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The time for games is over . . . 
people’s needs must come first

THE WORKING men and women of Zambia, 
this day  – Labour Day, May 1 – belongs to 
you. You deserve a day like this because 
you’ve been working hard. You’ve been 
working hard to make ends meet. You’ve 
been working hard to build a better life for 
your families, to build a better Zambia. 

But that’s not all. There’s also the work 
you’ve been doing for decades: work to make 
sure that those who toil get an honest day’s 
pay for an honest day’s work. Work to make 
sure that families get a fair shake. That’s 
what unions are all about. 

We’ve come through a 
difficult decade. We’ve gone 
through a decade where 
wealth was valued over 
work, and greed was valued 
over responsibility. And the 
decks were too often stacked 
against ordinary workers in 
favour of profits. 

Everywhere I went over the 
last few years of leading the 
Socialist Party – the party of 
those who toil – I met people 
who felt their economic 
security was slipping away, 
men and women who were 
fighting harder and harder 
just to stay afloat. And that 
was even before the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. That just made 
things even harder.

So these are tough times 
for toiling Zambians. They’re 
even tougher for Zambians 
who are looking for work  – 
and many of them have been 
looking for work for a long 
time. So we’ve got a lot more 
to do if we are to see a rever-
sal of fortunes. 

Zambia cannot have a 
strong economy without a 
labour movement. That’s the 
central challenge we face in 
our country today. That’s at 
the core of why the Socialist 
Party was formed. That’s what 
the Socialist Party is fighting 
for. Everything we’ve done, 
it’s been thinking about you. 

The time for games is over. 
The time for action is now. 
No more games. Now is not 
the time for political leaders 
to worry about their jobs, 
re-election, re-appointments; 

AFRICOM office plan unacceptable 

We’ve gone
through a 

decade where 
wealth was 
valued over 
work, and greed 
was valued over 
responsibility

‘
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Unemployed doctors protest over how long they have been waiting to be offered jobs. Socialist Party President Fred M’membe says these are 
tough times for toiling Zambians and even tougher for those who are searching for work, many of whom have been looking for a long time

LABOUR DAY MESSAGE
Fred M’membe, Socialist Party President

We need to
act now

THE SOCIALIST Party has 
described the proposal to set up 
an AFRICOM office at the US 
Embassy in Zambia as “unac-
ceptable and dangerous in the 
long run”.

In a press briefing, the party re-
viewed various statements on the 
plan from Zambia’s Ministry of 
Defence and the US Embassy, ex-
plored the history of AFRICOM in 
Africa, and analysed the possible 
motives for setting up an AFRI-
COM Office of Security Coopera-
tion in Lusaka.

Here is the briefing in full:
To start with, let us look at some 

content from the recent press state-

ments coming from the US Em-
bassy as well as from our Minister 
of Defence.

US Embassy, Zambia (April 26, 
2022): “Building on the founda-
tions of US-Zambia shared secu-
rity interests, the new Office of 
Security Cooperation will enhance 
military-to-military relations and 
expand areas of cooperation in 
force management, modernisa-
tion, and professional military 
education for the Zambian security 
forces.”

US Embassy, Zambia (May 2, 
2022): “There is no US military 
base (or plans for one) in Zambia. 
An Office of Security Cooperation 
is not a military base – the new Of-

fice of Security Cooperation will 
be an office at the US Embassy 
in Lusaka and will work hand-in-
hand with the Zambia Defence 
Force to enhance military-to-mili-
tary relations and expand areas of 
cooperation in force management, 
modernisation, and professional 
military education for the Zambian 
security forces.”

Minister of Defence, Zambia 
(May 2, 2022): “We have had a 
longstanding relationship with US-
AFRICOM in the areas of peace-
keeping that has predated this ad-
ministration and has benefited our 
military. Zambia has no intention 
whatsoever of establishing or host-
ing any military bases on Zambian 

soil . . . the Ministry of Defence 
would like to take this opportunity 
to warn all perpetrators of such 
misinformation meant to tarnish 
our existing cordial relationship 
with our neighbours and strategic 
partners, to desist from issuing 
alarming statements which hinge 
on the security and territorial in-
tegrity of our nation.”

Obviously, the US Embassy 
and our Minister of Defence are 
worried about the reaction of the 
Zambian public. They are there-
fore trying to clear the air – that 
there will be no US military base 
in the country, but a new office for 

l Turn to Page 6
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Study finds 
happiness
and equity
equation
But corruption destroys
people’s lives, says Pikiti
CORRUPTION is not just 
contributing to levels of in-
equality in Zambia, but also 
affecting people’s happiness, 
Socialist Party Women’s 
League member Margaret 
Pikiti says.

“Much has been said about 
corruption in Zambia and how 
to combat it, but we should nev-
er lose sight of one thing in the 
debate: corruption ruins lives, 
the lives of ordinary Zambians,” 
she said.

“Someone who had been away 
from the country for more than a 
decade, but who returned to Lusaka 
in April, expressed astonishment at 
how the city had been transformed. 
We were quick to put them straight. 
Visit the rural areas, we said, and 
you’ll probably cry. There has been 
little or no progress there. The se-
rious inequality in this country is 
heartbreaking. Zambia suffers from 
severe economic exclusion in the 
rural areas.”

Pikiti said a study had shown 
there was a direct correlation be-
tween inequality in a country and 
the unhappiness of its people.  

“A recent article by James Tap-
per in the UK Guardian headlined, 
‘Rich countries that let inequality 
run rampant make citizens unhap-
py, study finds’, reviewed research 
by Dr David Bartram of the Univer-
sity of Leicester into the effects of 
economic exclusion in 78 countries.

“The study, which was pre-
sented at the British Sociological 
Association’s online annual con-
ference on April 21, found that 
countries that allow inequality to 
increase as they grow richer make 
their citizens less happy.

Frustrated
“The 78 countries were studied 

over a period of four decades and 
revealed that rich people tend to fo-
cus on those with even more wealth 
than they have and feel that they 
never have enough, ignoring those 
at the poorer end of the scale. Peo-
ple who earn little feel excluded and 
frustrated by not being able to keep 
up with those on average incomes, 
the study found,” she said.

Separately, the most widely used 
measure of inequality based on in-
come distribution – the Gini coeffi-
cient – shows countries’ relative in-
come gaps – simply put, the higher 
the Gini coefficient, the greater the 
gap between the incomes of a coun-
try’s richest and poorest people.

The figures, taken together with 
the findings of Dr Bartram’s study 
show the relationship between peo-
ple’s inequality and unhappiness.

Zambia is fourth from bottom 
of the Gini league globally, with a 
coefficient of 57.1 – the last time it 
was measured, in 2015 – just ahead 
of Suriname (57.9, 1999), Namibia 
(59.1, 2015), and South Africa 
(63.0, 2014).

The five countries with the low-
est Gini coefficient, and therefore 
the least income gap, are Belgium 

(27.2, 2018), Ukraine before the 
war (26.6, 2019), Azerbaijan (26.6, 
2005), Iceland (26.1, 2017), and 
United Arab Emirates (26.0, 2018).

Pikiti said the levels of inequal-
ity in Zambia were “phenomenal, 
with huge differences, not only in 
wealth, but also in access to decent 
water and sanitation, healthcare, 
housing, and education, among 
other things”.

“Corruption and stealing re-
sources increases inequality, de-
priving the poor of their rightful 
entitlement and thwarting national 
development,” she said.

“It is interesting to note from Dr 
Bartram’s research that life satis-
faction – on a scale of 0 to 10 – is 
measured by how people see their 
lives as whole rather than how they 
are feeling immediately.

“Key items identified as adding 
to people’s satisfaction and happi-
ness include being grateful, being 
optimistic, practising acts of kind-
ness, appreciating how lucky they 
are and having the chance or oppor-
tunity to use their strengths, skills 
and talents.

“As a result, levels of life satis-
faction can fall even though a coun-
try seems to being doing well eco-
nomically, if there are high levels of 
inequality. India’s life satisfaction, 
for example, declined from 6.7 in 
1990 to 5.8 in 2006 as inequality 
rose. By 2012 it was still lower than 
in 1990, despite the country’s pro-
longed economic boom.”

Pikiti said people who earned 
little or had little felt frustrated and 
excluded and denied the chance to 
participate in their communities or 
country. “It is no wonder, therefore, 
that we see so many young people 
in the rural areas of Zambia spend-
ing most of their time getting drunk.

“And frustration breeds negative 
thinking, which can lead to aggres- which can lead to aggres-which can lead to aggres-
sive behaviour. Again, we see a lot 
of this among Zambia’s youth.

“The battle to reduce inequal-
ity is everyone’s fight,” she 
said. “Programmes like the Social- “Programmes like the Social-“Programmes like the Social-
ist Party’s Fred M’membe Literacy 
Campaign can go a long way to 
improving people’s ability to play 
more fulfilling roles in society by 
combatting illiteracy and igno-
rance and, as a result, help liberate 
people from poverty.” 

Margaret Pikiti

FOCUS ON YOUTH

I was given a rare opportunity to
experience a future united Africa 

“Our hearts and souls were filled with 
revolutionary spirit for 21 days. Our eyes 
were washed clear with the ideological 
water of scientific socialism. Our thoughts 
were freed from the myths and fallacies 
of many phrases and words; words like 
cadre, for example. Unlike on the streets, 
where cadres are often seen as agents of 
banditry, we came to understand that they 
can be agents of change and the backbone 
of the revolution.

“Our minds were liberated from bour-
geois privileges and tendencies. We were 
armed with the ammunition of social-
ist ideology. We were schooled in the 
struggles of the working class on farms, in 
schools, factories, and beyond. We were 
walked through the plight of our brothers 
and sisters in Swaziland. We shared their 
pain and agony, but we also shared with 
them our hope and joy.

“Twenty-one days of revolutionary edu-
cation vested in us the responsibility to 
further the school’s principles and ideals. 
We were tasked with a duty to educate, 
agitate, organise and mobilise.

“After those 21 days, I am adamant that 
the dream of a united Africa is more than 
possible,” she said.

in western Africa,” she said. “We talked 
about the atrocities in the central region 
and revisited the trials and tribulations of 
our brothers and sisters in the north. We 
unpacked the continent and cast aside the 
restrictions of national boundaries.

SOCIALIST Party Youth League member 
Busiku Mpongo says she is more con-
vinced than ever that a united Africa is 
possible after spending 21 days at the 
Nkrumah School in South Africa.

“Africa Unite. This is the famous phrase 
that has been declared from podiums all 
over the continent, and beyond. Africa’s 
finest, from Kenneth Kaunda, Ahmed 
Sékou Touré and Patrice Lumumba to Amí-
lcar Cabral and Julius Nyerere, have made 
the call,” she said.

“Nkrumah wrote a book  – Africa Must 
Unite – about it, Mama Miriam Makeba took 
to the stage and sang about it, and Bob 
Marley amplified the call from beyond the 
continent’s borders with his remarkable hit 
Africa Unite.

“Political and ideological training is at 
the heart of the Socialist Party’s work, and 
as a result I spent three weeks in March at 
the Nkrumah School in Bela-Bela, South 
Africa. It was the opportunity of a lifetime.

Mpongo said she “was blessed with a 
rare opportunity to experience what our 
unified continent might be like”.

“I sang and danced with my comrades 
from the south, shared quality time with 
comrades from the east and found solace 

You must act today to shape tomorrow
SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe told young 
revolutionaries attending the 
Swaziland Youth Congress 
recently that the future was 
in their hands as long as they 
acted to change things in their 
country.

In a recorded video message, 
Dr M’membe said:

“Your congress comes at 
a very important time in the 
history of your country, in 
the history of Swaziland. The 
contradictions are sharpening 
in Swaziland, necessitating this 
congress. This congress is a con-
gress of revolutionaries, young 
revolutionaries.

“We must also bear in mind 
that all over the world it is 
young people who are quickly 
moved by injustice, oppression, 
repression, marginalisation and 
exploitation. If you, the young 
people of Swaziland do not take 
it upon yourselves to change 
things, improve the conditions 
that exist, to rise up against 
dictatorship, rise up against in-
justice and oppression, nothing 
will happen.

