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UPND govt is
desperate to
look positive

SOCIALIST Party Presi-
dent Fred M’membe says the 
economy is in distress and the 
UPND government is desper-
ate to show it has achieved 
something after nearly a year 
in office having failed to de-
liver on its promises.

Speaking in a special interview 
on Radio Icengelo in Kitwe, Dr 
M’membe said the government is 
devising a supplementary budget 
because it will have been in pow-
er one year next month and needs 
to show a positive result.

“We have been on the Copperbelt 
for a few days and have spoken to 
many people; people from the mar-
kets, from trade unions, teachers, 
nurses, religious leaders, and people 
from businesses big and small, and 
the story is that they are all crying. 
Things are not well. It is not us talk-
ing, it’s them saying that,’’ he said.

“Those in markets are saying 
they are no longer selling what they 
used to, quantities have gone down. 
I asked them why the quantities 
have gone down, and the answer is 
that people are no longer eating the 
number of meals they used to.

“Those who used to have three 
meals have reduced to one meal. It 
means the quantities they are sup-
plying everyday have reduced. If 
the quantities they are buying have 
reduced, then the quantities those 
selling in the market have reduced.”

Dr M’membe said all parties 
campaigning for the 2021 elections 
made promises about how they 
were going to change things.

“Those in power today were 
saying they would fix it. The slo-
gan was “Bally will fix it”. They 
said they would reduce the price of 
mealie meal to K50, they would 
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Socialist Party general secretary and first vice-president Cosmas Musheke Musumali at the SP Women’s League fund-raising braai

M’membe ‘will carry SP flag into State House’
SOCIALIST Party President Fred 
M’membe will carry the party’s 
flag into State House in 2026, 
Cosmas Musheke Musumali told 
women’s league members at a 
fund-raising braai in Lusaka.

Dr Musumali, party general 
secretary and first vice-presi-
dent, assured the women that 
their plight would be prioritised 
once the Socialist Party formed a 
government.

He said women were among 
those who suffered the most in 
the country. “Zambia will change. 
Zambia will never be the same. 
The poor, the marginalised, and 
especially our women, will ben-
efit more,” he said.

“The eye that hurts is the eye 
that cries. For Zambia to change, 
the people suffering the most 
– women, the ones who cry the 
most – will make the Socialist 
Party move.”

Dr Musumali said women 
needed change the most and 
would propel the Socialist Party 
into power in 2026.

“Women, it’s your turn. You 
have escorted men starting from 
1964. You were always there 
dancing for your men, you were 
always there providing food for 
your men. But when it came to 
governing, you always took sec-
ond stage. Enough is enough. 
Women’s power is socialist 

power and nothing will change 
that.”

Dr Musumali praised the 
women’s fund-raising initiative, 
stressing that it was part of their 
campaign. 

“This is your campaign for 
2026. Fred is going to carry the 
Socialist Party flag into State 
House. Zambia will have the best 
president in its history.

“When people ask you who 
your president is, let’s change a 
bit, let’s say it is FM,” he said.

Dr Musumali said that while 
some people continued to 
comfort themselves by pretend-
ing there were only two political 

parties in Zambia, many observ-
ers now considered SP to be 
the fastest growing party in the 
region.

Speaking after the braai, Dr 
M’membe said the Socialist Party 
was continuing to grow. “At the 
Socialist Party Women’s League 
fund-raising braai yesterday, we 
welcomed more members to our 
revolutionary party. 

“Historical injustices against 
women will not disappear on 
their own. We have to struggle 
against them. Our women count, 
let us ensure their meaning-
ful participation in politics,” Dr 
M’membe said.

Budget a bid to appease suffering masses after failure
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SP team visits Barlastone 
Twikatane in Lusaka

THE SOCIALIST Party’s Centre of Influ-
ence team has visited the Barlastone Twi-
katane area of Lusaka to discuss the setting 
up of party structures.

Women’s League internal communica-
tion coordinator Mable Tubaaka said peo-
ple were grateful for the visit as most po-
litical parties only visited at election time.

“The comrades expressed an interest in 
working with the Socialist Party because 
it is the only one that has an ideology and 
manifesto that represent their aspirations 
and desires,” Tubaaka said.

She said most residents complained 
about the extremely high cost of living and 
had lost hope in the current regime because 
things were getting worse on a daily basis. 

Resident Clever Mwiinga said the roads 
in the area were in a deplorable state and 
it was difficult for people sell their goods.

“Most customers are discouraged from 
visiting our hardware because vehicles’ 
sensors indicate there is no road.”

Residents said water and sanitation were 
also challenges, with some households still 
fetching water from wells, which was a 
health hazard.

They appealed to the centre of influence 
team to help empower youths by teaching 
skills, as there was no hope for employ-
ment under the current leadership. 

Mwiinga added there were many foot-

ball teams around the area but they lacked 
sponsorship to compete with others from 
various sports academies.

Ex-PF Mpima ward
executive joins SP

PATRIOTIC Front Kabwe central youth 
wing executive and the entire Mpima ward 
executive have left the PF to join the So-
cialist Party

Socialist Party general secretary Cos-
mas Musheke Musumali, who welcomed 
the defectors, said the Socialist Party was 
a people’s movement and that meant any 
well-meaning Zambian was free to join.

“Comrades, we want to welcome you 
to this party. Feel free to participate in the 
day-to-day activities. Fellow comrades, 
who joined the party earlier, let’s work 
with our new comrades. Our focus should 
be mobilising and growing the party,” he 
said.

Copperbelt structures 85 
percent completed

COPPERBELT Province Socialist Party 
members say they have completed 85 per-
cent of the formation of district structures. 
SP Copperbelt provincial secretary Henry 
Chilombo said this during the second pro-
vincial executive strategic meeting held at 
the provincial secretariat in Kitwe.

Chilombo informed the executive com-
mittee that the party had successfully 
formed district structures in Ndola, Ma-
saiti, Chililabombwe, Kalulushi, Mufuli-
ra, Chingola, Luanshya and Lufwanyama. 
He added that the formation of district 
structures in Mpongwe and Kitwe would 
be completed following a party vetting 
process.

Socialist Party member of the central 
committee Faston Mwale commended 
the provincial leadership on working as a 
united force.

More than 60 MDC
members defect to SP

MORE than 60 members of Felix Mutati’s 
Movement for Democratic Change Party 
in Choma have left to join the Socialist 
Party.

Group leader Mary Ngoma, who was 
MDC national chairperson, led the group 
to be received by Socialist Party general 
secretary and first vice-president Cosmas 
Musheke Musumali.

Ngoma said the group could not con-
tinue to work with a president who had 
“sold the party to the UPND”, adding that 
the MDC president had abandoned the 
party after being given a job by President 
Hichilema.

“We have therefore made a decision to 
support a progressive party, the Socialist 
Party, the ideologies of which respond to 

the challenges and sufferings of the major-
ity of Zambians,” she said. Dr Musumali, 
who welcomed the new members, encour-
aged them to work hard and bring more 
people to join the party.

He spent the day in Choma training the 
new members in the ideology of justice, 
equity and peace. 

Musumali makes interim 
Copperbelt appointments

SOCIALIST Party general secretary Cos-
mas Musheke Musumali has made interim 
party appointments in Copperbelt Prov-
ince.

Dr Musumali announced the new ap-
pointees at the end of a two-day ideo-
logical training workshop in Kitwe for 
members drawn from the province’s ten 
districts. 

The positions are: Grace Natasha Na-
munyola, provincial vice-secretary; Brian 
Chirambo, provincial treasurer; Charles 
Mukuka, provincial information public-
ity secretary; Faston Mwale, provincial 
training coordinator; and Kepson Zimba, 
provincial vice-training coordinator. Dr 
Musumali also announced the appoint-
ment of former Deputy Mayor for Chilila-
bombwe municipal council, Gift Vikumbo 
Musukwa, as new Socialist Party district 
chairperson. 

Kalulushi district will be headed by Al-
lan Chikwa as district chairperson. Em-

manuel Mazokela is district treasurer and 
Stanslous Kalikiti has been appointed dis-
trict youth league chairperson. 

Mwape: SP and church 
have similar values

SOCIALIST Party Kabwata constituency 
chairman Patrick Mwape has told the 
congregation of the Reformed Church in 
Zambia, Libala South, that SP’s primary 
mandate is to promote socialist values in 
Zambian society.

Mwape was speaking at a fund-raising 
event. He said the church was a place of 
refuge where people went for comfort and 
peace of mind. He added that the Socialist 
Party believed in ideologies anchored on 
the principles of justice, equity and peace, 
which were not so different from the teach-
ings of the church

50 new members join up 
in Northern Province

THE SOCIALIST Party in Northern Prov-
ince has received more than 50 new mem-
bers, drawing from UPND, PF and MDC 
during a mobilisation activity in Kasama 
district. Welcoming the members, northern 
provincial chairperson Matildah Lungu 
said they should feel free to participate in 
party activities by working together for 
justice, equity and peace..

DISTRICTS ROUND-UP

Honours  
are abuse
of power
State awards ‘personal’
SOCIALIST Party President Fred 
M’membe says it was wrong and 
against the honours and awards 
procedure for the President to 
confer The Order of The Eagle 
of Zambia 1st Division on former 
Liberian president Ellen Sirleaf 
Johnson, former Nigerian presi-
dent General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
and former Sierra Leone presi-
dent Ernest Bai Koroma. 

“The President said the former 
heads of state were honoured for 
their contribution to the growth of 
democracy. He said the three lead-
ers had distinguished themselves in 
their own countries, on the African 
continent and beyond, for their un-
relenting efforts to establish and 
promote democracy and good gov-
ernance, as a precursor to improv-
ing the livelihoods of their people 
and other Africans. This is not true 
because it was not a correct and true 
reflection of those former presi-
dents in their own countries. Their 
people look at them differently.”

 
Procedures

Dr M’membe said the honours 
were not Zambian state awards but 
the President’s personal ones to his 
Brenthurst Foundation associates.

“It is wrong for the President to 
take national matters as personal 
business and to act against State 
House housekeeping rules and 
government procedures,” he said. 
“The President abused his posi-
tion to reward his associates for his 
personal benefit. And this is not the 
first time he is abusing this author-
ity. Previously he conferred medals 
on UPND cadres. Now he has done 
it for his three foreign backers from 
the Brenthurst Foundation. It is not 
done like that anywhere.

“We urge the President to be as 
committed to Zambia as he is to the 
interests of the Brenthurst Founda-
tion. He has the right to honour his 
associates but he should not do it 
using State House or any other gov-
ernment institutions.

“And why did the President 
only honour those connected to 
the Brenthurst Foundation? For-
mer Tanzanian president Jakaya 
Kikwete, former Zambian vice-
president Inonge Mutukwa Wina 
and late former Zambian president 
Rupiah Bwezani Banda also played 
an important role during the tran-
sition from PF to UPND govern-
ment. They all played a key role in 
facilitating a peaceful handover of 
power. Why not honour them?

“Zambia should institutionalise 
its honours and awards so that 
they are not handled by any single 
person. The committee at Cabinet 
Office and the community should 
be fully involved at all stages. The 
President’s actions must be vet-
ted. We should not vest all powers 
in one person who has no sense of 
national interest and who is taking 
Zambia backwards.” 

Dr M’membe said he wondered 
who was advising the President on 
matters like these. “There’s a need 
for service chiefs from the Zambia 
Army, Zambia Air Force, Zambia 
National Service, Zambia Police, 
and Brigadier General John Bula-
wayo rtd, the chief of protocol, to 
help the President on matters like 
these.

“We advise the President to re-
member honouring and rewarding 
our deserving men and women in 
uniform who are protecting the sov-
ereignty of this nation and are doing 
well in peace-keeping operations.”

SOCIALIST Party President Fred M’membe 
has questioned the legitimacy of and reasons 
for giving tax breaks to Zambia’s mining cor-
porations.

“We have closely looked at the UPND elec-
tion manifesto and there’s nowhere where 
they promised tax breaks to mining corpora-
tions. And as far as we know there have been 
no open requests for tax breaks. So, where 
are these tax breaks coming from and what is 
their purpose?” Dr M’membe asked.

“This government has given away billions 
of dollars in mining tax breaks and after that 

they have gone to the IMF to try to borrow 
money with very onerous conditionalities  – 
conditionalities that will place more austerity 
measures on the Zambian people.

“Why did they do this? Is this out of igno-
rance? No. They have sold out to transnation-
al mining corporations. They are puppets of 
transnational mining corporations like Anglo 
and its foundation  – the Brenthurst Founda-
tion.”

Dr M’membe said Zambians were being 
made to pay very highly for transport, medi-
cines and food as a result of highly increased 

fuel prices. “But while they are paying these 
very high prices, your government has gone 
on to give tax breaks to transnational mining 
corporations.

“They have given away money the nation 
desperately needs to mining corporations 
that were paying very little or no taxes. 

“Surely, we need to oppose and challenge 
these tax breaks and force them to reserve 
them.

“Why are our members of parliament not 
pushing to reverse the approval of the budget 
with tax breaks?”

Tax breaks a sell-out to mining corporations

Socialist Party Women’s League members celebrating Africa’s Women’s Day at the Secretariat in Lusaka

THE SOCIALIST Party Women’s 
League has celebrated Africa’s 
Women’s Day at the Secretariat 
in Lusaka.

Africa’s Women’s Day is 
observed annually across the 
continent on July 31 and is a 
day earmarked to recognise 
and affirm the role of women 
in organising and achieving 
the political freedom of Africa, 
and advancing the social and 

economic status of women on 
the continent.

