war-a-socialist-perspective
https://thetricontinental.org/the-united-states-is-waging-a-new-cold-war-a-socialist-perspective
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
https://thetricontinental.org/studies-on-contemporary-dilemmas-2-non-alignment-and-peace/
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Petro calls 
for peace 
and social
justice
Colombia President says
war with planet must end

EACH year, in the last weeks 
of September, the world’s 
leaders gather in New York 
City to speak at the podium 
of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. The speeches 
can usually be forecast well 
in advance, either tired ar-
ticulations of values that do 
not get acted upon or bel-
ligerent voices that threaten 
war in an institution built to 
prevent war.

However, every once in a 
while, a speech shines through, a 
voice emanates from the cham-
ber and echoes around the world 
for its clarity and sincerity.

This year, that voice belongs to 
Colombia’s recently inaugurated 
left-wing president Gustavo Petro, 
whose brief remarks distilled with 
poetic precision the problems in 
our world and the cascading cri-
ses of social distress, the addiction 
to money and power, the climate 
catastrophe and environmental 
destruction. “It is time for peace,” 
President Petro said. “We are also 
at war with the planet. Without 
peace with the planet, there will be 
no peace among nations. Without 
social justice, there is no social 
peace.”

Colombia has been gripped by 
violence since it won its indepen-
dence from Spain in 1810. This 
violence emanated from Colom-
bia’s elites, whose insatiable desire 
for wealth has meant the absolute 
impoverishment of the people and 
the failure of the country to devel-
op anything that resembles liberal-
ism. Decades of political action to 
build the confidence of the masses 
in Colombia culminated in a cycle 
of protests beginning in 2019 that 
led to Petro’s electoral victory.

Temptation
The new centre-left government 

has pledged to build social demo-
cratic institutions in Colombia and 
to banish the country’s culture of 
violence. Though the Colombian 
army, like armed forces around the 
world, prepares for war, President 
Petro told them in August 2022 
that they must now “prepare for 
peace” and must become “an army 
of peace”.

When thinking about violence 
in a country like Colombia, there is 
a temptation to focus on drugs, co-
caine in particular. The violence, it 
is often suggested, is an outgrowth 
of the illicit cocaine trade. But this 
is an ahistorical assessment.

Colombia experienced terrible 

bloodshed long before highly pro-
cessed cocaine became increas-
ingly popular from the 1960s on-
wards. The country’s elite has used 
murderous force to prevent any 
dilution of its power, including the 
1948 assassination of Jorge Gaitán, 
the former mayor of Colombia’s 
capital of Bogotá, that led to a pe-
riod known as La Violencia (The 
Violence). Liberal politicians and 
communist militants faced the steel 
of the Colombian army and police 
on behalf of this granite block of 
power backed by the United States, 
which has used Colombia to ex-
tend its power into South America. 
Fig leaves of various types were 
used to cover over the ambitions 
of the Colombian elite and their 
benefactors in Washington. In the 
1990s, one such cover was the War 
on Drugs.

By all accounts – whether of 
the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime or the US gov-
ernment’s Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) – the largest con-
sumers of illegal narcotics (can-
nabis, opioids, and cocaine) are in 
North America and Western Eu-
rope. A recent UN study shows that 
“cocaine use in the United States 
has been fluctuating and increas-
ing after 2013 with a more stable 
trend observed in 2019”. The War 
on Drugs strategy, initiated by the 
United States and Western coun-
tries, has had a two-pronged ap-
proach to the drugs crisis; first, to 
criminalise retailers in Western 
countries and, second, to go to war 
against the peasants who produce 
the raw material in these drugs in 
countries such as Colombia.

In the United States, for in-
stance, almost two million people 
– disproportionately black and 
latino – are caught in the prison 
industrial complex, with 400,000 
of them imprisoned or on proba-
tion for nonviolent drug offences 
(mostly as petty dealers in a vastly 
profitable drug empire). The col-
lapse of employment opportunities 
for young people in working-class 
areas and the allure of wages from 
the drug economy continue to at-
tract low-level employees of the 
global drug commodity chain, 
despite the dangers of this profes-
sion. The War on Drugs has made a 
negligible impact on this pipeline, 
which is why many countries have 
now begun to decriminalise drug 
possession and drug use (particu-
larly cannabis).

