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JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

There can be no 
unity while there 
is this inequality

READY FOR BATTLE – PAGE 2

l The Socialist Party’s 
newly elected councillors have 
spelled out the challenges 
facing their communities and 
pledged to fight for change.
l The councillors are: (left to 
right) Bright Mukupa, Mwiche 
ward, Shiwang’andu con-
stituency, Northern Province; 
Kelvin Mwenda, Kilale ward, 
Mufumbwe constituency, 
Northwestern Province; Mike 
Musenge, Chifwenge ward, 
Chilubi constituency, Muchin-
ga Province; and Mumba Zulu, 
Katipa ward, Nyimba constitu-
ency, Eastern Province.
l As well as listing their com-
munity priorites and needs, 
the councillors stressed 
that changes could only be 
brought about by teamwork 
and cooperation.
l “I joined the revolutionary 
movement so that with the 
help of the community we 
can solve some of our chal-
lenges at community, district, 
provincial and national levels,” 
Mumba Zulu, Katipa ward, 
Nyimba constituency, said.

Millions have no jobs, healthcare, education and food
Socialist staff reporter

SOCIALIST Party president 
Fred M’membe says there 
can be no “meaningful unity” 
in Zambia all the time mil-
lions of the country’s poor 
have no jobs, decent health-
care, equal access to educa-
tion, and struggle for food.

“Socialists are patriots and 
we wish to see our country suc-
ceed, with or without us,” he 
said in a message to the incom-
ing government.

“We wish to see the economy 
and the living conditions of our 
people improve. 

“There has been a lot of talk 
about national unity, and the focus 
has mainly been on tribalism and 
regionalism. 

“The ultimate strength of our 
country will lie not in the power of 

our security and defence forces or 
financial resources, but will lie in 
the unity of our people. 

“Speaking of Kwa and Ku, I am 
absolutely convinced that as long 
as there is enormous inequality 
among the people of our country, 
there can’t be any meaningful 
unity.

“A country that has enormous 
social differences, inequality and 
social injustice, or one where mil-
lions of people are unemployed, 
lack medical attention or have no 
schools, and have no food cannot 
have meaningful national unity.

Resources
“The existence of a glaring dis-

parity in income levels indicates 
an intolerable imbalance in the 
way wealth and resources are dis-
tributed. 

“Our reality is such that poverty 
levels in some of our provinces are 

above 80 per cent and rural pov-
erty averages 76.6 per cent.”

 Dr M’membe said that history 
abounded with instances where 
the rich and powerful had brought 
about their own downfall by refus-
ing to recognise in good time the 
legitimate demands of the ma-
jority. “And as long as this gap 

remains at its current scandalous 
level, the future of our country is 
at risk and our people will look for 
alternative leadership,” he said.

“By tolerating such high levels 
of poverty, the Zambian economy 
undermines the common good, and 
fails to demonstrate the solidarity 
that our shared human dignity de-
mands, and consequently under-
mines national unity.

“Politicians can ask, plead for 
national unity, but unity comes 
only from the hearts of people, 
from establishing a system of gov-
ernance anchored on honesty, eq-
uity, humility and solidarity.

Opposition
“And we should never forget 

that this country will not be a good 
place for any of us to live in unless 
it is a good place for all of us to 
live in.

“To our new government – as 

you are ushered in – we urge you 
to remember the cries of the Zam-
bian people. The cries that the pre-
vious government ignored at their 
own peril. 

“We promise to be a loyal op-
position party. We will provide 
very strong checks and balances. It 
won’t be a one party state, but we 
do recognise that the journey to re-
covery will not be easy. Our voice 
will be heard loud and clear on all 
important national issues.

“For us, to see wrongs being 
committed and not to speak will 
be a great betrayal of the Zambian 
people. Losing an election will not 
shut us up nor temper our resolve 
to call out the wrongs in our soci-
ety,” Dr M’membe said.

“For the sake of the Zambian 
people, we implore you to prove to 
us that you and the Patriotic Front 
are not Siamese twins.”

l ‘Lean Cabinet’ is a priority 
with this poverty – Page 3
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It is big 
business 
as usual 
for UPND
Finance minister choice 
‘will not help the poor’
Socialist staff reporter

SOCIALIST Party general 
secretary and first vice-pres-
ident Cosmas Musumali says 
that although the appointment 
of finance minister Situmbeko 
Musokotwane has been greet-
ed with “euphoria” by many 
people, it spells big business 
as usual and will not help 
eradicate Zambia’s poverty.

Reacting to Dr Musokotwane’s 
appointment, Dr Musumali said 
the new finance minister had 
been received with a lot of good 
will.

“Many people have applaud-
ed President Hakainde Hichilema 
for an appropriate appointment. I 
would say that in some quarters 
there is even a sense of euphoria 
over his appointment looking back 
at the track record he left behind in 
the Movement for Multi-Party De-
mocracy (MMD) government.

“So firstly we should appreciate 
the fact that this is one of the first 
appointments the new president has 
made. Our economy is deteriorat-
ing by the day and it needs quick 
action.

“Dr Musokotwane is one of our 
best and most experienced econo-
mists, his appointment is therefore 
not surprising from what we know 
from the ideological orientation of 
the United Party for National De-
velopment (UPND), which is pro 
big business, especially pro South 
African, pro American, and Euro-
pean multinational cooperation.”

Dr Musumali said that although 
Dr Musokotwane had “a bright 
spot” for big businesses, he was not 
pro “the poor part of our society”.

Downfall
“Years ago we predicted that 

micro-economic instability coupled 
with poor governance would be 
the downfall of the Patriotic Front 
(PF) government, and we were spot 
on with that prediction. Today we 
are confidently able to predict the 
downfall of the UPND government.

“The UPND government will, in 
the medium term stabilise the econ-
omy through tight monetory policy 
and a more prudent fiscal situation. 
We expect increased foreign direct 
investment in this country. It may 
even set the economy on an aver-
age of five percent per annum, but 
this will not be sufficient and it will 
also not be different from what was 
achieved by the MMD govern-
ment.

“This was stability and growth 
that did not take the masses of 
our people out of poverty. It was 
growth that favoured the multina-
tional corporations. It was growth 
that favoured the rich, it was 
growth that distributed the wealth 

of this country more to the rich. 
“The disparities in terms of income 
distribution grew as a result of that 
policy. We are back to the growth, 
to the stability that severely mar-
ginalised the poor, our women and 
the youth.”

Dr Musumali said the UPND 
would be following the same poli-
cies.

“So let’s forget and ignore the 
rhetoric that is coming from Presi-
dent Hakainde Hichilema. Let’s 
listen more to what the finance 
minister is saying. He is talking 
about mining, he is talking about 
big businesses and, as we know, 
these are industries that are no 
longer creating sufficient jobs for 
our people. They are also not de-
cisive in eradicating poverty in 
Zambia. They are not contributing 
the revenue that this country needs 
to improve our wellbeing. In other 
words, the UPND and Dr Muso-
kotwane are for the rich, they are 
for big international businesses.

“The masses of our people who 
voted for the UPND in their mil-
lions hoping for a change will soon-
er or later realise they have been 
duped again.”

Dr Musumali said that in time 
the economy might seem to be do-
ing well but that the Zambian poor 
would not benefit from it.

“The economy might seem to be 
stabilising, but the masses of our 
people will have nothing in it and 
this is going to be the downfall of 
the UPND government. This ap-
pointment already shows us the di-
rection this country will be taking.” 

Cosmas Musumali: appointment 
shows it is more of the same

The masses will continue to pay for reckless excesses
POOR Zambians will continue to pay for 
the excesses of a reckless ruling elite, Cos-
mas Musumali, Socialist Party general sec-
retary and first vice-president, says.

“Zambia’s current biggest expenditure 
item is external debt payment,” he said. “The 
biggest source of financing is the Zambian 
masses through personal income tax, value 
added tax, and excise duty that targets con-
sumers, plus more external borrowing.

“In essence, poor Zambians are paying 
back the external debt contracted by a reck-
less ruling elite – apart from paying for the 
luxurious lifestyles.”

Speaking on 5FM’s “Burning Issue” ra-
dio programme before the elections, Social-
ist Party general treasurer Chris Ngenda 
Mwikisa said the PF government’s reckless 
borrowing required about 119 percent of the 
country’s income to repay debts this year.

“If you pay all your debts, how are you 
going to manage your social sector require-
ments? How are you going to meet your 
health requirements?

