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It’s a matter of
life and death
Literacy a key tool for keeping people safe and healthy
SOCIALIST Party President Fred 
M’membe says being able to read 
can make the difference between 
life and death.

He was speaking at a gradua-
tion ceremony in Lusaka for 200 
learners from the Fred M’membe 
Literacy and Agroecology Cam-
paign, coordinated by the Socialist 
Party and the Brazilian Internation-
alist Brigade of the MST Samora 
Machel.

“During health crises being 
able to read can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. We 
continue to see this now during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. With so 
much misinformation about the 
novel coronavirus, one of the 
best – and most cost-effective – 
responses we have is education, 
including educating our people on 
prevention, symptoms, and what 
to do if they need treatment,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“Posters, leaflets, and other ma-
terial about COVID-19 have been 
created and circulated across the 
width and breadth of our country, 
meaning that literacy is one of the 
key tools for keeping our people 
safe and healthy.”

FULL STORY – Pages 6/7

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe with first and second vice-presidents Cosmas Musheke Musumali and Chris Ngenda Mwikisa and Socialist Party Women’s League 
member Cynthia Kanongovere together with graduates at the Literacy and Agroecology Campaign graduation ceremony in Lusaka 
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Socialist Party has a ‘three-pillar’ plan to help end unemployment

Education,
health and
agriculture  
jobs boost
Things are not easy for the 
great majority of our people. 
We cannot abandon our moral 
responsibilities, even when it 
is difficult to fulfil them.

Unemployment remains a 
very pressing issue in Zambia 
today. It is an extremely serious 
problem such that wherever we 
go this subject keeps cropping 
up. Unemployment undermines 
human dignity. It is a terrible 
frustration and humiliation for 
a parent to be unable, due to un-
employment, to provide for the 
family. It is equally demoralising 
for young people to find there’s 
no work waiting for them when 
they leave school, college or uni-
versity. 

One of the main reasons for our 
very high rates of poverty is the 
failure of the economy to provide 
sufficient jobs. In order to derive a 
benefit from an economy, people 
must be able to participate in it, 
and for most people, the primary 
means of economic participation is 
through work.

Much more needs to be said and 
to be done if we are to meet ef-
fectively the massive problems of 
human suffering in Zambia today. 

The Socialist Party will cre-
ate employment once voted into 
power with a job-creation strategy 
centred around the three pillars of 
its social and political programme; 
education, health and peasant agri-
culture.

Under the SP government, 
schools will not be run the way 
they currently are. We will provide 
free education from nursery at the 
age of three all the way to univer-
sity, and it will be compulsory up 
to grade 12.

Education will be a major un-
dertaking in this country and will 
be allocated not less than 25 per 
cent of the national budget. Under 
this programme, teachers will not 
be left to manage and run schools 
on their own.

Efficient
In order to have an effective, 

efficient, and orderly system, the 
running of schools will include 
other professionals and a broad 
spectrum of workers, such as hu-
man resources personnel, infor-
mation technology experts, ac-
countants, marketing personnel, 
cleaners, drivers, mechanics, gar-
deners, nurses, clinical officers, 
and catering staff, among others.

Schools, colleges and universi-
ties will need to be supplied with 
all sorts of teaching aids and other 
goods and services, and these will 
be produced in factories by our 
people, meaning that education 
will directly and indirectly be one 
of the biggest employers.

The health sector will also be 

used to create a number of jobs. By 
expanding Zambia’s health servic-
es – both in terms of quantity and 
quality – we will need to employ 
more people. This will entail a 
need for more nurses, clinical offi-
cers, doctors, pharmacists, radiog-
raphers, and many other health 
and general workers. In addition, 
our government will prioritise the 
manufacture of some of the medi-
cines we use, even under licence. 
We will also need to create facto-
ries producing health equipment of 
all sorts. This, together with many 
other functions that will be added 
to health services, will create many 
more jobs.

Another sector that we will pri-
oritise to create employment is 
peasant agriculture. And when we 
say peasant agriculture, we don’t 
mean that everyone will be carry-
ing a kambwili, hoe and be tillers 
of land. There’s an urgent need to 
transform the way peasant agricul-
ture is carried out.

We cannot increase agricul-
tural production with a hoe, that’s 
for planting flowers around your 
house and a few beds of vegetables 
to feed a small family. Our plans 
are much bigger than that and will 
involve many jobs being created in 
the agricultural sector because of 
the transformations we will make.

Experts
Transformative peasant agri-

culture under this government 
will need new equipment, that 
is; appropriate ploughs, planters, 
harvesters and other necessities. 
To produce these, we will need to 
set up factories all over the coun-
try employing engineers and their 
technicians, human resources 
experts, accountants, IT experts, 
marketing and sales staff, drivers, 
mechanics, nurses and clinical of-
ficers to ran staff clinics, catering 
people to manage the staff cafete-
rias, and so on.

Of course, our reality, as it 
stands today, is that we may not 
have all the engineering expertise 
required to set up and run these 
factories. We may have to rely on 
expatriate skills while we train our 
people in our schools, colleges and 
universities.

We will also need to set up 
factories producing agricultural 
chemicals. These will require us 
to employ a diverse range of sci-
entists and other staff. In addition, 
we will need to create factories 
that produce veterinary medicines 
for our livestock. This undertaking 
will employ scientists, technicians, 
HR people, accountants, ICT ex-
perts, marketing and sales experts 
and many others. The medicines 
produced will need to be admin-
istered by vets, working with lab 
technicians. In this way we will be 
creating more and more jobs for 
our people.

And, of course, peasant agricul-
ture will need to be financed. This 
will require us to create a myriad 

of financial institutions, such as 
agriculture banks and insurance 
companies. These institutions will 
employ bankers, lawyers, accoun-
tants, IT experts, insurance person-
nel and many others, again creating 
more and more jobs.

The agricultural output pro-
duced by our factories will need 
to be delivered to our peasant 
farmers. This will create logistics 
jobs for drivers, mechanics and 
other support staff. Furthermore, 
the cotton we produce in Nyimba, 
Petauke, Katete, Chipata, Chadiza, 
Lundazi, Chama and other places, 
will not leave Eastern Province un-
processed.

Textile factories will be estab-
lished in employing people from 
all over the country in many, vari-
ous roles. These factories will be 
producing reels of all sorts of cloth, 

but the cloth produced will not be 
exported as it is. Clothing factories 
will be created to design and pro-
duce shirts, trousers, dresses, caps, 
canvas shoes, belts, and many 
other products. These factories 
will require sewing machines and 
needles so small factories will be 
created to manufacture and service 
the machines.

The clothing factories will fur-
ther need buttons and zips. The 
buttons can be produced from the 
horns of cattle, hard wood and 
stones, creating even more jobs. 
And the finished products will 
need to be packaged. This will re-
quire us to create factories produc-
ing packaging materials.

Drivers will be needed to trans-
port the finished products from the 
factories to the ports of Dar-es-
Salam, Walvis Bay and Durban. 

Furthermore, delivery trucks will 
need to be serviced by mechanics. 
In this way, more jobs will be cre-
ated.

Our strategies on cotton produc-
tion and its processing and export 
will be extended to food crops. 
Small and large factories will be 
created all over the country to 
process agricultural produce. For 
instance, factories can be built to 
process tomato into jam, juice, 
soup, puree or paste. Some of these 
products can be exported, and 
some consumed locally, resulting 
in more jobs.

In addition, it is important to 
also mention that there will be 
new jobs created in other sectors 
of our economy, such as mining, 
construction, forestry, and the pro-
vision of the many other services 
needed in an organised society. 

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party President

SOCIALIST Party Youth League Chair-
person Simon Mulenga Mwila (pictured 
above) joined unemployed young doctors 
at UNZA Ridgeway campus in Lusaka in 
solidarity with their protest over being 
jobless for more than two years. 

Police in riot gear later blocked the doc-
tors as they tried to march to the State House 
to seek an audience with the head of state 
over their plight. 

Unemployed doctors’ spokesperson Wal-
lace Ndumba said the doctors would no lon-
ger offer free services as volunteers because 
of unfilled promises of employment.

More than 800 doctors are unemployed in 
the country and they are hoping to be offered 

jobs in the upcoming recruitment of 11,200 
health personnel.

Minister of Health Sylvia Masebo said 
recently that the recruitment of the health 
personnel would start next month.

Ministry of Health permanent secretary 
Luckson Kasonka has said that consulta-
tions on the recruitment drive have already 
started.

The doctors are demanding, among other 
things, that the government change the law 
that requires them to work for a government 
institution on a two-year internship before 
acquiring a practising licence.

Dr Ndumba appealed to the government to 
fulfil its promise by employing the 800.

“We are tired of statements. We are also 

adults who have lives. Don’t force us to 
volunteer when you yourselves are not 
volunteering.

“The environment we work in is danger-
ous and anything can happen. So don’t force 
us to volunteer as we have dependents,” Dr 
Ndumba said.

He said the doctors were tired of still being 
out of work after being assured they would 
be offered jobs immediately in January.

Dr Ndumba said they felt like they were 
being punished for studying medicine.

“People have been waiting to be employed 
for over two years now. As I am talking, this 
is the third year. It’s enough for someone to 
finish a diploma programme. How long are 
people going to wait?” 

Unemployment
undermines 

human dignity. It is 
a terrible frustration 
and humiliation for a 
parent to be unable, 
due to unemployment, 
to provide for the 
family. It is equally 
demoralising for 
young people to 
find there’s no work 
waiting for them when 
they leave school, 
college or university

‘

We feel we’re being punished for studying medicine
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Russia’s security concerns
must be resolved quickly
M’membe responds to ambassador after hour-long interview

WE WANT a world of peace 
where each country, big or 
small, feels secure, Social-
ist Party President Fred 
M’membe told the Russian 
Ambassador to Zambia, Azim 
Yarakhmedov.

“We don’t want wars. Wars 
are not good for the poor, wars 
are not good for the workers,” he 
said following an hour-long inter-
view with the ambassador, and he 
stressed that the party hoped the 
war between Russia and Ukraine 
could be resolved diplomatically, 
“and very quickly”.

Dr M’membe said the relation-
ship between Ukraine and the Rus-
sian Federation was complex and 
that the Socialist Party had been 
following events between the two 
countries for a long time.

“We understand the history, we 
understand the break-up of the So-
viet Union, we understand the pro-
cesses that have taken place since 
then,” Dr M’membe said. “We have 
been following the happenings 
in your country. It is an important 
country, especially for us socialists. 
The first workers’ state was in your 
country, created by Lenin. 

“We cannot ignore the history of 
your country, especially in the Sec-
ond World War, to bring the peace 
that we are enjoying today. The 
Russian people sacrificed the most 
in the Second World War to destroy 
Nazism. We also understand the co-
operation that our country has had 
with the Soviet Union, and is hav-
ing with Russia today. We value all 
that.”

Dr M’membe said the Russian 
Federation had legitimate security 
concerns that deserved “favourable 
consideration from all”. “They are 
not wild worries or concerns, they 
are very, very legitimate. We also 
believe that the Russian Federation 
has the right to self-defence.

“The history is clear. We have lis-
tened to you attentively explaining 
the historical perspective of this is-
sue, and without prejudice and with 
all fairness, we feel these concerns 
must be addressed.

“They will not be addressed 
by sanctions, they will not be ad-
dressed by hybrid wars that are 
starting to proliferate, we have 
enough hybrid wars.” He said there 
had been hybrid wars in Venezuela, 
Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Cuba, Syr-
ia, Libya and Iraq, among others.

Dr M’membe said all countries 
needed to have their security con-
cerns addressed. “We need to feel 
secure. The Russian Federation 
needs to feel secure. The Ukrainian 
people need to feel secure. Europe-
an people need to feel secure. All of 
us need to feel secure.

“We need to work for such a 
world. A peaceful world won’t 
come on its own, we have to strug-
gle for it. We have to work for it, 
tirelessly and patiently. Condem-
nation of the Russian Federation, 
sanctions against the Russian Fed-
eration, will not give us a peaceful 
world. What is needed is to sit down 
and resolve the legitimate concerns 
of the Russian Federation, and also 
address the legitimate concerns of 
the Ukrainian people.”

Propaganda
Dr M’membe also warned that it 

was vital not to be sidetracked by 
disinformation and bias. “We un-
derstand the causes of these wars. It 
is not difficult to discern them. But 
today there is so much propaganda, 
there are so many lies, and if one’s 
bearings are not clear, not correct, 
one can lose objectivity.”