“There is no struggle in the 

history of humanity that has 
not been led by young people, 
where young people have not 
played a key role. Without your 
role there is nothing that can be 
achieved.

“Your greatest duty now is 
to learn; learn by doing, learn 
by observing, learn by reading. 
See things for yourselves, hear 
things for yourselves, analyse 
things for yourselves. Come to 
your own conclusions.

“It is very, very impor-
tant that you grasp as young 
communists, young socialists, 
the Marxist philosophy. It is 

an important tool for you to 
analyse the conditions that exist 
in Swaziland and in the world. 
Without correct revolutionary 
theory you cannot have correct 
revolutionary practice.

“But, of course, we must bear 
in mind that theory without 
practice is worthless. As it says 
in the Bible, James 2, faith 
without works is worthless. Do-
ing is the way of believing. You 
have to have faith, in addition 
to faith, in the work that you 
are doing, in the revolution-
ary activities you are engaging 
yourselves in, you must also 

have a programme, you must 
also have a plan, without a pro-
gramme, without a plan, you 
can’t achieve much.

“You have a revolutionary 
organisation that you belong 
to – Pudemo – play a clear role 
in it, work side by side like 
leaders with the leadership of 
that organisation, time is not 
with us, things are continually 
changing, we have to be up to 
speed, we have to change many 
times, but without changing our 
beliefs, without changing our 
convictions, without ceding our 
principles.

“There is so much to be done, 
there is so much to be said, 
for now all I can wish you is 
a successful congress. Bear in 
mind as well that we are not 
only future leaders, we are also 
leaders of today. The future is 
not built in the future, it is built 
on the threshold of what we do 
today.

“The decisions you take to-
day, the actions you take today 
will determine the future of 
Swaziland. I wish your congress 
success. Thank you very much 
comrades.”

Busiku Mpongo

Students attending the Swaziland Youth Congress where they were given 21days of revolutionary education

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe addresses students at the 
Swaziland Youth Congress in a video message
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now is the time for them to 
worry about your jobs.

I know this is not going to 
be an easy time. I know it’s 
not easy when there are some 
people who have their sights 
trained on you. The fact is, our 
economy is stronger when 
workers are getting paid good 
wages and good benefits. 

Our economy is stronger 
when we’ve got broad-based 
growth and broad-based 
prosperity. That’s what unions 
have always been about – 
shared prosperity. When 
working people are doing well, 
when they’re getting a decent 
wage and getting decent ben-
efits, that means they’re good 
customers for businesses. 
That means that you can buy 
the food from the farmers.

You are creating prosperity 
when you share in prosperity. 
Unions have recognised that; 
they’ve already made tough 
concessions.

We understand that the 
world is changing; unions 
understand that the world is 
changing. Unions understand 
they need to help drive the 
change, whether it’s on the 
factory floor, or in the class-
room, or in the government 
office. But what unions also 
know are the values at the 
core of the labour movement, 
those don’t change.

If we truly are one nation, 
one people, we will rise and 
we will fall together. Times are 
tough. It’s really tough, but 
we are tougher. We’ve been 
through tough times before. 
We are not scared of tough 
times.
Aluta continua!
Victoria acerta!

New ideas and leaders needed 
for a complex, changing world
It is our duty to ensure we move forward in a rational and humane way

WE ARE living in very com-
plex times. New ideas and 
leaders to prepare peoples for 
the future are needed. We must 
start building a new aware-
ness. A new and complex era 
as this one requires principles 
and principled leaders more 
than ever. It can’t be business 
as usual. 

This highly globalised world 
we live in requires very good 
leadership and very well-in-
formed citizens. Globalisation is 
an objective reality underlining 
the fact that we are all passengers 
on the same vessel – this planet 
where we all live. Obviously, 
this vessel is carrying too much 
injustice to remain afloat, pursu-
ing such an irrational and sense-
less route.

It is our duty to take our rightful 
place at the helm and ensure that all 
passengers can travel in conditions 
of solidarity, equity and justice. Hu-
mankind is able to organise its life 
and its destiny in a more rational 
and humane manner. And before we 
can come to terms with the reality 

of globalisation there’s talk of de-
globalisation. This deglobalisation, 
which is a retreat from Western-de-
signed globalisation, did not begin 
during the COVID-19 pandemic or 
during the Russian war on Ukraine. 
This process has its origins in the 
Great Recession of 2007-2009.

With the faltering of the Western 
economies, both China and Russia, 
as well as other major economic 
powers, began to seek alternative 
ways to globalise. China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative, which was an-
nounced in 2013, is a signal of this 
gradual shift, with China develop-

ing its own linkages, first in Central 
and South Asia, and then beyond 
Asia and toward Africa, Europe and 
Latin America.

The appetite in many parts of 
the world has already increased for 
an alternative to Western-shaped 
globalisation, but this does not 
necessarily mean deglobalisation. 
It could mean a globalisation plat-
form that no longer has its epicentre 
located in Washington or Brussels.

Recent developments in Ukraine 
bring into focus economic alterna-
tives for  China and Russia.

As a result of the wave of sanc-

tions imposed by the West, the 
complementarity and engagement 
of the Chinese and Russian econo-
mies will only deepen, and there 
are huge opportunities for coopera-
tion between the two countries in 
areas like the digital economy and 
defence. Russia will not be easily 
crushed by economic and financial 
sanctions if this pattern continues.

The intensified US sanctions will 
be a long and protracted war that 
will not achieve its goals, and Rus-
sia will not be the only country to 
suffer. The US sanctions are a pyr-
rhic victory and will accelerate and 

deepen the Russian and Chinese 
economies’ independent develop-
ment in hi-tech, finance, and trade 
de-dollarisation.

According to a Credit Suisse 
analysis report released on March 
7, the current crisis is unprecedent-
ed since President Nixon decoupled 
the dollar from gold in 1971, and 
that once the crisis (war included) 
is over, the hegemony of the dollar 
will be weakened, while the Ren-
minbi will strengthen significantly.

This analysis could be interpret-
ed as a prognosis of the situation by 
the Western financial community.

Once again, contrary to the West-
ern media propaganda, the draft 
resolution entitled “Aggression 
in Ukraine” did not receive over-
whelming support at the Eleventh 
Emergency Special Session of the 
UN General Assembly on March 
2. Governments representing more 
than half of the world’s population 
either voted “no” or abstained.

Sanctions are and will continue 
to hurt Russia, that is true. Other 
countries have also been the victims 
of US sanctions. The US has had 
sanctions for more than 60 years 
against Cuba, where the people 
have not only survived, but contin-
ue to support revolutionary move-
ments across the globe, especially 
in the area of medical assistance 
and education for poor countries.

Venezuela has been sanctioned 
and its people have suffered, but 
they continue to work towards re-
gaining economic normalcy.

Iran has been sanctioned, but to-
day Iran looks to a partnership with 
China and Russia. North Korea has 
also been sanctioned, but it is still 
standing.

People around the world will 
realise that US sanctions are not as 
invincible as they claim, and that 
the fight against US hegemony is, 
in this complex world, not hopeless. 

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe: China’s Belt and Road Initiative, announced in 2013, signals a gradual shift, a new way to globalise 

On course for Brazil

M’membe:
we must 
act now
on labour 
l From Page 1

WE RECENTLY wished all the best to 
six Socialist Party members who are on 
an exciting mission to pursue four-year 
degree programmes in agroecology at the 
Latin American Institute of Agroecology, 
LaPa City, Paraná State, Brazil.

The programme is supported by the 
Socialist Party Zambia in collaboration 
with Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Move-
ment, MST.

 So it is a temporary farewell to Leonard 
Chikasa, Jessica Chiposwa, John Zulu, 

Agness Phiri, William Nowanga and Asher 
Nankonde (pictured with MST represent-
atives).

 Revolutionary best wishes in your 
studies comrades!
Aluta Continua

Freedom of
the press is 
fragile and
needs care
PRESS freedom is fragile and 
needs vigilance if it is to be protect-
ed, Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe says.

Commemorating World Press 
Freedom Day on May 3, Dr 
M’membe said it was an occasion 
to assess the state of press freedom 
in Zambia and compare it with oth-
er countries.

“It is also another opportunity to 
take stock of freedom of expression 
and the media in the country,” he 
said.

“Listening to the pronounce-
ments of our political leaders and 
their supporters we feel there is 
much that needs to be protected, 
and continued vigilance is warrant-
ed for good reason.

“The constitutionally protected, 
but fragile, freedom of expression 
and the media is being steadily 
eroded by the decreasing number 
of journalists in newsrooms, which 
has worked to restrict press free-
dom. A consequence of depleted 
newsrooms is that the average num-
ber of sources per story has dropped 
from more than two to one.”

Dr M’membe said the freedom 
gained through the internet brought 
with it new threats.

“Today we are increasingly get-
ting concerned about trolling and 
cyber bullying of journalists on so-
cial media,” he said. “These online 
attacks are on the increase, particu-
larly for journalists speaking out 
against certain politicians or calling 
certain issues to order.

“The impact of all these threats 
and attacks has been to systemati-
cally undermine the media freedom 
and freedom of expression. 

“Without constant vigilance of 
our fragile state of press freedom 
we may slip downwards at a very 
fast pace.”

Graft fight ‘down the drain’ The wheel of fortune turns
SOCIALIST Party President Fred M’membe says the government’s 
claim that it is fighting corruption has “gone down the drain”. 

“We yet again challenge the government to explain why it single-
sourced Maurice Jangulo’s Alpha Commodities to supply 37,000 
tonnes of fertilisers at US$1,407 per tonne while the general market 
price is US$1,000 per tonne – stealing an additional US$15.059 million 
from the Zambian people in super-profits.

Nitrogen Chemicals of Zambia was given to supply 13,000 tonnes of 
fertilisers at $1,000 per tonne. On top of this, Jangulo had no stocks 
of fertilisers and started going around trying to source the commod-
ity from his competitors whom he had discredited in an audit he had 
initiated and influenced. We challenge this government to explain why 
Jangulo was allowed to control, direct, manipulate and falsify a fertil-
iser audit under its supervision and control.

“Why? Our simple and only explanation is that Jangulo is too close 
to the key leaders of this government to be touched. Clearly, this gov-
ernment’s fight against corruption has gone down the drain.”

SOCIALIST Party President Fred M’membe says the party doesn’t un-
derestimate the UPND’s past achievements, but that it seems to have 
lost its way.

“In the years before the election, it tenaciously laid bare the areas 
of life and policy where the public felt dissatisfied and angry with the 
PF and its government. It did not win merely by default, but because it 
managed to capture the public mood. We will learn from that,” he said.

“But problems lie ahead. The government doesn’t seem to know 
where it is headed, and that is dangerous. UPND’s great achievement is 
directionless leadership. We can detect no sense of direction. Its leaders 
are high on boasting, bragging, rhetoric, posturing and promises. But 
they will in the end be judged not on what they say but on what they do.

“This government is too self-satisfied and too little criticised for its 
own good. It has tried to silence potential critics by appointing them to 
boards and commissions. This is not a recipe for governing well. The 
wheel of fortune turns and what once seemed fresh in time goes to seed.” 

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party President
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LITERACY & AGROECOLOGY

Negotiating the wild west  

THE FRED M’membe Literacy and Agro-
ecology Programme has continued its 
campaign in Western Province despite 
it being one of the most difficult areas 
to work in.

Programme activist Mubanga Chil-
eshe said: “The Western Province of 
Zambia has some of the most chal-
lenging terrain in the country. From 
the almost impassable sandy roads in 
Lukulu and Nalolo to the Barotse flood 
plains, with some parts only accessible 
by canoes. 

“The Fred M’membe Literacy and 
Agroecology campaign team is deter-
mined to reach the remotest parts of the 
country by whatever form of transpor-

tation to ensure every Zambian has a 
chance at literacy.”

Recent work has been focusing on 
four constituencies in the province; 
Kalabo, Senanga, Mongu Central and 
Lukulu, with activities including pro-
gramme monitoring, student graduation 
and the handing over of bicycles to 
teachers carrying out voluntarily as-
signments.