“You must buy medicine, you must buy 
all that is required for hospitals. If you are 
paying all your money, how are you going 
to meet your education needs. It means you 

are drying up, you are unable to meet your 
requirements,” he said.

And speaking in the run-up to the elec-
tions, party president Fred M’membe spelled 
out just how much poor Zambians are paying 
for their leaders’ excesses. 

“Today we have a debt that we have dif-
ficulties repaying,” he said.

“Debt service today is taking away 70 per 
cent of our domestic revenue, the taxes we 
pay and other revenue that the government 
collects locally.

“It means that out of every kwacha the 
government gets from you, the poor Zam-

bian, 70 ngwee is used for debt servicing. 
Only 30 ngwee remains to pay our soldiers, 
police officers, nurses, doctors, teachers, our 
president, vice-president, cabinet ministers, 
permanent secretaries and so on and so forth.

“And in this 30 ngwee, we also have to en-
sure that there are medicines in the hospitals, 
the schools are functioning, there is water 
supply and so on.

“Is this working? Definitely it’s not work-
ing. It can’t work. It’s not magic,” he said.

Dr M’membe said Zambia’s economic 
crisis had to be confronted with a radical 
change of approach.

SP COUNCILLORS

Mike Musenge, Chifwenge ward, Chilubi constituency,
Muchinga Province

Kelvin Mwenda, Kilale ward, Mufumbwe constituency
Northwestern Province

Bright Mukupa, Mwiche ward, Shiwang’andu constituency, 
Northern Province

Mumba Zulu, Katipa ward, Nyimba constituency,
Eastern Province

NEWLY elected Socialist Party council-
ors are ready to play their part in helping 
their wards try to correct the many injus-
tices and challenges caused by years of 
poverty and neglect.

The councillors are: Mumba Zulu, Kati-
pa ward, Nyimba constituency, Eastern 
Province; Bright Mukupa, Mwiche ward, 
Shiwang’andu constituency, Northern 
Province; Kelvin Mwenda, Kilale ward, 
Mufumbwe constituency, Northwestern 
Province; and Mike Musenge, Chifwenge 
ward, Chilubi constituency, Muchinga 
Province.

The councillors are only too aware 
of the challenges ahead, but stress the 
solutions can only come about through 
cooperation and teamwork.

“My message to the people in my 
community is that we should cooperate, 
and also that they can trust me to deliver 
all the things I promised during the 

campaign, Kelvin Mwenda, Mufumbwe 
constituency, said.

It was a message shared by Nyimba 
constituency’s Mumba Zulu. “This 
fight is not for me alone but we are in it 
together,” he said. “We cannot all go to 
the council chamber hence you chose 
me to be your mouthpiece. My role is 
to present your needs to the relevant 
authorities.

“I joined the revolutionary movement 
so that with the help of the community 
we can solve some of our challenges 
at community, district, provincial and 
national levels,” he said.

Bright Mukupa, Shiwang’andu con-
stituency, added that he was on the look-
out to make sure proceedings were free 
of corruption.

“I will work extra hard to not allow cor-
ruption either at local government level 
or in my community,” he said.

The councillors highlighted many 
areas that needed to be addressed. Zulu 
said a lack of communication towers, 
the need for more schools, poor roads, 
safe drinking water, poor sanitation, and 
clinics with no medicines with people 
having to walk long distances to access 
them, were high on his agenda.

“I joined the revolutionary movement 
because I didn’t want to just sit idly by 
talking about change, but do something 
to bring about change,” he said.

Mwenda said the state of the roads 
and a lack of boreholes in Kilale ward 
were issues, and that he was particularly 
concerned about the plight of teachers 
and the fact that there was a shortage of 
housing for them. 

“I joined politics so that I can help the 
community by speaking for them about 
the challenges they are facing and help 
provide solutions,” he said.

Newly elected foot soldiers ready for 
battle in fight to bring about change 
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‘Lean Cabinet’ a priority in the 
face of high levels of poverty
Fred M’membe says ‘the cries of the people’ can no longer be ignored

SOCIALIST Party president 
Fred M’membe has called on 
the new government to oper-
ate with a “lean Cabinet” to 
cut costs in the face of the 
country’s high levels of pov-
erty and international debts.

“As you are ushered in, we 
urge you to remember the cries 
of the Zambian people – the cries 
that the previous government ig-
nored to its own peril,” he said.

“You will soon be appointing 
your Cabinet. This must be the be-

ginning of a different trajectory for 
this country. A lean Cabinet must 
be a priority. We hope this will be 
the beginning of the abolition of 
ministries that can be government 
departments. For the sake of the 
Zambian people, we implore you 
to prove to us that you and the Pa-
triotic Front (PF) are not Siamese 
twins,” Dr M’membe said.

“As the Socialist Party, we have 
stated that this country can be run 
effectively and efficiently by re-
ducing the number of ministers 
from 22 to 10. The outgoing gov-
ernment had 29 portfolio minis-
tries, plus one Cabinet minister in 
the Office of the Vice-President.”

And speaking at a virtual rally in 
Northern and Muchinga Provinces 
in the run-up to the election, Dr 
M’membe said the country could 
not be run the way it was under the 
now ousted PF.

“We can’t continue the same 
way, it’s not possible. We can’t, we 
can’t. We can’t continue this way. 
Drastic measures have to be taken, 
revolutionary measures have to be 
taken. We have to be frugal,” he 
said.

“You can’t run a Cabinet of 
22 people right now because you 
don’t have money for it. That mon-
ey is needed for health services, for 
schools, for peasant agriculture.”

He said the situation in the 
country was so bad it was like “hell 
on Earth”.

“These lamentations have to 
move us, we cannot ignore them. 
We cannot turn a blind eye to the 
sufferings of our people. This is 
hell on Earth,” Dr M’membe said.

Heaven
“Christ cared about the mate-

rial conditions under which people 
lived. He did not ignore them. De-
spite that He came to serve us so 
that we can go to heaven. He did 
not wait for heaven for us. He at-
tended to all material needs here 

on Earth. That is the leadership of 
Christ. We, who claim to be Chris-
tians, have to be like Christ. Be-
ing like Christ means doing what 
Christ would do in this situation.”

Dr M’membe said that had the 
Socialist Party been elected into 
power it would have taken a num-
ber of measures to combat the 
country’s serious poverty levels, 
including reducing the Cabinet to 
ten people, including the President 
and the Vice-President.

“Some ministries have to be 
merged, amalgamated,” he said. 
“There has to be a downsizing of 
government activity. Moreover, 
why do you need such a big gov-

ernment when the people govern 
themselves?”

Dr M’membe said that a social-
ist government would also have 
cut cut the salaries of top govern-
ment officials by 50 per cent and 
reduced government transport and 
international travel by government 
officials by at least 60 per cent. 

“You can’t live so well, so much 
on the moon, when the people you 
are leading have no food, no access 
to medicine, their children can’t go 
to school.”

Dr M’membe told his rally audi-
ence that top government officials 
would have had to accept a salary 
reduction or find other jobs.

Socialist staff reporter

Tribute to Comrade Grey Zulu: selfless leader of our people 
SOCIALIST Party president Fred 
M’membe paid tribute to the great 
freedom fighter and nation builder 
Alexander Grey Zulu on the one-year 
anniversary of his death.

Comrades gathered at Agrippa 
Village in Chipangali where he is 
buried for a memorial service. 

“Comrade Zulu’s very high sense 
of patriotism, selflessness, and 
spirit of sacrifice will continue to 
inspire those of us committed to 
building a more fair, just, and hu-
mane society  – a socialist Zambia,” 
Dr M’membe said. 

Dr M’membe said Zulu spent a 
greater part of his life in the struggle 
to free people from British colonial 
domination, humiliation and exploi-
tation, and to build a nation.

“We owe our existence as a nation 
to freedom fighters like Zulu,” he 
said.

“Comrade Grey Zulu was a sin-
cere, selfless, humble, incorruptible 
and reliable leader of our people, 
and one the last remaining mem-
bers of our country’s first cabinet,” 
Dr M’membe said. “With his death, 
the nation has lost an illustrious 

founding father who dedicated his 
whole life to the cause of the people. 
This strong, honest and wise man 
always looked into the future with 
confidence.”

Dr M’membe said Zulu embodied 
the high ideals of a politician, citizen 
and patriot, who wholeheartedly 
believed in the cause of the people, 
“to which he devoted his life”.

He said socialists in Zambia and 
beyond would always cherish his 
memory in their hearts.