The obduracy of the Colombian 
elite – backed by the US govern-
ment – to allow any democratic 
space to open in the country led 
the left to take up armed struggle 
in 1964 and then return to the 
gun when the elite shut down the 
promise of the democratic path in 

the 1990s. In the name of the war 
against the armed left, as well as 
the War on Drugs, the Colombian 
military and police have crushed 
any dissent in the country. De-
spite evidence of the financial and 
political ties between the Colom-
bian elite, narco-paramilitaries, 
and drug cartels, the United States 
government initiated Plan Colom-
bia in 1999 to funnel US$12 bil-
lion to the Colombian military to 
deepen this war (in 2006, when he 
was a senator, Petro revealed the 
nexus between these diabolical 
forces, for which his family was 
threatened with violence).

As part of this war, the Co-
lombian armed forces dropped 
the terrible chemical weapon 
glyphosate on the peasantry (in 
2015, the World Health Organ-
isation said that this chemical is 
“probably carcinogenic to hu-
mans” and, in 2017, the Colombi-
an Constitutional Court ruled that 
its use must be restricted). In 2020, 
the following assessment was of-
fered in the Harvard International 
Review: “Instead of reducing co-
caine production, Plan Colombia 
has actually caused cocaine pro-
duction and transport to shift into 
other areas. Additionally, milita-
risation in the war on drugs has 
caused violence in the country to 
increase.” This is precisely what 

President Petro told the world at 
the United Nations.

The most recent DEA re-
port notes that cocaine use in the 
United States remains steady and 
that “deaths from drug poisoning 
involving cocaine have increased 
every year since 2013”. US drugs 
policy is focused on law enforce-
ment, aiming merely to reduce the 
domestic availability of cocaine. 
Washington will spend 45 percent 
of its drug budget on law enforce-
ment, 49 percent on treatment for 
drug addicts, and a mere 6 percent 
on prevention.

Irrational
The lack of emphasis on preven-

tion is revealing. Rather than tackle 
the drug crisis as a demand-side 
problem, the US and other West-
ern governments pretend that it is 
a supply-side problem that can be 
dealt with by using military force 
against petty drug dealers and 
peasants who grow the coca plant. 
Petro’s cry from the heart at the 
United Nations attempted to call 
attention to the root causes of the 
drugs crisis:

“According to the irrational 
power of the world, the market that 
razes existence is not to blame; it 
is the jungle and those who live in 
it that are to blame. Bank accounts 

have become unlimited; the money 
saved by the most powerful people 
on Earth could not even be spent 
over the course of centuries. The 
empty existence produced by the 
artificiality of competition is filled 
with noise and drugs. The addic-
tion to money and to possessions 
has another face: the drug addic-
tion of people who lose the compe-
tition in the artificial race that hu-
manity has become. The sickness 
of loneliness is not cured by [dous-
ing] the forests with glyphosate; 
the forest is not to blame. To blame 
is your society educated by endless 
consumption, by the stupid con-
fusion between consumption and 
happiness that allows the pockets 
of the powerful to fill with money.”

“The War on Drugs,” Petro said, 
“Is a war on the Colombian peas-
antry and a war on the precarious 
poor in Western countries. We do 
not need this war,” he said, “In-
stead, we need to struggle to build 
a peaceful society that does not sap 
meaning from the hearts of people 
who are treated as a surplus to so-
ciety’s logic.”

As a young man, Petro was part 
of the M-19 guerrilla movement, 
one of the organisations that at-
tempted to break the chokehold 
that Colombia’s elites held over 
the country’s democracy. One of 
his comrades was the poet María 

Mercedes Carranza (1945–2003), 
who wrote searingly about the 
violence thrust upon her country 
in her book Hola, Soledad (Hello, 
Solitude) (1987), capturing the 
desolation in her poem La Patria 
(The Homeland):

In this house, everything is in ruins, 
in ruins are hugs and music, 
each morning, destiny, laughter
are in ruins, tears, silence, dreams. 
The windows show destroyed 
landscapes, 
flesh and ash on people’s faces, 
words combine with fear in
their mouths. 
In this house, we are
all buried alive.