The occasion was proclaimed 
as a day to be commemorated 
during the first conference 
of the Pan-African Women’s 
Organisation, which was held 
in July 1962 in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania).

Women’s League internal 
communications coordinator 
Mable Tubaaka said, “Africa’s 

Women’s Day offers a national, 
continental and global op-
portunity to recall and affirm 
the significant role of African 
women in the evolution of a 
strong Pan-African identity, with 
shared values, objectives and 
vision for the future, as well as 
women being key contributors 
towards achieving Africa’s in-
clusive growth and sustainable 
development agenda anchored 
in the AU vision of an integrated 

prosperous and peaceful Africa. 
“The Socialist Party is of the 
conviction that true develop-
ment will be realised only when 
we start prioritising in a real 
sense, women’s role in Africa’s 
development process. 

“Let us end patriarchy and 
the current capitalist system 
that has perpetuated oppres-
sion and the violence against 
our women,” Tubaaka said. 

Celebrating women’s role in African freedom 
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reduce the price of fuel by 
K2.50, and would reduce the 
price of fertilisers. They prom-
ised many things.

“Surely, liars talk more but 
deliver very little. They haven’t 
delivered. Today they are hang-
ing on to the recruitment of 
health workers, with more than 
130,000 applying for 11,000 
jobs. Today they are hanging 
on to the employment of 30,000 
teachers, but these are things 
they never promised.”

Dr M’membe said employ-
ing in the government sector 
was not difficult to do. Creat-
ing jobs in the agricultural 
sector and creating industries 
was difficult. “How many jobs 
have they created in the areas 
they promised to create jobs 
in? How many jobs have they 
created? Many people in the 
private sector today are crying, 
those in businesses, both small 
and big, are crying. Business 
is not doing well. The economy 
is not doing well. Yes, they are 
showing that inflation is going 
down, the Kwacha is appreciat-
ing, but what have they done to 
that?’’

Dr M’membe described the 
government’s actions on infla-
tion and the kwacha as ma-
noeuvres. “It’s abracadabra. 
They are simply reducing the 
money supply. When you re-
duce the money supply you re-
duce demand, for the dollar, for 
foreign currencies, for goods 
and services, and that pushes 
the rate of inflation down.

“It is not that inflation has re-
ally gone down, inflation is still 
increasing but at a slightly low-
er rate of 9.9 per cent. But infla-
tion is still increasing, at a lower 
rate of 9.9. It has not stopped. 
It is like driving a car. You were 
driving at 150kmh, now you 
start driving at 130kmh. Have 
you stopped? You are still mov-
ing at a fast speed, but you have 
reduced the rate at which you 
are moving from 150kmh to 
130kmh. You are not reversing, 
you are still going forward, that 
is what is happening. There will 
be side effects to this. You are 
trying to achieve a lower rate of 
inflation, but at the same time 
you are hurting so many things, 
there is no production that has 
increased, there is no sector 
that is performing better than 
it was before.’’

Dr M’membe said the gov-
ernment’s supplementary 
budget was a way to appease 
people. “They have pushed in 
a supplementary budget. Why? 
Next month they are clocking 
one year and they need to show 
that something good is happen-
ing. That is why they are hang-
ing on to the recruitment of 
30,000 teachers, which also has 
so many problems.

“They have created veritable 
chaos but they want to show 
that they have done some-
thing. They are saying there is 
a surplus. How do you have a 
surplus when you have a fis-
cal deficit? How can you claim 
there is a surplus when you are 
failing to service your debts? 
Debt repayment is still a prob-
lem. They are still failing to pay 
government suppliers. Where 
is the surplus coming from? 
They are simply in a desper-
ate situation to show something 
positive, that they have done 
something,” Dr M’membe said.

Govt policies ‘won’t take 
us to the promised land’
We have been on this neoliberal path for the last 31 years
THE ECONOMIC policies 
being pursued by the lead-
ership of this UPND pro 
transnational corporation, 
pro imperialist, puppet re-
gime will not take Zambians 
to the “promised land”, So-
cialist Party President Fred 
M’membe says.

And he adds the policies “will 
certainly not help the UPND 
leadership deliver on the many 
promises they made to the mass-
es of our people to get them to 
vote for them”.

“In saying this, we are not at all 
being malicious or wishing them 
to fail,” Dr M’membe said. “We 
are patriots who wish the best for 
our country and our people, with or 
without us. But it is impossible to 
arrive in heaven, paradise or even 
purgatory, if one is on the broad 
road to hell. 

“The economic policies they are 
pursuing are not new to Zambia, 
Africa, Latin America and some 
parts of Asia. They have never led 
any poor country into prosperity. 
We have been on this unbridled 
neoliberal capitalist path for the 
last 31 years. 

“It requires little intelligence – if 
a little is all one has – to realise that 
these neoliberal capitalist policies 
are taking us nowhere but to Cal-
vary. 

“We have been struggling uphill 
long enough. We have suffered not 
only the torment of Calvary, but also 
that of Sisyphus, who had to keep 
pushing the boulder up a hill and ev-
ery time he was about to reach the 
top, it would roll back down and he 
would have to start all over again.

“Our situation is worse than Cal-
vary because Calvary was climbed 
quickly; we have been climbing our 
hill for a long time, and we keep on 

having to start over. Calvary is 
preferable to Sisyphus’ torment, 
and if we had our Calvary, we 
should also have a resurrection. 

“We must choose concrete, 
realistic, and definitive solutions, 
not take the path of agony. We 
must choose a clear, intelligent, 
effective solution, not head to-
ward Calvary.” 

Dr M’membe said Zambia 
needed to find a real solution for 
the problem. “But what will hap-
pen is that imperialism and its 
agents – the puppets and lackeys 
it has helped assume power – 
will try to prevent the implemen-

tation of these solutions and divide 
our people, confuse our people, 
deceive our people.

“They give a little aid for this 
and that so we remain on the path 
to Calvary – and not even a Cal-
vary, but with the agonising torture 
of pushing the boulder up a never-
ending hill. But one day our de-
ceived people, our betrayed people 
are going to demand, ‘How much 
longer do we have to put up with 
these conditions, this deception, 
these lies and abuses?’ And then 
they will find solutions.

“Clearly, the economic policies 
this puppet regime is pursuing, 

like the ones before it here and 
elsewhere, are taking us nowhere 
but to Calvary. There was a pe-
riod when such policies increased 
the wellbeing of significant num-
bers of people as a by-product of 
seeking out profits for a few, but 
today the quests for profits comes 
into sharp conflict with people’s 
demands that their material and so-
cial needs should be fulfilled.

“I fully agree with Pope Fran-
cis’s conclusion that market forces 
alone and trickle-down economic 
policies have failed to produce the 
social benefits their proponents 
claim.

“As Pope Francis correctly ob-
served, trickle-down economics, 
the theory favoured by our neolib-
eral capitalists that tax breaks and 
other incentives for transnational 
mining corporations and big busi-
ness eventually will benefit the rest 
of society through investment and 
job creation, is a fallacy, a fleeting 
illusion.

“The cost of living will continue 
to rise, hardships for Zambian fam-
ilies will continue to increase and 
prices of necessities will continue 
to rise. Soon the effects of being on 
the broad road to hell will be fully 
felt,” Dr M’membe said.

Economy
in distress,
UPND tries 
to look 
positive
l From Page One

Students talk, read, and write words – and the world – in Shangombo district, Western Province

THERE was yet another sign recently of the 
success of the Fred M’membe Literacy and 
Agroecology Campaign – this time in Shan-
gombo district, Western Province.

There were smiles all round during a moni-
toring of classes as women stepped forward 
to write their names on a board and read 
words in the new language they are learning.

Learners have also been taking part in 
classes in Chadiza, Eastern Province.

Since its start, the campaign – run jointly 
by the Socialist Party and the Samora Machel 
Internationalist Brigade from Brazil’s Land-
less Workers’ Movement (MST) – has been 
based on a learning method focusing both 
on classes and practical skills.

Now in its second phase, it integrates 
students, educators and collaborators from 
various teams, including youths, women, 
and representatives from education, agro-
ecology, health, and communication.

The first phase of the campaign concluded 
on February 12 this year with a graduation 
ceremony attended by around 200 students.

Literacy campaign walks the talk in Shangombo

SOCIALIST Party national youth 
and security chairperson Kelvin 
Kaunda says the UPND govern-
ment’s corruption crusade has 
come to nothing.

Speaking on Muvi TV’s The As-
signment programme, Kaunda said 
the current system did not in any 
way guarantee success in the fight 
against vice. 

“The current system is incoher-
ently corrupt,” he said, “When 
you are dealing with corruption, 
it should not be only historical, it 
should also be current and about 
the future.

“So while you are grabbing 
houses from individuals who 
served in the past, what are you do-
ing to combat current corruption? 
Are you making calls to ask your 
own about what they are up to? We 
want to know.”

Kaunda questioned the govern-
ment’s position on various current 
deals, including the CEC contract 
with ZESCO.

“What has happened to the CEC 
contract with ZESCO, which now 
appears to have become a state 
secret? Also, the Zambian people 
still want to know about the US$50 
million fertiliser deal – the single 
sourcing – and about the contract 
with the Zimbabwean company to 
supply poles,” he said.

“We shouldn’t only approach 
the issue of corruption based on 
historical issues, we should also 
have the courage to deal with 
current ones and be developing a 
plan to deal with corruption in the 
future.”

Kaunda said socialism – and es-
pecially the Socialist Party’s pro-
poor manifesto – was the answer to 
the problems Zambians are facing.

Corruption
campaign 
‘has come
to nothing’

Lies and propaganda a product of limited minds
SOCIALIST Party central committee member 
Faston Mwale says those who try to discredit SP 
with lies and propaganda show just how limited 
they are at a time when many others are flock-
ing to join the party to be a part of progressive 
change.

 “It is not unusual for unprincipled and failed 
political elements to attempt to ramp themselves 
up by tarnishing the image of others. This is what 
Wynter Kabimba is attempting to do,” he said.

“But attempting to tarnish the standing of the 
Socialist Party will not revive his tattered po-
litical image. Although a seasoned politician, 
Kabimba’s political trajectory is one littered with 
more failures than successes. He failed as secre-
tary general of the Patriotic Front, he failed as 
Minister of Justice, he failed as Rainbow Party 

president, and he is failing as leader of the Eco-
nomic Front. 

“In politics, Kabimba is a classic illustration of 
someone who exhibits a dangerous form of envy 
while having a ferocious greed for power. It is 
this trait that pitted him against the rank-and-file 
of the Patriotic Front when he served as secretary 
general, and was ultimately thrown out of the 
party. He later founded the Rainbow Party and 
that again failed. Although the Rainbow Party 
has been re-branded as the Economic Front, its 
state, form and substance is the same – a social 
democratic party, an inferior form of socialism. 

“Casting aspersions on people leaving the 
Economic Front to join hands with progressive 
forces is unreasonable. It is not a transgression. 
Everyone has a democratic right to belong to a 

party of their choice. And alleging that the So-
cialist Party is funded by the LGBT movement is 
stupidity of the first degree.

“A leader of his magnitude and stature should 
not take to idle speculation, but rather be truthful 
if he is to attract members.

“There are many young people today looking 
up to experienced politicians to learn leadership, 
but what would they learn from the leadership of 
Kabimba? It is beyond dispute that the Socialist 
Party is the only one today offering young people 
an opportunity to experience leadership, and is 
opening up the horizon for new opportunities. 
The Socialist Party is not just a political party, 
it is a people’s platform uniting the masses in 
the struggle for justice, equity and peaceful co-
existence.

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe arrives on the Copperbelt for a series of meetings with party 
leaders, marketeers and other interest groups
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THE TAZARA STORY

In undertaking to build the Tanzam railway, linking Zambia’s Copperbelt with the Tanzanian coast 1,100 miles away, Beijing embarked on its first major showcase project in Africa. To cover the Chinese contribu-
tion Beijing extended a US$400 million, 30-year interest-free credit – the largest ever extended to the Third World by a Communist country

All aboard to keep the Zambia 
to Tanzania railroad on track
WE SHOULDN’T let TAZARA, a railroad 
that was built at such a gigantic financial 
cost and human sacrifice, lie idle and 
go to waste. There’s an urgent need to 
modernise the nearly 52-year-old railway 
and maximise its use, Socialist Party 
President Fred M’membe says.

“At the end of October 1970, the con-
struction of the Tanzania-Zambia Railway 
– a landmark project of China’s solidarity 
with Africa – officially began,” he said. 
“In the 1960s, when Zambia and Tanzania 
were repeatedly denied loans from the 
West to support the project, they turned 
their hopes to China.

“Due to the large amount of financial 
investment required, there were initial 
doubts within the Communist Party of 
China’s Central Committee over whether 
China could provide the assistance. 
However, Premier Zhou Enlai  – who 
established China’s new foreign aid work 
– stressed that it was China’s inescap-
able internationalist duty to assist Asian 
and African countries.

“According to Zhou, ‘Concentrating 
efforts to aid the construction of such 
a large project will not only be of great 
significance to the two countries of Tan-
zania and Zambia, but will also play an 
important role in supporting the libera-
tion of southern Africa’.

“The railway could help landlocked 
Zambia access the Indian Ocean, facili-
tate trade between African countries, and 

weaken colonialist and imperialist con-
trol. During the decision-making stage, 
Zhou diligently studied the aid plan with 
Minister of Railways Lu Zhengcao and 
affirmed China’s position to Tanzanian 
President Julius Nyerere: ‘After the 
railroad is completed, sovereignty will 
belong to you and Zambia,’ he said, and 
added, ‘We will also teach you about the 
technology’.”