“We are fully confident that this 
spirit will never die and that it will 

continue to enlighten and inspire 
our people, especially the youth, for 
continuing to peacefully campaign 
to finally liberate our nation from 
neo-colonial domination, humiliation 
and exploitation,” Dr M’membe said.

He said the party’s politburo, the 
central committee, and all ranks of 
the membership mourned freedom 
fighter Zulu.

Zulu, who was one of the longest 
serving political leaders in Zambia, 
was born on September 3, 1924, and 
died on August 16, last year, at his 
home in Makeni, Lusaka.

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe joins other comrades at Agrippa Village in Chipangali to remember Alexander Grey Zulu on the one-year anniversary of his death
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THE FRED M’MEMBE LITERACY CAMPAIGN

Not being able to read or write 
is the highest form of injustice 
WE STILL have many, many 
of our people in this coun-
try today who can’t read 
and write. The numbers are 
frightening. Yet, we are not 
living in the 15th century, we 
are living in the 21st century, 
Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe says.

“Without education a mod-
ern human being cannot have a 
meaningful life. Modern human 
beings cannot do without educa-
tion, that is they cannot do with-
out literacy, just as much as they 
cannot do without medication or 
proper health services.” 

Dr M’membe said that having 

so many of our people who are il-
literate was “not a small thing”.

“It is the highest form of injus-
tice to a human being not to ac-
cord them an opportunity to read 
and write. It is also an indication 
of a society’s backwardness, back-
wardness in the sense of not being 
able to utilise the technological 
advances humanity has achieved 
over the last couple of centuries.

“Over the past three years, the 
Socialist Party has run a literacy 
programme, which seeks to ad-
dress high levels of illiteracy in 
our country.”

And Dr M’membe said it was 
“no coincidence that Zambia’s 
distribution of illiteracy follows its 
patterns of poverty”.

“Underdevelopment is, among 
other things, lack of learning and 

lack of the possibility to learn,” he 
said.

“It is not only how many cannot 
read and write. It is also how many 
cannot read or write, or pass on to 
higher levels of education, due to 
the lack of teachers, schools and 
the minimum conditions beyond 
those most elementary for subsis-
tence.

“That is why our dramatic edu-
cational and cultural problems 
cannot be isolated from our overall 
socio-economic situation.

“A characteristic of illiteracy is 
that it is greater in our rural than 
in urban areas, and among women 
than among men.

“It is not by chance, however, 
that the geographic and social dis-
tribution of illiteracy is almost the 
same as that of poverty. Illiterates 

are, as a rule, also the poorest, the 
most poorly fed, the least healthy, 
the most disadvantaged and ex-
ploited.

“The illiteracy figures reveal the 
frustrated development of human 
capacities and potential; the limita-
tions on the individual as a human 
being and as part of a community; 
exploitation and ignorance as to a 
better future; the dramatic social 
effects of underdevelopment; loss 
of national identity; social and eco-
nomic backwardness.

Rationale
“Many of our children today 

lack schools or the means and pos-
sibilities to attend school.

“The rationale behind this real-
ity and its cause is the situation of 

poverty that forces them to drop 
out of school, the distances that 
have to be covered to get to school 
and the deplorable material condi-
tions of many of the schools.

“Another factor to be borne in 
mind is the insufficient training of 
teaching staff and the lack of ways 
and means to remedy this insuffi-
ciency, which has its effect on the 
limited and poor quality teaching 
provided.

“To add to an already gloomy 
situation, there is the number of 
university graduates who are lost 
every year due to the brain drain of 
the major capitalist powers.

“It is imperative to stress anoth-
er aspect that hampers our efforts 
in the pursuit of education and cul-
tural development.

“Imperialist mass media are 

continuously, sometimes subtly 
and sometimes openly, carrying 
out a process of ideological and 
cultural penetration aimed at erod-
ing our cultural identities, creating 
habits and patterns of conduct for-
eign to the needs of our people, be-
littling and deforming our people’s 
cultures in their own eyes.

“This, of course, has no bearing 
on the flow of ideas or on the le-
gitimate exchange of the products 
of their cultures among peoples. 
These very mass media are work-
ing to create a consumerist image 
devoid of all rationality and are 
trying to impose mesmerising il-
lusions on our people as absolute 
truths.

“An enormous percentage of the 
television programmes broadcast 
today in our country come from de-
veloped capitalist countries.”

Socialist staff reporter
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

Power must be an exercise 
in limitation and modesty

Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe: if you are honest, truly 
honest, you cannot be corrupted

A NEW and complex era such as this requires 
principles more than ever. 

An individual does best in a decent com-
munity of people with principles, standards, 
common aims and values.

“When honesty is lost, then wait for the 
hour (the day of judgement)”. These are the 
words of Prophet Muhammad. They paint a 
picture of the time leading up to the day of 
judgement, when righteous people will be 
sorrowful due to the lack of honesty around 
them. 

We live in a society today where honesty is 
both valued and shunned at the same time. 
We expect people to be honest in their deal-
ings with us, yet we watch and applaud liars.

If you are honest, truly honest, you cannot 
be corrupted. If you are unassuming and have 
a clear understanding of the worth of people 
and of yourself, you cannot be corrupted.

We need principles, values, 
standards, common aims

THE CRUELTY under the presidency of Mr Edgar 
Chagwa Lungu made me reflect and deeply 
meditate over the presidency of Levy Patrick 
Mwanawasa.

It is said that, “if you want to find out what a 
man is to the bottom, give him power. Any man 
can stand adversity, only a great man can stand 
prosperity”.

It is the glory of Levy that he never abused 
power, only on the side of mercy. He was a per-
fectly honest man. When he had power, he used 
it in mercy.

Nothing discloses real character like the use of 
power. It is easy for the weak to be gentle. Most 
people can bear adversity. But if you wish to 
know what a man really is, give him power.  
When early in his presidency Mr Lungu declared 
that he would, “crush like a ton of bricks anyone 
who tries to stand in his way”, many of us didn’t 
seem to pay much attention to what he was 
saying. Yet the man was revealing something 
very fundamental about his character and rule – 
cruelty!

This man was really very cruel to others. His 
cruelty was really that of a sadist, psychopath. 
Look at what he did to (now President) Hakainde 
Hichilema, Chishimba Kambwili, Harry Kalaba, 
Kelvin Bwalya Fube, and many others.

Count how many people were killed by police 
under his watch for simply assembling to offer 
solidarity or protest against an injustice. “Hu-
mans are the glory and the scum of the uni-
verse”, concluded the French philosopher, Blaise 
Pascal, in 1658. When one looks at the conduct 
of Mr Lungu, little has actually changed. We love 
and we loathe. We help and we harm. We reach 
out a hand and we stick in the knife.

We understand if someone lashes out in retali-
ation or self-defence, but when someone harms 
the harmless, we ask: “How could you?”

Humans typically do things to get pleasure or 
avoid pain. For most of us, hurting others causes 
us to feel their pain, and we don’t like that feel-
ing. This suggests two reasons people may harm 
the harmless; either they don’t feel others’ pain, 
or they enjoy feeling others’ pain.

Another reason people harm the harmless is 
because they nonetheless see a threat. Someone 
who doesn’t imperil your body or wallet can still 
threaten your social status.

Liberal societies assume causing others to 
suffer means we have harmed them. Yet some 
philosophers reject this idea. In the 21st Century, 
can we still conceive of being cruel to be kind? 
Someone who gets pleasure from hurting or 
humiliating others is a sadist. Sadists feel other 
people’s pain more than is normal, and they en-
joy it. At least, they do until it is over, when they 
may feel bad.

The popular imagination associates sadism 
with torturers and murderers, yet there is also the 
less extreme, but more widespread, phenomenon 
of everyday sadism.

Most people would flinch from having to tor-
ture another human being, mainly because when 
we inflict harm on others, we share some of that 
pain.

Everyday sadists get pleasure from hurting 
others or watching their suffering. They are rare, 
but not rare enough.

Unlike sadists, psychopaths don’t harm the 
harmless simply because they get pleasure from 
it – though they may. Psychopaths want things. 
If harming others helps them get what they want, 
so be it.

Can you ever change a psychopath’s mind? 
They can act this way because they are less 
likely to feel pity or remorse or fear. They can 
also work out what others are feeling but not get 
infected by such feelings themselves. Many who 
harm, torture or kill will be haunted by the experi-
ence. Yet psychopathy is a powerful predictor of 
someone inflicting unprovoked violence.

Italian philosopher and diplomat Niccolò 
Machiavelli once suggested that, “the times, not 
men, create disorder”. Consistent with this, neu-
roscience suggests sadism could be a survival 
tactic triggered by times becoming tough.

