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Unemployment
is undermining
human dignity
SP jobs plan involves education, health and agriculture

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party president

THINGS ARE not easy for 
the great majority of our peo-
ple. Unemployment remains 
a very thorny issue in Zam-
bia today. It is an extremely 
serious problem such that 
wherever we go this subject 
always comes up.

One of the main reasons for 
our very high rates of poverty 
is the failure of the economy to 
provide sufficient jobs. In order 
to derive a benefit from an econ-
omy, people must be able to par-
ticipate in it; and for most people, 
the primary means of economic 
participation is through work.

Unemployment undermines hu-
man dignity. It is a terrible frustra-
tion and humiliation for a parent to 
be unable to provide for the family 
due to unemployment. 

It is equally demoralising for 
young people to find there’s no 
work waiting for them when they 
leave school, college or university. 
But we cannot abandon our moral 
responsibilities, even when it is 
difficult to fulfil them.

Much more needs to be said and 
to be done if we are to meet ef-
fectively the massive problems of 
human suffering in Zambia today. 
Unemployment is not an inevi-
table and necessary part of human 
life. Unemployment is ultimately 
a product of human decisions and 
can be eradicated by human deci-
sions.

The Socialist Party (SP) job-cre-
ation strategy is centred around the 
three pillars of its social and politi-
cal programme; education, health 
and peasant agriculture. Under the 
SP government, schools will not be 
run the way they currently are.

Education will be a major un-
dertaking in this country and will 
be allocated not less than 25 per 
cent of the national budget. Under 

l Turn to Page 2

Venezuela hosts Zambian medical students
SIXTEEN Socialist Party youngsters are 
currently studying in Venezuela through a 
scholarship programme at the Latin Ameri-
can School of Medicine – a school initiated 
under the leadership of Hugo Chávez and 
Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel Castro 
– together with students from Palestine, 
Ghana, Brazil and beyond.

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe 
said, “The students have benefited from 
Venezuela’s commitment to international-
ism and will soon return to Zambia ready 
to serve their poor communities, instilled 
with a very high sense of solidarity, humility 
and the humane values of the Bolivarian 

Revolution. Already, by leaving their homes 
they have demonstrated the practice of 
solidarity and self-sacrifice.”

Socialist Party Central Committee and 
Youth League member Natasha Faith Mfune 
said, “We are sincerely grateful to the able 
leadership of President Nicolas Maduro 
and the Socialist Party for the wonderful 
and rare opportunity that they have given 
us to study medicine under a programme 
that was initiated by Fidel Castro and Hugo 
Chávez.

“Venezuela is currently facing many eco-
nomic challenges due to the US blockade 
but despite that it still extends the heart of 

internationalism by offering free scholar-
ships in various fields of education.

“Once we complete our medical 
programme we will help to improve the 
healthcare system of Zambia by focusing 
on rendering our services to the masses.”

Socialist Party colleague Vijay Prashad – 
historian, journalist, commentator, Marxist 
intellectual, and executive-director of 
Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research 
– said: “Our young comrades from Socialist 
Party Zambia who are studying at the Latin 
American School of Medicine in Venezuela: 
forward ever, backward never. From Bolivar 
to Nkrumah to you.”

The 16 Zambian students plus one from 
Ghana studying at the Latin American 
School of Medicine in Venezuela
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this programme, teachers will not 
be left to manage and run schools 
on their own. In order to have an 
effective, efficient, and orderly 
system, the running of schools will 
include other professionals and a 
broad spectrum of workers, such 
as human resources personnel, 
information technology experts, 
accountants, marketing person-
nel, cleaners, drivers, mechanics, 
gardeners, nurses, clinical officers, 
and catering staff, among others. 
Schools, colleges and universi-
ties will need to be supplied with 
all sorts of teaching aids and other 
goods and services, and these will 
be produced in factories by our 
people, meaning that education 
will directly and indirectly be one 
of the biggest employers.

The health sector will also be 
used to create a number of jobs. By 
expanding Zambia’s health servic-
es – both in terms of quantity and 
quality – we will need to employ 

more people. This will entail a 
need for more nurses, clinical offi-
cers, doctors, pharmacists, radiog-
raphers, and many other health 
and general workers. In addition, 
our government will prioritise the 
manufacture of some of the medi-
cines we use, even under licence. 
We will also need to create facto-
ries producing health equipment of 
all sorts. This, together with many 
other functions that will be added 
to health services, will create many 
more jobs.

Another sector that we will pri-
oritise to create employment is 
peasant agriculture. And when we 
say peasant agriculture, we don’t 
mean that everyone will be carry-
ing a kambwili, hoe and be tillers 
of land. There’s an urgent need to 
transform the way peasant agricul-
ture is carried out.

We cannot increase agricul-
tural production with a hoe, that’s 
for planting flowers around your 
house and a few beds of vegetables 
to feed a small family. Our plans 

are much bigger than that and will 
involve many jobs being created in 
the agricultural sector because of 
the transformations we will make.

Transformative peasant agri-
culture under this government 
will need new equipment, that 
is; appropriate ploughs, planters, 
harvesters and other necessities. 
To produce these, we will need to 
set up factories all over the coun-
try employing engineers and their 
technicians, human resources 
experts, accountants, IT experts, 
marketing and sales staff, drivers, 
mechanics, nurses and clinical of-
ficers to ran staff clinics, catering 
people to manage the staff cafete-
rias, and so on. Of course, our re-
ality, as it stands today, is that we 
may not have all the engineering 
expertise required to set up and 
run these factories. We may have 
to rely on expatriate skills while 
we train our people in our schools, 
colleges and universities.

We will also need to set up 
factories producing agricultural 

chemicals. These will require us 
to employ a diverse range of sci-
entists and other staff. In addition, 
we will need to create factories 
that produce veterinary medicines 
for our livestock. This undertaking 
will employ scientists, technicians, 
HR people, accountants, ICT ex-
perts, marketing and sales experts 
and many others. The medicines 
produced will need to be admin-
istered by vets, working with lab 
technicians. In this way we will be 
creating more and more jobs for 
our people.

And, of course, peasant agricul-
ture will need to be financed. This 
will require us to create a myriad 
of financial institutions, such as 
agriculture banks and insurance 
companies. These institutions will 
employ bankers, lawyers, accoun-
tants, IT experts, insurance person-
nel and many others, again creat-
ing more and more jobs.

The agricultural output pro-
duced by our factories will need 
to be delivered to our peasant 

farmers. This will create logistics 
jobs for drivers, mechanics and 
other support staff. Furthermore, 
the cotton we produce in Nyimba, 
Petauke, Katete, Chipata, Chadiza, 
Lundazi, Chama and other places, 
will not leave Eastern Province un-
processed. Textile factories will be 
established in employing people 
from all over the country in many, 
various roles. These factories will 
be producing reels of all sorts of 
cloth, but the cloth produced will 
not be exported as it is.

Clothing factories will be cre-
ated to design and produce shirts, 
trousers, dresses, caps, canvas 
shoes, belts, and many other prod-
ucts. These factories will require 
sewing machines and needles so 
small factories will be created to 
manufacture and service the ma-
chines. The clothing factories will 
further need buttons and zips. The 
buttons can be produced from the 
horns of cattle, hard wood and 
stones, creating even more jobs. 
And the finished products will need 

to be packaged. This will require 
us to create factories producing 
packaging materials. Drivers will 
be needed to transport the finished 
products from the factories to the 
ports of Dar-es-Salam, Walvis Bay 
and Durban. Furthermore, delivery 
trucks will need to be serviced by 
mechanics. In this way, more jobs 
will be created.

Our strategies on cotton produc-
tion and its processing and export 
will be extended to food crops. 
Small and large factories will be 
created all over the country to 
process agricultural produce. For 
instance, factories can be built to 
process tomato into jam, juice, 
soup, puree or paste. Some of these 
products can be exported, and some 
consumed locally, resulting in 
more jobs. In addition, it is impor-
tant to also mention that there will 
be new jobs created in other sectors 
of our economy, such as mining, 
construction, forestry, and the pro-
vision of the many other services 
needed in an organised society. 

l From Page One

Education, health and agricultural sectors to create jobs

Focus on
violence, 
laws and 
the media 
HEAD OF the African Union 
Election Observer Mission, 
Dr Ernest Bai Koroma – the 
former president of Sierra Le-
one – says there’s a need to 
eliminate and end politically 
motivated violence in Zam-
bia, enhance professionalism 
in the media, which is polar-
ised along political lines, and 
amend laws that are unfairly 
applied.

Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe said, “The observations 
made by the African Union Election 
Observer Mission about the need to 
review the Public Order Act and the 
abuse of public resources by the rul-
ing party in elections deserve very 
serious and urgent consideration. 

“The UPND government has 
promptly reacted to this, promising 
to amend the Public Order Act and 
assuring that there will be no use of 
public resources by the ruling party.

“We have already made our posi-
tion clear on the Public Order Act: 
that it doesn’t need amendments, it 
needs to be repealed.”

 
Diversion

Dr M’membe said that since 
returning to multiparty politics in 
1991 no ruling political party had 
ever admitted using public resourc-
es in its campaigns. “And we don’t 
think the ones in government today 
will be an exception,” he added.

“Abuse of state resources by the 
ruling party for re-election damages 
our multiparty democracy by cre-
ating an unlevel playing field that 
improves re-election chances of in-
cumbents and negatively influences 
the quality of government, since 
diversion of resources for financing 
campaigns incurs costs for the in-
stitutions involved and may reduce 
services provided to the public.

“Efforts to confront the problem 

require attention not only to politi-
cians abusing these assets, but also 
to the public administration system 
that supplies such resources.

“There’s an urgent need for an 
integrated reform strategy, includ-
ing reforming the electoral system. 
But, at the same time, any strategy 
that aims to reduce the vulnerabil-
ity of the public sector to political 
abuse during elections should work 
to curb the supply of resources 
through strengthening the civil 
service, building state monitoring 
mechanisms, and enhancing trans-
parency to allow for media and civil 
society oversight.

“The misuse of state resources 
can be a major corruptive force 
in the electoral process, as it in-
troduces or exacerbates power in-
equalities and gives unfair electoral 
advantage to incumbents.

“The long-term harmful effects 
of the abuse of state resources on 
the rule of law are palpable when 
public employees, courts, and secu-
rity forces go above the law – either 
intentionally or under duress – to 
act in the interest of a ruling party 
rather than the country.

“We need to develop strong le-
gal and regulatory frameworks that 
help prevent the misuse of state re-
sources and address abuses when 
they are committed. This can be 
done through comparative analysis 
of relevant laws and regulations, 
and an examination of the effective-
ness of these provisions in deterring 
or remedying these abuses. There’s 
a need to examine, probably 
through a commission of inquiry, 
how misuse of state resources along 
with other breaches of election in-
tegrity further reinforce corrupt 
governance.

“International and local observ-
ers have generally praised the coun-
try for its democratic record. At the 
same time, they have noted  more 
needs to be done to ensure a fair and 
more transparent electoral process.”

Madaliso women’s cooperative of Mtambe village, Kasenengwa constituency, receiving fish fingerlings to venture into fish farming

300 cooperatives set up in Kasenengwa
JOHN ZULU, who stood for the Socialist 
Party in Kasenengwa, Eastern Province, has 
set up nearly 300 cooperatives in the prov-
ince to organise agricultural development.

“Like many constituencies in Eastern 
Province, we depend on agriculture as our 
source of livelihood and development,” 
he said. “As part of my initiative, and that 
of the Socialist Party, I have facilitated the 
formation and registration of cooperatives.

“The bulk of these groups comprise 
women and youths, and through these 
cooperatives, they have been able to orga-
nise agriculture activities; growing crops, 
livestock and fish farming. So far, we have 

managed to form close to 300 cooperatives 
in the constituency.

“Due to empowerments demands 
from the community, we regroup people 
depending on age group and gender. After 
regrouping them we register them as youth 
multipurpose cooperatives, women’s multi-
purpose cooperatives or general multipur-
pose cooperatives, all categories through 
the ministry of commerce and trades.

“This has made our work easier when it 
comes to ensuring that disbursed funds are 
not mismanaged.”

He said the project – the John Zulu 
Empowerment Initiative – is designed to 

promote general agriculture in the con-
stituency.

“After forming and registering the groups 
we assist them with either farming inputs, 
such as fertiliser and seeds, or livestock 
farming, such as pigs, goats and fish finger-
lings for fish farming.

“These cooperative groups benefit from 
farming inputs and other government em-
powerments, since they are now registered 
entities.

“The major challenge I face is finances 
because it is self sponsored,” he said. “Pay-
ment for registering a cooperative and for 
the empowerments is from my sources.”
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Budget a sign of a surrender 
of our sovereignty to capital
Fred M’membe
Socialist Party president

FROM their posturing, boast-
ing and unending promises of 
a paradise, a heaven on Earth, 
we expected the UPND gov-
ernment to do better than this 
in their first budget.

But it seems they are still in 
their unending campaign mode 
of making unnecessary promises 
of being Macgyvers who will 
easily fix this and that.  They 
have promised heaven but they 
seem to have serious difficulties 
delivering even purgatory. 