Dr M’membe said China’s positive 
stance, unlike that of the West, eventu-
ally led to an agreement in principle.

“During the construction phase, Zhou 
also relied on several years of domestic 
railway construction experience to solve 
various challenges in railroad explora-
tion, construction, and loan repayment 
schemes, which ensured the project’s 
smooth progress.

“The TAZARA Railway took six 
years to complete, with China sending 
more than 50,000 workers, 70 of whom 
sacrificed their lives. China’s support 
for the railway’s construction not only 
countered doubts about the country’s 
strength and technological capability, 
but also helped it gain firm political 
support from African countries, making 
it a historical monument to China-Africa 
friendship.

“Chairman Mao Zedong and Zhou 
resolutely decided to assist the con-
struction of the Tanzania-Zambia railway 
when Tanzania and Zambia were repeat-

edly rejected. Zhou played a key role in 
the decision-making process of assisting 
the construction of the Tanzania-Zambia 
Railway, not only listening to the opin-
ions of relevant departments and carry-
ing out administrative mobilisation, but 
also providing decision-making informa-
tion for the Party Central Committee and 
Mao. He not only had to have in-depth 
contacts with Tanzania, but also the work 
of Zambian leaders.

At the railway construction stage, 
in order to make the railway meet the 
requirements of the recipient countries, 
Zhou instructed the Ministry of Railways 
to send elite soldiers and generals to 
conduct surveys.

Monument
“At the key points of the negotiations 

between the three countries, he presided 
over the overcoming of technical difficul-
ties, raised domestic forces to support 
railway construction, and strengthened 
foreign aid educational work for workers.

“The Tanzania-Zambia Railway is not 
only a free road to realise the indepen-
dence and development of African na-
tions, but also a historical monument of 
China-Africa friendship.”

Dr M’membe said the Tanzania-Zambia 
railway was a project of great historical 
significance.

“It made African countries realise 
the ‘altruistic’ motive and first-class 
construction technology of China’s 
foreign aid, pierced the lies of Western 
countries’ attacks on China, and won the 
firm support of African friends for China. 
The construction of the Tanzania-Zambia 
Railway is a typical example of Zhou’s 
leadership of China’s aid to Africa. He 
played a key role in the whole process of 
railway decision-making and construc-
tion.”

Dr M’membe said the earliest idea of 
building the Tanzania-Zambia Railway 
could be traced back to the British 
colonial era.

“At the end of the 19th century, the 
British colonialist Cecil John Rhodes 
put forward a plan to build a ‘2C’ railway 
running through the north and south of 
Africa, which was the earliest idea of the 
TAZARA Railway. Due to two world wars 
and other reasons, the ‘2C’ railway plan 
had been silent for nearly 50 years.

“In the late 1940s, the United Kingdom 
began to refocus on TAZARA, led by the 
British Colonial Office and co-financed 
by the United Kingdom and the United 
States, with an initial survey in 1952.

“The survey report pointed out that 
‘from the perspective of engineering con-
struction, this project does not have any 
obvious difficulties, and can definitely be 
repaired. But unless the necessary de-
velopment of the area along the railway 

line is carried out, the railway has no 
construction value’.

“At this time, the British did not take 
further action due to the motive of divid-
ing the colonies and consolidating the 
original ruling order.

“In the 1960s, African countries set off 
a climax of the national liberation move-
ment. Tanzania and Zambia became in-
dependent in 1961 and 1964 respectively. 
After the independence of the two coun-
tries, they not only faced the historic 
task of developing the national economy 
and consolidating the achievements of 
independence, but also continued to 
fight against the remnants of colonialism 
and realise the final independence of the 
whole of Africa.”

Dr M’membe said that as a result, the 
plan to build the railway was put back on 
the agenda.

“Tanzania’s President Nyerere had 
high hopes for the railway and believed 
that ‘when the railway is completed, it 
will not only benefit the country of Zam-
bia, but also Tanzania . . . not only that, 
the whole of Africa will benefit from this 
railway. We benefit because the railway 
will strengthen Zambia, thereby enhanc-
ing the power of freedom, and the trade 
between African countries will become 
more convenient’.

“This is a classical case of a friend in 
need being a friend indeed.” 
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

WHAT we have as political leaders in Zambia today 
are nothing but what Malcolm X aptly explained 
in the parable of “house Negro” at King Solomon 
Baptist Church, Detroit, in a message to the North-
ern Negro Grass Roots Leadership Conference on 
November 10, 1963.

The current political leaders of our country want 
to be closer to and of greater service to the trans-
national corporations than their owners. They want 
to be closer to and of greater service to imperial-
ism than the imperialists themselves. 

Malcolm X told the conference: “To understand 
this, you have to go back to what the young 
brother here referred to as the house Negro and 
the field Negro back during slavery.

“There were two kinds of slaves; the house 
Negro and the field Negro. The house Negroes  
– lived in the house with master, they dressed 
pretty good, they ate good because they ate his 
food – what he left. They lived in the attic or the 
basement, but still they lived near their master; 
and they loved their master more than their master 
loved himself. They would give their life to save 
their master’s house – quicker than the master 
would. If the master said, ‘We got a good house 
here’, the house Negro would say, ‘Yeah, we got 
a good house here’. Whenever the master said 
‘we’, he said ‘we’. That’s how you can tell a house 
Negro.

“If the master’s house caught on fire, the house 
Negro would fight harder to put the blaze out 
than the master would. If the master got sick, the 
house Negro would say, ‘What’s the matter, boss, 
we sick?’ We sick! He identified himself with his 
master, more than his master identified with him-
self. And if you came to the house Negro and said, 
‘Let’s run away, let’s escape, let’s separate’, the 
house Negro would look at you and say, ‘Man, you 
crazy? What you mean, separate? Where is there 
a better house than this? Where can I wear better 
clothes than these? Where can I eat better food 
than this?’ That was that house Negro. In those 
days he was called a ‘house nigger’, and that’s 
what we call them today, because we’ve still got 
some house niggers running around here.

“This modern house Negro loves his master. 
He wants to live near him. He’ll pay three times as 
much as the house is worth just to live near his 
master, and then brag about ‘I’m the only Negro 
out here’. ‘I’m the only one on my job’. ‘I’m the only 
one in this school’. You’re nothing but a house Ne-
gro. And if someone comes to you right now and 
says, ‘Let’s separate’, you say the same thing that 
the house Negro said on the plantation. ‘What you 
mean, separate? From America, this good white 
man? Where you going to get a better job than you 
get here?’ I mean, this is what you say. ‘I ain’t left 
nothing in Africa’, that’s what you say. Why, you 
left your mind in Africa?”

And in an address to the African Students’ As-
sociation and NAACP Campus Chapter, Michi-
gan State University, East Lansing, on January 
23, 1963, on “The Problem of Race”, Malcolm X 
explained the difference between the house Negro 
and the field Negro:

“So you have two types of Negro. The old type 
and the new type. Most of you know the old type. 
When you read about him in history during slavery 
he was called ‘Uncle Tom’. He was the house 
Negro. But then you had another Negro out in the 
field. The house Negro was in the minority. The 
masses – the field Negroes – were the masses. 
They were in the majority. When the master got 
sick, they prayed that he’d die. If his house caught 
on fire, they’d pray for a wind to come along and 
fan the breeze.

“But if you went to the field Negro and said, 
‘Let’s go, let’s separate’, he wouldn’t even ask you 
where or how. He’d say, ‘Yes, let’s go’. And that 
one ended right there.

“So now you have a 20th century-type of house 
Negro. A 20th century Uncle Tom. He’s just as much 
an Uncle Tom today as Uncle Tom was 100 and 
200 years ago. Only he’s a modern Uncle Tom. 
That Uncle Tom wore a handkerchief around his 
head. This Uncle Tom wears a top hat. He’s sharp. 
He dresses just like you do. He speaks the same 
phraseology, the same language. He tries to speak 
it better than you do. He speaks with the same 
accents, same diction. And when you say, ‘your 

We are ruled by Uncle Tom, 
our very own house Negro

Excuses and incompetence
WE ARE skillful at the art of making excuses, 
aren’t we? “I don’t know how”. “I didn’t under-
stand”. “I couldn’t find the right tools”. “I have a 
doctor’s appointment”. “There’s been a death in 
the family”. 

In the Christian world, we can find all sorts 
of excuses not to obey God’s voice: “It’s the 
preacher’s job”. “It’s not my gift”. “I’ve already 
served, let someone else do it”. “I’m too busy or 
too tired or too old or too young”.

It has been said, “Excuses are tools of the 
incompetent, and those who specialise in them 
seldom go far”. Ben Franklin wrote, “He who is 
good for making excuses is seldom good for 
anything else”. Gabriel Meurier stated, “He who 
excuses himself, accuses himself”. 

Jeremiah had every excuse ready when God 
called him to be a prophet. His excuses are often 
our excuses for not heeding God’s voice when 
he calls. Countering each excuse was a promise 
from God.

Socialist Party President 
Fred M’membe: Don’t 
give up, live up! Say what 
needs to be said

Beware the ‘useful idiots’

army’, he says, ‘our army’. He hasn’t got anybody 
to defend him, but anytime you say ‘we’ he says 
‘we’, ‘our president’, ‘our government’, ‘our Sen-
ate’, ‘our congressmen’, ‘our this and our that’. 
And he hasn’t even got a seat in that ‘our’, even 
at the end of the line. So this is the 20th century 
Negro. Whenever you say ‘you’, the personal 
pronoun in the singular or in the plural, he uses 
it right along with you. When you say you’re in 
trouble, he says, ‘Yes, we’re in trouble’.

“But there’s another kind of black man on the 
scene. If you say you’re in trouble, he says, ‘Yes, 
you’re in trouble’, he doesn’t identify himself with 
your plight whatsoever.”

We are the field Negroes (the pan-Africanists, 
the anti-imperialists) and they are the house Nig-
gers (the agents of transnational corporations and 
Western imperialist puppets). The house Negro is 
the minority. The majority are the suffering masses 
of our people. 

The house nigger is used to crush our resis-
tance to transnational corporations and imperialist 
exploitation, subjugation, degradation and humili-
ation. The house nigger is always on the offensive 
denouncing the field Negro to win recognition of 
the traditional corporations and imperialists. The 
house nigger will raze down the field Negro’s little 
shacks and booths to impress visiting dignitaries.

This is the type of leadership we have for our 
Bantustan today. The local “Uncle Tom” is called 
“Uncle Bally” here in Zambia. Where is it taking us? 

WE SHOULDN’T be disturbed, distracted or in-
timidated by attacks from praise singers. 
Don’t give up, live up! Say what needs to be said. 
Don’t be afraid of the vulture!
Don’t be afraid of the wolf-pack!
As Bob Marley sang: 
David slew Goliath
With a sling and a stone
Samson slew the Philistines
With a donkey jawbone
Iyaman, live up!
Trodding through creation
In a irie meditation
Seen many visions
Inna dis ‘ya Armageddon
Saw it in the beginning
So shall it be in this iwa
And they fallen in confusion
Well ah just a step from Babel Tower
Ah tell you, one man a-walkin’
And a billion man a-sparkin

This is because these praise singers are noth-
ing but “useful idiots” sponsored by “frightened 
little men scared of their own shadows”. All they 
do is insult, abuse and belittle. They can’t engage 
in any meaningful and respectful discourse.

In political jargon, a “useful idiot” is a term for 
a person perceived as propagandising for a cause 
without fully comprehending the cause’s goals, 
and who is cynically used by the cause’s leaders. 

“Useful idiot” is a naive or credulous person 
who can be manipulated or exploited to advance 
a cause or political agenda.

The phrase “useful idiot” has often been attrib-
uted to Vladimir Lenin, but he is not documented 
as ever having used the phrase.

Three-pillar jobs 
plan for services
and employment
Education, health, agriculture scheme
THE SOCIALIST Party will 
create employment once vot-
ed into power with a job-cre-
ation strategy centred around 
the three pillars of its social 
and political programme; 
education, health and peasant 
agriculture.

Party President Fred 
M’membe says that under the 
Socialist Party government, 
schools will not be run the way 
they are at the moment.

“We will provide free education 
from nursery at the age of three all 
the way to university, and it will 
be compulsory up to grade 12,” he 
said.

“Education will be a major un-
dertaking in this country and will 
be allocated not less than 25 per 
cent of the national budget.

“Under this programme, teach-
ers will not be left to manage and 
run schools on their own. In order 
to have an effective, efficient, and 
orderly system, the running of 
schools will include other profes-
sionals and a broad spectrum of 
workers, such as human resources 
personnel, information technology 
experts, accountants, marketing 
personnel, cleaners, drivers, me-
chanics, gardeners, nurses, clinical 
officers, and catering staff, among 
others.

“Schools, colleges and universi-
ties will need to be supplied with 
all sorts of teaching aids and other 
goods and services, and these will 
be produced in factories by our 
people, meaning that education 
will directly and indirectly be one 
of the biggest employers.”

Dr M’membe said the health 
sector would also be used to create 
a number of jobs.

“By expanding Zambia’s health 
services, both in terms of quantity 
and quality, we will need to em-
ploy more people. This will entail 
a need for more nurses, clinical 
officers, doctors, pharmacists, 
radiographers, and many other 
health and general workers.