The campaign, which began in May 
2021 and is coordinated by the Social-
ist Party and Brazil’s Samora Machel 
Internationalist Brigade (MST), has been 
successfully carried out in Lusaka, 
Eastern and Western Provinces, and 
there are plans to extend it to Copper-

belt, Northern and Muchinga Provinces 
later this year.

Speaking earlier this year at an 
awards ceremony for the programme’s 
first graduating students, Dr M’membe 
said there was a desperate need to 
improve literacy levels in the country in 
order to achieve meaningful social and 
economic development.

He said it was unacceptable that the 
country was still struggling to wipe 
out illiteracy 57 years after indepen-
dence and there was no way the nation 
could be expected to achieve tangible 
development when only 55.3 percent of 
citizens were able to read and write.

“When citizens are literate, they 

are better able to follow policy and be 
informed about issues that interest 
them. They are also more likely to vote 
and find other ways to participate in 
the governance of their country,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“Literacy promotes gender equality. It 
is said that every literate woman marks 
a victory over poverty. They are already 
the most powerful agents of change, 
and that power is even greater when 
they can read.

“Literate women are more likely to 
adopt more preventive health measures 
and promote attitudinal changes around 
family planning.”

At the same event, Elizabeth Con-

ceição an activist with the Samora 
Machel Internationalist Brigade, Brazil’s 
Landless Movement, congratulated 
the Socialist Party for undertaking the 
literacy and agroecology campaign as 
one of its priorities.

Conceição said the Lusaka gradu-
ation was historic and pointed to the 
need for continuity in the second phase, 
this year.

“It is our understanding that if our 
people cannot read and write, if they 
cannot understand the causes of their 
oppression, they will not be able to 
fight their oppressors. To achieve social 
transformation and build a new society, 
we need literate people,” she said. 

Teachers overcome difficult terrain to reach remotest areas
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

ACCORDING to the economic law of diminish-
ing returns, beyond a certain point the more you 
put into something the less reward you will get in 
terms of output. The reward eventually becomes 
so small you need to stop.

This rule works across the range of life issues. 
Eating good food, for example, is pleasurable and 
satisfying. Eat too much, though, and you will 
spend the next day regretting it. The same for al-
cohol and consumer spending. We crave the next 
purchase, the thing we have to have, but it doesn’t 
quite deliver on its promise.

Living well means knowing when to stop. In 
our consumption-based society, it’s hard to apply 
the brakes. We are driven by ever-increasing con-
sumption.

Advertisers tempt us to go beyond what we ac-
tually need or can afford. Similarly, with social me-
dia – we can get in too deep before we realise it. 
We begin for the pleasure of it, but it can become 
an exercise in being harmed and in harming oth-
ers.

This is not a new thing in the world. During the 
trial of Jesus, people just didn’t know when to 
stop. They knew he was innocent, but the pile-
on just happened anyway. Nothing could stop it, 
and God chose not to do so. He let his Son suffer 
this way and even die. This story of voluntary self-
giving for the love of others is at the heart of the 
Christian gospel.

These days, many people say this story of love 
is a worthless delusion, believing they know bet-
ter. It’s derided as at best irrelevant, or at worst 
a negative influence on human freedom. Yet the 
story has survived much worse abuse than that. It 
reveals so much about who we think we are, who 
we really are, and what true goodness really is. 
Christians don’t think this is a worthless story – 
they believe it’s the wisdom of God.

Whatever you think of the church, and all the 
bad press it gets today, I urge you to look beyond 
that to this story of God’s personal love. Those 
who believe in Jesus, and gather around him in 
hope, are no different to you. They aren’t perfect, 
and shouldn’t pretend to be. They live in the world 
just like everyone else, with the same fears and 
hang-ups.

But good news in which they believe exceeds 
those limitations. It’s not held back by any law of 
diminishing returns. Jesus’ life, death and return 
to life, is the unlimited gospel of God’s love. Not 
even death defeats, and certainly not the small 
deaths of our fears and failures.

This Easter message might look weak or even 
foolish, but it is stronger and wiser and more en-
during than anything else we can know or experi-
ence. We want the world to know how wonderful 
and liberating it is.

Liberating departure from 
rule of diminishing returns

Being honest is hard work

Out of the frying pan . . . 

It’s a question of attitude

BEING honest is not always easy. Therefore, one 
needs to work at being truthful, and it is work.

Being honest can sometimes hurt. Honesty is 
also not just how you speak to others, but also 
how you speak to yourself. While humility and 
modesty is a good thing, being too harsh on 
yourself is not being truthful. Also, thinking too 
highly of yourself is a sin. Thus, it is important 
for you to find a balance of knowing your bless-
ings and shortcomings so you can continue to 
grow.

Proverbs 11:3  – “Honesty guides good peo-
ple; dishonesty destroys treacherous people”.

Romans 12:3   – “Because of the privilege 
and authority God has given me, I give each of 
you this warning: don’t think you are better than 
you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of 
yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith 
God has given us”. 

Political leadership isn’t 
an easy undertaking

goes on, our hearts grow hard and become inca-
pable of loving all those around us.

Being a humane political leader means having 
the sentiments of humility and unselfishness, of 
detachment and generosity.

THE CHALLENGES ahead of us are gigantic. But 
what we can’t do for ourselves, no one will do 
for us.

Without you, the masses of this country 
actively and directly taking over the governance 
of this country through your party, the Socialist 
Party, guided by the values of Justice, Equity 
and Peace, we will be jumping back and forth 
between the frying pan and the fire.

Leaders lead, but in the end the people must 
govern! 

Christianity and socialism 
have a lot in common
WE SOCIALISTS believe that Christ was a revo-
lutionary par excellence. His entire doctrine was 
devoted to the humble, the poor; his doctrine 
was devoted to fighting against abuse, injustice, 
and the degradation of human beings.

There’s a lot in common between the spirit and 
essence of Christ’s teachings and socialism. And 
the Bible has very revolutionary content. The 
teachings of Christ are very revolutionary and 
completely coincide with our aims as socialists. 

There are thousands more coincidences 
between Christianity and socialism than between 
Christianity and capitalism. Responding probably 
to different motivations, they both advocate at-
titudes and behaviours that are quite similar.

There’s great coincidence between Christian-
ity’s objectives and the ones we socialists seek, 
between the Christian teachings of humility, 
austerity, selfishness and loving thy neighbour 
and what we might call the content of a revolu-
tionary’s life and behaviour. 

For, what is the Socialist Party teaching its 
members and the Zambian people? To kill? To 
be selfish? To exploit others? Just the opposite. 
We are teaching them unwavering commitment 
to honest, equity, humility and solidarity. We are 
telling them that our country right now may be 
too poor to give our people great material wealth, 
but it can give them a sense of equity and of hu-
man dignity. 

That is why we believe and openly say that we 
socialists are not the only revolutionaries.

All those who truly follow Christ’s doctrine and 
devote themselves to the cause of the humble, 
the poor; and devote themselves to fighting 
against injustice, abuse and the degradation of 
human beings and to helping them liberate them-
selves, are revolutionaries. 

WE UNDERSTAND very, very well that in a hyper-
kinetic world, inward-looking and self-obsessed 
political leaders are a liability. We also under-
stand very, very well that as political leaders 
we are susceptible to an array of debilitating 
maladies; including arrogance, intolerance, myo-
pia, and pettiness. And when these diseases go 
untreated, the nation itself is enfeebled. To have 
a healthy nation, we need political leaders with 
healthy minds.

As human beings, we have certain proclivities 
– not all of them noble. Nevertheless, as political 
leaders we should be held to a high standard, 
since our scope of influence makes our ailments 
particularly infectious.

A political leadership team which is not self-
critical, which does not keep up with things, 
which does not seek to be more mentally, morally 
and intellectually fit, is a sick one.

It is very easy for political power to make us 
lose our human sensitivities. And we start having 
a heart of stone, we become stiff-necked. We 
have seen political leaders who in the course of 
time lose their interior serenity and alertness. It 
is dangerous to lose the human sensitivity that 
enables us to weep with those who weep and to 
rejoice with those who rejoice. Because as time 

THERE are two different attitudes towards learn-
ing from others. One is the dogmatic attitude 
of transplanting everything, whether or not it is 
suited to our conditions. This is no good. The 
other attitude is to use our heads and learn those 
things that suit our conditions, that is, to absorb 
whatever experience is useful to us. That is the 
attitude we should adopt.

Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe: Being a humane political 
leader means having the sentiments 
of humility and unselfishness, of 
detachment and generosity

New warning on
wider effects of 
fuel price hikes
M’membe: We face difficult times

SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe says the gov-
ernment is steering Zambia 
into “very difficult times” 
with its failure to control fuel 
prices.

Dr M’membe’s comments 
follow the Energy Regulation 
Board adjusting fuel prices up-
wards – from K21.96 to K26.50 
per litre for petrol and up to 
K26.22 for diesel.

Presidential spokesperson 
Anthony Bwalya said President 
Hakainde Hichilema was, “urging 
citizens and industry players to be 
extra resilient as the government 
continues to work towards stabi-
lising and ultimately lowering the 
fuel pump price”.

But Dr M’membe said the So-
cialist Party warned that it was 
unlikely that fuel prices could be 
kept under control and accused the 
government of failing to deliver on 
its promises.

“When the UPND took over the 
running of government in August 
2021 the prices of petrol and low-
sulphur diesel were K17.62 and 
K17.82 respectively. Today, seven 
months later, the prices are K26.50 
for petrol (50.4 per cent higher) 
and K26.22 for low-sulphur diesel 
(50.5 per cent higher),” he said.

“The UPND leadership had 
promised the Zambian people fuel 
price reductions of at least K4.02 if 
they were voted into office. They 
went to lengths to demonstrate 
arithmetically how this fuel price 
reduction would be achieved.”

Dr M’membe said the story had 
now changed. “Makani abija (we 
are in trouble). As with many other 
things they promised but have 
failed to deliver, so many factors 
are being blamed for this failed 
fuel price reduction.

“On Tuesday, January 25, 2022, 
the Energy Regulatory Board an-
nounced they were migrating to a 
30-day pricing cycle for petrol, die-
sel and low-sulphur gas oil. And in 
that regard, fuel prices would now 
be reviewed every month starting 
with January 2022. We warned it 
was highly unlikely that fuel prices 
would be reduced at these reviews 
and that they would instead be in-
creased.”

Dr M’membe said the price of 
fuel has a significant weighting in 
the basket of goods and services 
that are used to measure inflation 
in the country. Producers of servic-
es and goods are expected to factor 
in the higher cost of fuel.

Dr M’membe said this made fuel 
prices a key factor in the rate of in-
flation. “The economy also uses 
diesel for transportation, power 
generation and running of agricul-
tural machinery such as tractors, 
with a direct impact on the cost 
of farm produce. The higher fuel 
prices mean each of us pays more 
at the filling station, leaving less 
to spend on other goods and ser-
vices,” he said.

Damper
“But higher fuel prices affect 

more than just the cost of filling 
up at the petrol station. Higher fuel 
prices have an effect on the broad-
er economy. Inversely, when fuel 
prices fall, it is cheaper to fill up 
the tank for both households and 
businesses and really eases costs 
on transportation-focused indus-
tries like trucking and buses  – but 
it also puts a damper on the domes-
tic fuel industry.”

Dr M’membe warned that high-
er fuel prices had a significant im-
pact on the economy.

“When fuel prices rise, it can be 
a drag on the economy, impacting 
everything from consumer spend-
ing to bus fares and hiring prac-

tices. Fuel is an important input 
for transportation, which directly 
impacts households as they drive, 
but also businesses that rely on lo-
gistics and transportation chains. 
If discretionary spending is ham-
pered by higher fuel costs, it can 
have knock-on effects throughout 
the broader economy.”

Dr M’membe said higher fuel 
prices also meant that shoppers 
would tend to drive less, including 
to places like shopping centres. 

“All retailers are further 
squeezed as they are forced to pass 
on the higher expenses associated 
with increased shipping costs to 
consumers. Anything that has to be 
transported could cost more as fuel 
prices rise. Likewise, many prod-
ucts that contain plastics or syn-
thetic materials are based in part 
on petroleum. Higher fuel prices 
mean higher prices for these mate-
rials too,” he said.