Their 2022 Budget is expansion-
ary yet with tax concessions given 
to mining corporations, a clear 
demonstration that the UPND gov-
ernment is about to surrender our 
sovereignty to capital and not the 
people. 

Suffice to say, we are known 
as the second largest producer of 
copper in Africa. By implication, 
the copper industry is the most 
important part of our economy. Be 
that as it may be, this sector has 
only been contributing an aver-
age 13 per cent to our GDP before 
COVID-19 hit, and around 25 per 
cent after the pandemic hit us due 
to disruptions in trade and global 
supply chain. Ironically, it’s the re-
tail business and PAYE that have 
been the major contributors to our 
GDP, meaning that our country’s 
economic prospects are funded by 
poor people for the benefit of the 
rich.

Loopholes
You may wish to know that out 

of the eight major mining corpo-
rations operating in Zambia, only 
two companies have been paying 
Company Income Tax (CIT) in the 
last 25 years. This means the rest 
have been declaring losses as our 
tax authorities have no capacity to 
find loopholes in their tax declara-
tions.

Base erosion and profit shifting 
(BEPS) seems to be very easy for 
these corporations.

To maximise value from this 
sector, the Zambia Revenue Au-
thority proposed the introduction 
of a Mineral Royalty Tax (MRT) 
to bring certain “loss-making” 
companies on the tax base. Min-
eral Royalty Tax is not a fee, it’s 
a tax. Currently it’s paid as a final 
tax by both loss-making and profit-
declaring mining corporations as a 
final tax. So it is net tax income to 
the Zambian people. 

At a time when the copper pric-
es are historically high, the UPND 
government has proposed in the 
2022 Budget that MRT becomes a 
deductible tax. Meaning whatever 
losses they make off CIT can be 
netted off MRT. This may result in 
a significant resource mobilisation 
loss. In the end, the only benefits 
we may get from the mining sector 
are only business and job opportu-
nities and PAYE. 

Consequently, the named mine 
they are targeting to benefit from 
these concessions make super 
profits and externalise the money. 
There is no law that will hold them 
accountable for the promise of the 
US$2 billion a named mine has 
promised to invest in Zambia.

Moreover, in the unlikely event 
that decency prevails, the named 
beneficiary mine will use the same 
extra money saved from tax con-
cessions after exporting Zambian 
minerals to reinvest in Zambia. 

It’s public knowledge that only 
a named corporation had a legiti-
mate complaint regarding double 
taxation with non- deductible MRT 
and Company Income Tax. Why 
didn’t those brains in government 
address this specific issue instead 
of mutilating the revenue base 
from the industry? One option was 
to reduce Income Tax to 5 per cent 
from 35 per cent or even reduce to 
0 per cent and compute MRT at a 
level that protects Zambians.

Why do mining corporations 
love income tax? Simple transfer 
pricing and exaggeration of costs 
to declare lower taxable income. 
Why do they hate MRT? It’s based 
on extracted minerals and easy to 
administer by ZRA and difficult to 
cheat.

Remember this, countries with 
deductible MRT and lower taxes in 
this industry have higher stakes or 
even controlling shares in private 
mining corporations. So they col-
lect lower taxes and get dividends. 
In Zambia some mining companies 
are 100 per cent privately owned. 
Why such concessions? If Parlia-
ment has any spine, this is the time 
to show it.

Given their promises on debt 
contraction, one would have ex-
pected them to match their words 
with action by reducing on both do-
mestic and foreign debt. If they are 
going to borrow US$4.2 billion in a 
year yet reduce on the tax base, then 
they are further plunging the coun-
try into a vicious debt cycle.

Like PF, the UPND are continu-
ing on the path of funding their 
budgets through debt. When you 
starting funding education – the 
building of schools – from borrow-
ings, then you know you are on a 
very dangerous path. For many 
reasons – economic, cultural and 
otherwise – education should be 
funded from your own generated 
resources no matter what the dif-
ficulties or challenges. They seem 
to have no ideas on how to reduce 
the budget deficits yet they have 
unnecessary think tanks on their 
payroll such as ZIPAR, PMRC 
and National Economic Advisory 
Council, who get paid for doing 
nothing and don’t even apply for 
competitive consultancy works for 
sustainability. You have 14 grant 
aid institutions under the Ministry 
of Health that are embroidered in 
the duplication of efforts.

Oversight
There has been a significant in-

crease in CDF with no systems in 
place to manage that. As a socialist 
party, decentralisation is one of our 
key pillars, but it has to be done in 
a well thought-out manner begin-
ning with the transfers of key of-
ficers from the ministries that have 
been merged, so that Lusaka only 
plays an oversight role. What has 
been assured is the what. The how 
has not been clearly stated. 

We expected the UPND govern-
ment to give a clear policy direc-
tion on the importation of fuel, 
especially through some govern-
ment-to-government arrangement 
or private sector participation 
through their own pronounced Pri-
vate Public Partnership, in an at-
tempt not only to stop wastage in 
terms of subsidies that only benefit 
middlemen, but also to reduce the 
pressure on the exchange market 
each time we go to buy dollars to 
pay for fuel. In a word, they have 
continued on the same PF path of a 
lack of innovation and generation 
of new ideas, and strict adherence 
to the same modus operandi.

There is a need to act quickly on rising crime
SOCIALIST Party president Fred M’membe 
says the social and economic causes of the 
rise in crime in the country must be under-
stood and addressed.

Dr M’membe said there were increasing 
complaints about rising levels of crime in the 
country.

“But we are not being told who these 
criminals are, where they are coming from, 
and why there’s this sudden and saddening 
upsurge in crime.

“It’s not enough to tell the police to fight 
crime whose source or cause is not known. 
The social and economic causes of this rise 
in crime must be understood and addressed. 
Police action alone will not be enough.”

Dr M’membe said there was a need to 
move quickly because crime wouldn’t just 
disappear.

“Crime has devastating consequences,” 
he said. “Crime does not just affect individu-
als, communities that experience higher 
levels of crime are also adversely affected.

“People may become frightened inside or 
outside their own home; property prices are 
affected; homeowners can find it difficult 
to sell their property; new businesses may 
avoid the area; existing businesses may 
close down due to repeated thefts, loss of 
income, the costs of repairing damage from 
vandalism, and the loss of customers in the 
area.

“Insurance premiums may go up. Crimes, 

such as shoplifting and fraud, cost busi-
nesses billions.” 

Dr M’membe said the cost of policing 
increases as billions are spent dealing with 
the consequences of crime. 

“To do this, the government must either 
increase taxes or spend more from the tax 
revenues they already collect. Therefore, if 
crime levels rise, there will be less money 
for other services, such as education and 
healthcare.”

Dr M’membe said crime also hit individu-
als in the pocket through higher prices in 
shops for goods and services.

“If businesses are losing money to crime, 
they pass the cost on to customers by in-
creasing prices.”

Farmers given first literacy certificates
AROUND 700 farmers from Eastern Prov-
ince have received literacy and agroecology 
certificates during the first graduation cer-
emony of the Fred M’membe Literacy and 
Agroecology Campaign, in Kasenengwa.

The campaign, coordinated by the 
Socialist Party and Brazil’s Internationalist 
Brigade of the MST Samora Machel, aims to 
teach 2,000 rural and urban workers to read 
and write in English.

The campaign, in Lusaka, Eastern and 
Western provinces, is based on the “Read, 
Speak and Write Words and the World” 
method of teaching. 

Local coordinator for Malambo in East-
ern Province Emmanuel N’mbanda said 
agroecology was important for the local 
population.

He said there were already agroecology 
experiments in Malambo and the campaign 
would “help more people get their hands 
dirty, while raising awareness about not us-
ing chemicals that destroy the land”.

Allegations of theft must be true and specific
WHEN those in key government po-
sitions accuse individuals or cliques 
of individuals of theft there’s a need 
to be specific or otherwise restraint 
must be exercised, Socialist Party 
president Fred M’membe says.

“They are assumed to have all in-
formation. And if so, why not be di-
rect and name the thieves, get them 
arrested and prosecuted?” he asked.

“It is not good to make false accu-
sations against anyone. It is equally 
not good to make generalised accu-
sations. A false accusation is a claim 
or allegation of wrongdoing that is 
untrue and/or otherwise unsup-
ported by facts. False accusations 
are also known as groundless accu-
sations or unfounded accusations or 

false allegations or false claims. Be-
ing wrongfully accused of criminal 
offences can lead to serious nega-
tive consequences to those wrong-
fully accused and their families. 
The psychological consequences 
of wrongful accusations affect the 
lives of those accused seriously, 
even after exoneration.

“However, it cannot be denied 
that there are, in our body politic, 
economic and social life, many 
and grave evils. And there’s urgent 
necessity for the sternest war upon 
them.

“There should be relentless ex-
posure of and attack upon every 
evil man or woman, evil practice, 
whether in politics or business, or in 

social life. But such attacks are only 
of use if they are absolutely truth-
ful. The liar is no whit better than 
the thief, and if his or her mendacity 
takes the form of slander, he or she 
may be worse than most thieves.

“It puts a premium upon knavery 
untruthfully to attack an honest man 
or woman, or even with hysterical 
exaggeration to assail a bad man or 
woman with untruth. An epidemic 
of indiscriminate assault upon char-
acter does no good, but very great 
harm. The soul of every scoundrel 
is gladdened whenever an honest 
man or woman is assailed, or even 
when a scoundrel is untruthfully as-
sailed. 

“My plea is, not for immunity to, 

but for the most unsparing expo-
sure of the politician who betrays 
his trust. There should be a reso-
lute effort to get every such man or 
woman out of the position he or she 
has disgraced.

“Expose the crime, and hunt 
down the criminal; but remember 
that even in the case of crime, if it 
is attacked in a sensational and un-
truthful fashion, the attack may do 
more damage to the public mind 
than the crime itself.

“It is because I feel that there 
should be no rest in the endless war 
against the forces of evil that I ask 
that the war be conducted with san-
ity as well as with resolution,” Dr 
M’membe said.
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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE & INEQUALITY

OUT OF a Cabinet of 28, 
only five (17.86 percent) are 
women. Out of eight nomi-
nated members of parliament, 
only two are women. And 
only 14.5 percent (24) of our 
members of parliament are 
women – 85.5 per cent (141) 
are men.

This is painfully low, especial-
ly if one considers that women 
make up more than half of our 
population.

It is depressingly familiar to all 
students of history that endeavours 
to attain high ideals and noble 
objectives are almost invariably 
doomed to ultimate failure as a 
consequence of an eventual loss of 
motivation, the inability to over-
come deeply entrenched barriers 
of traditional thought and habit, 
the power of vested interests, and 
division and disunity among those 
who had initially united them-
selves in the pursuit of these goals.

Only when women are wel-
comed into full partnership in all 
fields of human endeavour will the 
moral and psychological climate 
be created in which peace can truly 
emerge and progress be made.

Stereotypes
A major obstacle to acceptance 

of the equality of women and men 
is the lack of a clear definition of 
the meaning of equality, and the 
lack of understanding of how it 
applies in daily life. The absence 
of a definition leads to the expres-
sion of conflicting and often hotly 
contested views, a retreat into 
sexual stereotypes, and the pro-
jection of one’s worst fears onto 
the situation. 

It’s clear that the implementa-
tion of the principles of the equal-
ity of women and men is not some-
thing that should be left to chance. 
It must result from promulgation 
of a clear vision of ideal commu-
nity life, which forms a basis for 
planful activity that is designed to 
create the future.

Commitment to the ideal of 
equality gives rise to a determi-
nation to create a model commu-
nity, one in which equality is truly 
practised. Commitment to the ideal 
also gives inspiration and courage 
to pursue the steps required for 
change.

The achievement of full equal-
ity between the sexes is essential 
to our progress and the transfor-
mation of our society. Inequality 
retards not only the advancement 
of women but the progress of our 
country itself.

The persistent denial of equal-
ity to more than one-half of our 
country’s population is an affront 
to our collective human dignity. 
It promotes destructive attitudes 
and habits in men and women 
that pass from the family to the 
workplace, and ultimately, to po-
litical life. On no grounds, moral, 
biological, or traditional, can in-
equality be justified.

The moral and psychological 
climate necessary to enable our 
nation to establish social justice 
will be created only when women 
attain full partnership with men in 
all fields of endeavour.

The systematic marginalisation 
of women is a conspicuous and 
tragic fact of history. Restricted to 
narrow spheres of activity in the 
life of society, denied basic human 
rights, subjected to violence, and 
frequently treated as less human, 
women have been prevented from 
realising their true potential. 

The damaging effects of gender 
prejudice are a fault line beneath 
the foundation of our national life. 
Much remains to be done. The 
achievement of full equality re-
quires a new understanding of who 
we are, what our purpose in life is, 
and how we relate to one another.

This is the reality of the situa-
tion, and we must recognise it so 
that we can all struggle against 
this inequality and injustice. We 
must be aware of the need to 
struggle against such holdovers 
from the past. And women must 
take the lead. I say this in the 
spirit of self-criticism we should 
all make.

We should not forget that Lenin 
said that the proletariat cannot 
achieve final victory until it has 
achieved the complete freedom of 
women.