“In addition, our government 
will prioritise the manufacture of 
some of the medicines we use, 
even under licence. We will also 
need to create factories producing 
health equipment of all sorts. This, 
together with many other func-
tions that will be added to health 

services, will create many more 
jobs.” Dr M’membe said another 
sector that would be prioritised to 
create employment would be peas-
ant agriculture.

“There’s an urgent need to trans-
form the way peasant agriculture is 
carried out,” he said.

“Our plans will involve many 
jobs being created in the agricul-
tural sector because of the trans-
formations we will make.

“Transformative peasant ag-
riculture under this government 
will need new equipment, that 
is; appropriate ploughs, planters, 
harvesters and other necessities. 
To produce these, we will need to 
set up factories all over the coun-
try employing engineers and their 
technicians, human resources 
experts, accountants, IT experts, 
marketing and sales staff, drivers, 
mechanics, nurses and clinical of-
ficers to run staff clinics, catering 
people to manage the staff cafete-
rias, and so on.

“Of course, our reality, as it 
stands today, is that we may not 
have all the engineering expertise 
required to set up and run these 
factories. We may have to rely on 
expatriate skills while we train our 
people in our schools, colleges and 
universities.

Diverse
“We will also need to set up 

factories producing agricultural 
chemicals. These will require us 
to employ a diverse range of sci-
entists and other staff. In addition, 
we will need to create factories 
that produce veterinary medicines 
for our livestock. This undertaking 
will employ scientists, technicians, 
HR people, accountants, ICT ex-
perts, marketing and sales experts 
and many others. The medicines 
produced will need to be admin-
istered by vets, working with lab 
technicians. In this way we will be 
creating more and more jobs for 
our people.

“And, of course, peasant agricul-
ture will need to be financed. This 
will require us to create a myriad 
of financial institutions, such as 
agriculture banks and insurance 
companies. These institutions will 
employ bankers, lawyers, accoun-
tants, IT experts, insurance person-
nel and many others, again creat-
ing more and more jobs.”

Dr M’membe added that the ag-
ricultural output produced would 
need to be delivered to peasant 
farmers. “This will create logistics 
jobs for drivers, mechanics and 
other support staff,” he said.

“Furthermore, the cotton we 
produce in Nyimba, Petauke, Ka-
tete, Chipata, Chadiza, Lundazi, 
Chama and other places, will not 
leave Eastern Province unpro-
cessed.

“Textile factories will be estab-
lished employing people from all 
over the country in many, various 
roles. These factories will be pro-
ducing reels of all sorts of cloth, 
but the cloth produced will not be 
exported as it is.

“Clothing factories will be cre-
ated to design and produce shirts, 
trousers, dresses, caps, canvas 
shoes, belts, and many other prod-
ucts. These factories will require 
sewing machines and needles so 
small factories will be created to 
manufacture and service the ma-
chines.

“The clothing factories will fur-
ther need buttons and zips. The 
buttons can be produced from the 
horns of cattle, hard wood and 
stones, creating even more jobs. 
And the finished products will 
need to be packaged. This will re-
quire us to create factories produc-
ing packaging materials.

“Drivers will be needed to trans-
port the finished products from the 
factories to the ports of Dar-es-
Salam, Walvis Bay and Durban. 
Furthermore, delivery trucks will 
need to be serviced by mechanics. In 
this way, more jobs will be created.”

Dr M’membe said the strategies 
related to cotton production and its 
processing and export would be 
extended to food crops.

“Small and large factories will 
be created all over the country to 
process agricultural produce. For 
instance, factories can be built to 
process tomato into jam, juice, 
soup, puree or paste. Some of these 
products can be exported, and 
some consumed locally, resulting 
in more jobs.

“In addition, it is important 
also to mention that there will be 
new jobs created in other sectors 
of our economy, such as mining, 
construction, forestry, and the pro-
vision of the many other services 
needed in an organised society,” 
he said.

Bwalya: people are disappointed
ZAMBIA’S former high commissioner to Australia 
says the Zambian people are very disappointed with 
President Hakainde Hichilema and the UPND gov-
ernment.

Speaking on Millennium TV to discuss “Zambia un-
der the New Dawn Administration”, Frank Bwalya said 
Zambians were especially disappointed with President 
Hichilema’s policy of shielding big companies from 
paying tax.

Bwalya, a member of the Socialist Party’s mobili-
sation committee, said the President should explain to 
the Zambian people why he was giving tax breaks to 
mining corporations that hadn’t even refused to pay tax 
in the first pace, adding that he wondered who was ben-
efiting from the move.

“The people of Zambia are very disappointed with 
you President Hakainde Hichilema because you are 
protecting these big companies,” he said. “You are 
shielding them from paying tax – tax that the people 

and you as a government require to put medicines in 
hospitals and ensure there is quality education.

“You have decided to align yourself with and stand 
by these mining companies. What is going on? You 
need to explain this to the Zambian people.”

Bwalya said he understood that the President had at 
one time planned to explain the government’s policies.

“You claimed to be a transparent person, that you 
were going to be talking to our people. In fact, I heard 
that you were going to go on the radio to engage with 
the Zambian people so that you could explain. I think it 
was done once with a press conference at State House.” 
He said he could assure the Zambian people that it was 
unlikely to happen again.

“Because people are annoyed they are asking perti-
nent questions. Even a child is going to ask you: manje 
vitumbuwa vioneka ving’ono koma mu PF venzo 
onekako vikulu. Why? Inflation is going down but the 
prices of goods are not,” he said.
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¡ GLOBAL VIEW

SMALL teams of US Special 
Operations forces are involved 
in a low-profile proxy war 
programme on a far greater 
scale than previously known, 
according to exclusive docu-
ments and interviews with 
more than a dozen current and 
former government officials.

While The Intercept and 
other outlets have previously 
reported on the Pentagon’s use 
of the secretive 127e authority in 
multiple African countries, a new 
document obtained through the 
Freedom of Information Act of-
fers the first official confirmation 
that at least 14 127e programmes 
were also active in the greater 
Middle East and the Asia-Pacific 
region as recently as 2020. In to-
tal, between 2017 and 2020, US 
commandos conducted at least 23 
separate 127e programmes across 
the world.

Separately, Joseph Votel, a re-
tired four-star army general who 
headed both Special Operations 
Command and Central Command, 
which oversees US military efforts 
in the Middle East, confirmed the 
existence of previously unrevealed 
127e “counterterrorism” efforts in 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen.

Another former senior defence 
official, who requested anonymity 
to discuss a classified programme, 
confirmed that an earlier version of 
the 127e programme had also been 
in place in Iraq. A 127e programme 
in Tunisia, code-named Obsid-
ian Tower, which has never been 
acknowledged by the Pentagon or 
previously identified as a use of the 
127e authority, resulted in combat 
by US forces alongside local surro-
gates in 2017, according to another 
set of documents obtained by The 
Intercept.

A third document, a secret memo 
that was redacted and declassi-
fied for release to The Intercept, 
sheds light on hallmarks of the 
programme, including use of the 
authority to provide access to areas 
of the world otherwise inaccessible 
even to the most elite US troops.

The documents and interviews 
provide the most detailed picture 
yet of an obscure funding author-
ity that allows American comman-
dos to conduct counterterrorism 
operations “by, with, and through” 
foreign and irregular partner forces 
around the world.

Basic information about these 
missions – where they are conducted, 
their frequency and targets, and the 
foreign forces the US relies on to 
carry them out – are unknown even 
to most members of relevant con-
gressional committees and key State 
Department personnel.

Through 127e, the US arms, 
trains, and provides intelligence to 
foreign forces. But unlike tradition-
al foreign assistance programmes, 
which are primarily intended to 
build local capacity, 127e partners 
are then dispatched on US-directed 
missions, targeting US enemies to 
achieve US aims.

“The foreign participants in a 
127-echo programme are filling 
gaps that we don’t have enough 
Americans to fill,” a former senior 
defence official involved with the 
programme told The Intercept. “If 
someone were to call a 127-echo 
programme a proxy operation, it 
would be hard to argue with them.”

Retired generals with intimate 
knowledge of the 127e programme 
– known in military parlance as 
“127-echo” – say that it is extreme-
ly effective in targeting militant 
groups while reducing risk to US 
forces. But experts told The Inter-
cept that use of the little-known au-
thority raises grave accountability 
and oversight concerns and poten-
tially violates the US Constitution.

One of the documents obtained 
by The Intercept puts the cost of 
127e operations between 2017 and 
2020 at US$310 million, a frac-
tion of US military spending over 
that time period, but a significant 
increase from the US$25 million 
budget allocated to the programme 
when it was first authorised, under a 
different name, in 2005.

Invaluable
While critics contend that, due 

to a lack of oversight, 127e pro-
grammes risk involving the United 
States in human rights abuses and 
entangling the it in foreign conflicts 
unbeknownst to Congress and the 
American people, former com-
manders say the 127e authority is 
crucial to combating terrorism.

“I think this is an invaluable au-
thority,” Votel told The Intercept. 
“It provides the ability to pursue US 
counterterrorism objectives with lo-
cal forces that can be tailored to the 
unique circumstances of the specific 
area of operations.”

The 127e authority first faced 
significant scrutiny after four US 
soldiers were killed by Islamic State 
militants during a 2017 ambush 
in Niger and several high-ranking 
senators claimed to know little 

about US operations there. Pre- operations there. Pre-
vious reporting, by The Inter-
cept and others, has documented 
127e efforts in multiple African 
countries, including a partnership 
with a notoriously abusive unit of 
the Cameroonian military that 
continued long after its members 
were connected to mass atrocities.

For more than a year, the White 
House has failed to provide The In-
tercept with substantive comment 
about operations by US comman-
dos outside conventional war zones 
and specifically failed to address the 
use of 127e programmes. Asked for 
a general comment about the utility 
of the 127e authority and its role 
in the administration’s counterter-
rorism strategy, Patrick Evans, a 
National Security Council spokes-
person, replied: “These all fall un-
der the Department of Defence.” 
The Pentagon and Special Opera-
tions Command refuse to comment 
on the 127e authority. “We do not 
provide information about 127e 
programmes because they are clas-
sified,” SOCOM spokesperson Ken 
McGraw said.

Critics of 127e warn that in ad-
dition to the risk of unanticipated 
military escalation and the potential 
costs of engaging in up to a dozen 
conflicts around the world, some 
operations may amount to an un-
lawful use of force. Because most 
members of Congress – including 
those directly responsible for over-
seeing foreign affairs – have no 
input and little visibility into where 
and how the programmes are run, 
127e-related hostilities can lack 
the congressional authorisation re-
quired by the US Constitution, ar-
gued Katherine Ebright, counsel at 
the Brennan Center for Justice.

“There’s reason to suspect the 
Department of Defence has used 
127e partners to engage in combat 
beyond the scope of any authori-
sation for use of military force or 
permissible self-defence,” Ebright 
told The Intercept, noting substan-
tial confusion at the Pentagon and 
in Congress over a stipulation that 
127e programmes support only 
authorised ongoing military opera-
tions. “That kind of unauthorised 
use of force, even through partners 
rather than US soldiers themselves, 
would contravene constitutional 
principles.”

The origins of the 127e pro-

gramme can be traced back to the 
earliest days of the US war in Af-
ghanistan, as commandos and CIA 
personnel sought to support the Af-
ghan Northern Alliance in its fight 
against the Taliban. Army Special 
Operations Command soon realised 
that it lacked the authority to provide 
direct payments to its new proxies 
and was forced to rely on CIA fund-
ing. This prompted a broader push 
by SOCOM to secure the ability to 
support foreign forces in so-called 
missions, a military corollary to 
the CIA’s use of militia surrogates. 
First known as Section 1208, the 
authority was also deployed in the 
early years of the Iraq invasion, ac-
cording to a former senior defence 
official. It was ultimately enshrined 
in US law under USC Title 10 § 
127e.

127e is one of several virtually 

unknown authorities granted to the 
Defence Department by Congress 
over the last two decades that allow 
US commandos to conduct opera-
tions on the fringes of war and with 
minimal outside oversight. While 
127e focuses on “counterterror-
ism”, other authorities allow elite 
forces – Navy SEALs, Army Green 
Berets, and Marine Raiders among 
them – to conduct clandestine in-
telligence and counterintelligence 
operations or assist foreign forces 
in irregular warfare, primarily in 
the context of so-called great power 
competition. In April, top Special 
Operations officials unveiled a 
new “Vision and Strategy” frame-
work that appears to endorse contin-
ued reliance on the 127e concept by 
leveraging “burden sharing partner-
ships to achieve objectives within 
an acceptable level of risk”.

New evidence of secretive US proxy wars 

Gen. Richard D. Clarke, the cur-
rent Special Operations command-
er, testified before Congress in 2019 
that 127e programmes “directly 
resulted in the capture or killing of 
thousands of terrorists, disrupted 
terrorist networks and activities, 
and denied terrorists operating 
space across a wide range of oper-
ating environments, at a fraction of 
the cost of other programmes.”

Clarke’s claims cannot be veri-
fied. A SOCOM spokesperson told 
The Intercept that the command 
does not have figures on those cap-
tured or killed during 127e mis-
sions. It is also not known how 
many foreign forces and civilians 
have been killed in these operations, 
but a former defence official con-
firmed to The Intercept that there 
have been US casualties, even as 
US troops are traditionally expected 

Nick Turse, Alice Speri

Left to right: General Joseph L. Votel, US Central Command Commander, meets members of the Lebanese Armed Forces at Amchit military base; A US Army Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha team soldier, said to be on a 127e mission; US Army General Richard D.Clarke, centre, takes command of US Special Operations Command from US Army General Raymond A. Thomas III, right

Confirmation of Ameri-
can covert operations in 
Arica, the Middle East, 
and Asia-Pacific comes 
amidst mounting concern 
over US bases on the 
African continent, es-
pecially in Zambia with 
recent revelations about 
the opening of an AFRI-
COM “office” in Lusaka
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to stay behind “last cover and con-
cealment” during a foreign partner’s 
operations.