Sadism and psychopathy are associated with 
other traits, such as narcissism and Machiavel-

lianism. Such traits, taken together, are called the 
“dark factor of personality” or D-factor for short. 
We all have a role to play in reducing cruelty.

Sadism involves enjoying another person’s hu-
miliation and hurt. Yet it is often said that dehu-
manising people is what allows us to be cruel. 
Potential victims are labelled as dogs, lice or 
cockroaches, allegedly making it easier for oth-
ers to hurt them.

There is something to this. Research 
shows that if someone breaks a social norm, 
our brains treat their faces as less human. 
This makes it easier for us to punish people who 
violate norms of behaviour.

It is a sweet sentiment to think that if we see 
someone as human then we won’t hurt them. It 
is also a dangerous delusion. The psychologist 
Paul Bloom argues that our worst cruelties may 
rest on not dehumanising people. People may 
hurt others precisely because they recognise 
them as human beings who don’t want to suffer 
pain, humiliation or degradation.

Clearly, the exercise of power must be a con-
stant practice of self-limitation and modesty.

Rise up, fight another day

Jobs are a sign of justice
COMPATRIOTS, the recent past has revealed that 
the future of our great nation, the solutions to its 
problems, should not continue to depend on the 
interests of a few people with money, nor on the 
cold calculations of profits that a few business-
men draw up.

The problems of our country can be solved 
only if we dedicate ourselves to fight for it with 
the same energy, honesty, and patriotism our 
freedom fighters had when they founded it.

In order to derive benefit from an economy, 
the people must be able to participate in it, and 
for most people, the primary means of economic 
participation is through work. Where there is 
high unemployment we have an indication of an 
unjust economy.

“Rise up fallen fighters
Rise and take your stance again
’Tis he who fights and run away
Live to fight another day.”

Bob Marley

A TRUE revolutionary party cannot come into 
power disregarding the will of the people. It can-
not be a product of electoral processes so often 
prostituted to falsify the will and interests of the 
people, and so many times used to put into office 
the most shrewd, rather than the most honest. 

In a revolutionary process, virtue opens a 
way for itself, merit prospers, and conniving and 
greed, and cheating fail.

In a revolutionary struggle, as in no other 
struggle, only the firm – those with true convic-
tions and absolute loyalty – can stay in the ranks.

True conviction, total loyalty

SOCIALIST PARTY elec-
tion candidates were quick to 
thank the party and its lead-
ership for putting their trust 
in them and giving them the 
chance to take part in the 
2021 elections.

Their testimonials and mes-
sages of thanks were accompa-
nied by pledges to continue to 
fight for the Zambian masses and 
reminders that the socialist cause 
is a long-term commitment.

Grace Namunyola, who stood as 
a parliamentary candidate for the 
Kwacha constituency, Copperbelt 
Province, summed it up, “This is 
not the time for us to give up on 
what we believe in. Let us not de-
spair, have no regrets, let’s contin-
ue fighting for what is right bear-
ing in mind that a poor people’s 
triumph doesn’t happen or come 
overnight.”

Grace Namunyola
Kwacha, Copperbelt Province

WHEN I joined the Socialist Party, 
I truly thought my journey as a 
youth would be that of an ordinary 
member. It never crossed my mind 
that I would later be given a chance 
at leadership in Kwacha.

My greatest gratitude to the 
SP leadership for spearheading a 
youth-friendly policy that has al-
lowed many of us, particularly 
young women, to take up lead-
ership positions that have truly 
pushed us to believe in ourselves, 
that we are the majority in the 
country, and that we should begin 
to govern for ourselves. As my 
humble leader Dr Fred M’membe 
has repeatedly said, abateka bale-
kala bwino.

We have fought a good fight, at 
times with enormous challenges, 
great frustrations, and, in some 
cases, despair crept in. We truly 
wanted real change in our lives, to 
truly change our desperate living 
conditions as youths and as people 
in Kwacha.

We did our part; we delivered 
our message to the people of Kwa-
cha and I can confidently say that 
the people of Kwacha know what 
the Socialist Party stands for and 

our capability to deliver. Unfor-
tunately, we did not carry the day 
to allow us, the ordinary people, a 
chance to begin to govern for our-
selves.

But, as Dr M’membe aptly puts 
it, “Our struggle was never about 
one individual or one [event] but 
about the poor people and the 
country we love, about building a 
more just, fair and humane Zam-
bia that’s hopeful . . . we remain 
resolute in wanting the best for our 
countrymen and women.”

To my fellow youths: great 
thanks for the unwavering support. 
Truly, this is not the time for us 
to give up on what we believe in. 
Let us not despair, have no regrets, 
let’s continue fighting for what is 
right bearing in mind that a poor 
people’s triumph doesn’t happen 
or come overnight. Again, bor-
rowing from Dr. M’membe, “The 
future is not built in the future but 
on the threshold of what we do to-
day.”
Aluta Continua

Barbra Chekuda
Maramwidze
Matero, Lusaka Province

IF WOMEN don’t participate, 
if women are not there, nothing 
much will happen.

Thank you Dr Fred M’membe 
and the rest of the Socialist Party 
top leadership for believing in us, 
for spearheading the implementa-
tion of a policy of fielding not less 
than 50 percent women.

While we have not made it, our 
journey to be a part of the lead-
ership of the country we love so 
much was rewarding. This has tru-
ly strengthened our resolve to the 
causes against the oppression of 
women, as well as to those of the 
majority poor and working-class of 
our country.
Aluta Continua

Mundia Mukubesa
Kabwata, Lusaka Province

LIFE’S basic needs should be for 
all and not a select few. This is 
why I am convinced a great major-
ity Zambians are socialists but just 
don’t know it yet. The majority 

of us want to live well. We want 
to see the national cake shared eq-
uitably. This is what socialism is, 
what it entails.

We can all recline and choose to 
enjoy ourselves with those close to 
us, but we choose to advocate and 
fight for justice, equity and peace.

I remain committed to the cause 
of the poor and the working class.
Aluta Continua

Simoonga Benzwala
Chirundu, Lusaka Province

A BIG thank you to the Social-
ist Party top leadership, led by 
our able party president Dr Fred 
M’membe, for having trust in 
youths like me.

As a youth, I am grateful to the 
Socialist Party for adopting me as a 
member of parliament for Chirun-
du constituency. I remain resolute 
and committed to the struggles 
of our people, particularly to our 
great nation that has very extreme 
poverty levels.

As a people, we will only know 
true freedom when we truly liber-
ate the great majority of poor and 
young people who today live in 
great despair
Viva SP

Jimmy Simoonga
Kanyama, Lusaka Province

SOCIALIST Party Zambia, I don’t 
know how to thank you for what 
you have done for me. You gave 
me an opportunity to run for a par-
liamentary seat.

Dr Fred M’membe, Dr Cosmas 
Musumali, Dr Chris Mwikisa and 
the team: God bless you. It was not 
easy, but it happened. I will remain 
loyal to the Socialist Party as long 
as I live.

Blessings Mwale
Masaiti, Copperbelt Province

I WISH to thank Comrades Dr 
Fred M’membe and Dr Cosmas 
Musheke Musumali for consider-
ing a poor citizen like myself to 
stand as an MP, I will remain a so-
cialist and ready to help save the 
poor masses of Zambia in Masaiti 
constituency.
Viva the Socialist Party

We’ll continue to fight 
for what we believe in

Simoonga Benzwala Mundia Mukubesa Barbra Maramwidze

Jimmy Simoonga Grace Namunyola Blessings Mwale
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CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is grow-
ing, yet most news and analysis 
outside the country is produced 
by mainstream media from the 
global north. To provide ac-
cess to Chinese perspectives, 
the Dongsheng Collective – re-
searchers from various coun-
tries – offers a China digest of 
news. This is an edited selection.

Common prosperity
PRESIDENT Xi Jinping has an-
nounced a new cycle of reforms 
to address social inequalities in the 
country and build “common pros-
perity”. Following recent measures 
in education, housing, and the tech 
sector, he said government would 
formulate public policies that rec-
onciled economic efficiency with 
the strengthening of the welfare 
state, and encouraged philanthropy.

South China Morning Post

Inequality increases
INEQUALITY between the coun-
tryside and cities, social classes and 
regions have increased in recent 
decades, decreasing social mobil-
ity, official figures show. Despite 
China’s economic success, the 
wealth share of the top 1 percent 
increased (20.9 to 30.6 percent) 
over the last 20 years, with aver-
age disposable income in Shang-
hai (US$9,843) exceeding Gansu 
and Tibet (US$2,620). Medical 
expenses remain the main cause of 
“illness-induced poverty”.