Progress 
depends 
on gender
equality
It needs women to have  
full social partnership
Fred M’membe
Socialist Party president

Socialist Party Women’s League member 
Janet Zimba writes:

AS WE begin 16 days of activism with the 
international campaign against gender-based 
violence under the global theme: “Orange the 
world: End Violence against women now!” we 
are reminded of the violence women experi-
ence both in private and public spaces. 

This violence has manifested itself in the form 
of physical, sexual and/or psychological harm 
or suffering, arbitrary deprivation of liberty, as 
well as threats. In other instances, violence has 
been a tool of political harassment and intimida-
tion against female candidates during election 
periods. 

A recent report by the Zambia National 
Women’s Lobby noted a sad trend between Feb-
ruary and October 2021 of cyber bullying, hate 
speech, sexual harassment, libel, misinformation 
and slander against women in politics, as issues 
requiring urgent attention. 

“A total of 493 incidents of cyber bullying of 
various female political leaders were observed on 
social media platforms. The top five categories 
of incidents were documented as general insults/
derogatory/belittling remarks with a gender 
angle, sexual harassment/embarrassment, 
leadership ability, stereotypical gender roles, 
and intelligence/qualification,” the report says. 
It cites a number of women who were victims of 
cyber bullying, hate speech; our Socialist Party 

member Christine Musole among them. As one of 
the female candidates who stood in the August 
elections – for Lumezi constituency in Eastern 
Province – I was equally subjected to violence 
of differing forms, as well as patriarchal cultural 
norms and values from society.  

The most intense period in my case was the 
post-August 2021 by-elections that were marred 
with extreme political violence in Kaumbwe. 
Socialist Party members, especially women, were 
subjected to violence from UPND ruling political 
party cadres. Together with colleagues, we were 
attacked, beaten and bruised in our camp a few 
days before voting day. Vehicles were destroyed 
and four people sustained serious injuries.

While this violence and these attacks were 
aimed at our party and its leadership, more 
women were injured. This violence undermines 
women and discourages them from participating 
in politics.  

We need committed action that looks beyond 
the 16 days of activism campaign against gender-
based violence. In practical terms, we need more 
action that starts in our homes and extends into 
the public spaces. The violence we see in public 
spaces is a reflection of what our homes look like 
and vice-versa.

Violence undermines progress, development 
and who we are as a people and a nation. We 
need a conducive environment in a fair and just 
world and in our country with more women par-
ticipating in our politics and economy.

Action must start at home

THE UNITED Nations of-
ficially designated November 
25 as the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women in 2000 (reso- in 2000 (reso- (reso-reso-
lution 54/134).

The premise of the day is to raise 
awareness of the fact that women 
around the world are subject 
to rape, domestic violence and oth- and oth-oth-
er forms of violence; furthermore, 
one of the aims of the day is to 
highlight that the scale and true 
nature of the issue is often hidden.

Historically, the date is based on 
the date of the 1960 assassination 
of the three Mirabal sisters, politi-
cal activists in the Dominican Re-
public; the killings were ordered 
by Dominican dictator Rafael Tru-
jillo (1930-1961).

In 1981, activists at the Latin 
American and Caribbean Feminist 
Encuentros marked November 
25 as a day to combat and raise 
awareness of violence against 
women more broadly; on February 
7, 2000, the date received its 
official United Nations resolution. 

The UN and the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union have encouraged 
governments, international organ-vernments, international organ-
isations and NGOs to organise 
activities to support the day as 
an international observance. For 
example, UN Women (the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women) 
observes the day each year and 
offers suggestions for other organ-rs suggestions for other organ-
isations to observe it. 

In 1995, 189 governments came 
together in Beijing and adopted a 
Platform for Action that spelled 
out key strategies to end violence 
against women, to empower wom-
en, and achieve gender equality. 
The promises of 26 years ago are 
still valid today.

Then UN Women Executive Di-
rector Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
said, “Together we must make this 
the year that marks the beginning 
of the end of gender inequality. 
Now is the time for action.”

In his message on the day in 
2013, then UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said, “I welcome the 
chorus of voices calling for an end 
to the violence that affects an esti-
mated one in three women in her 
lifetime. I applaud leaders who are 
helping to enact and enforce laws 
and change mindsets. And I pay 
tribute to all those heroes around 
the world who help victims to heal 
and to become agents of change.”

UN: the true  
nature of 
the issue is
often hidden

We need committed
action that looks 

beyond the 16 days of 
activism campaign against 
gender-based violence. In 
practical terms, we need 
more action that starts in 
our homes and extends 
into the public spaces

‘

Socialist Party 
Women’s League 
member Janet 
Zimba

Focusing on violence at work and femicide
THIS year’s 16 days of activism against 
gender-based violence – from November 
25 until December 10 – marked the 30th 
anniversary of the global campaign.

Inspired by the original vision and history 
of the campaign, which focused on raising 
awareness about violence against women, 
and considering the continuing impunity for 
femicide, this year’s campaign focused on 
the issue of “femicide or the gender-related 
killing of women”.

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe 
said that, in addition to the anniversary 
theme, the campaign continued its pro-
gramme of activities to end gender-based 
violence in the world of work.

“It focused on the link between domestic 
violence and the world of work, drawing on 
legal standards outlined in International La-
bour Organisation Convention 190 (C190) 
and the actions put forward in recommenda-
tion 206 (R206).”

Dr M’membe said COVID-19 had pre-
sented us with new challenges, which call 
for individual and collective solutions. 

“Let’s continue our efforts all-year-round 
from 16 to 365 days of activism, to advance 
the human rights of women.

“A world without violence is possible and 
this moment demands unparalleled courage 
and joint action to make this vision a real-
ity,” he said.

Socialist Party student supporter Mary 
Mwanza said gender-based violence took 
many forms, including physical, mental, 
social or economic abuse that may result in 
physical, sexual or psychological harm and 
suffering to the victim.

“In addition to the emotional trauma, 
GBV can result in physical injuries, contrac-
tion of sexual transmitted infections – in-
cluding HIV – interruptions to sexual health 
and reproductive abilities, unwanted preg-
nancies and even death.

“Due to the sensitivity of the subject, vio-
lence against women or men is universally 
under-reported, especially among men. Very 
few men report when they are emotionally 
or physically abused,” she said.

“GBV is a hindrance to the attainment 
of gender equality and the realisation of 
social and economic goals. It also erodes 
the confidence of the survivors that they 
can contribute to development efforts. The 
self-confidence of survivors is completely 
eroded when they are physically or emotion-
ally abused. 

“The consequences of GBV are grave, 
and perpetrators should be punished so they 
can be made examples of to would-be of-
fenders,” Mwanza said.

Francine Mwaipaya, a member of the So-
cialist Party Youth League, said it was im-
portant to treat violence as a crime, regard-
less of gender.

“I think whoever is being abused must be 
protected, whether a man or woman. GBV 
doesn’t only have to be recognised as GBV 
when it’s a woman who is the victim. The 
law must prevail against the perpetrator, re-
gardless.”

SP student supporter Jennipher Chalwe 
said violence prevented many women from 
playing an active role in society.

“GBV has made a lot of women shy 
away from activities because they are be-
ing tortured physically and mentally,” she 
said. “Sadly, they opt to keep quiet about it 
because they are scared they will become 
the laughing stock of their friends, family 
and community due to lack of support. This 
has led to some becoming bitter, frustrated 
and ceasing to believe in anything to do 
with love.

“If someone really loves and cares for you 
they cannot hurt you,” Chalwe said. 
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

Be humble, you’re not as 
powerful as you think

EVERYTHING is bigger than it seems. No deci-
sion or action happens independently of who a 
person is.

Your whole life you’ll hear people make ex-
cuses for their behaviour by saying, “it was so 
out of character”, or, “I don’t know what I was 
thinking, it just happened”, or, “this is so unlike 
me”, or, my personal favourite, “I never meant to 
do that”. Every one of those excuses is worth-
less and dishonest. Everything a person does 
is motivated by who they are. People do exactly 
what they want to do.

But we must understand that everything 
means something. When you are willing to be 
honest and dig down deep you’ll realise that 
nothing is really unpredictable.

Out of character either means well hidden or 
the rare emergence of an undesirable trait.

accountability for who you are. The truth is that 
vanity stems from insecurity, so, in reality, vain 
people are very insecure, they constantly seek 
praise and affirmation from others. They want to 
be cool and fit in.

Yes, you may be smart. But never lose sight of 
the fact that you are very small in this old society. 
You are not as powerful as you’d like to think. Be 
humble. Let go of all that pride. Do not let this 
deadly sin take control of your life or our society.

Meaning what you say

Excuses, excuses, excuses

COMPATRIOTS, to deal with the complex social, 
political and economic challenges we are facing 
today, new values are needed. But these values 
won’t come of their own accord; they have to be 
nurtured.

We urgently must start building a new aware-
ness. We will require a lot of awareness and more 
principles than ever before. Where are these 
principles, values, going to come from? They will 
come from adding together the best of our politi-
cal teachings, religious teachings, ethical and 
humane ideas.

Who will bring about these principles, values, 
ideas? Who will sow them, cultivate them and 
make them grow? You will – you yourselves, we 
ourselves, because it is objectively inevitable and 
there’s no alternative to it if we have to harbour 
any hope of a better life, a more just, fairer and 
more humane Zambia.

It’s impossible to build a better Zambia without 
strong principles, values and new, progressive 
ideas.

“MEANING what you say” is usually about con-
sistency between one’s words and subsequent 
related behaviour or actions. This is where the 
rubber meets the road.

Meaning what you say implies that you can 
carry through with what ever limit you set forth 
when you “say what you mean”.

If you make statements that you cannot carry 
through on, your authority is significantly under-
mined. It is better to say nothing at all than to say 
what you don’t mean.

IN A HOMILY commemorating World Day of the 
Poor mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Fran-
cis said the poor are the most wounded and 
oppressed in history, “marked by tribulation, 
violence, suffering and injustice”, awaiting a 
liberation that “never seems to arrive”.

World Day of the Poor calls us to focus in 
a special way on the “suffering of those most 
vulnerable”, the Pope said, since they are often 
forced into this situation due to injustice and 
inequality, made worse by a “throwaway society” 
that ignores or abandons them. 

Arising from the suffering and fear that this 
situation evokes, the light of hope exists and 
points to a “future of salvation”, the Pope 
pointed out, saying that “Jesus wants to open 
our hearts to hope” and free us from anxiety and 
fear. “Tomorrow’s hope flowers amid today’s 
pain,” the Pope said, and this hope is at work 
within our wounded history today, as the king-
dom of God is “blossoming like the tender leaves 
of the tree and guiding history to its goal, to the 
final encounter with the Lord”, who will set us 
definitively free.

In view of suffering and hope, the Pope asked 
what is demanded of Christians given this reality. 
He said it means we must “nurture tomorrow’s 
hope by healing today’s pain”. Christian hope 
is not just a naive optimism that things will be 
better tomorrow, but a call to action to help make 
God’s promise of salvation “concrete . . . today 
and every day”. It means building day-by-day the 
“kingdom of love, justice, and fraternity that Je-
sus inaugurated” through concrete gestures, the 
Pope emphasised, never ignoring or walking by 
those who need help. We need to be witnesses 
of compassion, he stressed, compassion that 
comes from a heart that is moved by tenderness 
and the desire to draw near to others to help 
them in the face of widespread indifference.

The Pope paid tribute to a late Italian bishop 
who was very close to the poor, Don Tonino 
Bello, who used to say, “We cannot be content 
to hope; we have to organise hope”. Our hope 
must be expressed concretely with decisions, 
outreach, work for justice and solidarity, to allevi-
ate the suffering of the poor, the Pope explained, 
stressing that hope must become reality “in our 
everyday lives, in our relationships, in our social 
and political commitments”.

Nurture tomorrow’s hope
by healing today’s pain

We need new values, ideas

Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe: It’s impossible to build a 
better Zambia without strong prin-
ciples, values and new ideas 

WE SEEM to live in a society that is increasingly 
becoming dominated by vanity.

Inflated views of the self are the rule not the 
exception. Recognising our own vanity, fess-
ing up to it, is rare. We all want to be seen to be 
smart, and we will stop for nothing  – including 
cheating, lying, deceit, posturing, pretence – to 
achieve that desired image. Vanity causes us to 
go to extremes to fit in. Vanity is one of the main 
sins that plague our society today.

Much of our country and economy is built on 
people’s vanities. The price of vanity is high. 
Vanity is dangerous to ourselves and to our so-
ciety. Admitting you’re wrong is hard. We are all 
opinionated and want to be right. Why? Because 
being wrong would destroy the perfect little im-
age we have worked so hard to build. 

The downside is that if no one is wrong, who is 
right? We may believe we are right, but in reality 
we are merely pushing the truth away. And one 
day, it will sneak up and really bite us. Truth has 
a funny way of doing that. But if you are so full of 
vanity and conceit that it shows, you are telling 
everyone that you cannot be trusted.