The documents obtained by The 
Intercept tout the importance of the 
authority, particularly in providing 
US special operators a way into 
difficult-to-access areas. According 
to a memo, one 127e programme 
provided “the only human physical 
access to areas”, with local partners 
“focused on finding, fixing, and fin-
ishing” enemy forces. Another 127e 
programme targeting Al Qaeda and 
its affiliates similarly allowed com-
mandos to project “combat power 
into previously-inaccessible VEO 
[violent extremist organisation] safe 
havens”.

Some documents obtained via 
FOIA are so heavily redacted that it 
is difficult to identify the countries 
where the programmes took place 

said that the chief of the Egyptian 
military intelligence service pro-
vided “strong support” for Enigma 
Hunter and that American troops did 
not accompany their local partners 
into combat there, as is common in 
other African countries.

The US has a long history of as-
sistance to both the Egyptian and 
Lebanese militaries, but the use of 
Egyptian and Lebanese forces as 
proxies for US counterterrorism 
missions marked a significant de-
velopment in those relationships, 
several experts noted.

Two experts on Lebanese secu-
rity noted that the G2SF is an elite, 
secretive unit mostly tasked with in-
telligence work and that it was not 
surprising that it was the unit cho-
sen for the 127e programme by US 
Special Operations, with which it al-
ready enjoyed a strong relationship. 
One noted that unlike other elements 
of the country’s security forces, the 
unit was “far less politicised”.

The situation is more complex in 
Egypt, where the military has for de-
cades relied on billions of dollars in 
US security assistance but resisted 
US efforts to track how that assis-
tance is used.

While Sinai is subject to a near-
total media blackout, human rights 
groups have documented wide- have documented wide-wide-
spread abuses by the Egyptian 
military there, including “arbitrary 
arrests, forced disappearances, 
torture, extrajudicial killings, and 
possibly unlawful air and ground at-round at-
tacks against civilians”.

Abuses
“There are legitimate issues with 

the US partnering with some units 
of the Egyptian military,” said Seth 
Binder, director of advocacy at the 
Project on Middle East Democracy. 
“There has been great documenta-
tion, by Amnesty and Human Rights 
Watch, of numerous human rights 
abuses in the Sinai by the Egyptian 
military. Are these the same units 
we’re partnering with to carry out 
operations? That’s a real concern.”

The Egyptian Embassy in the 
United States did not respond to a 
request for comment, but in a joint 
statement last fall, US and Egyptian 
officials committed to “discussing 
best practices in reducing civilian 
harm in military operations” – a 
tacit admission that civilian harm 

remained an issue. Requests for in-
terviews with the embassies of Iraq, 
Tunisia, and Yemen, as well as Leb-
anon’s Ministry of Defence, went 
unanswered.

While the documents obtained by 
The Intercept offer clues about the 
scope and contours of the 127e pro-
gramme, much remains unknown 
to both the public and members of 
Congress. Relevant reports required 
by law are classified at a level that 
prevents most congressional staff-
ers from accessing them. A govern-
ment official familiar with the pro-
gramme, who requested anonymity 
to discuss it, estimated that only a 
handful of people on Congress’s 
armed services and intelligence 
committees read such reports. Con-
gressional foreign affairs and rela-
tions committees – even though 
they have primary responsibility for 
deciding where the US is at war and 
can use force – do not receive them. 
And most congressional representa-
tives and staff with clearance to ac-
cess the reports do not know to ask 
for them. “It’s true that any member 
of Congress could read any of these 
reports, but I mean, they don’t even 
know they exist,” the government 
official added. “It was designed to 
prevent oversight.”

But it is not just Congress that’s 
largely kept in the dark about the 
programme: Officials at the State 
Department with the relevant exper-
tise are also often unaware. While 
127e requires signoff by the chief of 
mission in the country where the pro-
gramme is carried out, detailed infor-
mation is rarely shared by those dip-
lomats with officials in Washington.

The lack of oversight across lev-
els of the US government is in part 
the result of the extreme secrecy 
with which defence officials have 
shielded their authority over the 
programme – and of the scant push-
back they have faced. “It’s State not 
knowing what they don’t know, so 
they don’t even know to ask. It’s the 
ambassadors being sort of wowed by 
these four-star generals who come in 
and say, ‘If you don’t let us do this, 
everyone’s going to die’,” the gov-
ernment official said. “DOD views 
this as a small, tiny programme that 
doesn’t have foreign policy implica-
tions, so, ‘Let’s just do it. The less 
people get in our way, the easier’.”

Sarah Harrison, a senior analyst 
at the International Crisis Group and 

formerly associate general counsel 
at the Defence Department’s Office 
of General Counsel, International 
Affairs, echoed that assessment. 
“HASC and SASC appear opposed 
to increasing oversight of 127-echo. 
They are not inclined to change the 
statute to strengthen State’s over-
sight, nor are they adequately sharing 
documents related to the programme 
with personal [congressional] staff,” 
she said, using the acronyms of the 
House Armed Services Commit-
tee and the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. “This may seem like 
an arcane, bureaucratic issue, but it 
really matters for oversight of the 
127-echo programme and all other 
programmes that are run in secret.”

Those programmes include an au-
thority, known as Section 1202, that 
first appeared in the 2018 National 
Defence Authorisation Act and 
provides “support to foreign 
forces, irregular forces, groups, or 
individuals” that are taking part in 
irregular warfare and are explicitly 
focused on so-called near-peer com-
petitors.

Congress has also authorised the 
secretary of defence to “expend up 
to $15,000,000 in any fiscal year 
for clandestine activities for any 
purpose the Secretary determines 
to be proper for preparation of the 
environment for operations of a 
confidential nature” under 10 USC 
§ 127f, or “127 foxtrot.” Section 
1057 authority similarly allows for 
intelligence and counterintelligence 
activities in response to threats of 
a “confidential, extraordinary, or 
emergency nature”.

“This has been sort of the story 
for a lot of these DOD-run pro-
grammes,” said Stephen Semler, co-
founder of the Security Policy Re-
form Institute, a grassroots-funded 
US foreign policy think tank. “The 
Special Operations community likes 
autonomy a lot. They don’t like go-
ing through bureaucracy, so they 
always invent authorities, trying to 
find ways around having their opera-
tions delayed for any reason.”

“The problem is that this stuff is 
so normalised,” he added. “There 
should be more attention paid to 
these train-and-equip authorities, 
whether it’s special forces or DOD 
regular, because it’s really kind of 
a PR-friendly way to sell endless 
war.” 

The Intercept

and the forces with which the US 
partnered. The Intercept previously 
identified the BIR, or Rapid Inter-
vention Battalion, as the notorious 
Cameroonian military unit with 
which the US ran a 127e programme. 
The Intercept has now identified an-
other previously unknown partner-
ship with the G2 Strike Force, or 
G2SF, an elite special unit of the 
Lebanese military with which the 
US partnered to target ISIS and Al 
Qaeda affiliates in Lebanon.

Votel confirmed that the 127e 
in Lebanon was code-named Lion 
Hunter. He also acknowledged pre-
viously unknown 127e programmes 
in Syria; Yemen, known as Yukon 
Hunter; and Egypt, code-named 
Enigma Hunter, where US Special 
Operations forces partnered with 
the Egyptian military to target ISIS 
militants in the Sinai Peninsula. He 

Previous reporting,
by The Intercept 

and others, has 
documented 127e 
efforts in multiple 
African countries, 
including a partnership 
with a notoriously 
abusive unit of the 
Cameroonian military 
that continued long 
after its members were 
connected to mass 
atrocities

‘
Left to right: General Joseph L. Votel, US Central Command Commander, meets members of the Lebanese Armed Forces at Amchit military base; A US Army Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha team soldier, said to be on a 127e mission; US Army General Richard D.Clarke, centre, takes command of US Special Operations Command from US Army General Raymond A. Thomas III, right
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis 
outside the country is produced 
by mainstream media from the 
global north. To provide access 
to Chinese perspectives, the 
Dongsheng Collective – re-
searchers from various coun-
tries – offers a China digest. 
This is an edited selection.

Indonesia trade deal 
PRESIDENTS Joko Widodo and 
Xi Jinping have met in Beijing and 
pledged to increase trade and co-
operation between Indonesia and 
China. Bilateral trade (US$124.34 
billion) jumped 58.4 percent year-
on-year in 2021 and China has been 
Indonesia’s largest trading partner 
for nine years. Indonesia is an im-
portant supplier of coal, copper, 
natural gas, and ferronickel.

Reuters

Chips on the menu 
CHINA’S SMIC has been produc-
ing 7nm chips since last year de-
spite US sanctions, experts say. This 
represents a significant advance in 
Chinese chip production, but SMIC 
– which earned US$5.44 billion in 
2021 – still lacks more advanced 
technology compared with TSMC 
and Samsung. To reduce its depen-
dence on imports, China will build 
31 large chip factories and produce  
two thirds of its demand by 2025.

Wall Street Journal

$1.2b data breach fine 
RIDE-HAILING giant Didi has 
been fined US$1.2 billion for 16 
counts of data security breaches, 
including illegally collecting driver 
and passenger information. Data 
collected without user consent in-
cludes facial recognition, age, and 
occupation. The fine comes at the 
end of the first cyber security re-
view in the country, and regulators 
aim to standardise criteria for all 
platform and internet companies.

Global Times

Bargaining on iron ore
CHINA has created a US$3 billion 
state iron ore giant to strengthen its 
position in global trade in the sector. 
China Mineral Resources Group 
will act as a centralised purchas-
ing platform for state-owned steel 
mills and traders, unifying negotia-
tions with suppliers and increasing 
their bargaining power. In 2021 
China bought almost 70 percent of 
the world’s iron ore exports, worth 
US$180 billion.

Caixin Global

Coal-to-ethanol plan 
CHINA is to start production of 
the world’s largest coal-to-ethanol 
plant, with a capacity to process 1.5 
million tons per year. The break-
through will reduce dependence on 
grain or sugarcane to produce bio-
fuels and imported oil. 

China Daily

Work accidents up  
THERE were 8,870 deaths as a re-
sult  of work-related accidents in the 
first half-year across China, many 
in illegal construction and mining 
activities. Accidents have been on 
the rise, prompting authorities to 
increase safety checks and crack 
down on corruption.

Caixin Global

Archive in operation   
CHINA has launched a National 
Archives of Publications and Cul-
ture, a “seed bank” for preserving 
ancient and modern Chinese pub-
lications. The archive will have 
a Beijing headquarters and three 
branches in Hangzhou, Xi’an, and 
Guangzhou, integrating archives, 
exhibition halls, libraries, museums 
and academic publications, includ-
ing The Communist Manifesto.

Global Times

How to overcome the ‘long, 
dark era’ of colonisation
Rejecting the ‘might makes right’ approach to foreign policy

Global Times: As the founder 
of the Party for Socialism and Lib-
eration, what is your take on Chi-
na’s achievements during the past 
decade under the leadership of the 
Chinese Communist Party? What 
changes in China during this pe-
riod have impressed you the most? 
 
Becker: Perhaps the most im-
pressive single achievement during 
the past decade was the eradication 
of extreme poverty for more than 
850 million people. This was the 
greatest anti-poverty programme 
achievement in the history of the 
human race.

Another unmistakable achieve-
ment was the success of managing 
the COVID crisis. In the US, where 
I live, more than one million people 
have died. More than 60 million 
workers lost their jobs in 2020. 
More than 100,000 small busi-
nesses were sent into bankruptcy. 
While the US was plunged into an 
economic recession and a health-
care crisis of unprecedented pro-
portions, the Chinese government 
pursued a policy preventing such 
loss of life inside a country with 
1.4 billion people. This would have 
been impossible had it not been for 
the policy, guidance, and unified 
approach of the government. That 
does not mean that there aren’t still 
significant challenges, but this was 
a huge achievement.

Also, while China has emerged 
as the second largest economy in 
the world, the leadership of the 
party outlined a plan so that eco-
nomic development was balanced 
or became more balanced, that ef-
forts to mitigate pollution and cli-
mate destruction were affirmed and 
acted upon, and that the goal was to 
create “common prosperity”.

Finally, China offered a different 
global vision. The development of 
the Belt and Road Initiative offered 
a stark contrast to an economic 
globalisation scheme based on neo-
colonialism and the exploitation of 
the nations in the Global South. 

GT: What influence does the 
development of China’s social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
during this past decade have on 
the global socialist movement? 
 
Becker: In the US and in Latin 
America today there is a growing 
revival in the popularity of social-
ism – especially among tens of mil-

lions of young people who want a 
more just and sustainable world. 
Growing economic inequality, the 
danger of climate catastrophe and 
more war has led millions of young 
people to seek an alternative to 
capitalism.

China’s development of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
and its attendant social and eco-
nomic achievements have naturally 
become a focus of study for people 
who are interested in or commit-
ted to finding an alternative to the 
current system with its grotesque 
inequalities, ever-present violence, 
endless war and looming climate 
disaster. The fact that the current 
leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party has reaffirmed and re-
emphasised China’s socialist goals 
has been a source of great inspira-
tion for people who seek a socialist 
and humanist alternative. 