Speaking through a translator, 
ambassador Yarakhmedov said the 
purpose of Russia’s operation in 
Ukraine was not to annex territory 
but rather to demilitarise and de-
nazify the country.

He said Ukraine President 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy had told a 
security conference about a month 
ago that he intended to establish 
nuclear weapons in the country.

“At this forum there were rep-
resentatives from all Western 
countries. There were presidents, 
vice-presidents, ministers, minis-
ters of foreign affairs, and also the 
vice-president of the United States . 
. . but no one stopped Mr Zelenskiy 
and asked him, why are you going 
to produce nuclear weapons? Ev-
erybody applauded him.

“We cannot allow Ukraine, right 
next to our borders, to create an 
atomic bomb. That is why, when we 
started, we said – it was an official 
statement by Russia – it’s not about 
occupying Ukraine.”

Yarakhmedov said the other pur-
pose of the military action was de-
nazification. “What does it mean? 
The people who are now in power 
in Ukraine are the grandchildren of 
the Ukrainian people who cooper-
ated with Nazi Germany during 
the Second World War,” he said. 
“These people were prepared by 
Americans . . . they are Nazi peo-
ple, they use Nazi slogans in their 
activities. We are going to get rid of 
these Nazi people.”

The ambassador said the prob-
lems with Ukraine and the West 
went way back, with broken prom-
ises that NATO countries would 
not expand to the Russian border. 
“Countries like Latvia, Estonia, 
Bulgaria, Romania are already near 

to the Russian border. Between 
those countries there are some 
major obstacles like rivers or seas, 
but Ukraine territory is near Russia 
without any obstacles.”

But it was in 2014, Yarakhmedov 
said, that matters intensified with a 
“military coup d’état”. He said Vic-
toria Nuland, then US assistant sec-
retary of state for European affairs, 
admitted the US had paid US$5 bil-
lion to Ukraine – although the US 
says the money was an “investment 
in democratic processes and re-
forms” paid over 20 years, and not 
for a coup. He said President Viktor 
Yanukovych was overthrown as a 
result and fled to Russia.

Autonomous
 
“The president of the United 

States called Mr Yanukovych and 
asked him not to fire on the op-
position, but it was an order of the 
special forces of America to kill Mr 
Yanukovych, which is why he left 
Ukraine and went to Russia.”

He said that 11 million of 
Ukraine’s 44 million population 
were Russian “and of course did 
not support the coup d’état in Kyiv” 
leading to Russia establishing an 
autonomous Crimea and the Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions. 

Yarakhmedov said Ukrainian 
nationalists tried to invade Crimea, 
and bombed Luhansk and Don-
estsk, killing 14,000 people over the 
past eight years despite the signing 

of the Minsk Agreement between 
the heads of Ukraine and the two 
regions, and guaranteed by Ger-
many, France and Russia in 2015. It 
was supposed to solve the issue by 
safeguarding Russian culture and 
language, he said, but failed. Up 
until then, for example, there had 
been fines for speaking Russian in 
shopping malls.

“In December last year the 
President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin asked the United 
States to urge the Ukrainians to 
commit to the Minsk Agreement 
but the situation became worse be-
cause Ukraine wanted to be a mem-
ber of NATO.

“Ukraine confirmed that its aim 
was to be a member of NATO and 
we can’t understand a situation like 
this in these conditions. If Ukraine 
joined NATO, all the nuclear po-
tential of United States and NATO 
can be used against Russia . . . there 
could be nuclear war between Rus-
sia and NATO countries. The Presi-
dent asked, do you want nuclear 
war or what? And our President 
added, you know that in a nuclear 
war there are no winners.”

Yarakhmedov said Russia then 
drew up two documents providing 
security guarantees for Russia and 
NATO by asking for implementa-
tion of the Warsaw agreement of 
1994 and for Ukraine to return to 
a neutral status. The documents did 
not lead to an agreement.

“We asked our so-called part-
ners, what is wrong with this pro-
posal? We asked them, why are you 
going near to our Russian borders. 
For what reason?

“That is why we organised this 
special operation for the demili-
tarisation and denazification of 
Ukraine, to urge them to peace. We 
are not going to take the territory of 
Ukraine, we are fighting the mili-
tary infrastructure that was estab-
lished by Ukraine with the NATO 
countries.

“They had already established a 
special base near the Crimea, and 
with Britain they established sev-
eral military ports near the Black 
Sea. Moreover, America just built 
near the border with Russia a very 
big biological laboratory. For what 
reason? Our president said, if you 
don’t want to listen to Russia, we’re 
not going to fight at our territory, we 
will fight at the territory of others.”

The ambassador said Russia 
was ready for peace and hoped the 
situation could be resolved, with 
negotiations already taking place. 
“We have many relatives, many of 
our friends there, and of course it is 
very awful.

“When they try to push us, 
NATO and the United States, we 
can use nuclear weapons but we 
don’t want this because that means 
there will be nuclear war . . . I hope 
that there will be some realistic peo-
ple in the United States or Europe, 
not hot heads, to stop such military 
activity.”

Yarakhmedov said Russian rela-
tions with Zambia were important, 
“especially taking into consider-
ation the history of our relations, 
which are very positive”.

“The Soviet Union was the first 
country that recognised Zambia as 
a sovereign state.” He said Russia 
looked forward to continuing close 
cooperation.

“Relations between Russia and 
Zambia have always been very 
good, that is why now I would like 
to continue the same policy.

“We try to do our best so that 
the people of both countries will be 
profitable,” he said. 

Socialist staff reporter

Zambia must tell US the truth over blunder
THE WEST blundered over the 
issue of the expansion of NATO, 
and Zambia should not be afraid 
to tell the United States the 
truth, Socialist Party Secretary 
General and First Vice-President 
Cosmas Musumali told Diamond 
TV viewers.

Speaking on Diamond’s break-
fast programme, Dr Musumali 
said: “I know the current gov-
ernment is very friendly to the 
US, but amongst friends we can 
also be frank. Tell them, you have 
blundered here, this was a mis-
take. And this mistake was not 
caused by the Biden government 
that is there today, this is a mis-
take that has been accumulating. 
One government after the other 
has added to this.”

Dr Musumali said Zambia 
should not fear repercussions for 
telling the truth.

“As a country you have to 

guard against being a slave of 
another, regardless of whether 
you are friendly or a weak coun-
try; don’t be a banana republic. 
And fear of repercussions, of 
what this country is going to do? 
That they could withdraw de-
velopment aid because we were 
frank with them? So let it be.  

Because otherwise you become a 
stooge, a puppet, a parrot of that 
particular country.”

Dr Musumali said Zambia 
was a member of the African 
Union and should try to build a 
consensus on the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict.

“Our collective voice mat-

ters,” he said, “So our lead-
ers have to speak to the other 
African countries and build a 
consensus, be factual. That con-
sensus is necessary at the global 
level. You may say that the Afri-
can voice is weak, it will be disre-
garded, but at least it is going to 
be documented, it is going to be 
there; that Africans took a posi-
tion, that they took a stand, and 
that is very important in interna-
tional diplomacy.”

Dr Musumali said the current 
conflict came as no surprise.

“We knew this was going to 
happen. What has happened was 
predictable. It has taken 30 years 
of restraint. So we are appealing 
to Russia, but I think we also 
have to appeal to Ukraine, and 
have to appeal to NATO and say, 
you have caused a situation over 
a long period of time that today 
is threatening world peace.” 

Russia’s Ambassador to Zambia, A�im �arakhmedov, discusses the Ukraine confl ict and his coun-A�im �arakhmedov, discusses the Ukraine conflict and his coun-
try’s relations with Zambia with Socialist Party President Fred M’membe

IT SEEMS that wars 
have a tendency to re-
shape the international 
order, and the Russian-
Ukrainian war will not 
be an exception, writes 
Socialist Party President 
Fred M’membe.

This war is irreversibly 
changing the international 
order that emerged from 
World War II, and ushering 
in a new international order 
in which China will have a 
very important role to play.

After the collapse and 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, the new internation-
al order developed along 
two main lines: NATO’s 
eastern expansion, which 
threatens Russia’s national 
security, and the rise of 
China, that increases the 
United States’ need for con-
tainment.

The US-led NATO 
response to the Russian-
Ukrainian war suggests 
that the United States is no 
longer capable of main-
taining a one-superpower 
international order, and that 
the new international order 
is moving closer toward 
pluralism.

The emerging new 
international order will 
certainly facilitate a greater 
dispersal of wealth, power, 
and cultural authority, with 
no superpowers – only 
big countries and regional 
powers.

The Russian-Ukrainian 
war has really complicated 
the international situation 
and needs to be calmly 
analysed to understand the 
new changes and trends in 
the interaction of the major 
powers.

This will help avoid stra-
tegic miscalculations and 
impulsive decisions. This is 
the only way international 
peace can be maintained.

And the massive sanc-
tions against Russia will, 
in the long run, boomerang 
on the United States and 
Europe. Russia will cer-
tainly find ways to survive.

The aim of these sanc-
tions is to cause economic 
collapse and political 
instability in Russia.

Certainly, Russia’s global 
trade activities will be 
hurt, but the country will 
eventually find alternative 
methods of surviving and 
conducting international 
trade.

Russia has no choice but 
to quickly strengthen the 
development of its SPFS 
after being blocked from 
SWIFT.

China and Russia re-
cently signed a 30-year gas 
agreement, which can be 
settled in RMB or bilateral 
currencies.

The United States and 
European sanctions may 
prompt sanctioned coun-
tries like Russia, China, 
Iran, Syria, Venezuela and 
Cuba to form an “anti-sanc-
tion” alliance.

They can be joined by 
many other countries in 
Asia, Africa and Latin 
America that may seek to 
bypass the interference 
and unequal trade exploita-
tion of the United States 
and Europe. 

Conflict in 
Ukraine
will lead 
to a new 
world order

Socialist Party Secretary General Cosmas Musumali on Diamond TV
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COURT JUDGEMENT ON LIQUIDATION OF The Post

Supreme Court sends ‘faux’ Post 
winding up back to High Court 
THE SUPREME Court has 
ordered that the 2018 winding 
up of The Post Newspapers 
Limited be referred back to 
the High Court for liquida-
tion hearings to be reopened 
before a different judge “to 
ensure compliance with the 
relevant legal provisions”.

In a judgement delivered on 
February 17, Chief Justice Mum-
ba Malila and two other judges, 
held that the original liquidation 
proceedings were “faux” (fake).

They ruled that High Court 
judge Sunday Nkonde relin-
quished his supervisory responsi-
bility when he allowed Lewis Mo-
sho as the provisional liquidator, 
the Zambia Revenue Authority, 
and five former employees of Post 
Newspapers Limited, to enter into 
a consent order declaring the com-
pany insolvent.

The Chief Justice said the ac-
tions of Mosho and the liquidation 
of Post Newspapers Limited were 
of no legal effect, and that the liqui-
dation in the manner it was under-
taken by Mosho was “faux”. 

On January 10, 2018, Post News-
papers Limited was closed by the 
PF using the ZRA, alleging that 
it failed to honour tax liabilities 
amounting to K53.8 million.

This was after five of its former 
employees, Abel Mboozi, Roy Ha-
baalu, Andrew Chiwenda, Mwen-
dalubi Mweene and Bonaventure 
Bwalya petitioned the newspaper 
company in the High Court seek-
ing an order that it be wound up 
because they had not been not paid 
salaries and termination benefits to-
talling K815,000.

The parties and Mosho entered 
into a consent order to have the 
company declared insolvent so that 
its assets could be sold to recover 
monies owed to them.

However, Post Newspaper ed-
itor-in-chief Fred M’membe and 
The Post Newspapers Limited (in 
liquidation) appealed the decision 
by the High Court and the Court of 
Appeal. They were challenging the 
decision of the Court of Appeal af-
ter it held that as he was not a party 
to the winding up proceedings he 
could not commence a fresh action 
to set aside the consent order de-
claring the company insolvent.

The appellants said the Court of 
Appeal erred in law and fact when 
it held that Dr M’membe was not 
joined to the proceedings when in 
fact he was a shareholder in and di-
rector of The Post and maintained 
residual power to be an interested 
party to the proceedings.

During the hearing of the appeal 
before Chief Justice Malila, justices 
Albert Wood and Jones Chinyama, 
none of the respondents were pres-
ent as their advocates, Messrs Mo-
sha and Company, withdrew their 
representation prior to the hearing. 