Vanity causes obsession. If you are obsessed 
with yourself, then that is the only person you 
truly care about. Conceited people do not have 
what it takes to be a friend. They do not have 
what it takes to be a leader. You cannot count on 
them. They are untrustworthy. Self-obsession 
leads to narrow mindedness, which may tempo-
rarily blind you to your flaws, but eventually you 
are going to fail big time. You will fail big enough 
that not even your skewed view of yourself will 
shadow it from your eyes. Once you cross over 
to vanity, you lose your self-awareness. You lose 

Nothing’s permanent in life
“LOYALTY to country always. Loyalty to govern-
ment when it deserves it.” Mark Twain said.
Let us remember that nothing is permanent in 
life – everything changes. Even our bodies are 
changing every second; the cells are replicating 
themselves. No government is permanent; no 
system is permanent. Let us protect our mother-
land. Let us remain loyal to our country, always. 
Let us strive for justice, equity and peace, 
always.

We can remedy these ills
THE GROWING unemployment, inequality and 
poverty in our country have not been ordained 
on us by God. If they were, I would say, let’s just 
walk to the cemetery and bury ourselves alive 
because there’s nothing we can do against God’s 
will. But these are creations of human hands, 
greedy people. And because they are products of 
human decisions and actions, with hard work and 
tenacious struggle, we can remedy them.

GLOBAL WARMING

Human beings are 
running the risk of 
becoming extinct  
We must act now to prevent disaster
Fred M’membe
Socialist Party president

WE ARE really in danger of 
extinction if we don’t take 
this issue of global warming 
very, very seriously. It’s no 
joke. An important biologi-
cal species – humankind – is 
at risk of disappearing due 
to the rapid and progressive 
elimination of its natural hab-
itat. We are becoming aware 
of this problem when it is al-
most too late to prevent it.

It must be said that consumer 
societies are chiefly responsible 
for this appalling environmental 
destruction. They were spawned 
by the former colonial metropo-
lis. They are the offspring of 
imperial policies which, in turn, 
brought forth the backwardness 
and poverty that have become 
the scourge of the great majority 
of humankind.

With only 20 per cent of the 
world’s population, they consume 
two-thirds of all metals and three 
quarters of the energy produced 
worldwide. They have poisoned 
the seas and the rivers. They have 
polluted the air. They have weak-
ened and perforated the ozone lay-
er. They have saturated the atmo-
sphere with gases, altering climatic 
conditions with the catastrophic 
effects we are already beginning 
to suffer. The forests are disap-
pearing. The deserts are expand-
ing. Billions of tons of fertile soil 
are washed every year into the sea. 
Numerous species are becoming 
extinct. Population pressures and 
poverty lead to desperate efforts 
to survive, even at the expense of 
nature.

Third World countries, yester-
day’s colonies, and today’s nations 
exploited and plundered by an un-
just international economic order, 
cannot be blamed for all this.

The solution cannot be to pre-
vent the development of those who 
need it the most. Because today, 
everything that contributes to un-
derdevelopment and poverty is a 
flagrant rape of the environment. 
As a result, tens of millions of 
men, women and children die ev-
ery year in the Third World, more 
than in each of the two world wars. 
Unequal trade, protectionism and 
the foreign debt assault the eco-
logical balance and promote the 
destruction of the environment.

If we want to save humanity 
from this self-destruction; wealth 
and available technologies must be 
distributed better throughout the 
planet. Less luxury and less waste 
in a few countries would mean less 
poverty and hunger in much of the 
world.

Stop transferring to the Third 
World, lifestyles and consumer 
habits that ruin the environment. 
Make human life more rational. 
Adopt a just international econom-
ic order. Use science to achieve 
sustainable development without 
pollution. Pay the ecological debt. 
Eradicate hunger and not human-

ity. Enough of selfishness. Enough 
of schemes of domination. Enough 
of insensitivity, irresponsibility 
and deceit. Tomorrow will be too 
late to do what we should have 
done a long time ago.

Over and over at the UN climate 
summit in Glasgow, world leaders 
stressed the need to limit global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The 2015 Paris Agreement com-
mits countries to limit the global 
average temperature rise to well 
below 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels, and to aim for 1.5°C. Sci-
entists have warned that crossing 
the 1.5°C threshold risks unleash-
ing far more severe climate change 
effects on people, wildlife and 
ecosystems. Preventing it requires 
almost halving global CO2 emis-
sions by 2030 from 2010 levels 
and cutting them to net-zero by 
2050  – an ambitious task that sci-
entists, financiers, negotiators and 
activists at COP26 debated how to 
achieve and pay for.

But what is the difference be-
tween 1.5°C and 2°C of warming? 
Already, the world has heated to 
around 1.1°C above pre-industrial 
levels. Each of the last four de-
cades was hotter than any decade 
since 1850. We never had such a 
global warming in only a few de-
cades. Half a degree means much 
more extreme weather; more often, 
intense, or extended in duration.

Climate change is already af-
fecting every inhabited region 
across the globe. More warming 
to 1.5°C and beyond will worsen 
such impacts. For every increment 
of global warming, changes in 
extremes become larger. For ex-
ample, heatwaves would become 
both more frequent and more se-
vere. An extreme heat event that 
occurred once per decade in a 
climate without human influence, 
would happen 4.1 times a decade 
at 1.5°C of warming, and 5.6 times 
at 2°C, according to the UN Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Let warming spiral to 
4°C, and such an event could oc-
cur 9.4 times per decade.

A warmer atmosphere can also 
hold more moisture, resulting in 
extreme rainfall that raises flood 
risks. It also increases evaporation, 
leading to more intense droughts.

The difference between 1.5°C 
and 2°C is critical for Earth’s 
oceans and frozen regions. At 
1.5°C, there’s a good chance we 
can prevent most of the Green-
land and west Antarctic ice sheet 
from collapsing. That would help 
limit sea level rise to a few feet by 
the end of the century – still a big 
change that would erode coastlines 
and inundate some small island 
states and coastal cities. But blow 
past 2°C and the ice sheets could 
collapse with sea levels rising up 
to 10 metres , though how quickly 
that could happen is uncertain.

Warming of 1.5°C would de-
stroy at least 70 percent of coral 
reefs, but at 2°C more than 99 per-
cent would be lost. That would de-
stroy fish habitats and communi-
ties that rely on reefs for their food 
and livelihoods. Warming of 2°C, 
versus 1.5°C, would also increase 
the impact on food production.

If you have crop failures in 
a couple of the breadbaskets of 
the world at the same time, then 
you could see extreme food price 
spikes, hunger and famine.

A warmer world could see the 
mosquitoes that carry diseases 
such as malaria and dengue fever 
expand across a wider range. But 
2°C would also see a bigger share 
of insects and animals lose most of 
their habitat range, compared with 
1.5°C, and increase the risk of for-
est fires – another risk to wildlife.

As the world heats up, the risk 
increases that the planet will reach 
tipping points where Earth’s sys-
tems cross a threshold that triggers 
irreversible or cascading impacts. 
Exactly when those points would 
be reached is uncertain. Droughts, 
reduced rainfall, and continued de-
struction of the Amazon through 
deforestation, for example, could 
see the rainforest system collapse, 
releasing CO2 into the atmosphere 
rather than storing it. Or warm-
ing Arctic permafrost could cause 
long-frozen biomass to decom-
pose, releasing vast amount of car-
bon emissions. That’s why it’s so 
risky to keep emitting from fossil 
fuels because we’re increasing the 
likelihood that we go over one of 
those tipping points.

So far, the climate pledges that 
countries have submitted to the 
United Nations’ registry of pledges 
put the world on track for 2.7°C of 
warming. The International En-
ergy Agency says that new prom-
ises announced at the COP26 sum-
mit – if implemented – could hold 
warming to below 1.8°C, although 
some experts challenged that cal-
culation. 

Warming of 2.7°C would deliv-
er unliveable heat for parts of the 
year across areas of the tropics and 
subtropics. Biodiversity would 
be enormously depleted, food se-
curity would drop, and extreme 
weather would exceed most urban 
infrastructure’s capacity to cope.

If we can keep warming below 
2°C we are likely to remain within 
our adaptive capacity as a civili-
sation, but at 2.7°C warming we 
would experience great hardship. 

l Capitalism is destroying
the planet p6/7, net-zero
emissions p11

Consumer
societies are 

chiefly responsible 
for this appalling 
environmental 
destruction. They 
were spawned by 
the former colonial 
metropolis. They 
are the offspring 
of imperial policies 
which, in turn, 
brought forth the 
backwardness and 
poverty that have 
become the scourge 
of the great majority 
of humankind

‘
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GLOBAL VIEW

THERE IS a myth about hu-
man beings that withstands all 
evidence. It’s that we always 
put our survival first. This is 
true of other species. When 
confronted by an impending 
threat, such as winter, they 
invest great resources into 
avoiding or withstanding it: 
migrating or hibernating, for 
example. Humans are a differ-
ent matter.

When faced with an impend-
ing or chronic threat, such as cli-
mate or ecological breakdown, 
we seem to go out of our way 
to compromise our survival. We 
convince ourselves that it’s not so 
serious, or even that it isn’t hap-
pening. We double down on de-
struction, swapping our ordinary 
cars for SUVs, jetting to Oblivia 
on long-haul flights, burning it all 
up in a final frenzy. In the back of 
our minds, there’s a voice whis-
pering, “If it were really so seri-
ous, someone would stop us.” If 
we attend to these issues at all, 
we do so in ways that are petty, 
tokenistic, comically ill-matched 
to the scale of our predicament. 
It is impossible to discern, in our 
response to what we know, the 
primacy of our survival instinct.

Here is what we know. We know 
that our lives are entirely depen-
dent on complex natural systems: 
the atmosphere, ocean currents, 
the soil, the planet’s webs of life. 
People who study complex sys-
tems have discovered that they 
behave in consistent ways. It 
doesn’t matter whether the system 
is a banking network, a nation state, 
a rainforest or an Antarctic ice shelf; 
its behaviour follows certain mathe-certain mathe-
matical rules. In normal conditions, 
the system regulates itself, main-
taining a state of equilibrium. It can 
absorb stress up to a certain point. 
But then it suddenly flips. It passes 
a tipping point, then falls into a new 
state of equilibrium, which is often 
impossible to reverse.

Human civilisation relies on cur-
rent equilibrium states. But, all over 
the world, crucial systems appear to 
be approaching their tipping points. 
If one system crashes, it is likely 
to drag others down, triggering a 
cascade of chaos known as sys-
temic environmental collapse. This 
is what happened during previous 
mass extinctions.

Here’s one of the many ways 
in which it could occur. A belt of 
savannah, known as the Cerrado, 
covers central Brazil. Its vegetation 
depends on dew forming, which de-
pends in turn on deep-rooted trees 
drawing up groundwater, then re-

leasing it into the air through their 
leaves. But over the past few years, 
vast tracts of the Cerrado have been 
cleared to plant crops – mostly soya 
to feed the world’s chickens and 
pigs. As the trees are felled, the air 
becomes drier. This means smaller 
plants die, ensuring that even less 
water is circulated. In combination 
with global heating, some scientists 
warn, this vicious cycle could – 
soon and suddenly – flip the entire 
system into desert.

The Cerrado is the source of 
some of South America’s great riv-
ers, including those flowing north 
into the Amazon basin. As less 
water feeds the rivers, this could 
exacerbate the stress afflicting the 
rainforests. They are being ham-
mered by a deadly combination of 
clearing, burning and heating, and 
are already threatened with pos-
sible systemic collapse. The Cer-
rado and the rainforest both create 
“rivers in the sky” – streams of wet 
air – that distribute rainfall around 
the world and help to drive global 
circulation: the movement of air 
and ocean currents.

Vulnerable
Global circulation is already 

looking vulnerable. For example, 
the Atlantic meridional overturning 
circulation (AMOC), which deliv-
ers heat from the tropics towards 
the poles, is being disrupted by 
the melting of Arctic ice, and has 
begun to weaken. Without it, the 
UK would have a climate similar to 
Siberia’s.

AMOC has two equilibrium 
states: on and off. It has been on 

for almost 12,000 years, following 
a devastating, 1,000-year off state 
called the Younger Dryas (12,900 
to 11,700 years ago), which caused 
a global spiral of environmental 
change. Everything we know and 
love depends on AMOC remaining 
in the on state.

Regardless of which complex 
system is being studied, there’s 
a way of telling whether it is ap-
proaching a tipping point. Its out-
puts begin to flicker. The closer to 
its critical threshold it comes, the 
wilder the fluctuations. What we’ve 
seen this year is a great global 
flickering, as Earth systems begin 
to break down. The heat domes 
over the western seaboard of North 
America; the massive fires there, in 
Siberia and around the Mediterra-
nean; the lethal floods in Germany, 
Belgium, China, Sierra Leone – 
these are the signals that, in climatic 
morse code, spell “mayday”.

You might expect an intelligent 
species to respond to these signals 
swiftly and conclusively, by radi-
cally altering its relationship with 
the living world. But this is not how 
we function. Our great intelligence, 
our highly evolved consciousness 
that once took us so far, now works 
against us.

An analysis by the media sus-
tainability group Albert found that 
“cake” was mentioned 10 times as 
often as “climate change” on UK 
TV programmes in 2020. “Scotch 
egg” received double the mentions 
of “biodiversity”. “Banana bread” 
beat “wind power” and “solar 
power” put together.