“Rising fuel prices will nega-
tively impact efforts at economic 
recovery in terms of hiring prac-
tices. Rising fuel prices will force 
some businesses to re-evaluate 
their hiring plans, holding off be-
cause they are uncertain about the 
economy’s health. Less discretion-
ary spending results in decreased 
sales, both of which can influence 
a company’s ability to hire.”

Dr M’membe added that many 
job candidates would have to 
weigh prospective positions 
against the costs associated with 
their commutes.

“Some workers who have been 
offered new jobs have been forced 
to turn down the position simply 
because the costs to get to and 
from work would eat up such a 
large percentage of the salary.

“There is an undeniable cor-
relation between consumer con-
fidence, spending habits, and fuel 
prices. Increases in fuel prices 
makes people feel more pessimis-
tic about the economy,” he said.

Socialist staff reporter

Copperbelt ‘could become a ghost 
province if we don’t take measures’ 
SOCIALIST Party Youth and 
Women’s League member 
Christine Mulenga says the 
Copperbelt could become a 
ghost province.

Commenting on the chang-
ing nature of industries in the 
province, Mulenga said there 
was a need to rethink employ-
ment opportunities.

“With the shift of mining 
activities to North-Western 
Province, the Copperbelt could 
soon turn into a ghost prov-
ince if appropriate measures 
are not taken soon,” she said.

“We need to consider invest-
ing in agro processing plants, 
agriculture and industrialisa-
tion in the province before it is 
too late.

“Even though we already 
have some other industries 
operating in the Copperbelt, 
we need to remember that 
the mines are still the main 
economic drivers and employ-
ers, and therefore we need 
investments that have equal 
economic value with them.

“Not only is mining shifting 
to North-Western Province, but 
also some Copperbelt mines 
are slowly becoming depleted, 
as in the case of Chibuluma.”

Mulenga said the Black 
Mountain slag dump in Kitwe 
was an example of the shift in 
Copperbelt activity.

“The Black Mountain is a 
great idea for youths, and it 
is helping them make a liv-

ing, but the Black Mountain 
situation is an indication of 
how the Copperbelt is slowly 
but surely losing its mining 
status,” she said.

“The fact that we have 
youths fighting over slag 
dumps rather than finding 
jobs on new mining sites is 
worrying. What happens to all 
the Black Mountain scaven-
gers when the dump site is 
exhausted and no other forms 
of investment have been made 
to provide jobs in its place? 

“Can the Black Mountain 
cooperatives sustain the eco-
nomic and employment needs 
of the Copperbelt?

“As the Socialist Party 
Manifesto says: ‘In order 
to derive benefits from an 
economy, people must be 
able to participate in it, and 
for most people, the primary 
means of economic participa-
tion is through work. Where 
there is high unemployment 
we have an indication of an 
unjust economy’.”

Christine Mulenga
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ZAMBIA-US SECURITY CONTROVERSY

security cooperation. The Minister 
of Defence goes a step further – 
threatening those issuing alarming 
statements! 

However, what is lost in all this 
controversy is why AFRICOM is 
widely rejected among the African 
masses. What is its mission? What 
is its history? 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is im-
portant to understand these facts in 
order to give context to the current 
anxieties in the country. Threats 
and arrogantly formulated press 
statements are not helpful.

Here is a short history.  On 15 
October, 2003, Nile Gardiner and 
James Carafano of the Heritage 
Foundation in the US published 
a white paper called US Military 
Assistance for Africa: A Better 
Solution. They argued that the US 
government should create a US 
Africa Command that would in-
tervene in Africa “when vital [US] 
national interests are threatened” in 
the same tradition as was done in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
with the establishment of the US 
Southern Command in 1963. This 
became a reality in 2007. President 
Bush announced on February 6, 
2007 the establishment of a Unified 
Command for US military forces in 
Africa, known as AFRICOM. 

African nations have repeatedly 
declared their opposition to the 
hosting of US bases on the Afri-
can continent and the militarisation 
of their relations with the United 
States. It was apparent that AFRI-
COM was going to pursue narrowly 
defined US interests at the expense 
of both the sovereignty and welfare 
of the African nations. 

At that time, two African coun-
tries, Botswana and Liberia, indi-
cated that they would be pleased 
to house the headquarters of AF-
RICOM. However, South Africa 
voiced opposition to AFRICOM’s 
move to the continent. Through AU 
intervention, both Botswana and 
Liberia backed off.

Regional organisations have 
been most vocal in their critique of 
AFRICOM. The Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
was the first to issue a clear mes-
sage of dissent against the Bush ini-
tiative. On August 29, 2007, SADC 
announced its position, “that it is 
better if the United States were in-
volved with Africa from a distance 
rather than be present on the conti-
nent”. The SADC Defence and Se-
curity Ministers further stated “that 
sister countries of the region should 
not agree to host AFRICOM and in 
particular, armed forces, since this 
would have a negative effect. That 
recommendation was presented 
to the Heads of State and this is a 
SADC position”. President Levy 
Mwanawasa reaffirmed Zambia’s 

stance on October 2, 2007, when he 
stated “none of us is interested” in 
hosting the command.

Other key regional organisations 
made up of nations across Africa 
declared their condemnation of AF-
RICOM and its implications for 
US-African relations. The 25-mem-
ber Northern African Community 
of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-
SAD) backed SADC’s position 
on the establishment of US bases 
and stated that CEN-SAD “flatly 
refuses the installation of any mili-
tary command or any foreign armed 
presence of whatever country on 
any part of Africa, whatever the 
reasons and justifications”.

The Arab Magreb Union also 
voiced strong opposition to the 
placement of US bases anywhere 
on the continent. The Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) stated resolutely its 
opposition to American bases in 
the region. At the forefront of this 
effort stood Nigeria, whose leader-
ship unequivocally denounced the 
possibility of American troops be-
ing based in West Africa

.
Proliferate

The mood to prevent AFRI-
COM’s headquarters from being 
based on the continent remains 
strong and is widespread among the 
African people. As a result of all 
this dissent, AFRICOM is currently 
still based in Stuttgart, Germany. 

Despite the rejection of AFRI-
COM among the African masses, 
the US has found various ways of 
getting AFRICOM to operate on 
the continent:

(i) US military bases have con-
tinued to proliferate after 2007. In 
the aftermath of the NATO war 
on Libya, the Sahel region experi-
enced a number of conflicts, many 
of them driven by the emergence 
of forms of militancy, piracy, and 
smuggling. Using the pretext of 
these conflicts, and inflamed by 
NATO’s war, France and the United 

States intervened militarily across 
the Sahel.

In 2014, France set up the G-5 
Sahel, a military arrangement that 
included Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania, and Niger, and expand-
ed or opened new military bases 
in Gao, Mali; N’Djamena, Chad; 
Niamey, Niger; and Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso. The United States, 
for its part, built an enormous drone 
base in Agadez, Niger, from which 
it conducts drone strikes and aerial 
surveillance across the Sahel and 
the Sahara Desert. This is one of 
the many US bases on the African 
continent. The United States has 
29 known military facilities in 15 
countries on the continent, while 
France has bases in ten countries. 
No other country from outside the 
continent has as many military bas-
es in Africa.

The increasing number of for-
eign military bases on the African 
continent alarmed the Peace and 
Security Council of the AU, which 
raised this as an important issue in 
its May 2016 meeting: “Council 
noted with deep concern the exis-
tence of foreign military bases and 
establishment of new ones in some 
African countries, coupled with the 
inability of the member states con-
cerned to effectively monitor the 
movement of weapons to and from 
these foreign military bases. In this 
regard, council stressed the need 
for member states to be always cir-
cumspect whenever they enter into 
agreements that would lead to the 
establishment of foreign military 
bases in their countries.”

(ii) AFRICOM has found itself 
into the AU with an attaché to the 
Peace and Security Council and 
staff in the AU Conflict Preven-
tion and Early Warning Division, 
as well as the Peace Support Op-
erations Division. With the entry of 
AFRICOM into the AU in the name 
of “interoperability” to link US mil-
itary forces with AU peacekeepers, 
the US has begun to shape the AU’s 
security framework more directly.

(iii) The inability of some Afri-
can militaries to fight dissidents is 
providing a chance for AFRICOM. 
On 27 April, 2021, Nigerian Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari asked the 
US to relocate AFRICOM head-
quarters from Stuttgart, Germany, 
to the African continent in order 
to help fight insurgencies. Grow-
ing pressure from Islamic and other 
dissidents and increased instabil-
ity in Nigeria was the contributing 
factor to President Buhari’s appeal, 
though he fell short of suggesting 
Nigeria as host for AFRICOM. 
Nigeria’s position is a major shift 
from its initial stand, which, a de-
cade ago, was against the presence 
of AFRICOM in Africa. 

(iv) Various security coopera-
tion agreements have led to serious 
surrenders of national sovereignty 
that have occurred through military 
exchange and so-called security co-
operation. The example of Ghana is 
quite telling.

In 2018, the US Department of 
Defence proposed that the US and 
Ghana agree to a Status of Forces 
Agreement (SOFA), a US$20 mil-
lion deal that would allow the US 
military to expand its presence in 
Ghana. In March 2021, widespread 
unhappiness of this agreement 
swept large sections of the popula-
tion into the streets; opposition par-

ties, worried about the possibility 
that the US would build a military 
base in the country, raised their 
objections in parliament. By April, 
Ghana’s President Nana Akufo-
Addo said that his government had 
“not offered a military base, and 
will not offer a military base to the 
United States of America”. The 
US Embassy in Accra repeated the 
statement, saying that the “United 
States has not requested, nor does it 
plan to establish, a military base or 
bases in Ghana”. The SOFA agree-
ment was signed in May 2018.

It does not require a close read-
ing of the agreement’s text to 
know that there is in fact the pos-
sibility that the US could build a 
base in the country. Article 5, for 
instance, states, “Ghana hereby 
provides unimpeded access to and 
use of agreed facilities and areas to 
United States forces, United States 
contractors, and others as mutually 
agreed. Such agreed facilities and 
areas, or portions thereof, provid-
ed by Ghana shall be designated as 
either for exclusive use by United 
States forces or to be jointly used 
by United States forces and Gha-
na. Ghana shall also provide ac-
cess to and use of a runway that 
meets the requirements of United 
States forces.”

Surrender
Through this article, the US is 

permitted to create its own military 
facilities in Ghana. By any defini-
tion, this means that it can set up 
a base. The surrender of Ghana’s 
sovereignty also comes to light 
where the SOFA agreement states 
(Article 6) that the US would “be 
afforded priority in access to and 
use of agreed facilities and areas”, 
and that said use and access by oth-
ers “may be authorised with the 
express consent of both Ghana and 
United States forces”. Furthermore, 
Article 3 says that US troops “may 
possess and carry arms in Ghana 
while on official duty”, and that the 

AFRICOM office unacceptable, dangerous

US troops shall be accorded “the 
privileges, exemptions, and immu-
nities equivalent to those accorded 
to the administrative and techni-
cal staff of a diplomatic mission”. 
In other words, the US troops can 
be armed and, if they are accused 
of a crime, they will not be tried in 
Ghana’s courts.

In March 2018, Ghana’s Minis-
ter of Defence, Dominic Nitiwul, 
was challenged on a radio station 
by Kwesi Pratt of the Socialist Fo-
rum Ghana (SFG). Nitiwul said that 
there was nothing peculiar about 
this agreement, since other Afri-
can countries – like Senegal – had 
signed such agreements. Ghana, 
said Nitiwul, had signed similar 
agreements with the US in 1998 
and 2007, but these were done in 
secret because there was no tax 
waiver. Pratt warned that Ghana 
would be “surrendering sovereign-
ty” in entering into this agreement.

The general sentiment in the 
country was opposed to the base, 
which is why both the Ghanaian 
government and the US denied that 
a base would be built. Pratt was 
right. The US presence at Kotoka 
International Airport in Accra be-
came the heart of the US military’s 
West Africa Logistics Network. By 
2018, weekly flights from Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany landed in Ac-
cra with supplies (including arms 
and ammunition) for the at least 
1,800 US Special Forces troops 
spread out across West Africa. 
Brigadier General Leonard Kosin-
ski said in 2019 that this weekly 
flight was “basically a bus route”. 
At Kotoka airport, the US main-
tains a Cooperative Security Loca-
tion. This is a base in all but name.