Carranza took her own life when 
the fires of hell swept through Co-
lombia.

A peace agreement in 2016, a 
cycle of protests from 2019, and 
now the election of Petro and 
Francia Márquez in 2022 have 
wiped the ash off the faces of the 
Colombian people and provided 
them with an opportunity to try 
and rebuild their house.

The end of the War on Drugs, 
that is, the war on the Colombian 
peasantry, will only advance Co-
lombia’s fragile struggle towards 
peace and democracy.

Tricontinental
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Above: Gustavo Petro addresses crowds after winning the presidential election on June 19. Below: A plane sprays glyphosate on Co-
lombia’s coca plantations in a bid to curb the production of cocaine. The WHO says the herbicide is “probably carcinogenic to humans”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1T46oAkrydg
https://www.elpais.com.co/colombia/un-ejercito-que-empiece-a-prepararse-para-la-paz-presidente-petro.html
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.dea.gov/
https://www.dea.gov/
https://www.unodc.org/res/wdr2021/field/WDR21_Booklet_2.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2022.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2022.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Approaches_to_Decriminalization_Feb2015_1.pdf
https://www.semana.com/esta-realmente-crisis-proceso-auc-tras-traslado-macaco-don-berna-combita/87824-3/
https://www.semana.com/el-senador-alvaro-araujo-confiesa-estuvo-fiesta-jorge-40-antes-su-desmovilizacion/82000-3/
https://www.iarc.who.int/featured-news/media-centre-iarc-news-glyphosate/
https://www.eltiempo.com/justicia/conflicto-y-narcotrafico/las-condiciones-de-la-corte-constitucional-para-volver-a-usar-glifosato-266574
https://hir.harvard.edu/americas-failed-war-on-drugs-in-colombia/
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/DIR-008-21%202020%20National%20Drug%20Threat%20Assessment_WEB.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/DIR-008-21%202020%20National%20Drug%20Threat%20Assessment_WEB.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/FY-2023-Budget-Highlights.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1T46oAkrydg
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They tried to bury me alive, and 
I am here, says poll victor Lula
Brazil’s president-elect is ‘our phoenix’ say voters looking for new hope
FOUR years ago, Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva’s reputation 
and political future were in 
tatters. After an unlikely rise 
from poverty to union leader 
to Brazil’s presidency, the 
man universally known as 
Lula had landed in prison.

But on October 30 – in yet 
another twist – Brazil’s voters 
chose him by 50.9 percent to Jair 
Bolsonaro’s 49.1 percent to once 
again lead the world’s fourth-
largest democracy. He will also 
be putting his legacy on the line.

“They tried to bury me alive, 
and I am here,” Lula said in a 
speech after results confirmed his 
third presidential win. “I am here 
to govern in a very difficult situa-
tion. But I have faith in God that, 
with our people’s help, we will 
find a way out for this country.”

Lula’s life has unfolded in such 
a unique, extraordinary way that it 
strains credulity.

His family moved from poor 
northeastern Brazil to Sao Paulo 
state in pursuit of a better life, fol-
lowing his father, who had trav-
elled south years before. Upon ar-
riving, however, they found he had 
settled down with another woman. 
Lula’s mother was left alone to 
raise eight children, of whom little 
Lula was the youngest.

With his family pressed for 
money, he became a metalworker 
at the age of 14 in the gritty out-
skirts of Sao Paulo. It was a physi-
cal job that cost him his left pinky 
finger. He became a union leader 
in an era when Brazil’s manufac-
turing workforce was still vast and 
translated into political power.

He made his first presidential 
run in 1989, which he lost, along 
with two subsequent races.

Finally, in 2002, he claimed 
victory and became the first 
worker to assume the nation’s top 
job. He was re-elected four years 
later, defeating his rival Geraldo 
Alckmin, who this year became 
his running mate.

Approval
Times were good during Lula’s 

presidency. Commodities exports 
to China were surging, filling gov-
ernment coffers, and a vast welfare 
programme lifted tens of millions 
of Brazilians into the middle class. 
Lula left office with an approval 
rating above 80 percent. Then-US 
President Barack Obama called 
him “the most popular politician 
on Earth”.