Dr M’membe and Post Newspa-
pers Limited were represented by 
Nchima Nchito, Chisuwo Hamwela 
and Nkandu Chibuye.

The court heard the appeal in the 
absence of the former employees 
and ZRA or their lawyers as it was 
satisfied that they had been served 
with notice of the hearing.

Nchito had argued that although 
the Court of Appeal was right to 
hold that the only way open to a 
party to set aside a consent judg-
ment or order was by commencing 

a fresh action, it erred when it held 
that Dr M’membe was not a party to 
the proceedings.

He argued that shareholders and 
directors of a company in liquida-
tion retained residual powers to de-
fend the interests of the company in 
a winding up action.

Nchito said Dr M’membe had 
filed a notice under Rule 10 of the 
winding up Rules 2004, which al-
lows an interested party to be heard 
in a winding up petition, but was 
never heard.

Delivering judgment, Chief 
Justice Malila said the law had set 
out very strict guidelines for any 
winding up of a company and those 
provisions required strict court su-
pervision so as to avert the liquida-
tion of companies in circumstances 
where it was imprudent.

He said the allegations raised by 
Dr M’membe when he opposed the 
appointment of Lewis Chisanga 
Mosho as a provisional liquida-
tor of The Post deserved careful 
“reflection and assessment”, and 
struck at the heart of the winding up 
proceedings.

Reflection
“Such reflection and assessment 

by the court supervising the wind-
ing up ought to have been done be-
fore the confirmation of Mosho as 
liquidator,” Chief Justice Maia said.

“The appeal questions the ap-
pointment of Mosho as provisional 
liquidator and his confirmation as 
liquidator and the activities of Mo-
sho as liquidator. Legally these mat-
ters are too serious to be ignored.”

Chief Justice Malila said the 
provisional liquidator’s primary 
responsibility was to preserve the 
assets of the company pending the 
winding up order.

“By reason of the dealing judge’s 
willful failure to hear the appel-
lants’ position alongside that of 
the petitioners at what should have 
been the confirmation hearing of 
the provisional liquidator, the ap-
pellants’ right to due process guar-
antees to be heard, which right is 
denoted by statutory provisions as 
set out in Rule 8 of the Companies 
Winding Up Rules was impaired. 
This cannot, in our view, be without 
consequence,” Chief Justice Malila 

said. “The purpose of Rule 10 and 
Rule 6 is to give locus standi to 
interested parties to protect their in-
terests in the winding up of a com-
pany. This would include the taking 
of any necessary steps to challenge 
anything that is detrimental to their 
interests.”

Chief Justice Malila said that by 
allowing parties to enter into a con-
sent judgement on legally contest-
able positions, as far as interested 
third parties were concerned, judge 
Nkonde relinquished his superviso-
ry responsibility over the winding 
up petition and adversely affected 
third party rights, effectively ren-
dering the liquidation a sham.

He said Dr M’membe was an 
interested party to the proceedings 
and was competent to challenge a 
consent judgement that adversely 
affected his rights and that such 
a challenge could have been by 
whatever lawful means available, 
including the commencement of a 
fresh action.

He said there had been no assess-
ment of the competing interests of 
creditors, contributors, sharehold-
ers and the liquidator before the 
confirmation of the provisional 
liquidator before the granting of the 
winding up order, and the propriety 
of the winding up in view of the 
reasons given by the appellants was 
never interrogated as the court was 
obliged to do under the Act.

Chief Justice Malila said the ap-
pointment of Mosho and his con-
firmation as provisional liquidator 
was made outside the prescription 
of the winding up rules and without 
giving parties whose interests were 
to be adversely affected the oppor-

tunity to be heard after they made it 
clear they wished to be heard.

He said Dr M’membe and The 
Post had every right to impeach the 
judgement that undermined or sub-
dued their rights.

Chief Justice Malila said Judge 
Nkonde’s decision to ignore ap-
plications by Dr M’membe and 
sanctioning the confirmation of the 
liquidator left much to be desired.

“We reiterate that the dealing 
judge literally abdicated his respon-
sibility to supervise the liquidation 
according to applicable legal provi-
sions,” he said.

Chief Justice Malila said that al-
though time had passed since The 
Post was wound up, it could not 
alter the wrongful manner in which 
the liquidation was conducted.

“Mosho may have concluded 
with the liquidation and seemingly 
fallen off the picture. Furthermore, 
he was not a party to the winding 
up petition. This however, matters 
not for purposes of rendering an ac-
count for accountability under the 
relevant law. For this reason, we are 
entirely within our power to order 
him to be joined to the winding up 
proceedings,” Justice Malila said. 

“We refer the matter to the High 
Court before a different judge to 
reopen the liquidation proceedings 
with a view to ensuring compli-
ance with the relevant legal provi-
sions. The action shall be between 
the original parties as they were 
when the petition was filed. For the 
purposes of receiving all necessary 
reports from the liquidator and 
considering his possible personal 
liability, we order joinder of the 
liquidator.”

In its ruling, the court noted the 
appeal implicated both procedural 
and substantive justice.

“It is, to a remarkable and cred-
ible extent, a complaint about the 
face of justice in a curial treatment 
of an insolvent company treatment 
allegedly sullied by unfairness in 
the overall conduct of the dealing 
court and the liquidator,” the ruling 
reads. 

“More solemnly, the appeal 
raises deeply concerning questions 
regarding the rights of sharehold-
ers and directors in the context of 
liquidating a company on account 
of insolvency where the share-
holders and directors believe the 
liquidation is fraught with blatant 
disregard of the law or due process 
considerations.”

The court noted that the chief 
grievance of the appellants was that 
between the High Court judge, who 
handled the liquidation proceed-
ings, and the appointed liquidator, 
three factors that had a preclusive 
effect were used to prevent them 
from being heard.

Failure
“The three factors were: resort 

to ex-parte proceedings, inability 
or otherwise wilful failure by the 
dealing judge to hear the appellants’ 
protestations over the appointment 
of the liquidator in particular and 
the liquidation itself generally, and, 
the use of an exclusionary consent 
judgement seemingly contrived by 
the provisional liquidator to ward 
off resistance to the liquidation.”

The ruling continues: “The re-
cord reveals that upon the appoint-
ment of Mr Mosho as provisional 
liquidator on 1st November 2016, 
a return date for the inter-partes 
hearing of the application was 
given for the 9th November 2016. 
No hearing was, however, held on 
that date. Meanwhile, through their 
lawyers, Messrs Nchito and Nchito, 
the appellants applied to set aside 
the order appointing Mr Mosho as 
provisional liquidator and to stay 
the execution of the order of ap-
pointment. Return dates for the 
hearing of these applications were 
given but, for very unclear reasons, 
the applications were never heard 

by the learned High Court judge 
(Nkonde).”

The Supreme Court noted that 
from the filing of the winding up 
petition to the liquidation of The 
Post, the appellants were never af-
forded an opportunity to express 
their concerns, despite their giving 
notice to the court within the provi-
sions of the law.

“It is this frustrating and some-
what bewildering experience that 
led the appellants to conclude, as we 
are able to discern from their griev-
ance, that the judge who dealt with 
the liquidation behaved in an intem-
perate or unjudicial way by literally 
shutting the door to justice in their 
face,” the court said.

The Supreme Court noted that 
almost predictably, the respondents 
(who were the petitioners in the 
High Court and Mosho) entered a 
consent judgement in January 2018 
confirming Mosho as liquidator.

It noted that with that confirma-
tion as liquidator, Mosho had the 
atypical comfort to discontinue the 
applications which had been filed on 
behalf of the appellants by Messrs 
Nchito and Nchito, seeking a stay of 
execution and set aside the order the 
order of appointment of himself as 
liquidator.

The court said that seemingly 
frustrated by all developments and 
running out of options and patience, 
Dr M’membe and The Post com-
menced a separate action seeking 
an order to set aside the consent 
judgement entered into between the 
respondents and The Post News-
papers on the basis that it was pro-
cured illegally and fraudulently. 

The appellants also sought an or-
der to stay the proceedings and all 
orders granted by Judge Nkonde.

Dr M’membe in the fresh ac-
tion said the consent judgment 
declaring The Post insolvent and 
confirming Mosho as liquidator 
was made without hearing the ap-
pellants and that the claims by 
the respondents (as creditors) in 
the winding up proceedings were 
disputed, and that judge Nkonde 
was rightly found wanting by the 
Judicial Complaints Authority in a 
complaint against him arising from 
his “unacceptable conduct which 
undermined confidence in his abil-
ity to do justice in the winding up 
proceedings”.  Judge Sharon Newa 
dismissed the new case on account 
of lacking jurisdiction.

Dr M’membe then took the Mat-
ter to the Court of Appeal.

“In its judgment, now subject of 
the present appeal, the Court of Ap-
peal framed the issue for determina-
tion as being whether a person or 
entity that was not party to a consent 
judgement, can commence a fresh 
action to set the consent judgement 
aside,” the Supreme Court said.

The Court of Appeal held that 
although Dr M’membe gave notice 
of intention to be heard at the hear-
ing of the petition, the intention did 
not make the party filing the notice 
a party to the proceedings.

The Court of Appeal held that 
such party ought, in addition to fil-
ing a notice, to apply to be joined to 
proceedings as an interested party, 
and that Dr M’membe, being a non-
party to the proceedings could not 
commence a fresh action for pur-
poses of setting aside the consent 
judgement.

Case to be heard before a different judge ‘to ensure legal compliance’
The Post front page after authori-
ties conspired to close down the 
paper, a move editor-in-chief  Fred 
M’membe (below) – now Socialist 
Party President – has contested in 
the Supreme Court 
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

Do not focus on your past
SO JEPHTHAH said to the elders of Gilead, “If 
you take me back home to fight against the 
people of Ammon, and the Lord delivers them 
to me, shall I be your head?” And the elders of 
Gilead said to Jephthah, “The Lord will be a wit-
ness between us. If we do not do according to 
your words.”

Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, 
and the people made him head and commander 
over them, and Jephthah spoke all his words 
before the Lord in Mizpah (Judges 11: 9-11).

Brethren, sometimes life is full of troubles. It 
has become common that when you go through 

THE MOST confused we ever get is when we try 
to convince our heads of something that we know 
in our hearts to be a lie.

It’s painful and stressful to feel like you’re liv-
ing a lie. Like you’re hiding how you really feel, 
saying what you think other people want to hear, 
and doing things you don’t actually want to do –
just because you think you’re supposed to.

We live in a world that constantly tells us what 
to do, how to act, what to be. Knowing how to be 
true to yourself and live the life you want can be 
a challenge.

When someone asks how we are, we assume 
that the person does not mean the question sin-
cerely, for it would lead to an in-depth conversa-
tion. So telling them that you are good or fine, 
even if you’re not, is the usual answer.

In an ideal world, we would stop and truly 
listen. We wouldn’t be afraid to be ourselves. 
Instead, when we answer about how we are do-
ing, our mask, the persona we show the world, 
tightens. Sometimes even more so than it might 
have been before. Eventually, it becomes hard to 
take it off, even when you’re alone.

Imagine a world where we asked how someone 
was doing and they really told us. Imagine a world 
where there were no masks, only transparency 
when we talked to one another.

If you want to live in a world that celebrates 
who you are, mistakes and all, take off the mask. 
It doesn’t mean you have to be positive or fine all 
the time.

When you acknowledge a feeling, it leads you 
to the problem that’s causing that feeling, and 
once you identify the problem, you can find a so-
lution to it. When you hide that feeling, you stuff it 
way down so no one can help you.You can’t even 
help yourself.

Feelings are there for one reason: to be felt. 
That doesn’t mean you have to act on that feeling. 
It just means that you start the process of prob-
lem solving so you can live the life you want.

It is difficult living a lie – 
and that’s the truth

The time bomb is ticking 

Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe: There is no hope for 
our people under this neoliberal 
capitalist order

We refuse to be . . . 

POLITICAL ideas are worthless if they aren’t 
inspired by noble, selfless sentiments. Likewise, 
noble sentiments are worthless if they are not 
based on correct, fair ideas.

Real friends, real enemies
WHO are our enemies? Who are our friends? 
This is a question of the first importance for us 
because if we fail to unite with our real friends 
in order to deal with our real enemies we will not 
achieve much. 

A revolutionary political party is the guide of 
the masses, and nothing much is achieved by 
such a party if it leads them astray.