Caixin Global

Data security, rights
CHINA’S new Personal Informa-
tion Protection Law is aimed at 
setting an international standard, 
defending national security and the 
rights of Chinese citizens. Effective 
November 1, the provisions will 
govern the collection and use of 
personal data, limit the practice of 
“automated decision-making” (tar-
geted marketing, for example), and 
regulate cross-border data trans-
fers, while requiring companies to 
undergo regular third-party audits.

Xinhua

Nuclear agreement
ARGENTINA and China have re-
activated an agreement to build a 
fourth nuclear plant in the South 
American country using Chinese 
technology Hualong. The 1,200 
MW reactor project will receive 
Chinese financing (ICBC) – with 
an eight-year grace period – for 85 
percent of the cost (US$8 billion).

Diálogo Chino

Rice cycles halved
CHINA has halved rice growth 
cycles to 60 days through ground-
breaking controlled “factory” en-
vironments. Precisely regulated 
artificial lighting, temperature, hu-
midity, carbon dioxide, and nutri-
ents provide optimal conditions for 
year-round growth; one dwarf-vari-
ety among the six tested yielded the 
equivalent of 43.3 kg/hectare, with 
two others also showing high-yield 
potential.

Global Times

Robots get backing
GOVERNMENT subsidies aim 
to boost Chinese companies in the 
domestic industrial robot market, 
which doubled between 2016 and 
2020. The goal is to increase the 
domestic industry’s market share 
from 30 to 50 percent (2020-25). 
Chinese robots cost about 30 per-
cent less than Japan and Europe’s, 
which are more advanced and own 
nine of the top 10 brands in the Chi-
nese market.

Nikkei Asia

Capitalism fans the flames 
of worldwide climate crisis
THE FLOODING disaster 
in Humphreys County, Ten-
nessee, US, recently killed 
at least 21 people, including 
two toddlers, with another 45 
still missing. The flash floods 
were the result of a storm 
which dropped 17 inches of 
rain on the region, likely to be 
a new state record.

Images show whole commu-
nities devastated, with scores of 
houses simply gone as if a hur-
ricane, tornado or wildfire had 
blown through. 

The floods in Tennessee, as well 
as those in Michigan, are not, how-
ever, just natural disasters. As with 
wildfires, hurricanes and polar vor-
texes, floods are becoming more 
frequent, and severe “extreme 
weather” events result from hu-
man-induced climate change. This 
causal relationship was definitely 
established by the most recent 
report from the United Nations 
Panel on Climate Change, which 
declared that, “It is unequivocal 
that human influence has warmed 
the atmosphere, ocean and land”, 
which are in turn connected to “ob-
served changes in extremes such 
as heat waves, heavy precipitation, 
droughts, and tropical cyclones”.

The same report also directly 
linked climate change to specific 
recent events, including floods 
across Europe, wildfires in the 
western United States, droughts 
in various parts of the world and 
stronger hurricanes.

Other recent extreme weather 
events linked to climate change 
include:
l A record heat wave in Greece, 
which reached 116.8 degrees Fahr-
enheit and triggered multiple wild-
fires across the country that have 
so far killed two people, injured 
20 others, burned down several 
homes and an estimated 482 square 
miles, and forced the evacuation 
of thousands. Similar to the UN, 
the World Meteorological Organi-
zation has linked the wildfires to 
the impacts of climate change and 
global warming.
l Mountains in the Tizi Ouzou re-
gion of Algeria have been scorched 
by more than 100 forest fires re-
cently, with heat from the fires re-
portedly scorching mountain rang-
es. Hundreds of square miles have 
burned and the towns of Larbaâ 
Nath Irathen, Beni Douala and Aït 
Mesbah have turned to ash, causing 
more damage than all the fires from 
2008 to 2020 combined. Ninety 
people died fighting the flames.
l Wildfires in Bolivia have burned 
more than 580 square miles of 
land in the country’s Amazon and 
Chaco regions. The areas include 
large populations of South Ameri-
ca’s indigenous peoples as well as 
a variety of plant and animal life. 
The region is also one of the most 
important areas on the planet for 
capturing and storing carbon from 
the atmosphere, one of the many 
natural processes that reduce the 
amount of freely circulating green-
house gases.
l The largest wildfires on Earth 
are currently in Siberia, where 
hundreds of fires have burned 
more than 62,300 square miles 
of land since the beginning of the 
year, an amount comparable to the 

catastrophic 2019-20 Australian 
bushfire season. The fires have 
been in part exacerbated by record 
high temperatures reaching 118 de-
grees Fahrenheit over the summer. 
Smoke from the fires has blanketed 
the sky for 2,000 miles from east 
to west and 2,500 miles from north 
to south, reaching all the way to 
Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mon-
golia, as well as for the first time 
reaching the North Pole.
l Heavy rainfall in Turkey’s Black 
Sea region caused flash flood-
ing that has so far killed at least 
82 people. These deaths follow 
the July floods in Europe, during 
which more than 230 people were 
killed across Germany, Belgium, 
Romania, Italy and Austria. Further 
severe and deadly floods have oc-
curred in China, the United States, 
India, Pakistan, Japan, Afghanistan 
and New Zealand, which have 
killed thousands and impacted the 
lives of hundreds of millions.

In another indication of the 
world’s changing climate, rain fell 
on Greenland’s summit for the first 
time recently since records began. 
Temperatures rose above freez-
ing for the third time in less than 
a decade, allowing the abnormal 
rainfall to occur. The rain follows 
a significant melting event in July 
when more than 8.5 billion tons of 
surface ice melted in a single day. 
That rate of melting is similar to 
what occurred in 2019, when a hot 
spring and July heatwave caused 
Greenland to lose 532 billion tons 
of ice in a single year, causing 
global sea levels to permanently 
rise by 1.5 millimetres.

Many other metrics of the dan-
gers posed by climate change could 
be mentioned. As the geographi-
cal breadth of the above examples 
indicates, there is no country that 
isn’t experiencing the deleterious 

effects of extreme weather events 
caused by climate change.

The scope of the disasters also 
exposes the bankruptcy of capital-
ism and its complete inability to 
deal in any meaningful way with 
the climate crisis.

In a 1982 internal memo that was 
“given wide circulation to Exxon 
management”, it was made clear 
that global temperatures would 
increase sharply as more CO2 was 
released into the atmosphere. The 
memo at the time predicted an in-
crease of atmospheric greenhouse 
gases and global temperatures seen 
today and also predicted that global 
temperatures would exceed an in-
crease of 1.5 degrees Celsius be-
fore the middle of this century and 
2 degrees Celsius sometime around 
2060.

Similar reports had been shown 
to the administrations of Demo-
crat Jimmy Carter and Republican 
Ronald Reagan, which warned in 
the 1980s that the increase of car-
bon dioxide in the atmosphere as a 

result of burning greenhouse gases 
and resultant increase in global 
temperatures would eventually 
cause catastrophic environmental 
consequences for the world’s popu-
lation, such as glaciers melting, sea 
levels rising and whole coastal re-
gions being submerged under tens 
of metres of water.

More recently, the 2017 Carbon 
Majors Report showed that just 100 
corporations worldwide now pro-
duce about 90 percent of all global 

greenhouse gas emissions each 
year, and are responsible for about 
half of all greenhouse gas emis-
sions caused by human activity 
since the industrial revolution. That 
same presentation also noted that 
if the trend in fossil fuel extraction 
and release continued for the next 
quarter of a century, global average 
temperatures would be on track to 
reach an increase of 4 degrees Cel-
sius by the year 2100.

Such a sharp rise in global 
temperatures would be only the 
precursors of much more devas-
tating storms, longer heatwaves, 
severe droughts and further wild-
fires. Along with sea level rise and 
drowning every coastal city on the 
planet, coral reefs around the world 
would be likely to die off, eliminat-
ing a cornerstone of the food chain 
and threatening the survivors of the 
mass flooding with starvation.

There is also the increasing dan-
ger that the Earth’s climate will 
enter a qualitatively different stage, 
one where the positive feedback ef-

fects of the current stage of global 
warming ultimately decouple 
the Earth’s climate from human 
industrial activity. Under these 
conditions, other geophysical pro-
cesses, such as the mass release of 
methane from permafrost melting, 
would threaten to warm the planet 
far more than even than burning of 
fossil fuels is capable. Such a sce-
nario would be exponentially more 
difficult for modern scientific tech-
niques to contain.