His hand-picked successor, Dil-
ma Rousseff, was elected in 2014. 

In Rousseff’s second term, how-
ever, a sprawling corruption inves-
tigation ensnared top politicians 
and businessmen alike. It plunged 
her administration – along with 
Lula and the rest of the Workers’ 
Party he founded – into disgrace.

Revelations of systemic kick-
backs in exchange for government 
contracts were followed by a deep, 
two-year recession, which many 
blamed on Rousseff’s economic 
policies and turbocharged resent-
ment of the Workers’ Party. She 
was impeached in 2016 for break-
ing fiscal responsibility laws re-

garding management of the federal 
budget.

Then Lula was sentenced for cor-
ruption and money laundering and 
confined to a 15sq-m (160sq-ft) 
room on the fourth floor of a fed-
eral police building in the southern 
city of Curitiba. That sidelined him 
from the 2018 presidential race and 
cleared the way for Jair Bolsonaro, 
then a fringe lawmaker, to cruise to 
victory. Lula’s political legacy was 
in tatters.

His personal life, too, was blown 
to pieces. His wife passed away, 
which at the time he blamed on the 
strain caused by the investigation.

Eventually, he started exchang-
ing love letters with a woman 
named Rosângela da Silva, nick-
named Janja. Their relationship 
blossomed thanks to Lula’s then-
lawyer, Luis Carlos Rocha, who 
visited him every weekday.

Rocha acted as their courier, hid-
ing Janja’s letters inside his jacket 

pocket where guards wouldn’t 
check. He told how he saw Lula’s 
face light up with each envelope he 
delivered.

“God willing, one day we will 
publish [the letters],” Lula said at 
a rally in September. “But only for 
people aged over 18.”

The Supreme Court also started 
assessing the legality of Lula’s 
convictions, which it eventually 
annulled on the grounds that the 
presiding federal judge had been bi-

ased and colluded with prosecutors.
After 580 days of imprison-

ment, Lula was a free man – free 
to marry his girlfriend and free 
to run for the presidency. That 
didn’t stop incumbent Bolsonaro, 
who was seeking a second term, 
from reminding voters of Lula’s 
convictions at every turn, warning 
that electing him would be “like let-“like let-
ting a thief return to the scene of the 
crime”.

It revitalised semi-dormant senti-

ment against the Workers’ Party. A 
large number of Brazil’s voters still 
have only disdain for Lula, but the 
same can be said for Bolsonaro.

Ultimately, the presidential 
race came down to the wire. Lula 
was elected for the third time with 
50.9 percent of the vote. It was the 
tightest election since Brazil’s re-
turn to democracy more than three 
decades ago.

During his victory speech, Janja 
was by Lula’s side as she was 
throughout his campaign. She shed 
tears, and she wasn’t alone.

“I cried when he was jailed. Now 
I cry because he will take Brazil 
back to normal,” said Claudia Mar-
cos, a historian who joined thou-
sands of other people to celebrate 
the leftist’s victory on Sao Paulo’s 
main boulevard. “He can do it. He 
has the charisma to do it. He is our 
phoenix. The most important presi-
dent in Brazil’s history.”

At the Workers’ Party’s head-
quarters after the results were an-
nounced, Lula read out a long, care-
fully written speech promising to 
unite Brazil.

He will take office on January 1, 
and has said he won’t seek re-elec-
tion. That means this presidential 
term could be his final act.

“It is not the number of years that 
makes someone old. What makes 
you old is the lack of a cause,” said 
Lula, who turned 77 three days be-
fore the vote. “Brazil is my cause. 
The Brazilian people are my cause.”