GT: China has been enriching 
the state and strengthening the 
army, while adhering to a defen-
sive defence policy. As an anti-war 
activist, how do you understand 
China’s security concept? How 
does it differ from the security con-
cepts of some Western countries? 
 
Becker: The contrast between 
China and the US on the question 
of militarism, war, and military ex-
pansionism, could not be greater. 
Anyone who analyses the secu-
rity orientation of the two countries 
with an objective lens will easily 
observe a profound difference.

The US leads the most formi-
dable military alliance in the world, 
NATO. It unites 30 countries into 
a military bloc. NATO is a US-
led military formation. US current 
military spending is US$800 bil-
lion which is more than double the 
combined military spending of the 
other 29-member states in NATO.

China is not a member of any in-
ternational military formation. The 
US has more than 800 foreign mili-
tary bases and installations around 
the world. The US went to war in 
Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, 
Grenada, Panama, Iraq, Yugosla-
via, Afghanistan, Iraq for a second 
time, and Libya. In 2018, the US 
adopted a new military doctrine 
prioritising and preparing for major 
power conflict, which obviously 

has China as the principal target.
Following the 2011 so-called 

Pivot to Asia announcement, the 
US redeployed more than 60 per-
cent of its air force and naval as-
sets into the Pacific region. Clearly, 
the US is actually preparing for 
military confrontation with China. 
The current effort in “strengthening 
the army” is obviously a defensive 
initiative. It would be foolhardy 
for China to not take the US threat 
seriously and upgrade its military 
capacity in order to defend the 
country and hopefully to prevent 
the outbreak of catastrophic global 
confrontation. 

GT: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping proposed a Global Security 
Initiative at this year’s Boao Fo-
rum for Asia. What do you think 
about this new initiative? Will it 
make a notable contribution to 
establishing a new global order? 
 
Becker: The initiative proposed 
by President Xi Jinping at the Boao 
Forum is in essence a reaffirmation 
of the UN founding charter. What 
makes the initiative new and fresh 
is that it highlights the growing 
danger of war in the current century 
as compared to the challenges fac-
ing the world at the time of the for-
mation of the UN. It highlights the 
need for the countries of the world 
to prioritise and work together to 
avoid war. It makes the argument 
that the prevention of war is in the 
interest of all countries. That there 

should be a shared commitment 
to work together in cooperation to 
avoid and prevent war.

The analogy used is that all of 
the countries in the world are shar-
ing the planet the way people on a 
large ship have a shared and inter-
twined common destiny as regards 
the fate of the ship rather than look-
ing as if they only care about their 
cabin on the ship. This makes per-
fect sense. 

GT: You have said that the US is 
preparing for a war with China and 
“hoping that China suffers the same 
fate as the Soviet Union”. Could 
you elaborate on that? What chal-
lenges does the US pose to the secu-
rity situation in and around China? 
Becker: There are two important 
aspects of this question but they 
are both interconnected. The US is 
obviously planning and preparing 
for a military confrontation with 
China. But the goal is not war it-
self, although that could happen. 
The US goal is to create a process 
inside China similar to that which 
collapsed the Soviet Union. That 
could only happen if China lost its 
internal unity. This is the US plan 
and it’s not really a secret:

The US seeks nuclear primacy 
and military supremacy. The goal 
of this military build-up, naval and 
air provocations, the secret send-
ing of military forces to Taiwan is 
designed to raise the spectre of the 
containment or isolation of China. 
The real goal of the US is to cre-
ate so much pressure on China that 
it will lead to political fractures 
within China with the hope that 
the government will lose its exist-
ing internal unity. It was the loss of 
unity inside the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (CPSU) that 
led to the tragic and completely un-
necessary dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. 

US policymakers are operating 
out of a strategic playbook that is 
premised on the actual course of 
events in the 1980s that led to the 
shocking breakup of the Soviet 
Union, which – let us remember 
– was the second largest economy 
and military power. In the late 
1970s and early 1980s the US gov-
ernment embarked on a very ag-
gressive military build-up. The US 
refused new arms treaties. It placed 

advanced weapons all around the 
Soviet Union. The US military 
budget was nearly doubled. The US 
launched an effort to gain military 
supremacy in outer space and end 
the era of military parity between 
the two countries. The US con-
sciously created a pressure cooker 
situation. This created fear inside 
the USSR that war was coming, 
and it led to a loss of confidence 
within the leadership and aided a 
political current inside the leader-
ship that sought to appease the US. 
Failure to properly deal with this 
aggressive posture and to properly 
manage political reforms led to 
the breakup of the unity within the 
CPSU and ultimately led to a coun-
ter-revolutionary overturn. I do not 
believe this will happen in China. 
This is an imperialist fantasy.  Chi-
na is well aware of this strategy. 
But the US is playing a dangerous 
game by escalating toward war and 
confrontation and extinguishing 
the different cooperative parts of 
the US-Chinese relationships that 
have existed in the previous 40 
years. 

GT: In the last 10 years, it is evi-
dent that China has maintained a 
relatively stable development mo-
mentum, while the US’s strengths 
have been significantly eroded 
and the country has faced increas-
ing chaos and internal conflict. In 
your opinion, what are the reasons 
behind China’s rise and US decline 
in development? Will the develop-
ment gap between the two coun-
tries become wider in the future? 
 
Becker: The US spent more than 
US$2 trillion in the war that it lost 
in Afghanistan since 2001. In that 
same two decades the US experi-
enced three major economic reces-
sions. Another fundamental weak-
ness for the US government is that 
the only vision it offers the world 
is one of absolute US domination. 
This is unacceptable to the rest of 
the world.

By constantly employing mili-
tary threats, invading other coun-
tries, carrying out targeted as-
sassinations around the world 
using drone technology, expanding 
NATO which made war in Ukraine 
almost certain, by imposing draco-
nian economic sanctions and seiz-
ing the assets of smaller countries, 
the US is diminishing its standing 
in the eyes of the people of the 
world. This is a serious blow to US 
“soft power”.

China has taken an almost dia-
metrically opposed position by em-
phasising peaceful cooperation and 
what the Chinese call a win-win 
strategy highlighting that interac-
tion with other countries consid-
ered mutually beneficial rather than 
a relationship based on coercion. 
US policymakers continue to act 
and frame their decisions as if they 
are living in the 19th century where 
“might makes right” and a few 
countries trampled over the rest of 
the globe.

China is also offering a clear-
cut, living proof example of how 
countries in the Global South can 
achieve economic and social pros-
perity and overcome the long, dark 
era of colonisation or semi-coloni-
sation.

Liberation

This interview with 
Brian Becker, na-
tional director of the 
ANSWER Coalition, and 
a founding member of 
the US-based Party for 
Socialism and Libera-
tion, was originally pub-
lished by Global Times, 
a daily tabloid newspa-
per owned by People’s 
Daily, the largest news-
paper group in China

The contrast 
between China 

and the US on the 
question of militarism, 
war, and military 
expansionism, 
could not be greater. 
Anyone who 
analyses the security 
orientation of the 
two countries with 
an objective lens 
will easily observe a 
profound difference

‘
Brian Becker (right), national director of the ANSWER coalition, and a founding member of the United 
States-based Party for Socialism and Liberation
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Europe explored trade links with 
China, Russia despite US agenda
Mood in the Global South is for an acceptance of Eurasian integration

OVER the course of the past 
15 years, European countries 
have found themselves with 
both great opportunities to 
seize and complex choices to 
make.

Unsustainable reliance on the 
United States for trade and in-
vestment, as well as the curious 
distraction of Brexit, led to the 
steady integration of European 
countries with Russian energy 
markets and more uptake of Chi-
nese investment opportunities 
and its manufacturing prowess.

Closer linkages between Europe 
and these two large Asian coun-
tries provoked the US agenda to 
try to prevent that integration or 
delay it. This agenda, now deep-
ened during the recent Group of 7 
(G7) meeting in Germany and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) summit in Spain, is 
creating a dangerous situation for 
the world.

This goes back to the finan-
cial crisis of 2007-8, which was 
spurred on by the collapse of the 
US housing market and several 
key US financial institutions. The 
crisis signalled to the rest of the 
world that the US-centred financial 
system was untrustworthy. The 
US could not remain the market 
of last resort for the world’s com-
modities. G7 countries – which 
saw themselves as the guardians 
of the global capitalist system 
– begged states outside their orbit, 
such as China and India, to put 
their surpluses into the Western 
financial system to prevent its 
total meltdown. In return for this 
service, countries outside of the 
G7 were told that, henceforth, 
the G20 would be the executive 
body of the world system and the 
G7 would gradually disband. Yet, 
almost 20 years later, the G7 re-
mains in place and has arrogated 
to itself the role of world leader, 
with NATO – the Trojan horse of 
the US – now positioning itself as 
the world’s policeman.

Collective
NATO Secretary-General Jens 

Stoltenberg has said that the 
organisation will undergo the 
largest overhaul of its “collective 
deterrence and defence since the 
Cold War”. The NATO member 
states, now with the addition of 
Finland and Sweden, will ex-
pand their “high readiness forces” 
from 40,000 troops to 300,000 
who, equipped with a range of le-
thal weaponry, will “be ready to 
deploy to specific territories on the 
alliance’s eastern flank”, namely 
the Russian border. The United 
Kingdom’s new chief of the gener-
al staff, General Sir Patrick Sand-
ers, said that these armed forces 
should prepare to “fight and win” 
a war against Russia.

With the conflict in Ukraine on-
going, it was obvious that NATO 
would foreground Russia at the 
Madrid Summit. But the mate-
rials produced by NATO made 
it clear that this was not merely 
about Ukraine or Russia, but about 
preventing Eurasian integration. 

China was mentioned for the first 
time in a NATO document at the 
2019 London meeting, in which it 
was said that the country presented 
“both opportunities and chal-both opportunities and chal-
lenges”. By 2021, the tune had 
changed, and NATO’s Brussels 
Summit communiqué accused 
China of “systemic challenges to 
the rules-based international or-
der”.

 The revised 2022 Strategic Con-
cept accelerates this threatening 
rhetoric, with accusations that 
China’s “systemic competition . . . 
challenge[s] our interests, security, 
and values and seek[s] to under-
mine the rules-based international 
order”.

Four non-NATO countries – 
Australia, Japan, New Zealand, 
and South Korea (the Asia-Pacific 
Four) attended the NATO summit 
for the first time, which drew them 
closer to the US and NATO’s 

agenda to put pressure on China. 
Australia and Japan, along with 
India and the US, are part of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(Quad), often called the Asian 
NATO, whose clear mandate is to 
constrain China’s partnerships in 
the Pacific Rim area. The Asia-
Pacific Four held a meeting dur-a meeting dur-
ing the summit to discuss military 
cooperation against China, erasing 
any doubt about the intentions of 
NATO and its allies.

Promises
In the wake of the revelations 

of the 2007-8 financial crisis and 
the G7’s broken promises, the 
Chinese adopted two pathways to 
gain more independence from the 
US consumer market. First, they 
improved the domestic Chinese 
market by increasing social wages, 
integrating China’s western prov-

inces into the economy, and abol-
ishing absolute poverty. Second, 
they built trade, development, 
and financial systems that were 
not centred around the US. The 
Chinese participated actively with 
Brazil, India, Russia, and South 
Africa to set the BRICS process 
in motion (2009) and put consid-
erable resources into the Belt and 
Road Initiative or BRI (2013). 
China and Russia settled a long-
standing border dispute, enhanced 
their cross-border trade, and devel-
oped a strategic collaboration (but, 
unlike the West, did not formulate 
a military treaty).

During this period, Russian en-
ergy sales to both China and Eu-
rope grew and several European 
countries joined the BRI, which 
increased mutual investments be-
tween Europe and China. Earlier 
forms of globalisation in Eurasia 
were limited by colonialism and 

the Cold War; this marked the first 
time in 200 years that integration 
began to take place on an equitable 
foundation across the region. Eu-
rope’s trade and investment choic-
es were utterly rational, as piped 
natural gas through Nord Stream 
2 was far cheaper and less danger-
ous than liquified natural gas from 
the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Generous
Considering the chaotic Brexit 

situation and difficulties in getting 
the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership off the ground, 
much of Europe saw Chinese 
investment opportunities as far 
more generous and dependable 
than other alternatives. In contrast, 
risk-averse and rent-seeking 
private equity from Wall Street 
became less attractive to the 

European financial sector. Europe 
was drifting inexorably towards 
Asia, which threatened the basis of 
the US-dominated economic and 
political system (also known as the 
“rules-based international order”). 
In 2018, US President Donald 
Trump publicly chastised NATO’s 
Stoltenberg, telling him, “We’re 
protecting Germany. We’re pro-
tecting France. We’re protecting 
all of these countries. And then 
numerous of these countries go out 
and make a pipeline deal with Rus-
sia, where they’re paying billions 
of dollars into the coffers of Russia 
. . . Germany is a captive of Russia 
. . . I think it’s very inappropriate.”

While NATO’s language has 
turned to threats of war against 
China and Russia, the G7 has 
pledged to challenge China-led 
initiatives by developing the new 
Partnership for Global Infra-
structure and Investment (PGII), 
a US$200 billion fund to invest 
in the Global South. Meanwhile, 
the leaders at the BRICS summit, 
held at the same time, offered a 
sober appraisal of the times, 
calling for negotiations to end the 
Ukraine War and measures to be 
taken to stem the cascading crises 
experienced by the world’s poor. 
There was no talk of war from this 
body, which represents 40 percent 
of the world’s population, and 
BRICS’s strength may well grow 
as Argentina and Iran have applied 
to join the bloc.