Reasons for rejecting the new of-
fice for security cooperation

1. The US has provided direct 
and indirect military support to 
Zambia for a long time now using 
the existing embassy facilities and 
defence attaché. There has been no 
felt need for a new office within the 
embassy.

The mood to
prevent 

AFRICOM’s HQ 
from being based 
on the continent 
remains strong and 
is widespread among 
the African people. 
As a result of all this 
dissent, AFRICOM is 
currently still based 
in Stuttgart, Germany

‘
LEFT: Some of AFRICOM’s known permanent and semi-permanent military bases on the African continent in 2019. ABOVE: Protesters take part in a demonstration organised by Ghana First Patriotic Front, in Accra in 2018, against a Ghana-US defence cooperation agreement. RIGHT: AFRICOM naval forces carry out Operation Obangame 2021, an exercise in the Gulf of Guinea and the Atlantic
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The Socialist Party warns 
that any move to team 
up with AFRICOM in 
Zambia would go against 
the views of SADC and 
other regional organisa-
tions, most of which have 
resisted requests for US 
bases to be permitted on 
African soil – a resolve 
that AFRICOM is trying 
very hard to get around
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AFRICOM office unacceptable, dangerous

The setting up of the new office 
escalates the role of AFRICOM in 
Zambia. Such a development has 
implications for the SADC defence 
initiatives and raises anxieties in 
the region.

2. There is a real danger of the 
country’s military doctrine being 
hijacked through this form of se-
curity cooperation. Zambia’s mili-
tary doctrine was for a long time a 
product of the country’s post-inde-
pendence insights gained through 
international exposure (primarily 
from the UK, Yugoslavia, Russia, 
China, India, Pakistan, Tanzania 
and several other countries) as well 
as the threats that were posed by 
colonial fascist regimes supported 
by Europe and the US. Today’s 
doctrine has to build on this past  – 
but with a clear understanding of 
the country’s changed geopolitical 
situation. It will be extremely dan-
gerous and fatal to turn the Zambia 
military into some extended arm of 
the American military.

and Supply Chain Resiliency of 
the United States (September 2018) 
from the Interagency Task Force 
in Fulfilment of Executive Order 
13806. 

In this sense, the US military – 
alongside its NATO partners – op-
erates as the gendarme, not for the 
world community, but for the ben-
eficiaries of capitalism. Alongside 
the US is France, whose military 
presence in Niger is closely linked 
to the imperatives of the French 
energy sector, which requires the 
uranium mined in Arlit (Niger). 
One-in-three French light bulbs are 
powered by the uranium from this 
town in Niger, which is garrisoned 
by French troops.

4. The New Cold War. As Chi-
nese private and public commercial 
interests have increased on the Afri-
can continent, and as Chinese firms 
have consistently outbid Western 
firms, US pressure to contain China 
on the continent has increased. The 
US government’s New Africa Strat-

egy (2019) characterised the situa-
tion in competitive terms: “Great 
power competitors, namely China 
and Russia, are rapidly expanding 
their financial and political influ-
ence across Africa. They are delib-
erately and aggressively targeting 
their investments in the region to 
gain a competitive advantage over 
the United States.”

The European Union followed 
with a report called Towards a 
Comprehensive Strategy with Af-
rica (2020), which, while it did not 
directly mention China, worried 
about “competition for natural re-
sources”.

Autonomous
Under this New Cold War, the 

Zambian military must protect the 
country’s economic interests and 
those of our motherland – Africa. 
More autonomous security cooper-
ation arrangements are – within to-
day’s context of a multipolar world 
– needed more than ever before.

5. Zambians need to have a say 
over this increasing military co-
operation with any NATO country 
and Israel. The NATO countries en-
slaved, colonised and exploited our 
continent for centuries. They sup-
ported the most reactionary forces in 
Africa, including the racist apartheid 
regime. They systematically killed 
progressive African leaders who 
stood for African dignity and against 
the underdevelopment of the conti-
nent. This is a tragic history that can-
not be glossed over quickly.

What type of values are therefore 
our military learning from AFRI-
COM? The recent military coups in 
West Africa are associated to for-
mer AFRICOM military trainees, 
what exactly is going wrong and 
what lessons can Zambians draw 
from this development?

As long as we don’t have con-
vincing answers to these questions, 
further security cooperation with 
AFRICOM is unacceptable and 
dangerous in the long run.

3. The US military operates not 
only to provide an advantage to the 
United States and its ruling elites, 
but it functions – along with the 
armies of the other NATO nations, 
including France – as the guarantor 
of Western corporate interests and 
the principles of capitalism.

Nkrumah came to the same con-
clusion in 1965, stating that “Af-
rica’s raw materials are an impor-
tant consideration in the military 
build-up of the NATO countries . . . 
Their industries, especially the stra-
tegic and nuclear factories, depend 
largely upon the primary materials 
that come from the less-developed 
countries”.

Responsibility

Reports from the US military 
routinely sketch out the responsi-
bility of its range of armed forces 
to ensure a steady stream of raw 
materials for corporations – es-
pecially energy – and to maintain 

unimpeded movement of goods 
through shipping channels. Such 
reports include National Energy 
Policy (May 2001) from the Na-
tional Energy Policy Development 
Group, led by former Vice-Presi-
dent Dick Cheney, and Assessing 
and Strengthening the Manufactur-
ing and Defence Industrial Base 

The US military
operates not 

only to provide an 
advantage to the 
US and its ruling 
elites, but it func-
tions – along with 
the armies of the 
other NATO nations 
– as the guarantor of 
Western corporate 
interests, capitalism

‘
LEFT: Some of AFRICOM’s known permanent and semi-permanent military bases on the African continent in 2019. ABOVE: Protesters take part in a demonstration organised by Ghana First Patriotic Front, in Accra in 2018, against a Ghana-US defence cooperation agreement. RIGHT: AFRICOM naval forces carry out Operation Obangame 2021, an exercise in the Gulf of Guinea and the Atlantic

Masarira: US planning to control Africa and its resources
THE CURRENT government of Zambia led by 
President Hakainde Hichilema is a security threat 
to SADC and Zimbabwe’s territorial integrity, says 
Linda Tsungirirai Masarira, President of the Labour 
Economists and Afrikan Democrats Party (LEAD).

Masarira, who is planning to stand for Zimba-
bwe’s presidency is 2028, says the country “must 
be wary of US manoeuvres in Zambia as they pose 
a great threat to national and regional security as 
well as sovereignty of all SADC states”.

“I call upon all the Zambian people to resist such 
betrayal before America turns the rest of Africa into 
the current state of Libya,” she said.

“As the President of Labour Economists and 
Afrikan Democrats, I vehemently condemn the 
US-Africa Command Office of Security Cooperation 
in Zambia as it is a direct threat to Zimbabwe’s ter-
ritorial integrity. The US is fighting to democratise 
Africa to control Africa and its resources.

“They are fully aware that leaders without a mili-
tary background are gullible and easy to manipu-
late. The US is clandestinely invading Africa in the 
new scramble for an Africa agenda,” she said.

Masarira described the US moves as “the imperi-
alism of Africa” and said “it has been coming ever 

since Hichilema took over the reigns in Zambia”. 
“This move is posing a security threat to the Afri-
can continent, and it is going to cause instability 
in Southern Africa through inviting the American 
enemies to attack Southern Africa.

“America has numerous enemies, and having 
military offices in Zambia attracts Islamic terrorist 
attacks, creating a launchpad for the US to carry 
out regime change invasion on countries that are 
not agreeing with its foreign policy. Zimbabwe is 
number one target because of its stance on land 
and black economic empowerment.

“This move was first resisted by Thabo Mbeki 
in 2006 when they wanted to establish a similar 
office in Botswana. It is appalling that Hichilema is 
naive and has no understanding of the history and 
geopolitical context of Africa and the complexities 
of decolonisation. He is selling out the struggles of 
the founding fathers of Zambia, Kenneth Kaunda, 
and the frontline states’ principles.

“Zambia suffered brutal attacks from the colonial 
Smith regime which unleashed brutal force at 
Freedom Camp and Mukushi, killing hundreds 
of Zimbabwean liberation war fighters that were 
housed by Zambia. In all honesty, Kenneth Kaunda 

should be turning in his grave to see this happen-
ing now. What Hichilema is doing is a betrayal of 
fellow African countries and is creating a room for 
proxy wars that ravaged middle North Africa and 
Middle East countries like Libya and Syria.

“The SADC troika and SADC heads of state must 
educate him about the risks that he is dragging 

Zambia into by allowing himself to be the Zelensky 
of Southern Africa. The government of Zimbabwe 
should put more effort into uniting the people of 
Zimbabwe and boosting the morale of the security 
sector.

“President Mnangagwa should play an active 
role in uniting SADC states against the impending 
recolonisation of Africa, which is being launched in 
Zambia. History has a way of repeating itself.

“Zambia was used as a benchmark of the libera-
tion of all SADC states and the neocolonialists’ 
agenda of the new scramble for Africa has strategi-
cally planned a recolonisation agenda of Africa 
starting with Zambia.

“This is a real cause of concern to all SADC 
states which must not be taken lightly. In conclu-
sion, Yes, President Mnangagwa in his capacity 
as Head of State should engage his counterpart in 
Zambia, President Hichilema, and counsel him on 
the historical context and the implications of an 
AFRICOM presence in the SADC region.

“Fellow liberation movements in the SADC 
region should engage each other and find a way of 
dealing with this impending threat of neocolonial-
ism and regional security.”

Linda Tsungirirai Masarira



GLOBAL VIEW 

8  Socialist Monthly, May 2022

CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is grow-
ing, yet most news and 
analysis outside the country 
is produced by mainstream 
media from the global north. 
To provide access to Chinese 
perspectives, the Dongsheng 
Collective – researchers from 
various countries – offers a 
China digest of news. This is 
an edited selection.

Island’s security pact
THE SOLOMON Islands have 
signed a security deal with China.  
The US and Australia accused Chi-
na of trying to establish a military 
base in the South Pacific country, 
but its Prime Minister defended the 
pact as a domestic security measure. 
Last year, homes and businesses in 
the country’s Chinatown were de-
stroyed in violent protests.

South China Morning Post

Pakistan bomb attack
A SUICIDE terrorist bombing at 
Karachi University’s Confucius 
Institute in Pakistan has killed 
three Chinese professors and a lo-
cal driver. Separatist group Baloch 
Liberation Army from Baluchistan 
province claimed responsibility for 
the attack, the country’s fifth against 
Chinese people since 2017.

Global Times

Youth league report
THE GOVERNMET has published 
its first official document on youth 
for the centenary of the founding 
of the Communist Youth League. 
The report highlights the contribu-
tions of youth in campaigns against 
COVID-19 and poverty, and their 
confidence in the national project 
and socialism, having grown up 
during period of economic boom 
and social stability; the league has 
84 million members.

Global Times

Private pension plan
CHINA’S State Council has an-
nounced its first-ever private pen-
sion scheme that will allow vol-
untary deposits and investments 
in stable financial products. The 
national pension fund expected to 
run into US$90.18 billion deficit in 
2028 due to a shrinking workforce 
and aging population; people over 
65 have increased from 9.1 to 14.2 
percent (2011-21) of the population.

Caixin Global

Nuclear plants agreed
CHINA has cleared six new nuclear 
reactors (about US$18.2 billion) ex-
pected to add up to 7.2 GW of pow-
er generation capacity. The coun-
try plans to increase total nuclear 
power capacity from 50 to 70 GW 
by 2025, with its 53 reactors hav-
ing generated 407.1 billion kW/h 
(5.02% of total energy) in 2021.

Caixin Global

Spirit of May Fourth
THE ANNUAL national Youth Day 
has commemorated the May Fourth 
Movement, an anti-imperialist up-
rising led by Beijing students in 
1919. Outraged by the colonial 
concessions after WWI by China’s 
republican government, young 
intellectuals sought new ideas to 
awaken a national consciousness 
and transform the country.