To ensure that much is achieved and we will 
not lead the masses astray, we must pay atten-
tion to uniting with our real friends in order to 
deal with our real enemies.

To distinguish real friends from real en-
emies, we must make a general analysis of the 
economic status of the various classes in our 
country and of their respective attitudes towards 
real change, revolutionary change.

THERE IS truly no future for our people under 
this neoliberal capitalist order, and our people 
are becoming truly desperate each and every 
day. 

Let’s face it, the situation is becoming more 
desperate and hopeless. And it’s only a matter of 
time, because this neoliberal path we continue 
to pursue is creating an enormous time bomb in 
our country. 

The big questions we are to ask is: for how 
long are we going to wait for this situation to ex-
plode before we start thinking about real change, 
real solutions to these problems?

I think the politicians and all progressives and 
democrats in this country have a basic duty to 
pay it all the attention it requires, or we will all 
become slaves.

CAN the age-old scriptural instruction, “Love thy 
neighbour as thyself” still effectively address 
the complexity of contemporary disputes like the 
ones we are having?

More than 2,000 years ago, that biblical com-
mand was spelled out in response to a question-
er, asking which is the greatest commandment. 
The Gospel of Matthew records Jesus’s answer: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself.” (22:37-39).

It is interesting that to love one’s neighbour is 
not the first but the second commandment. �et, 
as Jesus said, it’s like the first.

Many have found that trying to love one’s 
neighbour is not always the easiest thing to do. 
Keeping the two commandments in their proper 
order, however, can assure the fulfillment of both, 
for a heart filled with love for God naturally over-
flows. Maintaining and increasing our love for 
God demands an ever-enlarging understanding of 
our divine creator.

Knowing God to be the true parent of each 
one of us, we are no longer just neighbours, but 
equally loved brothers and sisters.

An age-old instruction and 
modern-day complexities 

tough times in life, you have an opportunity to 
stand on your feet and bounce back.

This is a story of Jephthah, who was born 
from another woman who was a harlot but 
Gilead begot other sons from another woman. 
These sons when they grew up, drove Jephthah 
out saying, “You shall have no inheritance in our 
father’s house for you are a son from another 
woman.” But time came when they needed Je-
phthah and had no choice but to call him back.

It is not what happens to a man but what 
happens in that man that counts. Just as God 
erased Jephthah’s past, He will also erase your 
past failures, errors and fatal mistakes.

The new things God will do will shock your 
mockers and they will suddenly discover that 
you are their leader. Do not focus on what has 
happened to you today, like rejection, disap-
pointment, and being looked down upon as 
nonentity in society. You must see the appoint-
ment in your disappointment that will lift you up 
to a higher level. 

The value of political ideas

WE REFUSE to be
What you wanted us to be
We are what we are
That’s the way (way) it’s going to be you don’t 
know!
Deceiving the people continually, yea-ea!
Me say them graduatin’ thieves and murderers
Look out now they suckin’ the blood of the
sufferers
Tell the children the truth right now!
And we’ve been taken for granted much too long
Rebel, rebel now!

Bob Marley

Be real, humble and kind
THE GREATEST delight of life is not being rich, 
popular, or highly educated.

The greatest delight of life is a feeling of being 
near and necessary to others, especially those 
in greatest need; it’s all about being real, humble 
and kind.

Increased cost 
of fuel impacts 
whole economy
Spending, fares, hiring, logistics hit 
SOCIALIST Party President 
Fred M’membe says he can’t 
see any measures the govern-
ment can take to reduce fuel 
prices to honour UPND’s 
campaign promise.

“At the time the UPND was 
taking over government, the 
prices of petrol and diesel were 
K17.62 and K17.82 respectively. 
Today, under the UPND govern-
ment, the prices of petrol and 
diesel are K21.96 and K21.54 
respectively. 

“Last month there was hope of 
a reversal of fortunes when the 
prices of petrol and diesel were 
reduced by K1.32 and K 3.36. To-
day the cumulative increase in the 
prices of petrol and diesel since the 
UPND came to power stands at 
K4.34 and K3.72 respectively. 

“In their election campaigns the 
UPND leadership had promised to 
reduce fuel prices by K4.02.”

Dr M’membe said the UPND 
government faced a dilemma over 
how to honour its election promise 
of cutting fuel prices in the light 
of an International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) conditionality that had the 
net effect of increasing them. 

“On Tuesday, January 25, 2022, 
the Energy Regulatory Board an-
nounced it was migrating to a 30-
day pricing cycle for petrol, diesel 
and low sulphur gas oil. And in 
that regard, fuel prices would now 
be reviewed every month starting 
with January, 2022.

“We warned it was highly un-
likely that fuel prices would be 
reduced at these reviews, that they 
would instead be increased. And 
this may further stoke public out-
rage over the high living expenses.

“In the light of their IMF com-
mitments, we can’t see any sensi-
ble measures that they can take to 

help reduce fuel prices in an effort 
to honour their campaign promise 
of affordable fuel and defuse pub-
lic anger.

“The price of fuel has a sig-
nificant weighting in the basket of 
goods and services that are used to 
measure inflation in the country. 
Producers of services and goods 
are also expected to factor in the 
higher cost of fuel. This makes fuel 
prices a key determinant of the rate 
of inflation.

“The economy also uses diesel 
for transportation, power genera-
tion and running of agricultural 
machinery such as tractors, with a 
direct impact on the cost of farm 
produce.

 
Domestic

“At the individual level, higher 
fuel prices mean that each of us 
pays more at the filling station, 
leaving less to spend on other 
goods and services. But higher fuel 
prices affect more than just the cost 
of filling up at the filling station; 
higher fuel prices have an effect 
on the broader economy. Inversely, 
when fuel prices fall, it is cheaper 
to fill up the tank for both house-
holds and businesses, and really 
eases costs on transportation-fo-
cused industries like trucking and 
buses – but it also puts a damper on 
the domestic fuel industry.

“In general, higher fuel prices 
are a drag on the economy. When 
fuel prices rise, they can be a drag 
on the economy, impacting every-
thing from consumer spending to 
bus fares to hiring practices. Fuel 
is an important input for trans-
portation, which directly impacts 
households as they drive, but also 
businesses that rely on logistics 
and transportation chains. If dis-
cretionary spending is hampered 

by higher fuel costs, it can have 
knock-on effects throughout the 
broader economy.

“A side-effect of high fuel prices 
is that the discretionary spending 
of consumers drops as they spend 
a relatively larger portion of their 
income on fuel. Higher fuel prices 
also mean that shoppers will tend 
to drive less – including to places 
like the mall or shopping centres. 

“All retailers are further 
squeezed as they are forced to pass 
on the higher expenses they also 
experience, which are associated 
with increased shipping costs, to 
consumers. Anything that has to be 
transported could cost more as fuel 
prices rise. Likewise, many prod-
ucts that contain plastics or syn-
thetic materials are based in part 
on petroleum. Higher fuel prices 
mean higher prices for these ma-
terials too.

“Rising fuel prices will nega-
tively impact efforts at economic 
recovery in terms of hiring prac-
tices. Rising fuel prices will force 
some businesses to re-evaluate 
their hiring plans, holding off be-
cause they are uncertain about the 
economy’s health. Less discretion-
ary spending results in decreased 
sales, both of which can influence 
a company’s ability to hire.

“Many job candidates have to 
weigh prospective positions against 
the costs associated with the com-
mute. Some workers who have 
been offered new jobs have been 
forced to turn them down simply 
because the costs of getting to and 
from work would eat up such a 
large percentage of their salary.

“There is an undeniable cor-
relation between consumer con-
fidence, spending habits, and fuel 
prices. Increases in fuel prices 
make people feel more pessimistic 
about the economy.”

Radio faces a challenge in the 
Internet age to attract listeners
RADIO will have to move with 
the times and adapt to the Internet 
age if it is to remain financially vi-
able, Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe says.

Speaking on World Radio Day 
last month, Dr M’membe said ra-
dio had always been an important 
source of news and entertainment 
to him.

“Although my more than two-
and-a-half decades of working as a 
journalist were spent in the news-
room of a newspaper, I spent most 
of my childhood hooked to a radio 
– an ITT Supersonic radio manu-
factured in Livingstone.

“From the age of six I was listen-
ing to music, news and all sorts of 
programmes on radio. And at The 
Post we set up a very powerful ra-
dio station but were denied a broad-
casting licence, after being prom-
ised one, and the equipment was 
‘stolen’ when the previous regime 
closed the newspaper,” he said. 

“On this day, I wish my friends 
running and working at radio sta-
tions across the width and breadth 
of our country all the best. I know 
the conditions they are working 

under are in so many respects very 
hard but they are doing a very 
good job. I love and respect you 
all – keep up the good work! Ra-
dio continues to be one of the most 
trusted and accessible media in this 
country.” 

Dr M’membe said the theme of 
this year’s World Radio Day was 
on the theme of “Radio and Trust”.

“Proclaimed in 2011 by the 
member states of UNESCO, and 
adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 2012 as an 
International Day, February 13 be-
came World Radio Day,” he said.

“Radio is a powerful medium 
for celebrating humanity in all its 
diversity and constitutes a platform 
for democratic discourse. Radio 
remains the most widely consumed 
medium. This unique ability to 
reach out to the widest audience 
means radio can shape a society’s 
experience of diversity, stand as an 
arena for all voices to speak out, be 
represented and heard.

“But trust in radio journalism 
shouldn’t be taken for granted. It 
needs to be continually nourished 
by ethical journalism, independent 

and high-quality content. We all 
know that for many reasons re-
specting basic standards of ethical 
journalism has become very chal-
lenging in Zambia today. 

“However, in order to keep or 
raise listeners’ trust, radio jour-
nalism must continue to be based 
on verifiable information that is 
shared in the public interest, and 
that strives to hold all who wield 
political and economic power to 
account and help to build a better 
future for all in our homeland.

“But the financial and economic 
viability of radio stations worries 
me a lot. How can radio survive in 
an environment where those who 
control and dominate the Internet 
are taking more than a lion’s share 
of advertising revenue?

“The challenge for radio is how 
to transform loyal audience en-
gagement into financial sustain-
ability. Clearly, the financial and 
economic survival of radio stations 
will depend on their ability to at-
tract and retain a large enough base 
of loyal listeners to be sustainable 
or to embed listener interaction 
into their business models.”
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FRED M’MEMBE LITERACY & AGROECOLOGY CAMPAIGN

MORE than 200 graduates of 
the Fred M’membe Literacy 
and Agroecology Campaign, 
coordinated by the Social-
ist Party and Brazil’s Samora 
Machel Internationalist Bri-
gade, gathered in Lusaka late 
last month to receive their 
awards.

The campaign, which began 
in May 2021, was carried out 
in Lusaka, Eastern and Western 
Provinces, but is planned to be 
extended to Copperbelt, North-
ern and Muchinga Provinces later 
this year.

The following is a transcript 
of Socialist Party President Fred 
M’membe’s speech at the gradu-
ation ceremony:

Dear comrades, friends, invited 
guests and members of the press 
in attendance greetings to you all. 
And great thanks for making it to 
this humble graduation ceremony 
of our Matero and Mandevu lit-
eracy classes. 

Why this literacy campaign? 
Why is the Socialist Party spend-
ing so much time and resources 
on this literacy campaign? What 
is it for?

It is said that the future starts 
with the alphabet. And the fu-
ture is not built in the future, it 
is built on the threshold of what 
we do today – the decisions and 
actions we take today. And with 
this literacy campaign, small and 
humble as it may seem, we are 
starting the process of building a 
future Zambia, a socialist Zam-
bia, which will be more just, fair 
and humane.

Poverty
Literacy, as part of education, 

is a fundamental human right. It’s 
also one of the key ingredients to 
ending extreme poverty.

Yet today there are 1.27 mil-
lion illiterate adults (over the age 
of 15) in Zambia – this is 57 years 
after attaining our political inde-
pendence.

Zambia’s literacy rate stands 
at 55.3 per cent, with illiteracy 
much more pronounced in fe-
males than males.

Fundamental human rights are 
just that – fundamental. 

Literacy improves health. 
Growing research shows positive 
correlations between adult litera-
cy and lower infant and maternal 
mortality rates.

Literate women are more likely 
to seek medical help for them-
selves and their children when 
needed. They are also more likely 
to adopt more preventive health 

measures, like immunisation.
There is a connection between in-
creased literacy and attitude shifts 
around family planning. Literate 
patients also have an easier time 
following instructions from their 
doctors, and literacy is of key 
benefit during a health crisis. 