The US and its allies seek either 
to remain hegemonic and weaken 
China and Russia or to erect a 
new iron curtain around these two 
countries. Both approaches could 
lead to a suicidal military conflict.

The mood across the Global 
South is for a more measured ac-
ceptance of the reality of Eurasian 
integration and the emergence of a 
world order based on national and 
regional sovereignty and the dig-
nity of all human beings, none of 
which can be realised through war 
and division.

Tricontinental
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US malware case ‘part of Assange campaign’  
FORMER CIA software engineer 
Joshua Schulte, 33, has been 
convicted by a jury in a Manhat-
tan federal court of hacking top-
secret US intelligence malware 
tools known as Vault 7, and leak-
ing them to WikiLeaks in 2017.

The jury found Schulte, who 
defended himself, guilty on eight 
espionage charges and one of 
obstruction. He faces a possible 
sentence of 80 years in prison.

Schulte had been the target of 
a malicious campaign by the US 
intelligence community, which 
initially could find no evidence 
against him directly related to the 
Vault 7 leak and instead brought 
possession of child pornography 
charges against him and arrested 
him. A first trial against Schulte 
in 2020 ended with a hung 
jury on the espionage charges 
and found him guilty only of 
contempt of court and lying to 
the FBI.

Schulte argued that he was 
being made a scapegoat for the 
CIA’s inability to protect its Vault 
7 arsenal and “wildly insecure” 
intelligence servers that hosted 
it. Schulte had been held in jail 
since 2018 without bail and com-

plained that he was the victim of 
cruel and unusual punishment, 
awaiting the two trials in solitary 
confinement inside a vermin-
infested jail cell where “inmates 
are treated like caged animals”.

The pursuit of Schulte by the 
CIA, FBI and US Justice Depart-
ment is part of the ongoing 
campaign to extradite WikiLeaks 
publisher and founder Julian As-
sange from the UK to the US to 
face numerous charges of violat-
ing the Espionage Act of 1917.

The effort to silence and pros-
ecute Assange has been a bi-
partisan affair overseen by three 
Presidents – Obama, Trump and 
now Biden. The aim of the US 
political and intelligence estab-
lishment is to make an example 
of anyone who dares to tell the 
truth about US imperialism, espe-
cially about war crimes commit-
ted over the past 30 years.

The Vault 7 breach of 9,000 
documents – the largest theft 
of classified US intelligence 
information in history – exposed 
the CIA’s alleged criminal viola-
tion of basic democratic rights 
by hacking Apple and Android 
smartphones, and turning 
internet-connected televisions 
into listening devices, along with 
many other cyber espionage and 
malware tools.

At the time of the leak in 2017, 
Assange noted that the Vault 7 
breach marked a massive secu-
rity blunder by the CIA, which 
lost control of its hacking arsenal 
and associated documentation.

A statement about the 
Vault 7 leak published by 
WikiLeaks said, “This extraordi- said, “This extraordi-, “This extraordi-
nary collection, which amounts 

to more than several hundred 
million lines of code, gives its 
possessor the entire hacking 
capacity of the CIA. The archive 
appears to have been circulated 
among former US government 
hackers and contractors in an 
unauthorised manner, one of 
whom has provided WikiLeaks 
with portions of the archive.”

In exposing Vault 7, WikiLeaks 
brought to the attention of the 
entire world the fact that the US 
government had developed and 
deployed electronic malicious 
surveillance tools that violate 
both the US Constitution and 
international law. At the same 
time, WikiLeaks chose to publish 
only the CIA documentation that 
proves the existence of such 
tools and not the code of the 
tools themselves.

WikiLeaks collaborated with 
technology firms, including 
Microsoft, Apple and Google, to 
assist them to plug the vulnera-
bilities in their systems that were 
being exploited by the CIA.

The WikiLeaks statement also 
explained that the source who 
shared the Vault 7 material did so 
because they wished, “To initiate 

a public debate about the secu-
rity, creation, use, proliferation 
and democratic control of cyber 
weapons.

“Once a single cyber ‘weapon’ 
is ‘loose’ it can spread around 
the world in seconds to be used 
by rival states, cyber mafia and 
teenage hackers alike.”

What this means is that 
whoever leaked the Vault 7 CIA 
trove to WikiLeaks – whether it 
was Schulte or not – should be 
recognised as a whistleblower 
on a par with Edward Snowden 
and Chelsea Manning for their 
courage and willingness to tell 
the truth about the criminal poli-
cies of US imperialism, instead 
of being prosecuted and sent 
to jail.

In his closing argument to 
the jury, Schulte claimed he was 
singled out by the US govern-
ment even though, “Hundreds of 
people had access to (the infor-
mation) . . . hundreds of people 
could have stolen it.”

He added, “The government’s 
case is riddled with reasonable 
doubt. There’s simply no motive 
here.”

wsws.org

Joshua Schulte

Leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa at a meeting of BRICS, which represents 40 percent of the world’s population
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Education 
crisis hits
billions of
children
91 percent of students
affected by lockdowns 
THE WORLD is adrift in the 
tides of hunger and desola-
tion. It is difficult to think 
about education, or anything 
else, when your children are 
unable to eat. And yet, the 
sharp attack on education dur-
ing this past decade forces us 
to consider the kind of future 
that young people will inherit.

In 2018, before the pandemic, 
the United Nations calculat-
ed that 258 million, or one in six, 
school age children were out of 
school. By March 2020, the start 
of the pandemic, UNESCO es-es-
timated that 1.5 billion children 
and youth were affected by 
school closures; a staggering 91 
percent of students worldwide 
had their education disrupted by 
the lockdowns.

A new UN study released in June 
2022 has found that the number 
of children experiencing distress 
in their education has nearly 
tripled since 2016, rising from 
75 million to 222 million today. 
“These 222 million children”, 
the UN’s Education Cannot Wait 
programme notes, “are on a 
spectrum of educational needs: 
about 78.2 million (54 percent 
females, 17 percent with functional 
difficulties, 16 percent forcibly 
displaced) are out of school, while 
119.6 million are not achieving 
minimum proficiency in reading or 
mathematics by the early grades, 
despite attending school”. Far too 
little attention is being paid to the 
calamity that this will impose upon 
the generations to come.

Decline

The World Bank, in collabora-
tion with UNESCO, has point-
ed out that funding for education 
has dropped in low and lower-
middle income countries, 41 
percent of which “reduced their 
spending on education with the 
onset of the pandemic in 2020, with 
an average decline in spending 
of 13.5 percent”. Whereas richer 
countries have returned to pre-
pandemic levels of funding, in the 
very poorest countries funding has 
been driven below pre-pandemic 
averages. The decline in funding 
for education will produce a loss 
of nearly US$21 trillion in lifetime 
earnings, much higher than the 
US$17 trillion estimated in 2021. 
As the economy splutters and as 
the owners of capital come to terms 
with the fact that they simply will 
not hire billions of people who 
become – for them – a “surplus 
population”, it is no wonder 
that the focus on education is so 
marginal.

Looking to the national libera-
tion experiments of an earlier era 
reveals an utterly different set of 
values, which prioritised ending 
hunger, increasing literacy, and 
ensuring other social advances that 
enhanced human dignity. From 
Tricontinental: Institute for Social 
Research comes a new series called 
Studies in National Liberation. 
The first study in this series, The 
PAIGC’s Political Education for 
Liberation in Guinea-Bissau, 
1963–74, is a fabulous text based 
on the archival research of Sónia 
Vaz-Borges, a historian and the au-
thor of Militant Education, Libera-
tion Struggle, and Consciousness: 
The PAIGC education in Guinea 
Bissau, 1963-1978 (Peter Lang, 
2019).

The PAIGC, short for Partido 
Africano para a Independência da 
Guiné e Cabo Verde, or the Afri-
can Party for the Independence of 
Guinea and Cape Verde, was found-
ed in 1956. Like many national lib-
eration projects, the PAIGC began 
within the political framework 
set up by the Portuguese colonial 
state. In 1959, dockworkers at the 
Pidjiguiti docks went on strike for 
higher wages and better working 
conditions, but they found that the 
Portuguese negotiated with the gun 
when they killed approximately 50 
workers, wounding others. This 
massacre convinced the PAIGC to 
pursue an armed struggle, setting 
up zones liberated from colonial 
rule in then Guinea (today Guinea-
Bissau).

In these liberated zones, the 
PAIGC set up a socialist project, 
which included an educational 
system that sought to abolish il-
literacy and to create a dignified 
cultural life for the population. It is 
this pursuit of an egalitarian educa-
tional project that attracted our at-
tention, since even in a poor coun-
try facing the armed repression of 
the colonial state, the PAIGC still 
moved precious resources away 
from the armed struggle to build 
the dignity of the people. In 1974, 
the country won its independence 
from Portugal; the values of this 
national liberation project continue 
to resonate with us today.

The national liberation project 
that the PAIGC embarked on had 
two simultaneous objectives:
l To overthrow colonial institu-
tions of oppression and exploita-
tion.
l  To create a project of national 
reconstruction to pursue the eco-
nomic, political, and social libera-
tion of the people that would fight 
against the toxic residues left by 
colonial structures in the bodies 
and minds of the people.

Until 1959, there were no sec-
ondary schools in Guinea-Bissau, 
which the Portuguese monar-

chy had controlled since 1588. 
In 1964, the first congress of the 
PAIGC, under the leadership of 
Amílcar Cabral, laid out the fol-
lowing promise to:
l  Set up schools and develop 
teaching in all the liberated areas.
l  Improve the work in the exist-
ing schools, avoiding a very high 
number of pupils, which might 
prejudice the advantage to all.
l Found schools but bear in mind 
the real potential at our disposal 
to avoid our having to later close 
some schools because of a lack of 
resources.
l  Constantly strengthen the po-
litical training of teachers.
l  Set up courses to teach adults 
to read and write, whether they 
are combatants or elements of the 
population.

l  Little by little set up simple li-
braries in the liberated areas, lend 
others the books we possess, help 
others to learn to read a book, the 
newspaper and to understand what 
is read.

All who know must teach those 
who don’t know, said the cadre of 
the PAIGC as they put a great deal 
of effort into teaching basic lit-
eracy, the history of their land, and 
the importance of their struggle for 
national liberation.

Pedagogy
Our study explains the entire 

process of the educational system 
set up by the PAIGC, including 
an assessment of the educational 
forms and practices. Central to the 
study is a close look at the PAIGC’s 

pedagogy and its anti-colonial and 
Africa-centred curriculum. As our 
study notes:

The experiences of African 
people, their past, their present, 
and their future had to be at the 
heart of this new education. The 
school curricula needed to grapple 
with and be shaped by the forms 
of knowledge that existed in local 
communities. With these new ap-
proaches to knowledge, the PAIGC 
intended to cultivate in the learners 
a personal sense of obligation to 
themselves, their peers, and their 
communities. As early as 1949, 
Cabral advocated for knowledge 
production to focus on the exist-
ing African realities through his 
research experiences of the agri-
cultural conditions in Portugal and 
its African territories. He argued 

that one of the best ways to de-
fend the land lay in learning and 
understanding how to use the soil 
sustainably and consciously im-
prove the benefits we reap from it. 
To know and understand the land 
was a form of defending the people 
and their right to better their living 
conditions.

The study is gripping, a win-
dow into a world that has been 
vanquished by the International 
Monetary Fund’s structural adjust-
ment austerity that has dragged 
Guinea-Bissau into turmoil since 
1995, its literacy rate fl ounder-flounder-
ing near 50 percent – shocking 
for a country with the kind of 
national liberation possibilities set 
in motion by the PAIGC. Reading 
the study opens earlier windows, 
hopes that remain alive so long as 
our movements remain attentive 
and return to the source to build 
better futures.

The PAIGC leader Amílcar Ca-
bral was assassinated on 20 Janu-
ary 1973, a year before Portuguese 
colonialism suffered a historical 
defeat. The PAIGC struggled from 
the loss of its leader. In 1946, Ca-
bral wrote a lyrical poem, Regresso 
(Return), which pointed to the eth-
ics of the movement for which he 
gave his life. Return was an impor-
tant term in Cabral’s vocabulary, 
the phrase “return to the source” 
central to his view that national 
liberation must treat the past as a 
resource and not as a destination. 
Read Cabral’s poem below, a door 
to the hopes we have for liberatory 
education:

Old mama, come, let’s listen 
to the beat of the rain against the 
door. 
It’s a friendly beat 
that pounds in my heart.
Our friend the rain, old mama, the 
rain 
that hasn’t fallen this way in a long 
time…
I heard that the Cidade Velha 
– the entire island –
becomes a garden in just a few 
days…
They say that the countryside is 
covered in green, 
in the most beautiful colour, be-
cause it is the colour of hope. 
That now, the land really looks like 
Cape Verde – 
Calm has now replaced the 
storm…
Come, old mama, come 
regain your strength and come to 
the gate. 
Our friend the rain has already said 
to hang on, 
and can beats in my heart.

Tricontinental

Above: a student uses a micro-
scope during a PAIGC medi-
cal consultation in a college in 
Campada, 1973.
Left: students inside a PAIGC 
classroom in a primary school 
in a liberated area, 1974.
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Brazil’s hope: It is dark but I sing 
because the morning will come
The years-long fight against dictatorship, power, privilege and property

IN THE chilly Brazilian win-
ter of 2019, Renata Porto 
Bugni (deputy director of 
Tricontinental: Institute for 
Social Research), André Car-
doso (coordinator of our of-
fice in Brazil), and I, went to 
the Lula Livre (Free Lula) 
camp in Curitiba, set up just 
across the road from the peni-
tentiary where former Presi-
dent Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
sat in a 15-square metre cell. 
Lula had been in prison for 
500 days.