For the capitalist class, however, 
stopping civilisation-ending cata-
clysms is far less important than 
preserving their profits. As has 
been the case for decades, Exxon-
Mobil, BP and other major fossil 
fuel corporations, as well as the 
hedge funds and Wall Street banks 
that own their stocks, are most con-
cerned that coal, oil and gas con-
tinue to be mined and extracted to 
further enrich themselves and their 
fellow oligarchs. If the Earth will 
be poisoned and burned in that pur-
suit, so be it.

A parallel must be drawn to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Just as the 
world’s politicians and media fig-
ures have either ignored or actively 
sought to spur on a deadly conta-
gion to protect corporate profits, 
to the tune of at least 4.4 million 
dead, they are actively driving the 
destruction of the environment. 
The objective need to increase the 
rate of profits drives the acceler-
ating exploitation of the world’s 
resources and has led directly to 
the current (and future) ecological 
disasters.

Workers and young people must 
draw the lessons of the sustained 
inaction that has caused the crisis. 
The struggle to stop climate change 
– like the struggle against the pan-
demic and the threat of war – must 
become political. It requires the 
revolutionary mobilisation of the 
international working class against 
capitalism. It requires that workers 
understand that their social inter-
ests are objectively and diametri-
cally opposed to those of the capi-
talists and the private ownership of 
the means of production. It requires 
a fight for the socialist transforma-
tion of society.

wsws.org

Bryan Dyne

For the capitalist class . . . stopping
civilisation-ending cataclysms is far less 

important than preserving their profits. They 
are most concerned that coal, oil and gas 
continue to be mined and extracted to further 
enrich themselves and their fellow oligarchs

‘

Wildfires in Siberia (top) and Greece, with (middle, 
left to right) floods in Tennessee, rainfall melting the 
ice in Greenland, fires blazing along Russian coast-
line, and flooding in the Black Sea region of Turkey
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China’s poverty success ‘offers 
hope and inspiration to others’
More than 800 million 
people in China have 
been lifted out of ex-
treme poverty as the 
rest of the world strug-
gles with debts, hunger, 
poor healthcare and fail-
ing social infrastructure. 
Vijay Prashad inves-
tigates the widening gap 
between the relatively 
wealthy and more im-
poverished nations

CONFOUNDING news 
comes from the flagship World 
Economic Outlook report of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

The report highlights many 
of the pressing issues facing our 
planet: disruptions in the global 
supply chain, rising shipping 
costs, shortages of intermediate 
goods, rising commodity prices, 
and inflationary pressures in 
many economies.

Global growth rates are expected 
to touch 6 percent in 2021 and 4.9 
percent in 2022, driven by higher 
global government debt. According 
to the report, this debt “reached an 
unprecedented level of close to 100 
percent of the global GDP in 2020 
and is projected to remain around 
that level in 2021 and 2022”. De-
veloping countries’ external debt 
will remain high, with little expec-
tation of relief.

Each year, IMF Chief Economist 
Gita Gopinath highlights the main 
themes of the report in her blog. 
This year, it has a clear headline: 
“Drawing Further Apart: Widen-
ing Gaps in the Global Recovery”. 
The rift runs along North-South 
lines, with the poorer nations un-
able to find an easy path out of the 
pandemic-induced global slow-
down. A range of reasons cause this 
rift, such as the penalty of relying 
upon labour-intensive production, 
the overall poverty of the popula-
tions, and the longstanding prob-
lems of debt. But Gopinath focuses 
on one aspect: vaccine apartheid. 
“Close to 40 percent of the popu-
lation in advanced economies has 
been fully vaccinated, compared 
with 11 percent in emerging market 
economies, and a tiny fraction in 
low-income developing countries,” 
she writes. The lack of vaccines, 
she argues, is the principal cause 
of the “widening gaps in the global 
recovery”.

These widening gaps have an 
immediate social impact. The UN’s 
Food and Agricultural Organisa-
tion’s 2021 report, The State of 
Food Insecurity and Nutrition in 
the World, notes that “nearly one-
in-three people in the world (2.37 
billion) did not have access to ad-
equate food in 2020 – an increase 
of almost 320 million people in just 
one year”. Hunger is intolerable. 
Food riots are now in evidence, 
most dramatically in South Africa. 
‘They are just killing us with hun-
ger here,” said one Durban resident 
who was motivated to join the 
unrest. These protests, as well as 
the new data released by the IMF 
and UN, have put hunger back on 
the global agenda.

In late July, the United Nations’ 
Economic and Social Council 
held a high-level political fo-
rum on sustainable development. 
The forum’s ministerial declara-declara-
tion recognised that “the crisis 
caused by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic has laid bare and exacerbated our 
world’s vulnerabilities and inequal-
ities within and among countries, 
accentuated systemic weaknesses, 
challenges, and risks and threatens 
to halt or damage progress made in 
realising the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals”.

Sustainable
Seventeen Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs) were adopted 
by the UN member states in 
2015. These goals include poverty 
alleviation, an end to hunger, good 
health, and gender equality. Before 
the pandemic, it was already clear 
that the world would not meet 
these goals by 2030 as projected, 
certainly not even the most basic 
goal of eradicating hunger.

During this bleak period, in 
late February 2021, China’s presi-
dent Xi Jinping announced that 
– counter to this general global 
downturn – China had eradicated 
extreme poverty. What does this 
announcement mean? As our team 
at Tricontinental: Institute for So-
cial Research reported last month, 

it means that 850 million people 
had climbed out of absolute poverty 
(the culmination of a seven-decade-
long process that began with the 
Chinese Revolution of 1949), that 
their per capita income had in-
creased to US$10,000 (a ten-fold 
increase in the last 20 years), and 
that life expectancy had increased 
to 77.3 years on average (compared 
to 35 years in 1949). Having met 
the poverty reduction SDGs ten 
years in advance, China contrib-
uted to more than 70 percent of the 
world’s total poverty reduction. In 
March 2021, UN Secretary-Gener-
al Antonio Guterres celebrated this 
achievement as a “reason for hope 
and inspiration to the entire com-
munity of nations”.

Our July study, Serve the People: 
The Eradication of Extreme Pov-
erty in China, inaugurated a new 
series called Studies on Socialist 
Construction, through which we 
aim to study experiments in the 
construction of socialist practices 
from Cuba to Kerala, Bolivia to 
China. Serve the People is based 
on ground-level studies of poverty 
eradication schemes in different 
parts of China and on interviews 
with experts who participated in 
this long-term project. For instance, 
Wang Sangui, Dean of the National 
Poverty Alleviation Research In-
stitute of Renmin University, told 
us how the concept of multidi-

mensional poverty is central to the 
Chinese approach. The concept be-
came a policy through the Commu-
nist Party of China’s programme 
of “three guarantees” (safe hous-
ing, healthcare, and education) and 
“two assurances” (being fed and 
being clothed).

But even here, the essence of this 
policy is in the details. As Wang put 
it in terms of drinking water: how 
do you classify drinking water as 
safe? First, the basic requirement 
is that there must be no shortages 
in the water supply. Second, the 
source of water must not be too far, 
no more than 20 minutes’ round-
trip for water retrieval. Last, the 
water quality must be safe, without 
any harmful substances. We require 
test reports that confirm the water 
quality is safe. Only then can we 
say that the standard is met.

Once a policy is crafted, the real 
work of implementation begins. 
The Communist Party (CPC) sent 
out 800,000 cadres to help local 
authorities survey households to 
understand the depth of poverty 
in the countryside. Then, the CPC 
delegated 3 million cadres out of 
the party’s 95.1 million members 
to be part of 255,000 teams that 
spent years living in poor villages 
working towards the eradication of 
poverty and the social conditions it 
created. One team was assigned to 
a village, one cadre to each family.

The studies of poverty and the 
experience of the cadre resulted 
in five core methods for eradicat-
ing poverty: developing industry; 
relocating people; incentivising 
ecological compensation; guar-
anteeing free, quality, and com-
pulsory education, and providing 
social assistance. The most pow-
erful lever of these five methods 
was industrial development, which 
created capital-intensive agricul-
tural production (including crop 
processing and animal breeding), 
restored farmlands, and grew for-
ests as part of the ecological com-
pensation schemes, reviving areas 
that had become prey to resource 
over-exploitation.

Relocation
 
In addition, an emphasis was 

placed on educating minority popu-
lations and women. As a result, 
by 2020, China ranked first in the 
world in the enrolment of women 
in tertiary education, according to 
the World Economic Forum.