Sixth Tone

Women in the frame
CHINESE women film directors 
have created box office hits on top-
ics that include rural development, 
wars, social issues, and women’s 
rights. More than 50 notable di-
rectors have emerged since 1978, 
alongside a boom in film education 
and production. Jia Ling became 
the world’s highest-grossing female 
director with Hi, Mom (2021).

Sixth Tone

China’s ambitions ‘the US’s
greatest policy challenge’

AMID the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, Frank Kendall, Unit-
ed States Secretary of the Air 
Force, highlighted the US for-
eign policy behind its military 
deployment, at the Air Force 
Association’s Annual Air 
Warfare Symposium.

“Russia and other threats will 
not be discounted,” he said. 
“But China, with both regional 
and global ambitions, and the 
resources to pursue them, will 
be our greatest national security 
challenge.”

On March 2, Senators John 
Kennedy, Rick Scott, and Kevin 
Cramer, introduced the “Deterring 
Communist Chinese Aggression 
Against Taiwan Through Financial 
Sanctions Act”.

Kennedy said, “Now, more than 
ever, we must make it clear to the 
Chinese Communist Party that 
armed aggression towards Taiwan 
would deal a devastating blow to 
China’s economy. We can’t let 
China seize the moment to attack 
one of America’s key partners in 
the Pacific.”

US foreign policy seems to be 
directed toward the economic, 
political, and possibly military 
subjugation of China. The US 
has been trying to create conflict 
in the Western Pacific. On March 
11, President Joe Biden signed a 
spending bill into law, stipulat-
ing that none of the funds made 
available should be used to create, 
procure, or display any map that 
“inaccurately depicts” the territory 
of Taiwan, which is a violation of 
the Joint Communiqués of the two 
countries. The US has made China 
its target. 

Powerhouse
While the China containment 

strategy is not new, having been 
articulated during the Cold War, 
and finely tuned in the 1990s, 
since 2000, the intensity and speed 
with which the US is planning its 
implementation have greatly ac-
celerated. The reason is obvious: 
China is becoming an economic 
powerhouse.

Up until 2001, 80 per cent of 
the world traded more with the US 
than China. However, today 128 
out of 190 countries (two-thirds) 
trade more with China than the US, 
with 90 countries trading twice as 
much with China as the US. The 
majority of the South American 
continent, nearly the entire African 
continent, with few exceptions all 
of the Indo-Pacific, and “Eurasia” 
have stronger economic ties with 
China than with the US. China has 
been the only major economy able 

to maintain strong growth since the 
outbreak of the pandemic.

Despite the wildly expansive 
growth of US stock markets, and 
the obscene profits made by fi-
nancial and technology compa-
nies, the real economy has been 
shrinking for decades in the west-
ern world. International trade is 
based on creating real products of 
value; clothes, food, paper towels, 
diapers, furniture, cars, computers, 
smart phones, televisions, as well 
as the machines that make these 
things. The US has dramatically 
reduced investment in infrastruc-
ture, factories, or machinery for 
more than 50 years.

In the last two decades, the US’s 
GDP growth has been declining to 
around 2 per cent, with monopoli-
sation, stagnation, and financiali-
sation operating as simultaneous 
and mutually reinforcing trends.

Germany recently closed its last 
steel plant in the state of Bavaria. 
Without producing steel, how can 
you manufacture the machines that 
make machines? And without ma-
chines, how can you revitalise the 
real economy?

Having made the one-way stra-
tegic decision to use China and the 
other developing countries to man-
ufacture real economy products, 
the US and its western allies have 
decimated their ability to return 

to the days of heavy or advanced 
industrial production. The US at-
tempts to decouple from China and 
reshore manufacturing, has made 
little progress. It is now trying a 
previous favourite “near-shoring”, 
by trying to move some factories to 
Mexico, but the trade deficit with 
China continues to grow year after 
year. Their financialisation of capi-
talism has not created lasting value 
upon which societies can grow and 
prosper. While they have turned 
data into the highest-priced com-
modity on the international market, 
data doesn’t feed, clothe, or house 
the billions of people around the 
world. Thus, is the development 
of imperialism. It has created its 
own grave. That, however, doesn’t 
mean it is any less aggressive.

Orientation
Unlike the US, China upholds 

a foreign policy based on mutual 
respect, mutual non-aggression, 
equality, mutual benefit, and 
peaceful coexistence with coun-
tries. This orientation is reflected 
in China’s approach to investing in 
the Global South. Refinitiv, the fi-
nancial data firm, is tracking US$4 
trillion worth of Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) and Chinese involve-
ment project of which US$3.3 tril-
lion are active projects.

Global South economies are be-
ing supported to develop an inde-
pendent economic system instead 
of relying on western loans, the 
very tool that the US uses to con-
trol them. Under the decades-long 
guise of international develop-
ment, the West has squeezed life 
and limb from the Global South 
by imposing debts multiple times 
their GDP. However, these strate-
gies have been challenged by Chi-
na through its BRI investment in 
infrastructure and the development 
of productive forces, bringing 
technology, education, and train-
ing for new industrial and agricul-
tural methodologies. Despite West-
ern propaganda about China’s new 
debt trap for the Global South, the 
fact is that these countries are re-
ceiving fair and reasonable devel-
opment loans and trade prices from 
China, while the US is the parasite 
feasting on the South’s “debt”.

The ferocious hostility against 
China among the US and its allies 
is ultimately because China repre-
sents an opposite and contradicto-
ry pole to imperialism. China has 
developed socialism with its own 
characteristics: it has lifted 800 
million people out of absolute pov-
erty, provided economic and politi-
cal equality for ethnic minorities, 
offered healthcare and education 
nationwide, and established a fair 

America’s 
doomsday
GDP clock  
ticks down
to 2028

Up until 2001, 80 per cent of the world traded more with the US than China. But today 128 out of 190 countries trade more with China

and just society; it is promoting 
common prosperity for all Chinese 
people in an ecologically and envi-
ronmentally safe manner.

After centuries of oppression by 
imperialism and neoliberalism, the 
Global South finds a feasible alter-
native from China, and this is not 
tolerable for the US.

The hybrid war that the US wag-
es against Russia and China can be 
overwhelming. Their reach into 
and control of social media is un-
paralleled. Their “soft power” has 
convinced the world that a nuclear 
disaster is at hand and that they are 
invincible.

This Western propaganda war-
fare is, however, defensive. Despite 
their ability to falsify and distort the 
facts, to shape public opinion into 
morbid despair, they cannot dispute 
the cornerstone of real power: the 
US is no longer the strongest eco-
nomic power in the world. Despite 
their well-funded media machina-
tions and their high-flying financial 
institutions, the real economy of 
China is powerful.

The US political elite have a 
new doomsday clock for them-
selves, with 2028 being the esti-
mated moment when China’s GDP 
surpasses US GDP in dollar terms. 
China is playing a very progressive 
role in the world and deserves the 
support of all.

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party President

THE US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
has overwhelmingly approved a new measure 
designed to impose sanctions on Ethiopia.

Known as the Ethiopia Peace and Stabi-
lization Act of 2022, the bill authorises the 
US government to suspend financial and 
security assistance to Ethiopia and to sanc-
tion individuals the United States decrees to 
be responsible for the ongoing conflict in the 
country. While it has not yet been signed into 
law, the legislation has already been met with 
condemnation by the global Ethiopian and 
Eritrean diasporas.

The bill is the latest in a series of acts by 
the US government intended to destabilise 
the Ethiopian government. It follows an initial 
round of sanctions in September last year, 
as well as Ethiopia’s suspension from the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act, which 
provides favorable terms for trade with the 
United States. Critics of the bill rightfully note 
that the act reflects the US government’s 

one-sided support for the Tigrayan People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) insurgency against 
the elected Ethiopian government.

Ignoring all relevant political and histori-
cal context, the corporate media in the West 
presents the conflict in Ethiopia as a case of 
an ethnic minority group being targeted in 
a genocidal war. But the TPLF held dictato-
rial power for nearly three decades, brutally 
crushing dissent while it monopolised control 
of key state institutions, including the mili-
tary. About six percent of Ethiopia’s popula-
tion is Tigrayan, and there are Tigrayans who 
oppose the politics of the TPLF.

Not long after the TPLF was outmaneu-
vered by current Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
in 2018, the TPLF launched an insurrection to 
regain its power. Abiy Ahmed’s government 
pursued a policy of ethnic unity within Ethio-
pia, and a foreign policy that prioritised peace 
and cooperation in the Horn of Africa region.  

The US government has been sympathetic 

to the insurrection due to its close relation-
ship with the TPLF regime when it was in 
power, and its desire to see the peoples of 
the region remain divided against each other. 
TPLF leader Meles Zenawi, for instance, 
spearheaded a US-backed invasion of Soma-
lia in 2006. In contrast, the current govern-
ment concluded an historic peace agreement 
in the first year of its term with Eritrea, Ethio-
pia’s neighbour to the north, and has moved 
to improve relations with Somalia.

The new bill’s provisions are yet another 
attempt to undermine the sitting government. 
The US government has no sincere interest in 
protecting Ethiopian civilians. US imperialism 
is merely scrambling to regain its control and 
influence in a strategically important part of 
the world.

US intervention of any type has never 
improved the humanitarian situation in a 
targeted country.

Liberation

Move to destabilise Ethiopian government 
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We can live in a world of fear and
war or a world of creative peace 
Castro preferred ‘an army of white coats’ to weapons and intimidation 

WHILE the United States be-
gan its illegal war against Iraq 
in 2003, Cuba’s President Fi-
del Castro spoke in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.

“Our country does not drop 
bombs on other peoples,” he 
said, “Nor does it send thou-
sands of planes to bomb cities 
. . . our country’s tens of thou-
sands of scientists and doctors 
have been educated on the idea 
of saving lives.”

Cuba had an army, yes, but not 
an army for war. Castro called it “an 
army of white coats”. Most recent-
ly, Cuba’s Henry Reeve Brigade 
of medical practitioners have self-
lessly worked around the world to 
help stem the tide of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Castro reminds us that there are 
two ways to be alive in this world. 
We can live in a war-filled world 
awash with weapons and con-
founded by intimidation, a world 
that continuously prepares for com-
bat. Or, we can live in a world of 
teachers and doctors, scientists and 
social workers, storytellers and 
singers. We can put our confidence 
in people who help us create a bet-
ter world than the one we live in 
today, this wretched world of war 
and profit, where ugliness threatens 
to overwhelm us.

The surface of our skin beats 
with the fear that a new iron curtain 
will descend, that there is pressure 
to box in China and Russia, to di-
vide the world into camps. But that 
is impossible, because we live in a 
knot of contradictions and not in a 
clean cut world of certainties.

Even close allies of the US, such 
as Australia, Germany, Japan, and 
India, cannot break their economic 
and political ties with Russia and 
China. Doing so would plunge 
them into a recession, bringing the 
kind of economic chaos that war 
and sanctions have already brought 
to Honduras, Pakistan, Peru, and 
Sri Lanka. In those countries – al-
ready battered by the International 
Monetary Fund, by the greed of 
the elites and by foreign embassies 
– rising fuel prices have trans-
formed an economic crisis into a 
political crisis.

Suffocated
Wars either end with the destruc-

tion of a country’s political institu-
tions and its social capacity or they 
end with ceasefires and negotia-
tions. The North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganisation’s (NATO) war on Libya 
in 2011 ended with the country 
stumbling along with the smell of 
cordite in the air and a broken social 
order. The fate of Libya should not 
be repeated anywhere, certainly not 
in Ukraine. Yet it is a fate ordained 
for the people of Afghanistan, So-
malia, and Yemen, who have been 
suffocated by wars egged on by the 
West – wars armed by the West and 
profitable for the West.

When contemporary Russia 
emerged from the fall of the USSR, 
Boris Yeltsin led a coup against the 
Russian parliament, tanks blazing. 
Those currently in power in Rus-
sia operate in light of these violent 

beginnings and the experiences of 
other war-stricken nations. They 
will not allow themselves to suffer 
the fate of Libya or Yemen or Af-
ghanistan.