Hundreds of people gathered 
each day at the Lula Livre camp 
to wish him good morning, good 
day, and goodnight – a greet-
ing that sought both to keep his 
spirits up and to offer a spirited 
protest against his incarceration. 
Eighty days later, Lula walked 
out of prison, free of charges 
that most observers rightly con-
demned as absurd. He is now 
the front-runner in the country’s 
presidential elections that will 
take place on October 2, this year.

One of the features of the vigil 
outside the federal prison was the 
ubiquity of militants of the Land-
less Workers’ Movement (MST). 
Their flags were everywhere, their 
cadres forming the spinal cord of 
the movement to free Lula that 
blossomed out from Curitiba to ev-
ery corner of the country.

Formed in 1984 during the 
military dictatorship (1964–85), 
the MST grew out of agricultural 
workers’ and peasants’ occupations 
of latifúndios, gigantic estates held 
by wealthy individuals and corpo-
rations. Over the past four decades, 
these farmers have taken control of 
millions of hectares of land across 
Brazil, forming the largest social 
movement in Latin America.

Occupations
Approximately 500,000 house-

holds live in these MST-led occu-
pations, meaning that the MST has 
organised about two million people 
into its ranks. Around 100,000 fam-
ilies live on encampments (acam-
pamentos), which are occupations 
of fallow land to which they have 
not been given formal access; 
400,000 families live on settle-
ments (assentamentos), whose land 
they now hold by right through 
liberal provisions in Chapter III 
of the country’s 1988 Constitu-
tion, Article 184, which states that 
the government can “expropriate, 
on account of social interest, for 
purposes of agrarian reform, rural 
property that does not perform a 
social function”. However, it is im-
portant to note that, on a punctual 
basis, the Brazilian state nonethe-
less attempts to evict families from 
these legal encampments.

The settlements’ residents orga-
nise themselves through various 
democratic structures, creating 
schools for their children, com-
munity kitchens for the needy, and 
developing techniques for agroeco-
logical farming towards fulfilling 
their own needs as well as for sale 
in the marketplace.

The MST is now rooted in the 
social landscape of Brazil. It is 
impossible to think of the coun-
try without the movement’s red 
flag fluttering across these en-
campments from the Amazon in 
the north to Arroio Chuí, Brazil’s 
southernmost point.

Beneath the considerable activ-
ity of the MST lies a theory, and 
that theory – rooted in concepts 
such as agrarian reform – is de-
tailed in a variety of venues. Our 
institute’s deputy director, Renata 
Porto Bugni, interviewed one of the 
members of the MST’s national co-
ordination, Neuri Rossetto, on his 
understanding of the movement’s 
theory and the relevance of the Ital-
ian communist Antonio Gramsci’s 
writing.

Neuri, as he prefers to be called, 
shares his understanding of Grams-
ci and reflects on the three main 
challenges faced by the MST:
l To precisely identify the adver-
saries who impede efforts to ad-
dress the dilemmas of humanity 
(such as agrarian reform);
l  To establish an ongoing dia-
logue with the working class to 

build a political project for each 
country; and,
l  To strengthen the political and 
organisational capacity of the main 
forces who advance our struggles.

Hegemony, as Gramsci pointed 
out, emerges from the practice of 
assembling a new political proj-
ect out of the “common sense” of 
the people and elaborating those 
ideas into a coherent philosophy. 
The central concept for the MST 
to elaborate this theory is agrar-
ian reform. According to Neuri, 
this reform project fights “for an 
agricultural model centred on the 
production of healthy food for the 
Brazilian population alongside the 
struggle to democratise land own-
ership”.

The MST organises peasants to 
improve not only their control over 
land, but also over agricultural pro-
duction, including by avoiding tox-
ic chemicals, which destroy both 
the workers’ land and health. This 
project is now linked to an interest 
among consumers for food whose 
components do not harm them and 
whose production does not destroy 
the planet. The possibility of unit-

ing the majority of the country’s 
212 million people in pursuit of 
agrarian reform galvanises the 
MST.

Is the MST a social movement 
or a political party? This has been 
a question that has bedevilled the 
movement since its origin nearly 40 
years ago. In fact, from a Grams-
cian perspective, the distinction 
between these two – social move-
ments and political parties – is not 
so significant. Neuri’s commentary 
on these themes in the interview is 
quite instructive:

Ideological

“We are aware of the responsi-
bilities and the need to improve our 
political forces, both in their organ-
isational and ideological senses, in 
order to have a greater influence in 
the class struggle,” he says, “How-
ever, we do not claim to assume 
the role of a political party in its 
strict sense, as we believe that this 
political instrument is beyond our 
scope. This does not mean to say 
that we have a supra-partisan or 
non-partisan stance. We believe that 

the articulation of working-class 
movements, trade unions, and po-
litical parties is fundamental in the 
construction of another sociability, 
which is alternative and contrary to 
the bourgeois order.

“We do not underestimate the 
importance and strength of political 
action and popular mobilisations as 
an educating element for the sub-
altern classes. The popular masses 
learn and educate themselves in 
popular mobilisations. There, in the 
mass movement, lies the political 
strength of the organization, this is 
where the political-ideological level 
of the masses is raised.”

In sum, MST is part of a process 
to build the organisational and ideo-
logical strength of the peasantry, 
and it works alongside trade union 
movements and other organisa-
tions to create a political project 
for social emancipation. To that 
end, MST has participated in build-
ing the Popular Project for Brazil 
(Projeto Brasil Popular), which, as 
Neuri says, “aims to consolidate a 
historic bloc that promotes anti-
capitalist, emancipatory struggles 
and immediate economic gains 
that meet the needs and interests of 

the working class”. Advancing the 
confidence and power of the work-
ing class and peasantry is, there-
fore, central to MST’s activity. Part 
of this work has been to fight back 
against Lula’s persecution.

In 1962–63, while Brazil was 
governed by a centre-left formation 
led by President João Goulart, the 
mood in the country was drawn to 
change and possibility. During this 
period, the Amazonian poet Thia-
go de Mello (1926–2022) wrote 
“Madrugada camponesa” (“Peas-
ant Dawn”), which reflected on the 
peasantry’s hard work to plant not 
only food but also hope. When the 
poem was published in 1965 in a 
book called Faz escuro mas eu can-
to (“It Is Dark but I Sing|), the polit-
ical situation in Brazil had changed 
after a US-led coup overthrew 
Goulart and brought the military 
to power in 1964. The poem’s line 
“It is dark, but I sing because the 
morning will come” took on a new 
charge. The next year, Nara Leão 
sang these words and made them 
an anthem of the time. We leave 
our newsletter with de Mello’s 
poem, a tribute to the peasantry and 
to the fight against the dictatorship 
of power, privilege, and property.

The land is still dark 
in the peasant dawn, 
but it is necessary to plant. 
Night was deeper, 
now morning is coming.
There is no place for a song 
made of fear and mimicry 
to fool solitude. 
Now it is time for the truth, 
sung simply and always. 
Now it is time for joy, 
which is built day by day 
with bread and song.
Soon it will be (I feel it in the air) 
the time of ripe wheat. 
It will be time to harvest. 
Miracles are rising up like 
blue rain on the cornfields, 
beanstalks bursting into flower, 
fresh sap flowing 
from my distant rubber trees.
Dawn of hope, 
the time of love is almost here. 
I harvest a fiery sun that burns on 
the ground 
and plough the light from within the 
sugarcane, 
my soul on its pennant.
Peasant dawn. 
The land is dark (but not quite as 
much), 
it is time to work. 
It is dark but I sing 
because the morning will come 
(It is dark, but I sing).

Tricontinental
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Members of Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement (MST), formed in 1984 during the country’s military dictatorship

Warning over Capitol-style putsch in October vote
FACING the prospect of defeat in Octo-
ber’s general election, Brazil’s fascistic 
president Jair Bolsonaro, is escalating 
threats to pursue a course of action 
directly mirroring Donald Trump’s January 
6 Washington putsch.

Supported by key members of his cabi-
net, including defence minister General 
Paulo Sérgio de Oliveira, Bolsonaro is 
stepping up his attacks on the Electoral 
Court (TSE) and Brazil’s electronic vot-
ing system, fabricating claims that the 
elections will be rigged in favour of the 
frontrunner, former Workers’ Party (PT) 
president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.

The political debate in Brazil is domi-
nated by a universal recognition of the 
likelihood of some form of reenactment of 
the US Capitol invasion, that is a violent 
assault on the institution responsible 
for ballot certification – in this case, the 
Electoral Court – or other installations in 
the capital, Brasília.

References to a “Capitol scenario” have 
reportedly been made by army officials de-
scribing the intelligence service’s prepara-
tions for the elections. The Supreme Court 
(STF) members presiding over the TSE 
have also repeatedly warned about it. 
Recently, the TSE’s last president and STF 
justice Edson Fachin declared to an audi-
ence at the Wilson Center that Brazil could 
see “an episode even more severe than 
the January 6 (storming) of the Capitol” as 
the election nears.

Most significantly, Bolsonaro himself, 
as well as his sons – a senator, a federal 
deputy and a city councillor – have made 
repeated references to the January 6 
putsch, which Bolsonaro supported.

In a weekly live transmission, Bolso-
naro declared to his followers: “You know 
how you should prepare, not for a new 
Capitol . . . but we know what we have to 
do before the election.”

A week earlier, when asked by the 

daily Estado de S. Paulo about whether 
Bolsonaro would concede a defeat, Sena-
tor Flávio Bolsonaro declared that his 
family “cannot be responsible for what 
their supporters do” ahead of and in the 
aftermath of the elections.

Flávio compared his father’s attitude to 
that of Donald Trump, whom he claimed 
“had no interference, he didn’t send 
anyone there (to invade the Capitol)”. He 
continued: “People followed the problems 
in the American electoral system, got an-
gry, and did what they did. There was no 
command from the president, and that will 
never happen from President Bolsonaro.”

Significantly, Flávio’s interview was 
published days after testimony by former 
White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson 
which, as reported by the World Social-
ist Web Site, “presented an account 
of Trump’s efforts to personally direct 
the storming of the Capitol, murder his 
opponents, and establish himself as dicta-

tor”. This information was hardly news to 
Flávio Bolsonaro, whose brother, Eduar-
do, was directly summoned to Washington 
by Trump to participate as an international 
observer of his coup attempt.

At the same time, Defence Minister 
Oliveira is working to encroach upon the 
authority of the TSE in an unprecedented 
fashion. He declared in official statements 
and internal memos that “technical” is-
sues raised by the army’s cybersecurity 
branch have been ignored by the TSE, 
but that the so-called concerns will not be 
disclosed in the presence of other bodies 
constitutionally tasked with overseeing 
the election, such as the Brazilian Bar As-
sociation (OAB).

Such declarations are uniquely de-
signed to give the armed forces a pretext 
to back Bolsonaro in claiming electoral 
fraud while freeing themselves of any ac-
countability.

wsws.org
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SOCIALISM is about a better life for all our 
people anchored on equity, solidarity, humil-
ity and honesty. And socialism has shown 
how poor nations can get out of poverty and 
shortages in historical times. Look at the 
achievements of Cuba – a country fought and 
blockaded for more than 63 years. Without 
the minerals Zambia has, Cuba in 2020 had 
a GDP of around 107.35 billion US dollars. 
GDP is an important indicator of a country’s 
economic power.

GDP in Zambia was expected to reach 
US$24b by the end of 2021. In the long-
term, the Zambia GDP, which has been pur-
suing unbridled neoliberal capitalist policies 
for more than 30 years, is projected to trend 
around US$27b in 2023, according to some 
econometric models.

India’s socialist state of Kerale is leading 
in many economic and social indicators 
and scientific achievements. Whatever their 

attempts to credit China’s achievements to 
capitalism, that is a great socialist state pur-
suing socialism with Chinese characteristics. 
And this what its leaders say. They attribute 
their economic successes to socialism. We 
also have the successes of Vietnam. 

The ignorant attempt to smear socialism 
and socialists to hide their greed and corrup-
tion quest to become billionaires won’t do. 
No matter what they say or do, socialism will 
one day triumph in our homeland. Capital-
ism has for centuries failed our people. Let 
them show us where capitalism has succeed-
ed in Africa?

And more interesting is the fact that most 
achievements scored in Zambia can be at-
tributed to certain socialist inspired princi-
ples that were implemented in the country.

The creation of free education, infrastruc-
ture development, creation of state-owned 
enterprises that employed many, and some 

which still stand today, are as a result of 
having a human face towards national eco-
nomic development which in itself is social-
ism. Most leaders today, who are a product 
of free education and other socially oriented 
programmes, want to ridicule a system that 
moved them from poverty and then support 
imperialist policies that only benefit a few 
foreign interests. 

Zambia definitely needs a citizen-led eco-
nomic development agenda which under a 
socialist government will be attained.

We want Zambians who have genuine 
businesses, and not these crooked dealers 
– tenderpreneurs – calling themselves busi-
nessmen.

Like China, Zambia will manage to free its 
people from poverty through socialism with 
Zambian characteristics. It is socialism and 
only socialism that can guarantee us a better 
life and prosperity. 

Fred M’membe, Socialist Party President