Al Jazeera

HERE are the key election vic-
tory developments:
l Former Brazilian president 
and leftist candidate Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva  beat far-right 
incumbent Jair Bolsonaro in the 
runoff round of Brazil’s national 
elections.
l The stunning political 
comeback was welcomed by 
environmental, indigenous and 
progressive activists. Bolso-
naro’s presidency saw deforesta-
tion in the Amazon increase to a 
15-year high.
l Lula had 50.9 percent of the 
vote to Bolsonaro’s 49.1 percent. 
The president-elect will take of-
fice on January 1. 
l Bolsonaro’s leadership saw 
nearly 700,000 Brazilians die of 
COVID.
l Addressing journalists at a 
hotel in São Paulo, Lula vowed 
to reunify his country. “We are 
going to live in new times of 
peace, love and hope,” said the 
77-year-old.
l As Brazilians headed to the 
polls for the second time in a 
month, there were alarming re-
ports of voter suppression, with 
members of the federal highway 
police – a notoriously pro-Bolso-
naro security force – setting up 
roadblocks in Lula strongholds 
in the country’s north-east.
l Lula’s winning margin is the 
closest since 1989, when Brazil-
ians voted for a president for the 
first time since the end of the 
military dictatorship.
l In the first round of voting, 
Lula gained 48.43 percent of the 
votes to Bolsonaro’s 43.20 per-
cent, failing to secure the more 
than 50 percent needed for an 
outright majority.

Key points . . . ‘We’re ready to fight against climate crisis 
and reduce deforestation in the Amazon’
LUIZ Inacio Lula da Silva’s presi-
dential election victory in Bra-
zil has spurred renewed hope for 
the future of the world’s largest 
rainforest, as the left-wing leader 
pledged to combat the climate crisis 
and reverse some of his predecessor 
Jair Bolsonaro’s policies.

Shortly after being declared win-
ner, Lula, said, “Brazil is ready to 
resume its leading role in the fight 
against the climate crisis,” espe-
cially by protecting the Amazon 
rainforest.

“In our government, we were 
able to reduce deforestation in the 
Amazon by 80 percent. Now, let’s 
fight for zero deforestation,” Lula, 
who previously served as presi-
dent from 2003 to 2010, wrote on 
Twitter.

Brazil’s president-elect had cam-
paigned on a promise to protect the 
Amazon, which is critical to the 
global fight against climate change 
and has seen years of increased 
destruction under Bolsonaro’s 
administration.

The far-right former army cap-
tain had pushed for more min-
ing and other development proj-
ects in the Amazon, saying they 
would stimulate the economy.

But rights groups had accused 
Bolsonaro of gutting Brazil’s envi-
ronmental and Indigenous protec-
tion agencies, leading to an uptick 
in deforestation and violence across 
the sprawling Amazon region.

Greenpeace Brazil has called on 
Lula to follow through on his 
campaign promises and rebuild the 
government agencies tasked with 
protecting the environment, among 
other measures it deemed “urgent”.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
also urged Lula to put human 
rights at the centre of his incoming 
government’s policies, including 
by strengthening “law enforcement 
to fight the destruction of the 
Amazon, and threats and attacks 
against forest defenders”.

Indigenous leaders had for 
years raised alarm over the 
threats their communities face, 
particularly in areas with little gov-
ernment oversight that farmers, 
miners, poachers and others are 

seeking to control and exploit. Bra-
zil is home to more than 800,000 
Indigenous people from over 300 
distinct groups, according to data 
from the last census in 2010 cited 
by the Articulation of Indigenous 
Peoples of Brazil (APIB) rights 
group.

The Indigenous Missionary 
Council recorded 305 cases of 
“possessory invasions, illegal ex-
ploitation of resources and dam-
age to property” on Indigenous 
territories last year, affecting 226 
Indigenous lands in 22 Brazilian 
states. That was up from 109 such 
incidents in 2018, the year before 
Bolsonaro took office – a 180 per-
cent increase.

Andrea Carvalho, a senior re-

search assistant at HRW in Bra-
zil, said earlier this year that the 
escalation of attacks on Indigenous 
people and their lands “is driven 
by disastrous policies related to the 
protection of the environment and 
Indigenous rights”.

Carbon Brief, a UK-based cli-
mate website, said in a report last 
month that a Lula election victory 
could see deforestation drop by 89 
percent in the Brazilian Amazon 
over the next decade – avoiding 
the destruction of approximately 
75,960 square kilometres (29,328 
square miles) of rainforest by 2030.