During health crises being able 
to read can mean the difference 
between life and death. We con-
tinue to see this now during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With so 
much misinformation about the 
novel coronavirus, one of the 
best, and most cost-effective, re-
sponses we have is education, in-
cluding educating our people on 
prevention, symptoms, and what 
to do if they need treatment.

Posters, leaflets, and other 
materials about COVID-19 have 
been created and circulated 
across the width and breadth of 
our country, meaning that literacy 

is one of the key tools for keeping 
our people safe and healthy.

Literacy promotes lifelong 
learning and builds skills. As 
many of us realise after we have 
graduated, learning is a lifelong 
journey. The more we learn, the 
more we are able to adapt to a 

fast-changing world. The more 
we are able to adapt, the more we 
can continually improve our stan-
dard of living and lead longer, 
healthier, and more creative lives.

When we have the confidence 
to read, we have the confidence 
to learn.

Literacy improves the econo-
my and creates jobs. Literacy is 
a powerful tool against poverty.

Illiteracy comes at a high price. 
Illiteracy costs our country’s 
economy billions of kwacha an-
nually. A lack of basic literacy 
skills means that many people are 
immediately disqualified from 
a high number of decent liveli-
hoods.

As part of lifelong learning, lit-
eracy skills don’t just mean better 
job opportunities now. They also 
set people up with the ability to 
develop their skills and find bet-
ter livelihoods in the future. Lit-

eracy promotes gender equality. 
It is said that every literate wom-
an marks a victory over poverty. 
Women are the most powerful 
agents of change, and that power 
is even greater when they can 
read.

Literacy promotes justice, eq-
uity and peace. Illiteracy weak-
ens communities and undermines 
democratic processes through 
marginalisation and exclusion. 
These and other impacts can 
combine to destabilise a nation.

When citizens are literate, they 
are more able to follow politics 
and be informed of the issues 
that matter to them. They are also 
more likely to vote and find other 
ways of participating in the gov-
ernance of their country.

Literacy builds self-esteem and 
overall quality of life. If nothing 
else, literacy builds self-esteem. 
Readers who struggle are more 

The future starts with the alphabet

Literacy promotes
justice, equity 

and peace. Illiteracy 
weakens communities 
and undermines 
democratic 
processes through 
marginalisation and 
exclusion. These 
and other impacts 
can combine to 
destabilise a nation

Fred M’membe (above)

‘ likely to have difficulty express-
ing themselves, even verbally. 
This can lead to anxiety, depres-
sion, or other issues that impact 
an overall quality of life.

The more able a person is to 
express themselves, the greater 
their confidence, their self-es-
teem, and their chance at living a 
happy, healthy life.

Comrades, let’s do all that we 
can to combat illiteracy. This is 
a humble and dignified task. The 
socialist character of our party 
will be enhanced through this 
humane effort that provides a 
lifetime opportunity to read and 
write to the masses of our people. 

I am proud of the tireless efforts 
put in by our literacy campaign 
team. I am equally humbled by 
the enthusiasm and effort exhib-
ited by the learners themselves. 
There is much to look forward to 
for mother Zambia.

More than 200 gradu-
ates received cer-
tificates after the first 
phase of the Fred 
M’membe Literacy and 
Agroecology Campaign 
in Lusaka, Eastern and 
Western Provinces, 
coordinated by the 
Socialist Party and 
Brazil’s Samora Machel 
Internationalist Brigade

SP first and second vice-presidents Cosmas Musheke Musumali (left) and Chris Ngenda Mwikisa
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FRED M’MEMBE LITERACY & AGROECOLOGY CAMPAIGN

The future starts with the alphabet

Literate women ‘strong agents of change’
A LITERACY campaign for women is one of our 
priorities as we participate in the process of moni-
toring and grading classes for the second phase 
of the Fred M’membe Literacy and Agroecology 
Campaign, writes a spokesperson for the Samora 
Machel Internationalist Brigade – Brazil’s Land-
less Workers’ Movement (MST).

The first phase of the campaign concluded on 
February 12 with an official graduation ceremony 
attended by around 200 students, the largest 
number of the campaign coordinated by MST’s 
Samora Machel Internationalist Brigade and Zam-
bia’s Socialist Party.

The activity marks the end of this first stage of 
the campaign in Lusaka Province, but altogether 
we aim to teach 2,000 rural and urban workers to 
read and write in English.

Socialist Party President Fred M’membe cham-
pions education as a fundamental human right, 
and literacy as a fundamental tool to end extreme 
poverty and gender inequality.

He described how the country’s young democ-
racy, which maintains a Zambian literacy rate of 
55.3 percent, struggles with illiteracy much more 
pronounced in women than in men.

“Literacy promotes gender equality. It is said 
that every literate woman marks a victory over 
poverty. They are already the most powerful 
agents of change, and that power is even greater 
when they can read. Literate women are more 
likely to adopt more preventive health measures 
and promote attitudinal changes around family 
planning,” Dr M’membe said.

“When citizens are literate, they are better able 
to follow policy and be informed about issues that 
interest them. They are also more likely to vote 
and find other ways to participate in the gover-
nance of their country.”

Moddy Nonde Chisha, a representative of the 
Women’s League of the Socialist Party, comment-
ed on the results of the campaign for women’s 
lives, describing it as a great achievement.

“We applaud the efforts of the Literacy and 
Agroecology Campaign which seeks to improve 
the living conditions of Zambian women. In a com-
plex and rapidly growing world, a woman needs 
to move with the changing times. Learning to read 
and write is liberating,” she said. 

Obviously, the campaign was not designed 
exclusively for women. However, there are several 
factors that currently place it in this frame of refer-
ence for access to education for Zambian women.

Elizabeth Conceição, MST activist and coordi-
nator of the Samora Machel Internationalist Bri-
gade, said the Lusaka graduation was historic and 
pointed to the need for continuity in the second 
phase this year.

“This is just the first step. All these women 

ure is slightly higher, thus increasing the disparity 
that holds women back in terms of economic 
progress and independence from men.

Among the main factors that translate this real-
ity is the lack of a totally public education system 
in the country. Currently, people who enter school 
complete the primary years of basic education 
at the expense of the state, up to the sixth or 
seventh grade, and are then forced to pay various 
fees and costs, which in practice makes it impos-
sible for a large part of the population to continue 
studying.

Then we have the infrastructure limits. In the 
vast majority of regions of the country, schools 
are very far from homes, which forces students to 
travel long distances.

It is also essential to take into account the sex-
ual division of labour. Data shows that Zambian 
women have an average of five to six children. In 
this scenario, many women are forced to drop out 
of school when they become mothers and take 
care of the house and children.

And last but not least, we have the issue of 
menstrual poverty, which in addition to affect-
ing mental health, affects education and widens 
social gender inequality.

Women drop out of school due to menstruation, 
especially in rural areas where access to basic 
products to maintain good hygiene during men-
struation is more difficult. And we are not just re-
ferring to the lack of money to buy sanitary pads. 
It is also related to the absence or precariousness 
of infrastructure in the environment where they 
live, such as bathrooms, water and sanitation.

Although menstrual hygiene has been a human 
right recognised by the United Nations since 2014, 
it is far from a reality in most countries.

In Brazil, where truancy due to menstrual 
poverty grows daily, one-in-four Brazilian teenag-
ers do not have access to tampons during their 
menstrual periods and almost 30 percent of 
young women have already stopped going to 
school because of this. In addition, 20 percent of 
Brazilian adolescents do not have treated water at 
home and 200,000 study in schools with unusable 
bathrooms, which makes it even more difficult to 
manage menstrual hygiene.

We are talking about the need for this right to 
be recognised in the public policies of countries, 
mainly in education and public health.

It is in this challenging scenario that the Fred 
M’membe Literacy and Agroecology Campaign 
has been developed in Zambia.

Started in May 2021 and carried out in three 
provinces, the challenges for the second phase 
this year will be greater since it is planned to 
expand the campaign to Copperbelt, Northern and 
Muchinga Provinces.

who now know how to read and write in English 
need to continue studying and learning in order to 
contribute to building a better Zambia for the en-
tire Zambian population, but especially for other 
women,” she said.

“It is our understanding that if our people can-
not read and write, if they cannot understand the 
causes of their oppression, they will not be able to 
fight their oppressors. To achieve social transfor-
mation and build a new society, we need literate 
people.”

From its inception, the campaign faced the 
challenge of educating Zambian women to read 
and write. This is because, of the more than 750 
million illiterate people in the world, more than 60 
percent of them are women.

In Zambia, according to data from the Zambia 
Demographic and Health Survey, women also 
have the lowest access to formal education in the 
country, with only 10 percent completing second-
ary education or higher, a difference of seven 
percent compared with men. In rural areas this fig-

Elizabeth Conceição, MST activist and coordinator of the Samora Machel Internationalist Brigade
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is grow-
ing, yet most news and 
analysis outside the country 
is produced by mainstream 
media from the global north. 
To provide access to Chinese 
perspectives, the Dongsheng 
Collective – researchers from 
various countries – offers a 
China digest of news. This is 
an edited selection.

Neutral over Ukraine
CHINA is holding a neutral position 
and and has abstained in the UN 
vote that condemned Russia for the 
Ukraine conflict. Beijing defends 
national sovereignty, while also 
criticising NATO expansion in the 
region and, in a call with Ukrainian 
counterpart Dymtro Kuleba, For-
eign Minister Wang Yi has assumed 
a mediating role, calling on both 
sides to negotiate an end to war, and 
securing the largest-ever evacuation 
of 2,300 Chinese.

Global Times

Gas plan in pipeline
AFTER Germany sanctioned the 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, Rus-
sian state-owned Gazprom has  
signed a contract to build the Soyuz 
Vostok, supplying gas to China. 
The new pipeline will pass through 
Mongolia and connect western and 
eastern Russian systems, redirect-
ing Europe-bound gas to Asia.

Bloomberg

The silver economy
CHINA has presented a five-year 
plan to promote healthy aging and 
develop a “silver economy”, which 
already generated US$855 billion 
by 2020. Measures include increas-
ing the number of beds for elderly 
care (8.2-9 million) by 2025 and en-
suring one social worker per 1,000 
elderly people. The country will 
also start raising the retirement age 
due to the high cost of pensions.

Caixin Global

High-flying income 
FOLLOWING on from the Gross 
National Income (GNI) reaching 
US$12,438 per capita in 2021, Chi-
na is now poised to become a “high 
income” country (US$12,695/
year). There is a nominal 20 per-
cent percent increase in GNI due 
to rapid economic recovery with 
pandemic control and a strong yuan 
performance against the dollar, but 
inequality is still a challenge: 20 
percent of the richest households 
have 10.3 times more income than 
the poorest 20 percent.

Nikkei Asia

Clean energy leader
CHINA has emerged as a global 
leader in a clean energy transition, 
accounting for 35 percent of total 
global investments (US$266 bil-
lion, 2021). The country has be-
come a leader in hydropower (30.1 
percent of global production), wind 
(28.4 percent), and solar (⅔) ac-
cording to 2019 data, and promises 
to raise its total installed capacity of 
wind and solar energy to more than 
1.2 billion kW by 2030.

China Power

Urbanisation slows
FOR the first time in 25 years, Chi-
na’s urbanisation rate has increased 
by less than 1 percent due to pan-
demic and economic challenges. 
Zero-Covid policy, layoffs, reduced 
wages, and the high cost of living 
are among the reasons the rate only 
grew by 0.83% last year, reaching 
64.72 percent. Fixed urban popula-
tion is 914.25 million (+12.05 mil-
lion) and migrant workers 384.67 
million (+8.85 million).

South China Morning Post

China demonisation a new 
sport at the 2022 Olympics
CONTRASTING the US 
and Western media coverage 
of the first day of the sum-
mer Olympics in Beijing in 
2008 with their coverage of 
the start of the Beijing Win-
ter Olympics in early Febru-
ary speaks volumes about 
the new political consensus 
that Washington is attempt-
ing to impose on news or-
ganisations.

In 2008, France 24, the French 
news service, reported that, “The 
British press was united in de-
claring the ceremony the best in 
Olympic history and a stunning 
display of China’s new-found 
confidence.”