I recognise that the media are not 
society, and that television stations 

have an interest in promoting ba-
nana bread and circuses. We could 
argue about the extent to which the 
media are either reflecting or gener-
ating an appetite for cake over cli-
mate. But I suspect that, of all the 
ways in which we might measure 
our progress on preventing sys-
temic environmental collapse, the 
cake-to-climate ratio is the decisive 
index.

The current ratio reflects a deter-
mined commitment to irrelevance 
in the face of global catastrophe. 
Tune in to almost any radio station, 
at any time, and you can hear the 
frenetic distraction at work. While 
around the world wildfires rage, 
floods sweep cars from the streets 
and crops shrivel, you will hear a 
debate about whether to sit down 
or stand up while pulling on your 
socks, or a discussion about char-
cuterie boards for dogs. I’m not 
making up these examples: I stum-
bled across them while flicking be-
tween channels on days of climate 
disaster. If an asteroid were heading 
towards Earth, and we turned on the 
radio, we’d probably hear: “So the 
hot topic today is – what’s the fun-
niest thing that’s ever happened to 
you while eating a kebab?” This is 
the way the world ends, not with a 
bang but with banter.

Faced with crises on an unprec-
edented scale, our heads are filled 
with insistent babble. The trivialisa-
tion of public life creates a loop: it 
becomes socially impossible to talk 
about anything else. I’m not sug-
gesting that we should discuss only 
the impending catastrophe. I’m not 
against bants. What I’m against is 
nothing but bants.

It’s not just on the music and 
entertainment channels that this 
deadly flippancy prevails. Most po-
litical news is nothing but court gos-
sip: who’s in, who’s out, who said 
what to whom. It studiously avoids 
what lies beneath: the dark money, 
the corruption, the shift of power 
away from the democratic sphere, 
the gathering environmental col-
lapse that makes a nonsense of its 
obsessions.

I’m sure it’s not deliberate. I 
don’t think anyone, faced with the 
prospect of systemic environmen-
tal collapse, is telling themselves: 
“Quick, let’s change the subject 
to charcuterie boards for dogs.” It 
works at a deeper level than this. 
It’s a subconscious reflex that tells 
us more about ourselves than our 
conscious actions do. The chatter 
on the radio sounds like the distant 
signals from a dying star.

Delicate
There are some species of cad-

disfly whose survival depends on 
breaking the surface film of the 
water in a river. The female pushes 
through it – no mean feat for such 
a small and delicate creature – then 
swims down the water column to 
lay her eggs on the riverbed. If she 
cannot puncture the surface, she 
cannot close the circle of life, and 
her progeny die with her.

This is also the human story. If 
we cannot pierce the glassy surface 
of distraction, and engage with what 
lies beneath, we will not secure the 
survival of our children or, perhaps, 
our species. But we seem unable 
or unwilling to break the surface 

film. I think of this strange state as 
our “surface tension”. It’s the ten-
sion between what we know about 
the crisis we face, and the frivolity 
with which we distance ourselves 
from it.

Surface tension dominates even 
when we claim to be addressing the 
destruction of our life-support sys-
tems. We focus on what I call mi-
cro-consumerist bollocks (MCB): 
tiny issues such as plastic straws 
and coffee cups, rather than the 
huge structural forces driving us to-
wards catastrophe. We are obsessed 
with plastic bags. We believe we’re 
doing the world a favour by buying 
tote bags instead, though, on one 
estimate, the environmental impact 
of producing an organic cotton tote 
bag is equivalent to that of 20,000 
plastic ones.

We are rightly horrified by the 
image of a seahorse with its tail 
wrapped around a cotton bud, but 
apparently unconcerned about 
the elimination of entire marine 
ecosystems by the fishing industry. 
We tut and shake our heads, and 
keep eating our way through the life 
of the sea.

A company called Soletair Pow-
er receives wide media coverage 
for its claim to be “fighting climate 
change” by catching the carbon 
dioxide exhaled by office workers. 
But its carbon-sucking unit – an 
environmentally costly tower of 
steel and electronics – extracts 
just 1kg of carbon dioxide every 
eight hours. Humanity produc-
es, mostly by burning fossil fu-
els, roughly 32bn kg of CO2 in the 
same period.

I don’t believe our focus on mi-

Capitalism is destroying the planet
We have been led to 
believe we can solve 
the climate crisis by 
banning plastic bags 
and cups, and have 
been focusing on 
trivia rather than real 
measures to prevent 
environmental
collapse. It’s time to 
see the bigger
picture, writes 
George Monbiot 

Clockwise: The Cerrado savannah in Brazil; an 
Extinction Rebellion protest in the UK; wildfires in 
Siberia; Bill Gates with his private jet; flooding in 
China; Roman Abramovich’s 165.2 metre-long yacht 
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croscopic solutions is accidental, 
even if it is unconscious. All of us 
are expert at using the good things 
we do to blot out the bad things. 
Rich people can persuade them-
selves they’ve gone green because 
they recycle, while forgetting that 
they have a second home (argu-
ably the most extravagant of all 
their assaults on the living world, 
as another house has to be built to 
accommodate the family they’ve 
displaced). And I suspect that, in 
some deep, unlit recess of the mind, 
we assure ourselves that if our solu-
tions are so small, the problem can’t 
be so big.

I’m not saying the small things 
don’t matter. I’m saying they 
should not matter to the exclusion 
of things that matter more. Every 
little counts, but not for very much.

Our focus on MCB aligns with 
the corporate agenda. The deliber-
ate effort to stop us seeing the big-
ger picture began in 1953 with a 
campaign called Keep America 
Beautiful. It was founded by pack-
aging manufacturers, motivated 
by the profits they could make by 
replacing reusable containers with 
disposable plastic. Above all, they 
wanted to sink state laws insisting 
that glass bottles were returned and 
reused. Keep America Beautiful 
shifted the blame for the tsunami 
of plastic trash the manufacturers 
caused on to “litter bugs”, a term it 
invented.

The “Love Where You 
Live” campaign, launched in the 
UK in 2011 by Keep Britain Tidy, 
Imperial Tobacco, McDonald’s and 
the sweet manufacturer Wrigley, 
seemed to me to play a similar 

role. It had the added bonus – as it 
featured strongly in classrooms – 
of granting Imperial Tobacco expo-granting Imperial Tobacco expo-
sure to schoolchildren.

The corporate focus on litter, 
amplified by the media, distorts 
our view of all environmental is-
sues. For example, a recent survey 
of public beliefs about river pollu-
tion found that “litter and plastic” 
was by far the biggest cause people 
named. In reality, the biggest source 
of water pollution is farming, fol-
lowed by sewage. Litter is way 
down the list. It’s not that plastic 
is unimportant. The problem is that 
it’s almost the only story we know.

In 2004, the advertising com-
pany Ogilvy & Mather, working for 
the oil giant BP, took this blame-
shifting a step further by inventing 
the personal carbon footprint. It was 
a useful innovation, but it also had 
the effect of diverting political pres-
sure from the producers of fossil 
fuels to consumers.

Extreme
The oil companies didn’t stop 

there. The most extreme example 
I’ve seen was a 2019 speech by the 
chief executive of the oil company 
Shell, Ben van Beurden. He 
instructed us to “eat seasonally and 
recycle more”, and publicly berated 
his chauffeur for buying a punnet of 
strawberries in January.

The great political transition of 
the past 50 years, driven by corpo-
rate marketing, has been a shift from 
addressing our problems collec-
tively to addressing them individu-
ally. In other words, it has turned us 
from citizens into consumers. It’s 

not hard to see why we have been 
herded down this path. As citizens, 
joining together to demand political 
change, we are powerful. As con-
sumers, we are almost powerless.

In his book Life and Fate, Vasily 
Grossman notes that, when Stalin 
and Hitler were in power, “one of 
the most astonishing human traits 
that came to light at this time was 
obedience”. The instinct to obey, he 
observed, was stronger than the in-
stinct to survive. Acting alone, see-
ing ourselves as consumers, fixating 
on MCB and mind-numbing trivia, 
even as systemic environmental 
collapse looms: these are forms of 
obedience. We would rather face 
civilisational death than the social 
embarrassment caused by raising 
awkward subjects, and the political 
trouble involved in resisting power-
ful forces. The obedience reflex is 
our greatest flaw, the kink in the hu-
man brain that threatens our lives.

What do we see if we break the 
surface tension? The first thing 
we encounter, looming out of the 
depths, should scare us almost out 
of our wits. It’s called growth. Eco-
nomic growth is universally hailed 
as a good thing. Governments mea-
sure their success on their ability to 
deliver it. But think for a moment 
about what it means. Say we achieve 
the modest aim, promoted by bodies 
like the IMF and the World Bank, of 
3 percent global growth a year. This 
means that all the economic activ-
ity you see today – and most of the 
environmental impacts it causes – 
doubles in 24 years; in other words, 
by 2045. Then it doubles again 
by 2069. Then again by 2093. It’s 
like the Gemino curse in Harry 

Potter and the Deathly Hallows, 
which multiplies the treasure in the 
Lestrange vault until it threatens to 
crush Harry and his friends to death. 
All the crises we seek to avert today 
become twice as hard to address as 
global economic activity doubles, 
then twice again, then twice again.

Have we reached the bottom yet? 
By no means. The Gemino curse 
is just one outcome of a thing we 
scarcely dare mention. Just as it 
was once blasphemous to use the 
name of God, even the word ap-
pears, in polite society, to be taboo: 
capitalism.

Most people struggle to define the 
system that dominates our lives. But 
if you press them, they’re likely to 
mumble something about hard work 
and enterprise, buying and selling. 
This is how the beneficiaries of the 
system want it to be understood. In 
reality, the great fortunes amassed 
under capitalism are not obtained 
this way, but through looting, mo-
nopoly and rent grabbing, followed 
by inheritance.

One estimate suggests that, over 
the course of 200 years, the Brit-
ish extracted from India, at current 
prices, US$45tn. They used this 
money to fund industrialisation at 
home and the colonisation of other 
nations, whose wealth was then 
looted in turn.

The looting takes place not just 
across geography, but also across 
time. The apparent health of our 
economies today depends on seiz-
ing natural wealth from future gen-
erations. This is what the oil com-
panies, seeking to distract us with 
MCB and carbon footprints, are do-
ing. Such theft from the future is the 

be electric, their private planes 
might run on biokerosene, but these 
tweaks make little difference to the 
overall impact of their consump-
tion. In some cases, they increase it. 
The switch to biofuels favoured by 
Bill Gates is now among the greatest 
causes of habitat destruction, as for-for-
ests are felled to produce wood pel-
lets and liquid fuels, and soils are 
trashed to make biomethane.

But more important than the di-
rect impacts of the ultra-wealthy is 
the political and cultural power with 
which they block effective change. 
Their cultural power relies on a 
hypnotising fairytale. Capitalism 
persuades us that we are all tem-
porarily embarrassed millionaires. 
This is why we tolerate it. In real-
ity, some people are extremely rich 
because others are extremely poor: 
massive wealth depends on exploi-
tation. And if we did all become 
millionaires, we would cook the 
planet in no time at all. But the fai-
rytale of universal wealth, one day, 
secures our obedience.

The difficult truth is that, to 
prevent climate and ecological ca-
tastrophe, we need to level down. 
We need to pursue what the Bel-
gian philosopher Ingrid Robeyns 
calls limitarianism. Just as there is 
a poverty line below which no one 
should fall, there is a wealth line 
above which no one should rise. 
What we need are not carbon taxes, 
but wealth taxes. It shouldn’t sur-
prise us that ExxonMobil favours 
a carbon tax. It’s a form of MCB. 
It addresses only one aspect of the 
many-headed environmental crisis, 
while transferring responsibility 
from the major culprits to everyone. 
It can be highly regressive, which 
means that the poor pay more than 
the rich.

But wealth taxes strike at the 
heart of the issue. They should be 
high enough to break the spiral of 
accumulation and redistribute the 
riches accumulated by a few. They 
could be used to put us on an en-
tirely different track, one that I call 
“private sufficiency, public luxury”. 
While there is not enough eco-
logical or even physical space on 
Earth for everyone to enjoy private 
luxury, there is enough to provide 
everyone with public luxury: mag-
nificent parks, hospitals, swimming 
pools, art galleries, tennis courts 
and transport systems, playgrounds 
and community centres. We should 
each have our own small domains – 
private sufficiency – but when we 
want to spread our wings, we could 
do so without seizing resources 
from other people.

In consenting to the continued 
destruction of our life-support sys-
tems, we accommodate the desires 
of the ultra-rich and the powerful 
corporations they control. By re-
maining trapped in the surface film, 
absorbed in frivolity and MCB, we 
grant them a social licence to oper-
ate.

We will endure only if we cease 
to consent. The 19th-century de-
mocracy campaigners knew this, 
the suffragettes knew it, Gandhi 
knew it, Martin Luther King knew 
it. The environmental protesters 
who demand systemic change have 
also grasped this fundamental truth. 
In Fridays for Future, Green New 
Deal Rising, Extinction Rebel-
lion and the other global uprisings 
against systemic environmental 
collapse, we see people, mostly 
young people, refusing to consent. 
What they understand is history’s 
most important lesson. Our survival 
depends on disobedience.