Lula could face tough political 
opposition in areas where Amazon 
deforestation is happening, how-
ever, while he also must deal with 
the difficulty of policing vast areas.

Bolsonaro had been backed by 
major business interests, including 
loggers, miners and other groups 
exploiting Brazil’s natural resourc-
es, throughout his administration, 
as well as in this year’s elections.

“Agribusiness has been clearly 
adopting an anti-Lula stance,” 
Roberto Ramos, a social sciences 
professor at Roraima Federal Uni-
versity, said.

Shortly after the election result 
was announced, truckers and other 
protesters blocked highways in 
several Brazilian states in an appar-
ent protest over Bolsonaro’s elec-
tion defeat.

Al Jazeera

President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva waves to supporters 
alongside his wife Rosângela 
da Silva (Janja) following the an-
nouncement of the election result

Lula supporters celebrate the president-elect’s victory against Jair 
Bolsonaro. ‘The Brazilian people are my cause,’ Lula said

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/30/brazil-election-lula-da-silva-narrowly-defeats-jair-bolsonaro
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/30/brazil-election-lula-da-silva-narrowly-defeats-jair-bolsonaro
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/2/7/brazils-ex-president-lula-convicted-in-second-corruption-case
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/2/7/brazils-ex-president-lula-convicted-in-second-corruption-case
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/8/brazils-ex-president-lula-freed-from-prison
https://www.theguardian.com/world/luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva
https://www.theguardian.com/world/luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/30/brazil-election-lula-da-silva-narrowly-defeats-jair-bolsonaro
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/30/brazil-election-lula-da-silva-narrowly-defeats-jair-bolsonaro
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/30/brazil-election-lula-da-silva-narrowly-defeats-jair-bolsonaro
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/28/all-you-need-to-know-about-most-divisive-vote-in-brazils-history
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/28/all-you-need-to-know-about-most-divisive-vote-in-brazils-history
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/8/brazil-sets-worrying-new-amazon-deforestation-record
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/8/brazil-sets-worrying-new-amazon-deforestation-record
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/30/brazil-votes-bolsonaro-allies-stand-firm-in-amazon-bastion
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/7/20/brazil-authorities-doing-little-to-prevent-deforestation-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/7/20/brazil-authorities-doing-little-to-prevent-deforestation-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/14/indigenous-reel-from-brazil-illegal-gold-mining
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/14/indigenous-reel-from-brazil-illegal-gold-mining
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/1/hidden-genocide-death-of-indigenous-man-in-brazil-spurs-outcry
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/28/brazil-votes-amazon-loggers-hope-for-bolsonaro-victory
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/28/brazil-votes-amazon-loggers-hope-for-bolsonaro-victory


WHAT’S IN IT FOR US? DELELE? KALEMBULA? INSWA?
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You can download our manifesto here: http://socialistpartyzambia.com/manifesto-2

2006-2016: Credible reports emerge that the 
Brenthurst Foundation, a mining lobby group 
set up by the Oppenheimers to push for low 
mining tax regimes across Africa, is support-
ing an opposition leader in Zambia ahead of 
successive elections. 
2019: “The mining companies are saying, 
‘HH we are waiting for you to come. We will 
pay the tax which you will introduce because 
we know it is a fair tax’.”
2021: The mining companies (finally) get 
their man in!

2022: Zambia announces tax breaks for 
mining companies (see 2022 budget or the 
Bloomberg story on the link below):

https://www.mining.com/.../zambia-an-
nounces-mining-tax.../

See also, Zambia Next Target Of The US After 
DRC: 

https://www.facebook.com/FredMmembe/
videos/1214409885956782

Now, how are tax breaks “fair tax”? 

Mwe ba Zambia, for how long shall we al-
low this plunder of our natural resources at 
industrial scale to continue? 
These people are now saying they are aiming 
to loot three million tonnes of copper annu-
ally over the next few years. 
The question is: what is in it for Zambia since 
jobs from the sector are now few? Delele? 
Kalembula? Inswa? Black mountain? 
When are we going to wake up, Zambians, 
and retake our country from stooges and the 
puppet masters? 

Fred M’membe, Socialist Party President
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