Negotiations between Russia and 
Ukraine are ongoing in Belarus’s 
Homyel Voblasts (or Gomel Re-
gion), but trust must be strength-
ened before a ceasefire can become 
a real possibility. Any ceasefire 
should not apply only to the war in-
side Ukraine – which is imperative 
– but should also include halting the 
broader US-imposed pressure cam-
paign on all of Eurasia.

What is that pressure campaign 
and why bother talking about it 
now? Shouldn’t we only say Rus-
sia out of Ukraine? Such a slogan, 
while correct, does not address the 
deeper problems that provoked this 
war in the first place.

When the USSR collapsed, 
Western countries wielded their 
resources and power through Bo-
ris Yeltsin (1991–1999) and then 
Vladimir Putin (from 1999). First, 
the West impoverished the Russian 
people by destroying the country’s 
social net and allowing elite Rus-
sians to devour the country’s social 
wealth. Then, they drew the new 
Russian billionaires into investing 
in Western-driven globalisation 
(including English football teams). 
The West backed Yeltsin’s bloody 
war in Chechnya (1994–1996) 
and then Putin’s war in Chechnya 
(1999–2000). Former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair (1997–2007) 
signed allowances for Russia to buy 
British weapons till his arm hurt, 
and welcomed Putin to London in 
2000, saying, “I want Russia and 
the West to work together to pro-
mote stability and peace.”

In 2001, former US President 
George W. Bush described look-
ing into Putin’s eyes and seeing his 
soul, calling him “straightforward 
and trustworthy”. In the same 
year, The New York Times’ Thom-

as Friedman encouraged readers to 
“keep rootin’ for Putin”. It was the 
West that helped the Russian bil-
lionaire class capture the state and 
ride astride Russian society.

Once the Russian government 
decided that integration with Eu-
rope and the US was not possible, 
the West began to portray Putin as 
diabolical. This movie keeps re-
playing. Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
was a great hero of the US and 
then its villain, the same with for-
mer military leader Manuel Anto-
nio Noriega of Panama. Now the 
stakes are unforgivably higher, the 
dangers greater.

Beneath the surface of the cur-
rent moment lies dynamics that we 
foregrounded in our tenth newslet-
ter of this year. The US unilaterally 
damaged the international arms 
control architecture, withdrawing 
from the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty (2001) and the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty 

(2018) and thereby gutting the 
policy of deterrence. In December 
2018, the US pushed its allies 
to prevent, by a slim margin, the 
United Nations General Assembly 
from passing a resolution to defend 
the INF. Putin began to talk about 
the need for security guarantees, 
not from Ukraine or even from 

NATO, which is a puffed-up Tro-
jan Horse of Washington’s ambi-
tions. Russia needed security guar-
antees directly from the US.

Why? Because in 2018, the US 
government announced a shift 
in foreign policy that signalled 
it would increase its competition 
with China and Russia. NATO-led 
naval exercises near both countries 
also gave Russia cause for concern 
about its security. The US’s bel-
licosity is enshrined in its 2022 
National Defence Strategy, where 
it asserts that the United States 
is “prepared to prevail in con-
flict when necessary, prioritising 
[China’s] challenge in the Indo-
Pacific, then the Russian challenge 
in Europe”. The key phrase is 
that the US is prepared to prevail 
in conflict. The entire attitude of 
domination and of defeat is a ma-
cho attitude against humanity. The 
US-imposed pressure campaign 
around Eurasia must end.

We do not want a divided world. 
We want a realistic world, a world 
of humanity that deals adequately 
with the climate catastrophe. A 
world that wants to end hunger 
and illiteracy. A world that wants 
to lift us out of despair into hope. 
A world with more armies of white 
coats and instead of armies with 
guns.

At Tricontinental: Institute for 
Social Research, we amplify the 
lives and voices of people build-
ing a world of hope against fear, 
a world of love against hate. 
One such person is Nela Mar-
tínez Espinosa (1912–2004), 
the focus of the third study in 
our Women of Struggle, Women 
in Struggle series. Nela, as we call 
her, was a leading figure in the 
Communist Party of Ecuador and a 
builder of institutions that infused 
the masses with confidence. These 
organisations included anti-fascist 
fronts and women’s federations, 
support for the rights of indigenous 
Ecuadorians, and platforms 
defending the Cuban Revolution. 
In 1944, during the Glorious May 
Revolution, Nela briefly led the 
government. Throughout her life, 
she worked tirelessly to build the 
basis for a better world.

In 2000, as president of the 
Women’s Continental Front for 
Peace and against Intervention, 
Nela fought against the creation 
of a US military base in the city 
of Manta. “Colonisation returns,” 
Nela said. “How will we escape 
this colonisation? How can we 
justify ourselves in the face of our 
cowardice?”

That last question hangs over 
us. We do not want to live in a 
divided world. We must act to 
prevent the iron curtain from de-
scending. We must fight against 
our fear. We must fight for a world 
without walls.

Tricontinental

Left: Ever Fonseca (Cuba), Homenaje a la paz (Homage to Peace), 1970. Right: Sergey-Grinevich (Belarus), Tank, 2013. Below: Shakir-Hassan-al-Said (Iraq), The Victims, 1957

Vijay Prashad

We do not want
a divided world. 

We want a realistic 
world, a world of 
humanity that deals 
adequately with the 
climate catastrophe. 
A world that wants 
to end hunger and 
illiteracy. A world that 
wants to lift us out of 
despair into hope  

‘
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‘Gota’ has 
got to go: 
Sri Lanka’s
socialists
SEP calls for abolition of 
executive presidency
MILLIONS of working 
people have been on the 
streets throughout Sri Lanka 
demanding the immediate 
resignation of President Got-
abhaya Rajapakse and his 
capitalist government, which 
is directly responsible for the 
immense hardship they face.

Rajapakse has declared that 
he will not stand down or dis-
solve his government and has 
defiantly proclaimed that even 
if he loses his parliamentary ma-
jority, he will remain president 
and retain control of the military 
and police.

Sri Lanks’a Socialist Equality 
Party (SEP) says it stands squarely 
behind the demands of working 
people: “Gota has got to go! But 
what is to replace him? It is not 
enough to demand Rajapakse’s re-
moval. He is only the present-day 
ugly face of a corrupt and reaction-
ary presidential state system that is 
organised to secure the wealth and 
interests of the capitalist class and 
perpetuate the exploitation and im-
poverishment of the workers and 
peasants throughout the island.”

As a key step toward addressing 
the current political crisis, the SEP 
says it is demanding the immediate 
abolition of the executive presi-
dency, “which, with its sweeping 
autocratic powers, holds a gun to 
the heads of the working class”.

Desperate
“Ever since its establishment in 

1978 by J. R. Jayawardene, the ex-
ecutive presidency – with powers 
that enable whoever holds the of-
fice to arbitrarily impose the will of 
the capitalist elites – has been used 
ruthlessly to suppress the demo-
cratic and social rights of workers, 
the poor and the rural masses,” the 
SEP says.

“Recently, Rajapakse again ex-
ploited his presidential powers 
to proclaim a state of emergency, 
impose a curfew and put police, 
soldiers and armoured vehicles on 
the streets in a desperate bid to shut 
down the mass protests. He failed 
only because working people in 
their tens of thousands coura-
geously defied the threat.

“However, Rajapakse is biding 
his time. He can reimpose emer-
gency rule without warning and 
again mobilise the military. He 
can ban industrial action, proscribe 
organisations and political parties, 
censor the media and arbitrarily 
arrest and detain individuals. The 
presidency itself must be abol-
ished. Along with Gotabhaya, the 
executive presidency and the bar-
rage of anti-democratic laws in the 

hands of the government have got 
to go.

“The Socialist Equality Party 
demands the repeal of the Essen-
tial Public Services Act that has 
been used to criminalise strikes 
by public sector workers. It also 
demands the repeal of the Public 
Security Act and notorious Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act that gives 
police state powers to the security 
forces.”

The SEP says the purpose of 
these necessary democratic politi-
cal changes, which can be achieved 
only through determined struggle 
by the working class, the rural poor 
and youth, is to set into motion a 
fundamental restructuring of the 
economy along socialist lines.

“In opposition to the austerity 
programme of the government and 
opposition parties alike, the SEP is 
advancing a programme of action 
for the working class to mobilise 
its social power and impose its 
own solution to the immense so-
cial and economic crisis – one that 
puts human needs before investor 
profit.

“Capitalist governments ev-
erywhere have no answers but to 
impose further terrible burdens on 
working people. This is fuelling 
the class struggle in the Middle 
East, Africa, and Latin America, 
as well as in the major imperialist 
centres, including the US.

“Workers in Sri Lanka are not 
alone in their struggles. Workers 
can turn to their class allies inter-
nationally for mutual assistance, in 
the first instance to Indian workers 
who recently mounted a two-day 
general strike against the auster-
ity and privatisation agenda of the 
Modi government.

“What is to be done? The Sri 
Lankan capitalist class is com-
pletely incapable of addressing 
any of the pressing social needs of 
the workers and poor. No amount 
of pleading or pressure will cause 
them to change course when their 
profits and wealth are at stake.

“The working class can only 
fight for its needs if it establishes 
its own organisations, independent 
of all factions of the bourgeoi-
sie and the trade unions that have 
played such a treacherous role 
in suppressing the wave of mass 
strikes and protests over the past 
two years.”

The SEP says it is calling for the 
formation of action committees as 
a first step in the self-organisation 
of the working class, and is also 
calling on other workers to do like-
wise. It wants to establish indepen-
dent, democratically elected action 
committees in factories, work-
places, plantations and working 
class neighbourhoods throughout 
the country and says it is offering 

every political assistance in the 
building of fighting organisations 
of the working class.

The party says the working class 
should not tighten its belt to suit 
what capitalists can afford within 
their system of nation states and 
private property. Rather, it is rec-
ommending advancing its own 
class solution to the social and 
economic crisis.

The SEP proposes the following 
programme and policies to animate 
the work of the action committees 
to address the pressing needs of the 
masses:
l To facilitate workers’ demo-
cratic control over the production 
and distribution of all essential 
items and other resources critical 
for the lives of people : nationalise 
the banks, big corporations, plan-
tations and other major economic 
nerve centres.

Suffering
The capitalist class exploits its 

ownership of the means of produc-
tion and distribution to amass enor-
mous profits. The only way for the 
working class to provide for its es-
sential needs is to take them out of 
the hands of the capitalists and to 
make an inventory of the resources 
so that they can be used to end the 
current suffering and misery.
l Repudiate all foreign debts. No 
to the austerity demands of the 

IMF and World Bank that repre-
sent the international bankers and 
financial institutions.

The Rajapakse government 
blames its harsh austerity measures 
on the need to repay billions of 
dollars to the global bankers. The 
opposition parties agree. Instead of 
the US$US7 billion due this year 
flowing into the coffers of the in-
ternational banks, it should be used 
to pay for the food, fuel, medicines 
and other essential goods needed 
by working people.
l Seize the colossal wealth of the 
billionaires and corporations. Ac-
cording to World Inequality Data-
base, in 2021 the richest 10 percent 
of Sri Lankan society held a mas-
sive 63.8 percent of the island’s 
total wealth while the bottom 50 
percent had just 4.3 percent. This 
vast wealth which was created by 
the working class must be seized 
and distributed on the basis of so-
cial need.
l Cancel all debts of poor and 
marginal farmers and small busi-
ness holders and reinstate all sub-
sidies, including for fertiliser for 
farmers. By providing a way out of 
their crushing economic problems, 
the working class will become a 
pole of attraction for the oppressed 
rural masses and the operators of 
small businesses who are burdened 
by high debt, costly inputs and 
prices that do not meet their essen-
tial needs.

l Guarantee jobs for all with de-
cent and safe working conditions. 
Index wages to the cost of living. 
If the IMF and international bank-
ers have their way, there will be 
an avalanche of job destruction. 
Inflation has already run rampant 
and eaten away wages. Left in the 
hands of the trade unions, jobs, 
wages and conditions will be fur-
ther bargained away as has been 
the case for years.