The Guardian UK

motor of economic growth. Capital-
ism, which sounds so reasonable 
when explained by a mainstream 
economist, is in ecological terms 
nothing but a pyramid scheme.

Is this the riverbed? No. Capi-
talism is just a means by which 
something even bigger is pursued. 
Wealth.

It scarcely matters how green 
you think you are. The main cause 
of your environmental impact isn’t 
your attitude. It isn’t your mode of 
consumption. It isn’t the choices 
you make. It’s your money. If you 
have surplus money, you spend it. 
While you might persuade your-
self that you are a green mega-
consumer, in reality you are just a 
mega-consumer. This is why the 
environmental impacts of the very 
rich, however right-on they may be, 
are massively greater than those of 
everyone else.

Preventing more than 1.5C of 
global heating means that our aver-
age emissions should be no greater 
than two tonnes of carbon dioxide 
per person per year. But the richest 
1 percent of the world’s people pro-
duce an average of more than 70 
tonnes.

Gigantic
Bill Gates, according to one es-

timate, emits almost 7,500 tonnes 
of CO2, mostly from flying in his 
private jets. Roman Abramovich, 
the same figures suggest, produces 
almost 34,000 tonnes, largely by 
running his gigantic yacht.

The multiple homes that ultra-
rich people own might be fitted with 
solar panels, their supercars might 

Capitalism is destroying the planet
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is grow-
ing, yet most news and analysis 
outside the country is produced 
by mainstream media from the 
global north. To provide ac-
cess to Chinese perspectives, 
the Dongsheng Collective – re-
searchers from various coun-
tries – offers a China digest of 
news. This is an edited selection.

ASEAN partnership
CHINA and ASEAN have elevated 
their relationship to “comprehen-
sive strategic partnership” status, 
boosting security and development 
cooperation. China has pledged US 
$1.5 billion for pandemic relief and 
economic recovery over next three 
years to the Southeast Asian bloc 
– its largest trading partner – and 
announced US$150 billion in agri-
cultural imports from ASEAN over 
the next five years.

South China Morning Post

Oil reserves request
CHINA, the largest importer of 
crude oil (542 million barrels), says 
it may fulfill a US request to release 
reserves to help stabilise soaring 
global prices. After OPEC refused, 
US President Joe Biden made the 
same request to South Korea, Ja-
pan, and India, to contain the US’s 
60 percent gasoline price hike and 
inflation. Chinese reserves are 
equivalent to 40-50 days of imports 
compared to 90 days in the US.

Global Times

Firms’ fake status
THE state-owned Assets Super-
vision and Administration Com-
mission has exposed 353 pri-
vate companies pretending to be 
government-owned. “Fake state-
owned enterprises” use names 
similar to real ones and opaque 
structures to conceal real owners in 
order to gain the trust of the public, 
investors, and banks, who prefer to 
extend credit to state-owned enter-
prises rather than private ones.

Caixin Global

Credit for clean coal
THE People’s Bank of China plans 
to open a US$31.35 billion low-
interest credit line to support clean 
coal use. Projects to reduce emis-
sions, such as smart mining, more 
efficient coal-fired power plants, 
clean heating systems, and coalbed 
methane utilisation will be financed 
with interest (1.75 percent) almost 
three times less the price of market 
average.

Caixin Global

Net growth US$120tn
CHINA’S net worth grew from 
US$7 to $120 trillion (2000-2020) 
surpassing the US, which doubled 
its net worth to $90 trillion. In 
the ten countries surveyed, rising 
equity and real estate valuations 
(accounting for two-thirds of total 
wealth) drove growth. China ac-
counted for half of that growth, but 
the share of the country’s wealthi-
est 10 percent grew 48-67 percent.

Bloomberg

Renewable energy up
CHINA has doubled installed re-
newable energy capacity since 
2015, reaching one billion kW, or 
43.5 percent of total installations. 
Wind power generation increased 
30.4 percent year-on-year (299 
million kWs), solar power genera-
tion grew 23.7 percent (282 million 
kWs), and hydropower remains at 
385 million kWs. Cost inflation is 
delaying solar energy expansion.

CGTN

Cuba supporters rally for 
an end to US interference
SUPPORTERS of Cuba’s 
revolution mobilised in 
around 20 cities in the United 
States in November to show 
their opposition to attempts 
by the US government to de-
stabilise the country.

The protests, which also took 
place internationally, demanded 
an end to the cruel US blockade 
of Cuba. 

The protests took place on No-
vember 15, the day that fully vac-
cinated Cuban children returned to 
school and tourists were welcomed 
back to the island – a crucial life-
line for the economy.

Counter revolutionary groups 
organised by the CIA were hoping 
to stage street demonstrations that 
day to cause maximum damage to 
society, but in Cuba and around 
the world they completely failed 
to draw mass participation despite 
promotion by the international cor-
porate media. In the end, the streets 
belonged to the revolutionaries.

In Washington DC Defenders of 
Cuba rallied and counter-protested 
against right-wing, anti-Cuba dem-
onstrators. The action was spon-
sored by Black Workers Center 
Chorus, DC Metro Coalition, AN-
SWER Coalition, Code Pink, and 
Friends of the Congo. Participants 
drowned out the right-wing pro-
testers, outnumbering the counter-
revolutionaries 10 to one.

In Atlanta a rally was organised 
by the ANSWER Coalition and 
Party for Socialism and Liberation. 
Housing activist Graham said: 
“When I see that Cuba can house 
all of its people even in the face of 
a criminal blockade and then I look 
here at home and see thousands on 
the streets in the richest country in 
history, I am deeply ashamed.”

 
Resistance

During a rally in San Francisco, 
Gloria La Riva called in from Cuba. 
With the sound projecting over the 
busy intersection of Powell and 
Market, she described the calm in 
the streets, the flop that was meant 
to be a counterrevolutionary day of 
action, and the sense of achieve-
ment and pride from the Cuban 
people toward the revolution for its 
response to the COVID pandemic 
and its incredible resistance against 
constant regime change plots.

La Riva also underscored that 
the interests of workers in the 
United States lie in solidarity not 
with their imperialist government, 
but with the Cuban Revolution. 
The action was organised by the 
ANSWER Coalition and attended 
by a wide range of organisations 
including the Cuba and Venezuela 
Solidarity Committee; Venceremos 
Brigade – Bay Area; Saving Lives 
Campaign – Bay Area; Internation-
al Committee for Peace, Justice 
and Dignity; Party for Socialism 
and Liberation; Task Force on the 
Americas; Committee in Solidar-
ity with the People of El Salvador; 
Democratic Socialists of America – 
San Francisco; CodePink; Peace & 
Freedom Party; and Labor Council 
for Latin American Advancement.

In New York City, opponents 
of US intervention came out for 
a rally called by the New York – 

CIA-backed counter revolutionaries fail to draw crowds

New Jersey Cuba Coalition. Many 
protesters carried handmade signs 
proclaiming their support for the 
Cuban Revolution and Cuban 
people. Notable in the crowd were 
Puerto Rican diaspora revolution-
ary activists.

New York City has the largest 
Puerto Rican communities outside 
of the country, and many Nuyori-
cans see their struggle as inextrica-
bly linked with the Cuban struggle, 
as evidenced by the much beloved 
“Dos Alas” mural in East Harlem. 
The mural, depicting the faces of 
Pedro Albizu Campos and Che 
Guevara, has endured repeated 
defacements by right-wing Cuban 
Americans, only to be restored 
over and over by the El Barrio 
community. Cuban, Puerto Rican, 

and Latin songs, such as Gua-
jira Guantanamera, could be heard 
throughout the rally.

In Boston, activists mobilised 
by the ANSWER Coalition-Boston 
were expecting counter protesters 
but there were none. Instead, dur-
ing one of the speeches they heard 
a young man shout, “Viva Fidel!” 
from inside the Commons. 

Sussen from the July 26 Coali-
tion, addressed the crowd, “Hands 
off Cuba! Hands off Guantanamo! 
Let’s visit Cuba! Cuba just opened 
its doors today and they are cel-
ebrating that 90 percent of their 
population has been vaccinated 
against COVID. Kids are back to 
school vaccinated.” 

In Los Angeles, ANSWER or-
ganiser Cristian Alcaraz spoke 

about the absence of homelessness 
in Cuba, in contrast to the condi-
tions in the United States. The rally 
was held in a location in down-
town LA where homeless people 
regularly gather.

At a rally in Providence, Rhode 
Island, Max Binder of the PSL 
stated: “We stand with the Cuban 
people against US intervention be-
cause their struggle is our struggle. 
As working and oppressed people, 
we stand with Cuba because they 
stand with us.”

In Philadelphia, a rally was held 
at the Liberty Bell where members 
of Democratic Socialists of Amer-
ica, the ANSWER Coalition, Party 
for Socialism and Liberation, and 
Workers’ World Party gathered to 
demand an end to the US blockade 

and interference. A counterrevolu-
tionary demonstration was sched-
uled to take place at the same time 
as the pro-Cuba rally, but the right-
wing action didn’t materialise.

In San Diego, supporters of Cuba 
went out into the streets to educate 
people about the situation in the 
country. Zach Farber, journalist 
with Liberation News said, “Over-
all people were extremely recep-
tive. The moment we mentioned 
Cuba their eyes would light up.”

Demonstrations also took place 
in West Chester, Pennsylvania; 
Milwaukee; Chicago; Indianapolis 
and Bloomington, Indiana; Spring-
field, Missouri; Asheville, North 
Carolina; Greenville, South Caro-
lina; Tampa; and Berea, Kentucky.

Liberation

US revokes China Telecom licence over ‘security’
WASHINGTON has revoked the US licence of 
one of China’s biggest telecoms companies 
citing “national security” concerns.

China Telecom has been ordered stop pro-
viding services in America within 60 days.

Officials said the Chinese government’s 
control of the company gave it the opportuni-
ty, “to access, store, disrupt, and/or misroute 
US communications”.

This in turn could allow it, “to engage in es-
pionage and other harmful activities against 
the US”, they said.

China Telecom, which has provided tele-
coms services in the US for nearly 20 years, 
called the decision “disappointing”.

“We plan to pursue all available options 
while continuing to serve our customers,” a 
statement said.

China Telecom is one of three companies 

that dominate China’s telecoms market. The 
firm has hundreds of millions of customers 
in 110 countries, with services ranging from 
broadband internet to mobile and landline 
telephone networks.

The decision came hours after US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen spoke to China’s Vice 
Premier Liu He about the state of the global 
economy.

The meeting had been seen as a sign of 
improving relations between the two super-
powers, which had recently exchanged barbs 
over trade and Taiwan.

The Federal Communication Commission 
(FCC) warned it might shut down China Tele-
com Americas in April 2020, claiming the firm, 
“is subject to exploitation, influence, and 
control by the Chinese government”.

It said the company was, “highly likely to 

be forced to comply with Chinese govern-
ment requests without . . . independent 
judicial oversight”.

It is the latest Chinese telecoms firm to be 
targeted by US officials over national security 
concerns.

Last year, the FCC designated Huawei and 
ZTE as threats to communications networks, 
making it harder for US firms to buy equip-
ment from them.

The FCC revoked China Mobile’s US 
licence in 2019, and is in process of doing 
so for two other state-backed firms; China 
Unicom Americas and Pacific Networks.

In all cases, US officials cited risks that the 
Chinese government could use the com-
panies to spy on America or harm national 
interests.

BBC

Pro-Cuba demostrators rally in (clockwise): San Fran-
cisco; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; New York City
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Unnecessary and costly war in 
Ethiopia adds to people’s plight

THE TIGRAY conflict is an 
unnecessary ongoing civil 
war that began on November 
3, 2020 in the Tigray region 
of Ethiopia.

Why start such an unnecessary 
and costly war in terms of human 
life and suffering given the many 
problems that afflict the people 
of Ethiopia?

The unity of all the Ethiopian 
people is absolutely necessary. 
They should rise above the contro-
versies that have turned them into 
enemies because of disputes or in-
trigues, ambitions, or the machina-
tions of imperialism.

They must not allow anybody 
or anything to divide them. They 
must use political formulas and ne-
gotiations to resolve the problems 
or differences that have caused 
them to fight each other.

Listening to or watching the 
news on television, it’s really very 
difficult to understand what’s go-
ing on and what has caused this 
war and where and when it will 
end?

Today the local Tigray Defence 
Forces (TDF) are fighting the 
Ethiopian National Defence Force 
(ENDF), the Ethiopian Federal Po-
lice, regional police, and gendar-
merie forces of the neighbouring 
Amhara and Afar regions with the 
involvement of the Eritrean De-
fence Forces (EDF).

Due to the onset of the war, a 
deep humanitarian crisis has de-
veloped. In 2019, to distance the 
country from ethnic federalism and 
ethnic nationalist politics, Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed merged the 
ethnic and region-based constitu-
ent parties of the Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF) coalition and sev-
eral opposition parties into his new 
Prosperity Party.

The Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF), a politically pow-
erful entity that had dominated 
Ethiopian politics for 27 years as 
a repressive regime through a one-
party dominant system, refused to 
join the new party. The TPLF then 
alleged that Abiy Ahmed became 
an illegitimate ruler because the 
general elections scheduled for 
August 29, 2020 were postponed 
to 2021 due to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The TPLF, led by its chairman 
Debretsion Gebremichael, went 
ahead with regional elections in 
Tigray in September 2020 in de-
fiance of the federal government, 
which then declared the Tigray 
election illegal.

After a long build-up of Eritrean 
and Amhara forces on Tigray’s 
borders, fighting between Tigray 
forces and the Ethiopia-Eritrea-
Amhara alliance began on No-
vember 3, 2020, with attacks on 

the Northern Command bases and 
headquarters of the ENDF in the 
Tigray Region by Tigray security 
forces.

Counterattacks by the ENDF 
in Tigray were described as a po-
lice action by federal authorities. 
Federal allied forces captured Me-
kelle, the capital of the Tigray Re-
gion, on November 28, after which 
Prime Minister Abiy declared the 
Tigray operation “over”.

The Tigray government stated in 
late November that it would con-
tinue fighting until the “invaders” 
were out, and on June 28, 2021 the 
Tigray Defence Forces retook Me-
kelle and advanced into the Am-
hara and Afar regions in July.

Coalition
In early November this year, the 

TDF together with the Oromo Lib-
eration Army (OLA) took control 
of several towns on the highway 
south from Tigray Region towards 
Addis Ababa, and the TPLF stated 
that its was considering marching 
on Addis Ababa. Together with 
seven smaller rebel groups, the 
TPLF and OLA declared a coali-
tion aiming to “dismantle Abiy’s 
government by force or by negoti-
ations, and then form a transitional 
authority”. At least 10,000 people 
have died.

Peace and mediation propos-

als included an early November 
2020 African Union (AU) media-
tion proposed by Debretsion and 
refused by Abiy; an AU trio of 
former African presidents who vis-
ited Ethiopia in late November; an 
emergency Intergovernmental Au-
thority on Development summit of 
East African heads of government 
and state that met in late Decem-
ber 20, 2020 in Djibouti; and peace 
proposals on February 19, 2021 by 
the Tigray government and on Feb-
ruary 20 by the National Congress 
of Great Tigray (Baytona), Tigray 
Independence Party (TIP) and Sal-
say Weyane Tigray (SAWET).

In July and August, 2021, the 
“A3+1” mediation group, con-
sisting of three African countries; 
Kenya, Niger and Tunisia, and 
one non-African country, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, was 
formed and called for an “Ethio-
pian-owned process” supported by 
peace resolution processes, espe-
cially those of the AU, in the spirit 
of “African solutions to African 
challenges”.

Olusegun Obasanjo, former 

president of Nigeria, talked to 
Abiy and Debretsion separately 
and stated on November 8 to the 
AU Peace and Security Council 
that both leaders agreed that “the 
differences opposing them are po-
litical and require political solution 
through dialogue”.

Following the end of the Ethio-
pian Civil War in 1991, Ethiopia 
became a dominant-party state 
under the rule of the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democrat-
ic Front (EPRDF), a coalition of 
ethnically based parties dominated 
by the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF). The founding and 
most influential member was the 
TPLF and the chairperson was 
Meles Zenawi, who was the prime 
minister of Ethiopia until his death 
in 2012.

On April 2, 2018, the once-pow-
erful TPLF was ousted from power 
in the federal government owing 
to a growing discontent within the 
public, a reaction to 27 years of 
repression. In a closed-door elec-
tion to chair the EPRDF, executive 
committee members from Amhara, 

Oromia and Southern Nations, Na-
tionalities, and Peoples’ regions 
voted for Abiy Ahmed in defiance 
of the TPLF, which was hoping to 
get Shiferaw Shigute elected chair-
man.

After losing the election and 
being ousted from the federal gov-
ernment, TPLF officials relocated 
to Tigray and continued adminis-
tering the region for three years, 
frequently clashing with the fed-
eral government. In one instance, 
the regional administration of Ti-
gray is reported to have defied the 
federal government and refused to 
allow Ethiopian Federal Police to 
arrest Getachew Assefa, the former 
chief of the National Intelligence 
and Security Service (NISS) of 
Ethiopia and executive member of 
TPLF.

Illegitimate
On December 1, 2019, Prime 

Minister Abiy Ahmed merged the 
ethnic and region-based parties of 
the EPRDF (which had governed 
Ethiopia for 28 years) and several 
opposition parties into his new 
Prosperity Party. The TPLF, which 
had dominated Ethiopian politics, 
refused to join the new party and 
alleged that Abiy Ahmed became 
an illegitimate ruler by reschedul-
ing the general elections set for 29 
August 2020 to an undetermined 

date in 2021 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The TPLF used to be part of 
the Ethiopian governing coalition 
until its 2019 refusal to merge 
into the Prosperity Party. In 2020, 
tensions between the federal gov-
ernment and Tigray escalated in 
the months before the November 
Tigray military intervention. Not 
only the TPLF, but even the Ti-
gray branch of Abiy’s own Pros-
perity Party expressed fears for 
an Eritrean invasion. Abiy, who is 
of Oromo descent, accused TPLF 
party members in the Tigray Re-
gional Government of undermin-
ing his authority. By contrast, 
Tigray authorities saw the refusal 
to recognise the September 2020 
election for Tigray’s state council 
(which, along with all elections in 
Ethiopia, had been delayed by the 
federal elections board because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in Ethio-
pia) as the reason for the outbreak 
of the conflict. Abiy Ahmed’s gov-
ernment considered the September 
Tigray election to be illegal.

The warming of relations be-
tween Abiy Ahmed and Eritrean 
President Isaias Afwerki, who is 
poorly regarded in Tigray, was 
also considered to have fuelled the 
tension. Ethiopian elite units were 
transported to Gherghera base 
near Asmara “as part of a security 
pact” between Abiy and Isaias in a 
plan to “strike out of existence the 
TPLF”, according to former Er-
itrean Minister of Defence, Mesfin 
Hagos.

In late October, the Ethiopian 
Reconciliation Commission stated 
that it was trying to mediate be-
tween the federal and regional 
governments and the TPLF, but 
that pre-conditions set by all sides 
were blocking progress.

Opponents of the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front have de-
scribed it as a heavily armed ethnic 
nationalist paramilitary insurgen-
cy, terrorist organisation, political 
party, and former ruling authoritar-
ian regime of Ethiopia.

As tensions continued to grow, 
a general appointed by Abiy was 
prevented by the Tigrayan govern-
ment from taking up his military 
post. The day before the Tigray 
forces’ November 4 Northern 
Command attacks, the federal par-
liament of Ethiopia had suggested 
designating the TPLF as a terrorist 
organisation.

The 1995 Constitution of Ethio-
pia states in Article 39.1, “Every 
nation, nationality, and people in 
Ethiopia has unconditional right to 
self-determination, including the 
right to secession.” Article 62.9 
grants the House of Federation the 
right to “order federal intervention 
if any state [government], in vio-
lation of [the] constitution, endan-
gers the constitutional order.”

In late September, 2020, the 
TPLF stated that the constitutional 
term limit of the House of Federa-
tion, the House of Peoples’ Repre-
sentatives (HoPR), the prime min-
ister, and the Council of Ministers 
was October 5, 2020, and that for 
this reason, it would consider “the 
incumbent” constitutionally ille-
gitimate after October 5.

The TPLF has proposed replac-
ing the government with a tech-
nocratic caretaker government as 
detailed in a plan posted on Face-
book by the Coalition of Ethiopian 
Federalist Forces. 

Socialist Party 
president Fred 
M’membe asks why 
a country beset with 
so many problems 
would enter into a 
lengthy civil conflict, 
and charts the time-
line from its beginning 
in the Tigray region in 
November last year

The unity of all the Ethiopian people is
absolutely necessary. They should rise 

above the controversies that have turned them 
into enemies because of disputes or intrigues, 
ambitions, or the machinations of imperialism
‘
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CPC issues
an historic
resolution
on the past
Review only the third 
in the last 100 years 
THE SIXTH plenary session 
of the 19th Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC), held in Bei-
jing from November 8 to 11, 
adopted a landmark resolu-
tion on major achievements 
and historical experience of 
the party over the past cen-
tury.

It is the century-old party’s 
third resolution on historical 
issues. Seventy-six years have 
passed since its first resolution 
of its kind and 40 years since 
the second.

Noting that learning from his-
tory is a vital characteristic in 
Chinese culture, Xi Jinping, gen-
eral secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee, stressed that the 
party had consistently attached 
great importance to reviewing 
its historical experience.

The Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee in March 
decided that the sixth plenary 
session would focus on a com-
prehensive review of the party’s 
major achievements and expe-
rience in its century-long his-
tory. A working group was estab-
lished, with Xi as its chief, to draft 
the document. Xi also chaired 
the first meeting of the group in 
April, officially starting the draft-
ing work.

Consensus
At that meeting, Xi stressed 

that the drafting of a document 
of high quality on the party’s 
history is “arduous but glorious 
work” since the process would 
build a broader consensus and 
stronger unity in will and ac-
tion among all party members. 
He said it would also rally and 
lead Chinese people of all eth-
nic groups in achieving new and 
great success in building social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
in the new era.

When the framework of the 
draft document was taking 
shape, Xi presided over another 
plenary meeting of the group on 
the drafting work.

On July 1, members of the 
drafting group gathered in 
Tian’anmen Square in downtown 
Beijing to listen to Xi’s speech at 
a grand gathering celebrating 
the CPC centenary, which has be-
come the key basis of the draft-
ing work.

Xi has reiterated “the need to 
promote democracy and draw 
on collective wisdom” during 
the drafting process to make the 
draft resolution a solid docu-
ment, epitomising collective wis-
dom and consensus.

As early as April 1, the CPC 
Central Committee issued a cir-
cular to conduct discussions and 
solicit opinions on the agenda 
of the sixth plenary session of 
the 19th CPC Central Committee 
from both within and outside the 
party.

In more than 20 days, 109 
views and suggestions from vari-
ous regions, departments, and 
sides were gathered, and the 
drafting group compiled a sum-
mary of 753,000 Chinese charac-
ters accordingly.

On September 10, Xi chaired a 
symposium to solicit non-com-
munists’ views and suggestions 
on the draft resolution, at which 
non-communists voiced their 
opinions and submitted 10 writ-
ten materials.

Xi gave specific instructions 
that all pertinent suggestions 
should be absorbed and embod-
ied in the resolution.

During the drafting process, Xi 
convened a series of meetings of 
the drafting group, the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Com-
mittee, and its Standing Commit-
tee.

He also studied and edited 
each draft of the resolution and 
offered concrete suggestions and 
requirements.

Xi delivered a work report at 
the plenary session on behalf of 
the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee on November 
8, and explained the draft of the 
resolution to the session.

Plenum attendees were di-
vided into 10 groups for delib-
eration on the draft documents. 
They offered 138 suggestions, 
based on which 22 revisions 
were made to the draft.

On November 11, the reso-
lution, with more than 36,000 
Chinese characters, was unani-
mously endorsed.

Prosperous
“Just like the previous two 

resolutions, [this resolution] will 
play an important role in help-
ing to unite the theory, will and 
action of the party to achieve 
future progress, and in realising 
the second centenary goal and 
the great Chinese dream of re-
juvenation,” senior party official 
Qu Qingshan said at a press con-
ference.

The party has previously set 
two centenary goals: that China 
would become a “moderately 
prosperous” society by 2021, 
and the second, that it would be 
a “fully developed, rich, and pow-
erful” nation by 2049.

The four-day closed-door ses-
sion gathered more than 370 full 
and alternate members of the 

party’s 19th Central Committee, 
the country’s top leadership.

It was the last major meeting 
of party leaders ahead of the na-
tional congress next year, where 
Xi is expected to seek a historic 
third term as president.

In 2018, China scrapped the 
two-term limit on the presiden-
cy, effectively allowing him to 
remain in power for life.

The resolution is significant 
because it cements Xi’s hold on 
power. “He is trying to cast him-
self as the hero in the epic of 
China’s national journey,” said 
Adam Ni, editor of China Neican, 
a newsletter on Chinese current 
affairs.

“By pushing through a histori-
cal resolution that puts himself 
at the centre of the grand nar-
rative of the Party and modern 
China, Xi is demonstrating his 
power. But the document is also 
a tool to help him retain this 
power,” he said.

Dr Chong Ja Ian from the Na-
tional University of Singapore 

said the latest move set Xi apart 
from other previous Chinese 
leaders.

“[Former leaders] Hu Jintao 
and Jiang Zemin never had as 
much consolidated authority as 
Xi. However, it is unclear wheth-
er they had the inclination to do 
so even if presented with similar 
opportunities,” Dr Chong said.

“There is certainly a lot of 
emphasis on Xi as a person at 
present. The degree to which it 
becomes more formally insti-

tutionalised is what many are 
watching out for at the moment.”

Both Deng and Mao, who 
passed previous resolutions, 
used it as a way to break with the 
past.

The first resolution, adopt-
ed at a party plenum in 1945, 
helped Mao consolidate his 
leadership so that he had full 
authority when he declared the 
creation of the People’s Republic 
of China in 1949.