Less than 10 percent of the peo-
ple who lifted themselves out of 
poverty did so because of reloca-
tion, which was often the most dra-
matic instance of the programme. 
One relocated resident, Mou’se, de-
scribed Atule’er, a village on the 
edge of a mountain where he lived 
before relocating. “It took me half a 

day to climb down the cliff to buy 
a packet of salt,” he recalled. He 
would go down the cliff on a rattan 
“sky ladder”, which dangled peril-
ously from the edge of the cliff. His 
relocation – along with the 83 other 
families who lived there – has al-
lowed him to access better facilities 
and live a less precarious life.

The eradication of extreme pov-
erty is significant, but it does not 
solve all problems. Social inequal-
ity in China remains a serious prob-
lem. These are not China’s prob-
lems alone but pressing problems 
facing humanity in our time. As 
we move to capital-intensive ag-
riculture that requires fewer farm-
ers, what kinds of habitations will 
we produce that are in neither rural 
nor urban areas? What kinds of em-
ployment can be generated for peo-
ple who are no longer needed in the 
fields? Can we begin to think about 
a shorter working week, allowing 
more time to be civic and social?

Eradicating poverty is not a Chi-
nese project. It is humanity’s goal. 
That is why movements and gov-
ernments committed to this goal 
look carefully at the achievement 
of the Chinese people. Many of the 
projects in motion, however, take 
a dramatically different approach, 
seeking to address poverty by trans-
ferring income (as several South 
African research institutes advo-
cate). But cash transfer schemes 
are not enough. Multidimensional 
poverty requires more than that. 
For example, Brazil’s Bolsa Fa-
milia programme, implemented by 
former President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva, made an enormous dent 
in hunger in that country, but it was 
not designed to eradicate poverty.

Meanwhile, in the Indian state of 
Kerala, absolute poverty fell from 
59.79 percent of the population in 
1973-74 to 7.05 percent in 2011-
2012 under the governance of the 
Left Democratic Front. The mech-
anisms that led to this dramatic 
decline were agrarian reform, es-
tablishing public health and educa-
tion, creating a public distribution 
system for food, decentralising 
political authority to local self-
governments, providing social 
security and welfare, and promot-
ing public action (such as through 
the Kudumbashree cooperative 
projects). Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan said recently that 
his government is committed to 
eradicating extreme poverty in the 
state.

In March, the UN Environ-
ment Programme released its Food 
Waste Index Report, which showed 
that an estimated 931 million 
tonnes of food went into waste 
bins across the world. The weight 
of this food roughly equals that of 
23 million fully loaded 40-tonne 
trucks. If we let these trucks stand 
bumper-to-bumper at the earth’s 
circumference, they would make 
a ring long enough to circle the 
earth seven times, or to go deep 
into space, where billionaires 
Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson 
decided to go. The US$5.5 bil-US$5.5 bil-
lion Bezos spent on a four-minute 
trip into space could have fed 37.5 
million people or fully funded 
the COVAX programme that would 
vaccinate two billion people.

The ambitions of Bezos and 
Branson are not life. Life is the 
abolition of the harshness of ne-
cessity.

Tricontinental 

Women who migrated to the Wangjia community participate in local activities at the community centre in Tongren City, Guizhou Province

On the move from the countryside to Tongren City in Guizhou Province
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Venezuela builds on the Chávez
affordable-housing-for-all dream
A US delegation that included 
members of the Party for So-
cialism and Liberation was 
welcomed recently at Campa-
mento de Pioneros 22 de Ene-
ro, a communal housing proj-
ect built on land expropriated 
by working-class Venezuelan 
families.

The delegation was in Ven-
ezuela for the Bicentennial 
Congress of the Peoples of 
the World, a celebration of the 
country’s independence victory 
over Spain on June 24, 1821, 
led by liberator Simón Bolívar.

The housing commune was ini-
tiated under the Great Venezuela 
Housing Mission (GMVV), a proj-
ect launched in 2011 by President 
Hugo Chávez to provide afford-
able housing, with priority given 
to those living in precarious condi-
tions.

In its first seven months, nearly 
100,000 homes were constructed 

under the Great Venezuela Hous-
ing Mission. The original goals set 
out by President Chávez have been 
greatly surpassed, with more than 
3.5 million homes built as of 2021. 
The Bolivarian Constitution creat-
ed in 1999 enshrined housing as a 
human right for every Venezuelan.

Housing shortages, slum hous-
ing and overcrowded conditions 
plagued Venezuela for years prior 
to the Bolivarian Revolution. 
Heavy rains in 2010 displaced 
thousands, prompting President 
Chávez to initiate the unprecedent-
ed large-scale housing programme.

The state also committed to 
providing services to new housing 
communities built under GMVV, 
including social programmes, food 
distribution, childcare, schools, 
health clinics, and other social 
services. The homes were also fur-
nished with household appliances, 
such as refrigerators, ovens, and 
washing machines. 

22 de Enero is part of the na-
tional “Pioneer Camps” movement 
in Venezuela, which fights for the 
right to urban land and against 
the commercialisation of housing. 

It is an example of a “self-build” 
housing project, those based on 
principles of self-management, 
participatory planning, collective 
responsibility and property, and 
solidarity. Residents contribute 
four hours each day to help build 
the project.

The 22 de Enero commune is 
surrounded by wealthy neigh-
bours in the Chacao municipality 
of Caracas. Working-class fami-
lies expropriated the land in 2011, 
with the support of the Bolivarian 

government. Banking and financial 
instructions also support GMVV 
projects by increasing the number 
of loans made available for buy-
ing, constructing, and renovating 
homes.

The working-class families who 
live here have built the homes 
themselves, supported with sup-
plies, training, and resources pro-
vided primarily by the Bolivarian 
government. More than half of the 
GMVV projects have been under-
taken with the participation of lo-

cal communities, reflecting Presi-
dent Chávez’s vision for a popular 
mass-based programme.

Building socialist consciousness 
is key to sustaining and strength-
ening the commune. The families 
who join must not only have a real 
need for housing, but must also 
be committed to principles of col-
lectivity, cooperation and mutual 
support.

The aim of the Campamento de 
Pioneros movement is to “trans-
form the capitalist social relations 
of production in the city and gener-
ate a decent habitat for all Venezu-
elan families”.

Political and popular education 
strengthens group unity as the proj-
ect continues. During the delega-
tion visit, young people performed 
skits highlighting revolutionary 
women and ancestors, sharing 
about the importance of the historic 
Battle of Carabobo, a key battle in 
Venezuela’s struggle for indepen-
dence.

The latest goal of the Great Ven-
ezuela Housing Mission is to deliv-
er five million homes by 2025. As 
Venezuela continues to battle the 

US imperialist economic, trade and 
financial blockade, the communi-
ty-driven methods of construction 
seen in the Campamento de Pione-
ros movement have become in-
creasingly critical to creating new 
housing.

Severe and criminal unilateral 
sanctions by the US government 
against Venezuela, begun under 
George W. Bush, continued by 
Barack Obama, intensified by 
Donald Trump, and reinforced 
under Joe Biden, have severely 
impacted the everyday people of 
Venezuela, including the families 
at the commune.

The US government has stopped 
ships, stolen cargo and blocked fi-
nancial transactions, preventing the 
Bolivarian government from secur-
ing the materials necessary for its 
housing projects.

But the resolve of the Venezu-
elan working-class is unwavering. 
Anti-imperialists and people of 
conscience in the United States and 
around the world stand in solidar-
ity with the working-class people 
of Venezuela.

Liberation

Claire Cook

AS A teacher who has had to struggle alongside 
thousands of co-workers, students and parents 
during the pandemic with hybrid education, I was 
astounded by my visit to the Canaima computer 
factory that was created to fulfil the late Venezue-
lan leader Hugo Chávez’s dream of “one computer 
per child”, writes Rachel Tucker.

When Chávez assumed power, there were many 
initiatives to put the people first. One of these was 
focused on education and ensuring children at-
tended school regularly in Venezuela.

Chávez proposed a programme to show stu-
dents how to use computers from a very young 
age. This programme began in 2008 with the goal 
of establishing full technological literacy.

Initially, the government bought assembled 
computers through an agreement with Portu-
gal. However, a programme within the Ministry 
of Science and Technology was later created to 
build Venezuela’s own computers, developing the 
operating system and educational content entirely 
in Venezuela. They opened a production and 
assembly plant named after their open source op-
erating system, Canaima, and began assembling 
their own computers in Venezuela in 2011.