The SEP says the fight for this 
programme provides a way for-
ward and will imbue the working 
class with confidence in its capaci-
ties, draw the rural masses to its 
side and, through the development 
of a network of Action Commit-
tees, provide the organisational 
foundations for the working class 
to take power and establish a work-
ers’ and peasants’ government to 
begin the socialist reorganisation 
of society. 

Struggle
“Workers fighting in Sri Lanka 

share a common trench with their 
class brothers and sisters and com-
mon class enemies. The rising tide 
of class struggle around the world 
gives Sri Lankan workers potential 
allies and bases of support in fac-
tories, workplaces and offices ev-
erywhere. This can be developed 
into an internationally coordinated 
struggle against the economic 

domination of global corporations, 
banks and finance houses to put an 
end to capitalism,” the SEP says.

“The Rajapakse regime, like its 
predecessors going back to formal 
independence in 1948, and its rac-
ist allies, will resort to communal 
provocations and the poison of 
Sinhala chauvinism in a desper-
ate effort to divide Sinhala, Tamil 
and Muslim workers along ethnic 
lines.

“However, all workers and the 
poor are facing the same desperate 
economic crisis. The rejection of 
all forms of nationalism and com-
munalism is essential in building 
the unity of the working class in 
Sri Lanka and internationally.

“A socialist revolution is needed 
in Sri Lanka and for that a revolu-
tionary leadership is essential. The 
entire history of the past century has 
demonstrated that without a revolu-
tionary party even the most militant 
and determined struggles of the 
working class are inevitably de-
feated, opening the door to counter-
revolution and savage repression.

“We urge workers and youths 
who agree with this programme 
to join the Socialist Equality Par-
ty and build it into the mass party 
of the working class.”

l This article is adapted from a 
statement issued by the Socialist 
Equality Party and reported on the 
wsws.org website

Part of a rally at Galla Face, Gogota, 
in April. Below: Teachers hold 
SEP placards during a picket at 
Homagama, a Colombo suburb 
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Hypocrisy on display at summit
as US backs reactionary regimes
It’s one rule 
for Russia 
and another
for strategic
partners
Reem Zubaidi

THE US government recent-
ly participated in a two-day 
summit normalising Israeli 
cooperation with four Arab 
states in what was hailed as 
an “historic” gathering.

Hosted by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid in the Negev 
Desert, part of occupied Pales-
tine, the meeting excluded any 
Palestinian representatives.

In addition to the Israeli foreign 
minister, the foreign ministers of 
Egypt, the UAE, Bahrain, Mo-
rocco, and US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken were present.

The meeting put Washington’s 
hypocrisy on full display. The US 
government claims outrage over 
human rights in the Ukraine, and 
calls Russian President Vladimir 
Putin a war criminal. Yet, here it 
quietly colluded against the people 
of the region with some of the 
most reactionary and repressive 
regimes in the world, including the 
Israeli regime repeatedly accused 
of war crimes.

The so-called watchdog of de-
mocracy and self-proclaimed de-
fender of global human rights has 
no problem supporting the apart-
heid Zionist regime in Palestine, 
or the Saudi genocide in Yemen.

US involvement in the summit 
is for geostrategic purposes and 
a drive for more control. Wash-
ington’s goals at the summit in-
cluded pushing the participants to 
increase their support for sanctions 
and other moves against Russia, 
and to beef up the military coop-
eration of the regimes as a protec-
tors of US interests in the area so 
the Pentagon could free-up more 
fighter jets and ships to aim them 
at Russia and China.

Covert
Those arch reactionaries at the 

summit framed themselves as 
“moderates” in the region, there to 
“form a front against the extrem-
ists”, according to Gil Haskel, a 
foreign ministry official from Is-
rael.

“This new architecture, the 
shared capabilities we are build-
ing, intimidates and deters our 
common enemies, first and fore-
most, Iran and its proxies,” said Is-
rael’s foreign minister Yair Lapid.

The truth is that the Negev Sum-
mit is a continuation of the 2020 
Abraham Accords where the UAE, 
Bahrain and Morocco made public 
their covert relations with Israel, 
and made it clear to progressives 
that the enemy of the Palestinian 
people is not only Zionism and im-
perialism, but also Arab reaction.

The summit hid its true inten-
tions by continuing a narrative 

that the region’s many struggles 
for liberation from pro-imperialist 
regimes are a single entity, “Iran’s 
proxies”. This false narrative is am-
plified by the establishment media.

That narrative does not tell us 
about the millions of people who 
are struggling as a result of the 
agreements made at these summits 
or how and why they are actively 
resisting imperialism and its client 
states. It demonises Iran as well, 
which has given support to many of 
these people’s struggles. This is a 
major reason why Iran was a major 
target of the summit.

Just days before the summit, 

yet another human rights expert, 
Michael Lynk, UN Special Rap-
porteur on Human Rights in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, de-
clared, “With the eyes of the inter-
national community wide open, Is-
rael has imposed upon Palestine an 
apartheid reality in a post-apartheid 
world.” The report called on Israel 
to “completely and uncondition-
ally” end the occupation.

Washington’s hypocrisy is on 
full display as it denounces the 
killing of civilians in Ukraine, but 
remains silent on the indiscriminate 
killings of Palestinians civilians by 
Israel and the attacks on civilians 

by the settlers it arms and protects. 
Since the start of the year, more 
than two dozen Palestinians have 
been killed.

“We live in a state of tension and 
preparedness for any new attack 
from the settlers, and we fear for 
our lives,” said Nisfat al-Khuffash, 
a Palestinian activist describing 
violent acts committed by Israeli 
settlers in his village.

The US continues to work with 
Egypt and Morocco, despite their 
practice of targeting journalists and 
human rights defenders, and Mo-
rocco’s continued occupation of the 
Western Sahara.

The lack of democracy does not 
matter in the UAE either, where 
political parties are banned, and 
opponents to the ruling family are 
persecuted. Nor in Bahrain, where 
the Shia majority are routinely per-
secuted.

Washington’s silence on Yemen 
speaks volumes. Already deemed 
by the UN to be the world’s great-
est humanitarian crisis, the situ-
ation in the country is poised 
to get even worse between June 
and December, with the number 
of people who will be unable to 
meet their minimum food needs in 
Yemen possibly reaching a record 

19 million people. All this is being 
done with US weapons and regular 
assistance from the Pentagon.

Yet, even under such difficult 
conditions, the resistance in Ye-
men continues. Recently, in an 
unprecedented move, Yemen took 
the fight to Saudi Arabia. It de-
stroyed an oil depot in Jeddah and 
other facilities in Riyadh. 

Their example shows that Wash-
ington and its proxies may plot 
against liberation struggles, but re-
pression alone cannot stamp them 
out, and the people will have the 
final word.

Liberation

Left: A Palestinian woman shouts at an Israeli soldier at the border. Right: Buthaina Muhammad Mansour, believed to be four or five, doesn’t yet know that her parents, five 
siblings and uncle were killed when an air strike flattened their home in Yemen’s capital

Agents of Pinochet regime jailed for brutality
NEARLY 36 years after their horrific 
crime, a Chilean Court has sentenced 
ten retired members of the army for 
dousing in petrol and setting alight 
19-year-old photographer Rodrigo Rojas 
and 18-year-old student Carmen Gloria 
Quintana, and leaving them to die.

The “Caso Quemados” (case of the 
burnt ones) occurred on July 2, 1986, in 
the working class commune of Estación 
Central in Santiago amidst ongoing 
demonstrations against depression-
level unemployment, mass poverty and 
bloody repression brutality meted out 
by the military dictatorship of General 
Augusto Pinochet.

After burning alive Rojas and Quin-
tana, the military patrol headed by 
Captain Pedro Fernández Dittus dumped 
the charred bodies in an irrigation ditch 
on the outskirts of Santiago, hoping the 
youths would die from their injuries.

Rodrigo Rojas suffered second and 
third degree burns to the head, neck, 
trunk and extremities, involving approxi-
mately 65 percent of his body surface, 
dying from his injuries four days later; 
Carmen Gloria suffered burns to 62 
percent of her body surface and had to 
undergo 50 operations over the course 
of months.

A cover-up was then organised lasting 
almost three decades. It included wit-
nesses being kidnapped, and threatened 
with being “disappeared”, while human 
rights lawyers and courageous justices 
were threatened with abduction and 
worse.

The case was reopened in 2013 by 
roving judge Mario Carroza, assigned to 
investigate human rights cases. Fresh 

evidence was brought to light in 2015 
when a former conscript broke a military 
pact of silence after 29 years, allowing 
Judge Carroza to sentence the patrol in 
2019.

Last March, the fourth chamber of the 
Court of Appeals increased the sentenc-
es against retired officers Julio Castañer, 
Iván Figueroa and Nelson Medina from 
ten to 20 years in prison for the aggra-
vated homicide of Rodrigo Rojas and the 
frustrated homicide of Carmen Quintana.

The justices increased the sentences 
against Leonardo Riquelme, Walter Lara, 
Juan González and Pedro Franco from 
three to ten years in prison for their role 
as accomplices, and sentenced Fran-
cisco Vásquez and René Muñoz to three 
years for their role as accessories.

Significantly, the justices also rejected 
the legal exception of res judicata (the 
case had already been adjudicated) ap-
plied to Fernández Dittus and sentenced 
him to 20 years imprisonment as “the 
author of the crimes of consummated 
homicide of Rodrigo Rojas de Negri and 
frustrated homicide of Carmen Gloria 
Quintana Arancibia”.

The emblematic case was originally 
sealed in 1994 – three years into civilian 
rule – after the Supreme Court upheld a 
1986 Military Court ruling that convicted 
Captain Fernández Dittus as the sole 
person responsible for unnecessary vio-
lence resulting in death and negligence 
for not rendering aid to the victims. He 
was sentenced to a mere 600 days in 
prison and served less than a year of 
that sentence.

In their 59-page ruling, the Appeals 
Court judges explained that res judicata 

did not apply in this instance because 
the “initial investigation was spurious 
or illegitimate because of the way it was 
conducted; that is, without a real inten-
tion to clarify the facts and responsibili-
ties in accordance with the historical 
truth . . . a character that is reflected 
in a series of circumstances that are 
noticeable from the first moments of the 
process”.

The ruling continues:
“This is corroborated by the fact that 

(the investigation) was evidently closed 
without being truly exhausted, proof 
of which is that in the current trial the 
investigation carried out has made it 
possible, despite the greater time that 
has elapsed, to have clarity as to how the 
events really occurred, i.e. not as a con-
sequence of a kick to a Molotov bomb 
by Mrs Carmen Gloria Quintana, which 
would have initially left both victims with 
slight injuries, but because the accused 
were soaked in fuel by state agents, 
then ignited, extinguished and finally 
abandoned to their fate with injuries so 

serious that they ended up costing the 
life of one of them; all in the context of 
systematic human rights violations.”

The judges explained that the original 
investigation disregarded official ex-
ternal reports implicating the army and 
gave “total credibility . . . to the testimo-
nies of the soldiers, several of whom 
affirmed in the present investigation 
to have lied on instructions from their 
hierarchical superiors”.

Defence lawyer Héctor Salazar, who 
has been involved in the case since 
1986, said that “justice is belated, but at 
least it is a step forward”.

“The whole journey has been very 
painful,” Veronica de Negri, Rodrigo’s 
mother, told the news site La Voz de los 
Que Sobran in an interview that aired on 
March 23. “The most painful thing is that 
these criminals are still in their homes 
as long as there is no ruling from the 
Supreme Court.”

De Negri made the important obser-
vation that her struggle “is not only 
about Rodrigo and Carmen, it is about 
all the victims of the dictatorship, of the 
Concertación, of Piñera. Human rights 
were not only violated under the military 
dictatorship.”

In the two-and-a-half years since the 
massive anti-capitalist 2019 demonstra-
tions rocked the country, more than 
8,000 mainly young people suffered 
some form of state violence, including 
sexual abuse and torture. In excess of 
500 suffered eye injuries, and more than 
50 died at the hands of Carabineros and 
the armed forces.

wsws.org

Carmen Gloria Quintana
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