When Deng took over as leader 

in 1978, he initiated the second 
resolution in 1981 where he crit-
icised Mao’s “errors” during the 
Cultural Revolution from 1966 to 
1976 and set the foundations for 
China’s economic reforms.

Unlike the former resolutions, 
however, Xi is looking instead to 
emphasise continuity with his 
resolution, said Ni said.

Xi’s report comes at a time 
when China has become a global 
power, something scarcely imag-
inable just a few decades ago.

“The country stands at a point 
where it can now look back at 
significant growth in its econo-
my, military, and recognition of 
its status as a major power, with 
the CCP as well as its leadership 
deeply entrenched with no op-
position domestically,” Dr Chong 
said.

“In some ways, the CCP with Xi 
at its helm has reached a pinna-
cle of achievement for the party 
and for China.”

CCTV/BBC

LET’S NOT allow others’ fears of China to 
be our fears. We really should have nothing 
to fear about China. Everyday we are being 
bombarded with anti-China propaganda on 
television channels and other news media 
outlets.

Those who have enslaved us, exploited us, 
humiliated and colonised us for centuries are 
today trying to scare us about China doing 
the same to us. Why? Is it because they now 
love us more, care about us more?

It’s not us they are worried about, it’s about 
themselves. They are very worried about 
being surpassed by China economically, tech-
nologically and consequently militarily.

They must let others develop while seeking 
their own advancement, they must let others 
live better aspiring to live better themselves, 
they must let others feel secure while seeking 
their own security. 

Let’s not blindly follow them on China. 
Every country’s situation is different, and 
every path is different. Whether the shoe 
fits or not, only the wearer knows.  We have 
more to learn and benefit from cooperation 
with China. But this is not to say dealing with 
China will be without problems or challenges. 
There’s no relationship without problems or 
challenges. But these have to be understood, 
weighed and dealt with as they arise. But our 
problems and challenges with China are very 
different from their problems and challenges 
with China. And they openly state their prob-
lems and challenges with China. 

For instance, in early October, the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States 
announced that it had created a top-level 
working group on China. CIA Director William 
Burns said the United States was facing its 
“toughest geopolitical test in a new era of 
great power rivalry”, and so the CIA stated 
that it would focus its attention on this test. 
What is the test? The test is, as US President 
Joe Biden put it, China’s “aggressiveness”.

What is the evidence of Chinese “aggres-
siveness”? The last time the armed forces 
of the United States and China had a serious 
clash was in 2001, when a US Navy intel-
ligence aircraft, which was conducting a 
reconnaissance mission extremely close to 
South China’s Hainan Province, collided with 
a Chinese fighter jet. Since then, there has 
been no direct clash between American and 
Chinese forces. However, the US has con-
tinued to build up military capabilities in the 
Pacific Ocean, strengthening its Indo-Pacific 
Command, establishing two new military and 
strategic channels (the QUAD with Australia, 
India, and Japan, as well as AUKUS with Aus-
tralia and the United Kingdom), in addition to 
ratcheting up its rhetoric versus China. China, 
meanwhile, has built up its defensive capa-
bilities, including military means to defend its 
territory and its regional interests.

Even the US military has acknowledged in 
a key report that China does not seek to at-
tack the US nor threaten its interests outside 
of Asia (Pentagon, Military and Security De-
velopments Involving the People’s Republic 
of China, 2020). This same document from the 
US military makes it clear that China, unlike 
the US, has adopted a “no first use” nuclear 

policy. As the US military document notes, 
“China will never use nuclear weapons first 
at any time nor under any circumstances, and 
China unconditionally undertakes not to use 
or threaten to use nuclear weapons against 
any nonnuclear-weapon state or in nuclear-
weapon-free zones.”

If the US military’s own assessment is 
that China is not a threat, then why does the 
White House continue to advance the view 
of a “China threat”? In his first speech to the 
US Congress as President in April 2021, Joe 
Biden said that, “China and other countries 
are closing in fast”. Biden was not referring 
to any specific military developments. De-
spite all the rhetoric, the US still boasts a vast 
military, much more powerful than any other 
military force on the planet.

So, when Biden says that China is “closing 
in fast”, he is not in fact referring to a military 
challenge but to an economic one. It is now 
widely recognised that in certain key fields, 
such as telecommunications, high-speed 
rail etc, China’s scientific and technological 
achievements are already one or two gen-
erations ahead of the US. This is a serious 
challenge to US-based high-tech firms, which 
have come to believe that they have a divine 
right to retain their superiority. This challenge 
from China has been something of a surprise 
to them, and one that they feel can only be 
remedied by non-market forces, such as a 
US-imposed hybrid war.

It is this rising economic threat that has 
provoked the US to adopt its increasingly 
war-like rhetoric and a military build-up on 
China’s shores.

Fred M’membe
Socialist Party president

Those who enslaved, exploited and humiliated 
us are now trying to scare us about China

President Xi Jinping makes a statement to the nation on CCTV, below: CPC centenary celebrations in Beijing
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Even ‘car guys’ now understand
the need for net-zero emissions
After empty speeches, broken promises, unfulfilled pledges on the climate   

IT IS perhaps fitting that 
United States President Joe 
Biden arrived in Glasgow for 
the 26th Conference of Parties 
(COP26) on the climate catas-
trophe with eighty-five cars 
in tow months after declar-
ing, “I’m a car guy”. 

Only three countries in the 
world have more cars per person 
than the US, and these countries 
(Finland, Andorra, and Italy) 
have a much smaller population 
than the United States.

Just before Biden left for the 
G20 summit, his meeting with 
Pope Francis, and COP26, he had 
his administration pressure the oil-
producing states (OPEC+) to “do 
the needful when it comes to sup-
ply”, namely, to increase oil pro-
duction.

While the US pressured OPEC+ 
to boost oil production, the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
released its key report on global 
emissions. UNEP pointed out that 
the G20 countries account for close 
to 80 percent of global greenhouse 
gases and that the three highest per 
capita major carbon emitters are 
Saudi Arabia, Australia, and the 
United States. Since the popula-
tions of Saudi Arabia (34 million) 
and Australia (26 million) are so 
much smaller than that of the Unit-
ed States (330 million), it is clear 
that the US emits much greater 
volumes of CO2 than these other 
two countries: Australia accounts 
for 1.2 percent of global carbon 
emissions, while Saudi Arabia 
accounts for 1.8 percent, and the 
United States 14.8 percent.

Before the Glasgow meet-
ing, the G20 leaders convened 
in Rome to firm up their own 
approach towards the climate 
catastrophe. The communiqué 
that emerged from this meeting – 
“G20 Rome Leaders’ Declaration 
“ – was tepid, using terms like 
“make progress”, “strengthen ac-
tions”, and “scale up”.

Target
According to the report by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC), unless car-
bon emissions are reduced, it is 
unlikely that the key goal of hav-
ing no more than 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius of warming compared to pre-
industrial levels will be met. The 
IPCC notes that there is an 83 per-
cent chance of reaching that target 
if carbon emissions are reduced to 
300 gigatons from now to the time 
that we achieve net-zero carbon 
emissions (there are currently 35 
gigatons of annual CO2 emissions 
from fossil fuels). There is only a 
17 percent chance of reaching a 
global temperature increase of no 
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius if 
we can only reduce emissions to 
900 gigatons. The IPCC suggests 
that the faster the world moves to 
net-zero emissions, the better the 
chance of preventing catastrophic 
levels of warming.

At the 2015 COP21 meeting in 
Paris, none of the powerful coun-
tries would even utter the phrase 
“net-zero emissions”. Now, thanks 

to the work of the IPCC reports 
and to the mass campaigns around 
the world on the climate emer-
gency, the phrase is forced into 
the mouths of leaders who would 
prefer to be “car guys”. Though 
the need to move to zero carbon 
emissions by 2050 has been on 
the table for some years, the G20 
statement ignored this and chose 
the vague formulation that net 
emissions must end “by or around 
mid-century”. There was also little 
appetite to talk about global meth-
ane emissions, which is the sec-
ond most abundant anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas after CO2.

In the days before the COP26 
meeting, UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle Bach-
elet said, “It is time to put empty 
speeches, broken promises, and 

unfulfilled pledges behind us. 
We need laws to be passed, pro-
grammes to be implemented, and 
investments to be swiftly and 
properly funded, without further 
delay.” However, there has been a 
delay since the 1992 UN Confer-
ence on Environment and Devel-
opment in Rio de Janeiro. Pick-
ing up on the UN Conference on 
the Human Environment held in 
Stockholm (1972), the countries 
of the world pledged to do two 
things: reverse the degradation 
of the environment and recognise 
the “common but differentiated 
responsibilities” of developed and 
developing countries. It was clear 
that developed countries – mainly 
the West, the old colonial pow-
ers – had used up far more than 
their share of the “carbon budget”, 

while developing countries had not 
contributed nearly as much to the 
climate catastrophe and struggled 
to fulfil their basic obligations to 
their populations.

The Rio formula – common 
and differentiated responsibili-
ties – hung over the Kyoto Proto-
col (1997) and the Paris Accords 
(2015). Promises were made but 
not met. Developed countries 
promised what began to be called 
“climate finance”, both to mitigate 
the disastrous outcomes of the cli-
mate catastrophe and to shift reli-
ance upon carbon-based energy to 
other forms of energy. The Green 
Climate Fund has remained far 
smaller than the annual US$100 
billion commitment pledged in 
2009. The Rome G20 meeting did 
not come to any consensus on the 

empty bucket; meanwhile, it is 
important to recognise the stark 
contrast that, during the pandemic, 
a total of US$16 trillion in fiscal 
stimulus was disbursed between 
March 2020 and March 2021, 
mainly in the developed countries.

Tragically, the COP26 process 
has been swept into the matrix of 
dangerous geopolitical tensions, 
driven largely by the United States 
in its quest to prevent China’s sci-
entific and technological advance-
ment. Coal is at the centre of the de-
bate, with the argument being made 
that unless China and India cut back 
on their coal-fired power plants, no 
carbon reduction will be possible.

At the United Nations in Sep-
tember, China’s President Xi Jin-
ping said, “China will strive to 
peak carbon dioxide emissions be-

fore 2030 and achieve carbon neu-
trality before 2060”, he also stated 
that China would “not build new 
coal-fired plants overseas”. This 
was a monumental statement, far 
ahead of any of the pledges made 
by the other major global powers. 
Rather than build on this com-
mitment, the debate driven by the 
West has largely been to malign 
developing countries, including 
China, and blame them for the cli-
mate catastrophe.

Looking at the IPCC evidence, 
economist John Ross recent-
ly showed that, according to the 
United States’ own proposal to 
reduce current emissions by 50 to 
52 percent from 2005 levels, the 
country’s level of per capita CO2 
emissions would still make up 220 
percent of the global average in 
2030. If the US were to reach its 
goal, the country’s per capita car-
bon emissions in 2030 would be 
42 percent, higher than China’s are 
today. The US has suggested that 
it would like to see a 50 percent 
reduction of emissions by 2030; 
since it would take the baseline at 
the uneven present levels of emis-
sions, it would be allowed to emit 
8.0 tonnes of CO2, China would 
be entitled to 3.7 tonnes, Brazil 
to 1.2 tonnes, India to 1.0 tonnes, 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo to 0.02 tonnes. As it stands, 
Ross shows, China’s per capita 
CO2 emissions are only 46 per-
cent of US emissions, while other 
developing countries emit far less 
(Indonesia, 15 percent; Brazil, 14 
percent; India, 12 percent). For fur-
ther details, please follow the Cli-
mate Equity Monitor developed 
by the MS Swaminathan Research 
Foundation and the National Insti-
tute of Advanced Studies (Benga-
luru, India).

Rather than focus on the neces-
sary energy transition, developed 
countries have taken to crude propa-
ganda against a handful of develop-
ing states such as China and India.

Erratic
The Energy Transition Com-

mission’s Making Mission Pos-
sible: Delivering a Net-Zero Econ-
omy report estimates that the cost 
of a transition will be 0.5 percent 
of global GDP by 2050, an insig-
nificant amount compared to the 
catastrophic alternatives such as 
the disappearance of several small 
island nations and increasing wild-
ly erratic weather patterns.

The cost of the transition has 
decreased because of the decline 
in the costs of key technologies 
(onshore wind farms, solar pho-
tovoltaic cells, batteries, etc.). 
However, it is important to recog-
nise that these costs are kept arti-
ficially low because of the very 
low wages paid to miners of key 
minerals and metals that power 
these technologies (such as cobalt 
miners in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo), and because of the 
paltry royalty payments collected 
by countries of the South for these 
raw materials. If the real costs were 
paid, the transition would be more 
expensive, and the countries of the 
South would have resources to pay 
for the shift without reliance upon 
the climate fund.

Tricontinental
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Human identity is made up in part of beliefs about how to live; what is 
admirable, worthwhile, precious, and shameful. These are not abstract 
notions, but are better understood as parts of who we are, distinctions 

that guide us through the world as surely as a sense of up and down 
or near and far. And they are full of consequences. We decide which 
chances are worth taking, which attachments worth making, which 
tedious tasks are worth the reward. Making our choices count is,

however, far from straightforward.
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