The New York Times was almost 
gushing. The Times wrote on Au-
gust 8, 2008, “NBC is not provid-
ing television coverage of the spec-
tacular opening ceremony from the 
Bird’s Nest stadium in Beijing – in 
fact, you won’t be able to see it 
anywhere in the US until tonight. 
But you can follow all that happens 
here on the Times Olympic blog, 
LIVE, as it happens.”

Fourteen years later, US media 
coverage of the opening ceremony 
of the Winter Olympics was ac-
companied by a barrage of non-
stop political attacks against China 
by US commentators and the main-
stream media.

The attacks had a ritualistic 
and obligatory feel. Sadly, cover-
ing a sporting event in China now 
requires that the host country be 
endlessly bashed. The US “pivot to 
Asia” has descended into manda-
tory demonisation of China by US 
media personalities, news anchors 
and other opinion moulders. 

Rather than praise for the aes-
thetics of the opening ceremony of 

the 2022 Beijing Games, The New 
York Times headline heaped deri-
sive scorn on China: “In a provoca-
tive choice, China picks an athlete 
with a Uyghur name to help light 
the cauldron.”

Not be outdone, the Washington 
Post editorial headline for Febru-
ary 7 read, “Russia and China an-
nounce a bid to make the world 
safe for dictatorship” over a photo 
of Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping standing next to each other 
following their meeting in Beijing 
on February 4.

NBC News paid vast sums to 
cover the 2022 Winter Olympics 
but now that the demonisation 
campaign against China is in full 
swing the media giant had to weigh 
the political fallout it would face if 
it covered the event simply as a 
thrilling and drama-filled sports 
competition.

NBC clearly made its choice. 

Unlike in 2008, the opening cer-
emony included a repetitious po-
litical diatribe. “Throughout the 
opening ceremony, NBC turned to 
experts to explain the gravity of 
Western governments’ and human 
rights groups’ allegations against 
China for its treatment of ethnic 
minorities,” wrote Reuters on Feb-
ruary 4.

NBC host Savannah Guthrie de-
nounced China because Dinigeer 
Yilamujiang, a hugely talented 
Uygur cross-country skier, was 
chosen to help light the Olympic 
cauldron in the opening ceremony. 
Guthrie called the inclusion of this 
Uyghur athlete a “stunning deci-
sion” by the Chinese government. 

Professor Ken Hammond, a 
highly regarded scholar on China, 
who teaches at New Mexico State 
University, responded to Guthrie: 
“For its enemies, China can do 
nothing right. If there had been 
no Uygur visible at the opening of 

the Games that would have been 
taken as a sign of its oppression 
and exclusion. Honouring a Uygur 
woman as one of the torch lighters 
has to be spun as a ‘cynical ploy’. 
But who are the real cynics, the 
hypocrites who perpetuate poverty, 
racism and never-ending margin-
alisation of indigenous peoples in 
America?”

While the difference in the tone 
and tenor of the US coverage of 
the 2008 and 2022 Games is un-
mistakable, the biggest question 
might be why.

What accounts for such a dra-
matic change? What caused the 
shift from generally “friendly” re-
porting to unconcealed animus and 
hostility? Did China change? Did 
China adopt a new foreign policy 
based on hostility toward the US or 
its allies? Did it invade other coun-
tries? These questions, of course, 
sound almost rhetorical in their 
asking.

China has not reoriented its core 
policies and practices since 2008, 
but it has continued on its path of 
peaceful development. China is 
stronger today. It has continued to 
develop.

The switch from “friendly” cov-
erage to blanketed hostility is the 
result of a big change inside the 
United States. A consensus posi-
tion developed in the US foreign 
policy establishment that China’s 
forward progress, using its own 
development model, poses an exis-
tential threat to the US position as 
the dominant or sole superpower in 
world affairs.

Although China rejects the con-
cept of superpower status for some 
states, including itself, the very fact 
of its continued economic develop-
ment and its leadership in coopera-
tive initiatives such as the Belt and 
Road Initiative is interpreted as a 
grave threat by the new Washing-
ton consensus position.

It is noteworthy that this con-
sensus was adopted without any 
meaningful debate either in Con-
gress or the media. It now presents 
itself not as a topic to be discussed 
or debated but as an article of faith. 
Mainstream media outlets are re-
quired to reflect and reinforce the 
consensus.

Unfortunately for the Ameri-
can people who had tuned into the 
Olympics to watch the splendour 
of the opening ceremony and the 
performances of the most talented 
athletes in the world, the media 
coverage required them to first en-
dure the full menu of anti-China 
propaganda dished up by news 
organisations that have agreed to 
function as an echo chamber for 
State Department talking points.
l The author is the Executive Di-
rector of the ANSWER Coalition 
in Washington D.C. ANSWER 
stands for Act Now to Stop War & 
End Racism.

Liberation

IN THE run-up to the Beijing Winter Olympics 
China accused the United States of violating 
the Olympic spirit by announcing an American 
diplomatic boycott amid a bitter feud over the 
Biden administration’s decision not to send of-
ficials over “human rights concerns”.

The US was attempting to interfere with the 
Beijing Winter Olympics “out of ideological 
prejudice and based on lies and rumours”, For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said.

“The boycott seriously violates the principle 
of political neutrality of sport established by the 
Olympic Charter and runs counter to the Olym-
pic motto ‘more united,’” Zhao said.

He vowed that China would respond with 
“resolute countermeasures”, but offered no de-
tails. “The US will pay a price for its practices,” 
he said.

White House press secretary Jen Psaki had 
told reporters that the administration would 
fully support US athletes competing at the 
games but wouldn’t dispatch US diplomats or 
officials to attend.

The diplomatic boycott came as the US chose 

to focus on trade and conflicts over Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, the South China Sea as well as the 
alleged treatment of ethnic minorities.

Zhao called on the US to “stop politicising 
sport” and actions designed to undermine the 
Winter Olympics, “otherwise it will undermine 
the dialogue and cooperation between the two 
countries in a series of important areas and 
international issues”.

The Chinese Embassy in Washington tweeted 
that politicians calling for a boycott were “doing 
so for their own political interests and postur-
ing”.

The ruling Communist Party’s Central Com-
mission for Discipline Inspection issued a 
response on its website headlined “The Spirit of 
the Olympic Charter Cannot be Tarnished”.

“Some Western anti-China politicians” have 
shown a “defensive Cold War mentality aimed 
at politicising sport”, the article said, calling 
it a “clear violation of the Olympic spirit and a 
challenge to all people who love the Olympic 
movement”.

Associated Press

US attitude ‘ideological prejudice’
Brian Becker

The attacks
had a ritualistic 

and obligatory feel. 
Sadly, covering 
a sporting event 
in China now 
requires that the 
host country be 
endlessly bashed 

‘
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Capitalists pretend that COVID is
‘endemic’ and hope it’ll go away
Revolutionary approach 
to the virus is required

THIS MONTH marks two 
years since the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) offi-
cially declared COVID-19 a 
global pandemic. This grim 
milestone is reached as the 
spread of the Omicron vari-
ant has propelled a sharp rise 
in infections, hospitalisations 
and deaths throughout the 
world.

In just the first six weeks of 
2022, there have been more than 
100 million reported cases of CO-
VID-19 globally, nearly half the 
number of reported cases in all of 
2021. More than 350,000 people 
have died. If this rate continues 
through the remainder of the 
year, more than 3 million people 
will die from the coronavirus in 
2022, compared with 2.5 million 
in 2021 and just over 2 million 
in 2020. And this is according to 
official figures, which far under-
state the reality of infections and 
deaths.

In the United States, which re-
mains the epicentre of the pan-
demic, more than 2,600 people are 
dying every day, according to the 
BNO tracker’s seven-day average, 
a level that is higher than all but 
a few weeks during the winter of 
2020-2021. Hospitals throughout 
much of the country remain over-
whelmed. While daily reported cas-
es have fallen from their Omicron 
peak in mid-January, they are still 
higher than at any other point since 
January 2021.

The state of the pandemic in its 
third year raises critical questions of 
perspective in combatting the virus.

Just over six months ago, prior 
to the emergence of the Omicron 
variant, the World Socialist Web 
Site published a statement outlin-
ing the three basic strategies that 
have been advanced in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic: “herd 
immunity,” mitigation and elimina-
tion-eradication.

The first strategy, “herd immu-
nity”, we explained, is “the bogus 
claim that the rapid spread of the 
virus among the younger and har-
dier sections of the population will 
create a human shield around the 
most vulnerable”. According to the 
proponents of “herd immunity,” 
infection is to be encouraged, as it 
creates immunity in the population 
and will eventually bring the virus 
under control.

This programme of deliberate 
mass infection was implemented 
most aggressively in the US under 
the Donald Trump, in Brazil under 
Jair Bolsonaro and in the UK under 
Boris Johnson. The catastrophic 
loss of life over the past two years 
in these countries – led by the US, 
with more than 900,000 dead – has 
exposed the “herd immunity” strat-
egy as a homicidal and criminally 
insane policy of mass death.

The second strategy, “mitiga-
tion”, we wrote, proposes “an 
amorphous collection of measures 
that tries to negotiate between the 
realities of the virus and the finan-

cial interests of the ruling elites”. 
The mitigationists argued that the 
virus can be contained and the pan-
demic brought to an end through 
masking, social distancing, testing, 
vaccination and other measures. 
As one variant of the mitigation 
strategy, the statement pointed to 
the US President Joe Biden admin-
istration’s claim that the pandemic 
could be ended through vaccination 
and masking alone.

The emergence of the Omicron 
variant, however, has been used by 
the political establishment of all the 
major capitalist countries to justify 
abandoning any pretense of a policy 
even of mitigation. This has been 
done under the pretext that Omi-
cron is “mild”, that the infection of 
tens of millions of people is increas-
ing population immunity and, most 
recently, that it has led to a situation 
where COVID-19 is “endemic” – a 
term that is used widely without any 
scientific basis.

In Sweden, the home of the “herd 
immunity” strategy (“Swedish 
Model”), the few remaining pan-
demic restrictions were scrapped 
recently, and even most testing for 
COVID-19 has ended. On the same 
day. The UK government of Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson also an-
nounced that laws requiring infect-
ed individuals to self-isolate would 
be lifted.

Critical
The government of Denmark 

announced last month that it was 
no longer treating COVID-19 as a 
“societally critical” disease, despite 
the fact that, driven by the more 
dangerous strain of Omicron, BA.2, 
new cases in Denmark are far above 
their previous records, and average 
daily deaths are rapidly approach-
ing the peak from early 2021. Italy 
and Spain are ending outdoor mask 
mandates, and Switzerland is re-
moving vaccine requirements.

In the United States, Democratic 
state governors, under the guid-
ance of the Biden administration, 
are ending mask requirements 
in schools and other regulations, 
bringing their policy into line with 
what has already been in place in 
most Republican-controlled states. 
California’s Democratic Governor 
Gavin Newsom said the state would 
transition to an “endemic” strategy, 
by which he means that COVID-19 
will now be treated like the com-
mon cold or flu.

As a component part of ending 
restrictions, the US and other coun-
tries are moving toward ending 
or undermining reporting mecha-
nisms that allow for an accurate 
tracking of cases and deaths.

To justify a position that no fur-
ther measures are required to con-
tain viral transmission, the corpo-
rate media now regularly publishes 
articles asserting that COVID-19 
has become “endemic”. Such asser-
tions have absolutely nothing to do 
with scientific fact, let alone public 
health.

Writing in Nature magazine, 
infectious disease expert Aris Kat-
zourakis, a professor of zoology at 
Oxford University, noted that “the 
word ‘endemic’ has become one of 
the most misused of the pandemic”. 
Not only is an endemic infection 

one in which overall case rates are 
static and predictable – which is 
clearly not the case with COVID-19 
– determining that a virus is endem-
ic has nothing to do with declaring 
that the danger has passed.

“A disease can be endemic and 
both widespread and deadly,” Kat-
zourakis wrote. “Malaria [which is 
considered endemic] killed more 
than 600,000 people in 2020. Ten 
million fell ill with tuberculosis that 
same year and 1.5 million died. En-
demic certainly does not mean that 
evolution has somehow tamed a 
pathogen so that life simply returns 
to ‘normal’.”

The proponents of the “let it rip,” 
“new normal” and “endemic” strat-
egy ignore certain basic facts: that 
the global death toll is close to its 
highest level on record and rising 
sharply; that while Omicron may be 
less severe for many of those who 
are vaccinated, it is still a serious 
and deadly illness, particularly for 
the elderly and immunocompro-
mised; that much of the world’s 
population is still unvaccinated, 
including most children; and that, 
so long as viral transmission con-
tinues, there is a perpetual evolu-
tionary pressure for the emergence 
of new, more virulent and vaccine-
resistant variants.

Underscoring the latter point, the 
World Health Organisation’s chief 
scientist, Soumya Swaminathan, 
warned: “We have seen the virus 
evolve, mutate … so we know there 

will be more variants, more variants 
of concern, so we are not at the end 
of the pandemic.”

Finally, none of the new propo-
nents of mass infection acknowl-
edge the still little understood long-
term consequences of contracting 
the virus. A report in Science found 
that individuals infected with CO-
VID-19 – even if they were not 
hospitalised – had, one year later, a 
substantially increased risk of heart 
and vessel maladies, including 
heart attacks, strokes and cardiac 
arrest. Eric Topol, a cardiologist at 
Scripps Research, called the find-
ings “stunning … if anybody ever 
thought that COVID was like the 

flu this should be one of the most 
powerful data sets to point out it’s 
not.”

How many additional people will 
die from heart disease and other 
consequences of long COVID over 
the coming years when millions of 
people are contracting the virus ev-
ery single day?

There is little historical precedent 
for such a situation. In the face of 
mass infection and death, the repre-
sentatives of all the major capital-
ist countries are simply declaring: 
“Enough! This is the ‘new normal’. 
Accept it. Get back to work, get 
back to school, stop complaining.”

The open and unabashed em-
brace of mass infection by all the 
major governments has no doubt 
shocked many principled scien-
tists and epidemiologists, includ-
ing those who advocated for strong 
mitigation measures.

The basic fallacy in their ap-
proach has been to treat the pan-
demic primarily as a medical issue. 
The collapse of the mitigation strat-
egy, however, exposes in the most 
direct way that the fight against the 
pandemic is a class question, which 
can be resolved only through the 
methods of social struggle.

The catastrophic pandemic 
policy throughout the past two 
years has not been the product of 
mistakes. The pandemic was used 
by the ruling class to hand out tril-
lions of dollars to the markets, all of 
which must be paid for through the 

exploitation of workers who have to 
be back on the job. The necessary 
measures that could and still can be 
implemented to stop the pandemic 
have been rejected because they cut 
across this social and economic im-
perative.

Explaining the bankruptcy of 
the mitigationist policy, the WSWS 
wrote last August:

Mitigation is to epidemiology 
what reformism is to capitalist poli-
tics. Just as the reformist harbours 
the hope that gradual and piecemeal 
reforms will, over time, lessen and 
ameliorate the evils of the profit 
system, the mitigationists nourish 
the delusion that COVID-19 will 
eventually evolve into something 
no more harmful than the common 
cold. This is a pipe dream totally 
divorced from the science of the 
pandemic.

As it is impossible to “negotiate 
with the virus”, so it is impossible 
to “negotiate” with the ruling class. 
On the part of the Biden adminis-
tration, the pretence of attempting 
to “reform” the pandemic through 
mitigationist measures has col-
lapsed along with the pretence that 
it would implement a policy of so-
cial reform in general. Its effective 
embrace of “herd immunity” is of 
a piece with its programme of war 
and reaction. They are different ex-
pressions of the same class interests 
– the interests of the corporate and 
financial oligarchy.

Weapon

As the WSWS has insisted, the 
alternative to “herd immunity” 
is not mitigation but elimination-
eradication, which, we explained 
in August, “entails the universal 
deployment of every weapon in 
the arsenal of measures to combat 
COVID-19, coordinated on a global 
scale, to stamp out the virus once 
and for all.” Mitigation measures 
are necessary, but the pandemic 
can be brought to an end only to the 
extent that they are combined with 
a broader global strategy aimed at 
eliminating the virus.

All claims that such a policy is 
impossible and unviable are refuted 
both by historical experience– in-
cluding the successful eradication 
of smallpox – and the example of 
China. China, the most populous 
country in the world, has shown 
that it is possible to contain CO-
VID-19 through a Zero COVID 
policy, utilising the methods that 
have long been employed as part 
of basic public health policy. The 
implementation of a strategy of 
global elimination, however, must 
be rooted in the working class. The 
experience of the past two years has 
produced an enormous wellspring 
of social anger among millions of 
workers throughout the world. This 
is now intersecting with growing 
opposition to inequality, exploita-
tion and the massive social and 
economic dislocation that has been 
produced by the ruling class’s re-
sponse to the pandemic.

In the third year of the pandemic, 
the fight for the global elimination 
of COVID-19 must be connected 
to a mass social, political and revo-
lutionary movement of the work-
ing class, which has as its aim the 
complete restructuring of social 
and economic life. At its most fun-
damental level, the pandemic has 
exposed the bankruptcy of capital-
ism and, therefore, the necessity for 
socialism. 

wsws.org

Joseph Kishore

The basic fallacy
in their approach 

has been to treat the 
pandemic primarily 
as a medical issue. 
The collapse of the 
mitigation strategy, 
however, exposes in 
the most direct way 
that the fight against 
the pandemic is a 
class question, which 
can be resolved only 
through the methods 
of social struggle

‘
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Darkness
eclipses
the light of
freedom
Political prisoners held 
for exercising rights
Vijay Prashad

FOR MORE than a decade, 
Alaa Abd el-Fattah has been 
in and out of Egypt’s pris-
ons, never free of the harass-
ment of the military state ap-
paratus.

In 2011, during the high point 
of the revolution, Alaa emerged 
as an important voice of his gen-
eration and since then has been 
a steady moral compass despite 
his country’s attempts to suffo-
cate his voice.

On January 25, 2014, to com-
memorate the third anniversary of 
the overthrow of Hosni Mubarak’s 
government, Alaa and the poet 
Ahmed Douma wrote a mov-
ing epistle from their dungeon in 
Tora Prison, Cairo. This prison, 
which houses Alaa and other po-
litical prisoners, is not far from the 
beautiful Nile and – depending on 
Cairo’s traffic – not too far from 
the Garden City office of Mada 
Masr, where the epistle was pub-
lished. In cities such as Cairo, the 
prisons where political prisoners 
are tortured are often located in 
quite ordinary neighbourhoods.

“Who said we were unequalled? 
Or that we’re an enchanted gen-
eration?” wrote Douma and Alaa, 
reflecting on the idea that the 2011 
uprising was somehow exception-
al. “We’re human,” they wrote, 
“But in the dark we wish for light.”

The Arabic Network for Human 
Rights Information estimates that 
there have been 65,000 political 
prisoners in Egypt since the 2013 
takeover of the state by President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. Alaa is being 
held on a number of charges, but 
most of them stem from a frivo-
lous and malicious accusation that 
he organised a protest that lasted 
for about 15 minutes; for those 15 
minutes he has been imprisoned 
for much of the past decade.

How many sensitive people 
across the world are being held 
in prisons, charged with ridicu-
lous indictments? The reports that 
swim across the internet – many 
of them from human rights groups 
based in the West – are not com-
pletely credible since they ignore 
or downplay the record of Western 
governments and pro-Western re-
gimes.

The United States govern-
ment, for example, denies that 
it holds any political prisoners 
despite the fact that there are in-
ternational campaigns to free 
people such as Alvaro Luna Her-
nandez (La Raza), the Holy Land 
Five, Leonard Peltier (American 
Indian Movement), Marius Man-
son (Earth Liberation Front), Mu-

mia Abu-Jamal (MOVE), and Mu-
tulu Shakur (Black Liberation 
Army).

“These people are held with-
out just cause, often because they 
peacefully exercised their human 
rights – like freedom of expres-
sion – or defended the rights of 
others. They may have organised 
an opposition party. Reported on 
abuse and corruption. Taken part 
in a peaceful protest.” These are 
the words of US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken from December 7 
last year. In a stroke of irony, his 
words apply to dissidents inside 
the United States as well as to 
dissidents from US allies, such as 
Saudi Arabia and Colombia.

On December 20, less than two 
weeks after Blinken made these 
remarks, Egypt’s State Security 
Court sentenced Alaa to another 
five years in prison along with 
Mohamed al-Baqer and Mohamed 
“Oxygen” Ibrahim, who were sen-
tenced to four years each.

Verdicts
At that time, US State De-

partment spokesperson Ned 
Price said in his weekly remarks 
that the US was “disappointed” 
by these verdicts. A few weeks 
later, Ahmed Hafez, spokesperson 
for the Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
responded by saying, “It is inap-
propriate to comment or touch on 
Egyptian court rulings.” That was 
the end of that.

Each year, the US govern-
ment provides Egypt with US$1.4 
billion in aid, most of it for the mil-
itary; each year, the US makes a 
big fuss of withholding a little 
more than US$100 million of this 
money on the grounds of defending 
human rights, although the money 
is later released to Egypt on the ba-
sis of “national security”. There is 
a lot of huff and puff about “human 
rights”, but no real concern for the 
throttling of democratic processes 
within the country. “In the dark,” 
Douma and Alaa write, “We wish 
for light.” But in the dark, arms 
deals and “national security” set 
aside considerations of democracy 
and human rights.

The Arab Spring, the centre of 
which was the stone slab in Tah-
rir Square, lies in ruins. Tunisia, 
where the entire process began, 
struggles with a government that 
has suspended its democratic insti-
tutions in the hope of tackling the 
social crisis that predates the CO-
VID-19 pandemic but has been ex-
acerbated by it. On January 14 this 
year, the anniversary of the over-
throw of President Zine el-Abidine 
Ben Ali in 2011, the Workers’ Par-
ty of Tunisia led a march from Tu-
nis’ Republic Square to the Central 

Bank with the slogan, “No popu-
lism, no fundamentalism, no reac-
tionaries”. They opposed the old 
regime of Ben Ali, the Islamists, 
and now the “populist” presidency 
of Kais Saied.

The Workers’ Party made the 
point that the economic crisis, 
which was exacerbated by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and 
that provoked the 2011 revolution, 
remains unaddressed. The United 
Nations has also expressed its 
concern about the use of internal 
security forces in Tunisia to crack 
down on basic political rights.

In Morocco, the situation is 
dire. The political regime cen-
tred around King Mohamed VI is 
called the Makhzen (a term that 
means “warehouse”, referring to 
the place where the king’s subor-
dinates would be paid). The king 
is worth between US$2.1 billion 
and $8 billion in a country where 
nearly one in five people live be-

low the poverty line and where 
social distress has increased during 
the pandemic.

In 2015, after the February 20 
movement had shaken up society 
in 2011, I visited the Rabat office 
of the Moroccan Association for 
Human Rights and heard a realis-
tic briefing about the lack of basic 
political freedoms in the country. 
Like brave human rights advocates 
in other countries, the Moroccans I 
met listed the names of people who 
had been unjustly arrested and laid 

out a picture of the difficulty of 
building “a state of truth and law” 
in the country.

At the time, I heard about the 
case of Naâma Asfari, who had 
been detained in 2010 and was 
serving a 30-year sentence for his 
activism over the occupation of 
Western Sahara. His case and that 
of Khatri Dadda, a young Sahrawi 
journalist arrested in 2019 and sen-
tenced to 20 years, caught the eye 
of Mary Lawlor, the UN’s special 
rapporteur on the situation of hu-
man rights defenders.

In July 2021, Lawlor said, “Not 
only do human rights defenders 
working on issues related to human 
rights in Morocco and Western 
Sahara continue to be wrongfully 
criminalised for their legitimate 
activities, they receive dispropor-
tionately long prison sentences 
and, whilst imprisoned they are 
subjected to cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment and torture.”

Pictures of these two men and 
countless others are often found 
in the offices of human rights or-
ganisations and lawyers who work 
tirelessly on their behalf. These are 
people like Alaa and their com-
rades in similar struggles as far 
away as Colombia and India.

During the past few years, the 
Makhzen has tried to strangle Mo-
rocco’s main party of the left, the 
Democratic Way. It has repressed 
and defamed Democratic Way ac-
tivists who try to organise in pub-
lic, and it is preventing the party 
from using public premises to hold 
its 5th Congress this year. Despite 
the obstacles, Democratic Way ac-
tivists have started the new year 
by calling for a united struggle of 
popular forces and has demanded 
that freedoms and human rights be 
respected and that political prison-
ers be released, including members 
of the Rif Movement, which has 
mobilised hundreds of thousands 
of people to demand social rights 
and justice after a fish vendor was 
killed by a city trash compactor in 
2016. The Democratic Way also 
opposes the repressive Makhzen 
and supports the self-determina-
tion of the Sahrawi people.

Since 1975, the Moroccan state 
has annexed Western Sahara, but it 
has little legal basis for the occupa-
tion. In August 2020, the US gov-
ernment inked the Abraham Ac-
cords, which meant that Morocco 
and the United Arab Emirates rec-
ognised Israel (and effectively the 
permanent occupation of Palestine) 
in exchange for arms deals and US 
recognition of Morocco’s seizure 
of Western Sahara. The Polisario 
Front (the Sahrawi people’s lib-
eration movement) opposed these 
accords as tensions grew along 
the Morocco-Algeria border. The 
Democratic Way also took a cou-
rageous stand against the accords 
that earned it increased repression 
from the Makhzen.

Violation
Reporters Without Borders 

ranks Morocco as 136 out of the 
180 countries on its 2021 World 
Press Freedom Index. One of the 
reasons for this poor measure is 
the violation of the freedom of ex-
pression of Moroccan journalists 
and writers like Omar Radi, Maati 
Monjib, Hicham Mansouri, and 
Abdel-Samad Ait Ayyash. Fatima 
al-Afriqi wrote powerfully about 
the threats that she faced: “The 
message received, O guards with 
your machine guns behind sand-
bags of memories and dreams of 
my skull … I understood you who 
inspect my weaknesses and possi-
ble mistakes. I raise the white flag 
and declare by defeat, and I will 
withdraw from the battlefield.” She 
continues her brave vigil.

Omar Radi, like Alaa, sits in his 
cell in Oukacha Prison in Casa-
blanca. He sends us a message: 
“Tyranny is not destiny; freedom 
has to be achieved, even if it takes 
a long time. Besides, if my time 
has come to pay the price on behalf 
of this wretched new generation, 
which was born before the Old and 
the so-called New Regime, then I 
am ready to pay it with all cour-
age, and I will go to my fate with a 
calm, smiling heart with a relaxed 
conscience.”

Omar, Alaa, Fatima, Ahmed, and 
other political prisoners around the 
world will not go to their fate. We 
will stand up beside them. We are 
here. As long as we are alive, we 
will stand.

Tricontinental

Political prisoners
around the world 

will not go to their 
fate. We will stand 
up beside them. We 
are here. As long as 
we are alive, we will 
stand
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Images of freedom and repres-
sion: Carelle Homsy (Egypt), 
Liberté Egypte, 2009 (left). 
Slimen El Kamel (Tunisia), 
Wolves, 2016 (below)
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The ‘silent crisis’ that is undoing 
years of progress in education
The United Nations 
reports that more than 
1.5 billion youngsters 
across the planet have 
been affected by school 
and university closures 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. At least one 
billion school children 
are at risk of falling 
behind in their studies, 
writes Vijay Prashad 

IN OCTOBER last year, 
the United Nations Eco-
nomic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) held a seminar on 
the pandemic and education 
systems.

Strikingly, 99 percent of the 
students in the region spent an 
entire academic year with total 
or partial interruption of face-
to-face classes, while more than 
600,000 children struggled with 
the loss of their caregivers due 
to the pandemic. It is further es-
timated that the crisis could force 
3.1 million children and youth 
to drop out of school, and force 
more than 300,000 to go to work.

At the seminar, Alicia Bárcena, 
the executive secretary of ECLAC, 
said the combination of the pan-
demic, economic turbulence in the 
region, and the setbacks in educa-
tion have caused “a silent crisis”. 
The situation around the world is 
equally dire, with the phrase “silent 
crisis” perhaps in need of a more 
global application.

The United Nations notes that, 
“more than 1.5 billion students and 
youth across the planet are or have 
been affected by school and univer-
sity closures due to the COVID-19 
pandemic” and at least one billion 
schoolchildren are at risk of fall-
ing behind in their studies.

“Those in poorer households,” 
the UN said, “do not have internet 
access, personal computers, TVs 
or even radios at home, amplify-
ing the effects of existing learning 
inequalities”.

Close to one third of all chil-
dren – at least 463 million – do not 
have any access to technologies 
for remote education; three out of 
four of these children come from 
rural areas, most of them from the 
very poorest households. Because 
of the school closures during the 
lockdowns and the lack of infra-
structure for online learning, many 
children “face the risk of never re-
turning to school, undoing years of 
progress made in education around 
the world”.

In 2015, the 193 member states 
of the United Nations agreed to 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, setting 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) to 
be met within 15 years. The entire 
SDG process, which began as the 
Millennium Development Goals to 
reduce poverty in 2000, had wide-
spread consensus.

The fourth SDG is to, “ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality edu-
cation and promote lifelong learn-
ing opportunities for all”. As part 
of the process to advance this goal, 
the UN and World Bank jointly de-

veloped a concept called “learning 
poverty”, defined as “being unable 
to read and understand a simple text 
by age 10”. The “learning poverty” 
measure applies to 53 percent of 
children in low and middle-income 
countries and up to 80 percent of 
children in poor countries.

Before the pandemic, it was 
clear that by 2030 the SDG aspira-
tions would not have been met for 
43 percent of the world’s children.

Minimum
The United Nations now re-

ports that in 2020 an additional 
101 million or 9 percent of children 
in classes one to eight “fell be-
low minimum reading proficiency 
levels” and that the pandemic has 
“wiped out the education gains 
achieved over the past 20 years”. It 
is now universally recognised that 
the fourth SDG will be unrealisable 
for a very long time.

The UN and World Bank have 
sounded the alarm that this “silent 
crisis” will have a devastating im-
pact on the economic future of stu-
dents. They estimate that “this gen-

eration of children now risks losing 
US$17 trillion in lifetime earnings 
in present value, or about 14 per-
cent of today’s global GDP, be-
cause of COVID-19 related school 
closures and economic shocks”. 
Not only are the students going to 
lose trillions of dollars in lifetime 
earnings, but they are also going to 
be deprived of social, cultural, and 
intellectual wisdom and skills vital 
to the advancement of humanity.

Already, education institutions 
from the early years into college 
emphasise the commercialisation 
of education. The decline of basic 
training in the humanities has be-
come a global problem, depriving 
the world’s population of a ground-
ing in history, sociology, literature, 
and the arts, which create a richer 
understanding of what it means to 
live in a society and to be a citizen 
of the world. This kind of education 
is an antidote to the toxic forms of 
jingoism and xenophobia that have 
us goose-stepping our way to anni-
hilation and extinction.

Cultural institutions are in 
the deepest of trouble in the “si-
lent crisis”. A UNESCO study 

on the impact of the pandemic 
on 104,000 museums around the 
world found that almost half these 
institutions experienced a sig-
nificant reduction in public fund-
ing in 2020, with limited gains 
the following year. Partly due to 
lockdowns and partly due to the 
funding problems, attendance at 
the world’s most popular art mu-
seums declined by 77 percent in 
2020. In addition to the pandemic, 
the rise of platform capitalism – 
economic activity that is rooted 
in internet-based platforms – has 
accelerated the privatisation of 
cultural consumption, with public 
forms of cultural exposure through 
public education, public museums 
and galleries, and public concerts 
unable to keep pace with Netflix 
and Spotify. That only 29 percent 
of the people in sub-Saharan Af-
rica have internet access makes the 
inequities of cultural life an even 
more pressing concern.

The way teachers have been 
treated during the pandemic illus-
trates the low level of importance 
given to this crucial job and edu-
cation more broadly in our global 

society. Only in 19 countries were 
teachers placed in the first priority 
group with frontline workers to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccine.

Over the course of the past few 
weeks, this newsletter has high-
lighted A Plan to Save the Planet, 
which we developed alongside 26 
research institutes from around the 
world under the leadership of the 
Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples 
of Our America – People’s Trade 
Treaty (ALBA-TCP).

Framework
We will continue to point to that 

text because it significantly chal-
lenges the status quo view of how 
we need to proceed in our shared 
global struggles. When it comes 
to education, for instance, we are 
building our framework for the 
planet based on the needs of teach-
ers and students and not centrally 
on the GDP or the value of money. 
On education, we have a list of 11 
demands – not comprehensive, but 
suggestive.

Please read the plan carefully. 
We look forward to your interven-

tions, which we hope you will send 
to us at plan@thetricontinental.
org. If you find these ideas use-
ful, please circulate them widely. 
If you wonder about how we pro-
pose to finance them, please have 
a look at the full plan (there is, by 
the way, at least US$37 trillion cur-
rently sitting in illicit tax havens).

In Honduras, steps are being 
taken in this direction. On Janu-
ary 27, President Xiomara Castro 
took the reins, becoming the first 
female head of government in the 
country’s history. She immediately 
pledged to give free electricity to 
more than one million of the nearly 
ten million people in Honduras. 
This will enhance the ability of the 
poorest Hondurans to expand their 
cultural horizons and increase the 
chances of children being able to 
participate in online learning dur-
ing the pandemic.

l The 11 demands on education 
and A Plan to Save the Planet can 
be found here: thetricontinental.
org/dossier-48-plan-to-save-the-
planet/

Tricontinental

Girls struggle with school return after COVID-19 
AS CHILDREN in the global north head 
back to school, teachers across Asia, Af-
rica and Latin America say many girls in 
their classes are struggling to return due 
to increases in early marriage, pregnancy 
and unpaid care work during COVID-19 
lockdowns.

ActionAid surveyed 130 teachers from 
14 countries who work in communities 
where livelihoods have been lost during 
the pandemic and where girls are being 
hardest hit by school closures.

The survey provides a snapshot of 
teachers’ concerns for a generation of 
school children:  
l Around three in five teachers surveyed 
said a higher drop-out rate for girls (59 
percent) and poorer children (62 percent) 
would be a long-term impact of the pan-
demic.  
l Nearly half were concerned about 
increases in early pregnancy (41 percent) 
and early marriage (45 percent) due to the 
COVID-19 crisis. More than a third (35 per-
cent) were worried about rising hunger.

l Teachers said some of the biggest 
issues preventing girls from returning to 
school were parents unable to afford the 
cost (62 percent), unpaid care work (59 
percent), child labour (51 percent) and 
early marriage (52 percent).
l Most schools (81 percent) made some 
provision for distance learning, but 76 
percent of teachers said that less than 
half of their pupils were able to keep up 
with their lessons.

Husein Goohe, a headteacher at a 
school in Gabiley district, Somaliland, 
said just 13 pupils – all of them boys – 
returned to his school after it reopened, 
down from 119 before COVID-19. He said 
all 50 girls at the school were unable to 
return, mainly due to early marriage af-
fecting children as young as 12.

“I felt desperate when I saw the major-
ity of the pupils not returning to school to 
continue their learning and invest in the 
future of the community,” he said. “The 
future of the children will be darker. I fear 
they will work in casual labour as their 

parents do and will struggle to survive.”
David Archer, Head of Public Services 

at ActionAid, said: “Education can act 
as a powerful equalising force. But the 
COVID-19 crisis risks deepening existing 
inequalities by preventing more girls, 
disabled children and pupils from poorer 
backgrounds completing their studies.

“Our survey provides a snapshot of 
teachers’ fears for a generation’s future, 
as the poorest and most marginalised 
children are hardest hit by school 
closures and the economic impacts of 
coronavirus.

“But declining progress on global 
education goals isn’t inevitable. Build-
ing back better after COVID-19, means 
actively addressing the barriers facing 
girls and disabled children, and allocat-
ing budget to addressing inequalities in 
education.”  

ActionAid’s call to action on sustain-
able financing for education post-COVID, 
supported by 190 organisations, including 
Save the Children, Oxfam and the Malala 

Fund, sets out 10 steps to transform edu-
cation and make the pandemic a turning 
point to increase equality and inclusion.

Urgent debt relief is essential to enable 
governments to immediately invest in 
health and education. Currently, countries 
featured in the survey, including Bangla-
desh and Mozambique, are spending far 
more on external debt servicing than they 
are on health, Kenya is spending three 
times as much. Malawi spends 80 percent 
of its combined health and education 
budget on debt repayments.

ActionAid says G20 leaders, interna-
tional financial institutions, like the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), and private sector lenders must 
commit to extend a moratorium on debt 
payments to all developing countries 
in need, at least through to the end of 
2022. Longer term, the system for debt 
restructuring must be reformed so that no 
country is spending more on debt servic-
ing than on education or health.

ActionAid
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