Each production line assembled 1,000 comput-
ers a day. Employing enough technicians to meet 
the need for each child the factory ran 24 hours 
a day. Approximately 10 million computers were 
given out in a country with 30 million inhabitants. 
The programme’s success and focus on lifting 
up the people was recognised by UNESCO as an 

example of how to bring technology to children 
and families.

In addition to supplying children and university 
students with computers, the plan also included 
1,200 InfoCentros – internet cafes where people 
can have free access and be taught how to use 
computers and the internet. Unfortunately, due 
to the US blockade they can only sustain 400 
InfoCentros because repair parts are blocked from 
getting into the country. The sanctions have also 
affected their internet bandwidth.

From 2008, Venezuela began a process of 
digitizing all of the educational content in order for 
students to have constant access to school cur-
riculum and books at their fingertips. The scope of 
the programme also reached Indigenous students 
in the Amazon region. This project was funded by 
the country’s number one natural resource and 
income, petroleum. 

Unfortunately, as part of stepped-up aggression 
against Venezuela, the US has forbidden suppli-
ers to sell the parts the equipment needs. Gloria 
Caravalho, Vice-Minister of Technology and Infor-
mation Carvalho, said, “Many of these parts and 
pieces were paid for by the Venezuelan Republic, 
but the parts were not received.” To mitigate this 
injustice as best they can, today the workers 
disassemble used equipment and reuse the parts. 
The economic war has also affected the hiring of 
workers and technicians. Now they can only afford 
to run at a 10 percent capacity.

Chávez and the Venezuelan government had a 

long-term vision about how the programme would 
expand the scope of education in the country. 
By making computers available to children and 
families free of charge, the population would be 
brought to the 21st century fully computer literate.

When we asked Gloria Carvalho, a PhD gradu-
ate, how much she had to pay for her education, 
she told us, “nothing!” In fact, her master’s and 
PhD education in Turin, Italy and Denmark was 
fully funded by the revolutionary government. 

University programmes were developed in order 
to provide their own technicians and professionals 
to expand the technological scope of the edu-
cational programme. The university programme 
would have approximately 70,000 students a year 
in order to be able to operate these systems. Part 
of the studies also included free education abroad, 
to learn from partners such as China.

If it were not for the US blockade, even dur-
ing the pandemic, Venezuela would have been 
ahead in WiFi, computers and computer literacy 
for all families, including in the most rural and 
Indigenous communities. However, the country’s 
communes – Venezuela’s system of neighbour-
hood-run socialist governance – enabled parents, 
especially mothers, to be teachers in the home. 
Communes were able to manage and facilitate 
WiFi and computer access to children for their 
continued education during this hard time.

In the United States, under the profit-driven 
model of education, many urban poor school dis-
tricts had to rely on corporations to donate Google 

Chromebooks and hotspots to each student 
after the pandemic hit. The digital divide in the 
United States was highlighted by the abrupt and 
unplanned start of virtual education. The defund-
ing of public education has made the partnerships 
with corporations even greater.

Teachers facilitated computer literacy at all 
hours of the day to include late-night conversa-
tions with essential workers trying to do what is 
best for their children. This work also included 
psychological work to ease parents’ tension about 
needing to work with technology without proper 
education. The amount of personal information 
and data collected, stored, and sold by these cor-
porations is yet to be seriously reckoned with.

It is reasonable to assume that the “philanthro-
py” came with strings attached, namely that they 
would have ownership over the data accumulated 
on students, teachers, schools – and in some 
cases families – during the pandemic.

The Venezuelan people did not experience this 
problem. The education system values open-
source software and applications. The objective 
is for true equal opportunity for all children. 
There is not a profit motive operating Venezuela’s 
education. Venezuela’s revolution has shown that 
anything is possible when the people come first. 
l The author was a member of the US delegation 
to the Bicentennial Congress of the People in 
Caracas

Liberation

Tech success recognised by UNESCO despite US blockade 

A US delegation, including members of the Party for Socialism and Liberation, visits the Campamento de Pioneros 22 de Enero communal housing project in Venezuela started by President Hugo Chávez
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Cuba’s pharmaceutical industry defies both the odds and US blockade

Valour . . . as good as a vaccine 
against the evil of monopolies
IN 1869, at the age of 15, 
José Martí and his young 
friends published a magazine 
in Cuba called La Patria Li-
bre (The Free Homeland), 
which adopted a strong posi-
tion against Spanish imperial-
ism.

The first and only issue of the 
magazine carried Martí’s poem, 
‘Abdala’. The poem is about a 
young man, Abdala, who goes 
off to fight against all odds to 
free his native land, which Martí 
calls Nubia. “Neither laurels nor 
crowns are needed for those who 
breathe courage,” Martí wrote. 
“Let us run to the fight … to war, 
valiant ones.” And in the rousing 
address by Abdala, comes these 
lyrical words:

“Let the warlike valour of our 
souls, serve you, my homeland, as 
a shield.”

Martí was arrested and sen-
tenced to six years of hard labour. 
Eventually, the Spanish imperial 
government sent the young Cuban 
into exile in 1871. He spent this 
time – much of it in New York – 
writing patriotic poems, producing 
political essays and commentary, 
and organising the resistance to 
Spanish imperialism. He returned 
home in 1895, only to be killed 
shortly afterwards in a skirmish, 
his legacy cemented in the war 
against the Spanish in 1898 and in 
the Cuban Revolution that began 
in 1959.

The lines from Martí about 
“warlike valour” serving as the 
country’s “shield” form the basis 
of the name of a new Cuban vac-
cine, Abdala. This vaccine, the fifth 
to be produced in Cuba, was de-
veloped by the Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology 
(CIGB) in Havana. In announc-
ing the results of their trials, Bio-
CubaFarma, the country’s leading 
biotechnology and pharmaceuti-
cal institution, noted that it had an 
efficacy rate of 92.2� percent, al-28 percent, al-
most as high as the efficacy rate of 
the vaccines by Pfizer (95) and 
Moderna (94.1). The vaccine is 
administered in three doses, each 
given with a two-week gap.

Export 
The Cuban authorities planned 

to vaccinate three quarters of the 
population by September. As we 
write, more than 2.23 million vac-
cines have been administered to the 
11 million Cubans on the island, 
1.346 million people have been 
vaccinated with at least one dose, 
770,390 with the second dose, and 
148,738 with the third dose.

Cuba has already planned to 
export its vaccines to countries 
around the world and has now 
produced five different vaccine 
candidates, including Soberana 02 
and the needle-free intranasal vac-
cine, Mambisa. The latter, which 
holds great promise for vaccine 
administration in low-resource 
countries, is named after guerrilla 
soldiers who fought in the Ten Year 
War (1868-1878) for independence 
from Spain.

Each of these vaccines has 
been developed under conditions 
of duress imposed by the illegal 
US blockade. Since 1992, the UN 
General Assembly has voted annu-
ally against the blockade, except 
for 2020, when, due to the pan-
demic, there was no vote. On June 
23 this year, 184 member states of 
the United Nations again voted to 
end the blockade.

In the context of the corona-
virus pandemic, Cuba’s foreign 
minister, Bruno Rodríguez Par-
rilla, said, “Like the virus, the 
blockade asphyxiates and kills. It 
must stop.” One of the casualties 
of the blockade has been Cuba’s 
inability to buy ventilators to treat 
critically ill patients, since the two 
Swiss companies (IMT Medical 
AG and Acutronic) that made them 
were purchased by a US company 
(Vyaire Medical, Inc.) in April 
2020. Cuba has now developed its 
own ventilator in response.

But Cuba also suffers from a 
shortage of syringes. Syringe man-
ufacturers are entangled in one way 
or another with the US pharmaceu-
tical industry. Terumo (Japan) and 
Nipro (Japan) have operations in 

the United States, while B. Braun 
Melsungen AG (Germany) is in 
a partnership with Concordance 
Healthcare Solutions (US). An 
Indian syringe firm, Hindustan 
Syringes & Medical Devices Ltd., 
is linked to Envigo (US), which 
brings US government scrutiny to 
the Indian firm. In an act of con-
crete solidarity, a campaign is 
underway to raise funds towards 
the purchase of syringes for Cuba.

The Our World in Data proj-
ect calculates that, as of 29 June, 
just more than 3 billion doses have 
been administered worldwide, 
which amount to less than 1 billion 
people out of the 7.7 billion in the 
world who have been vaccinated. 
Just over 23 percent of the world 
population has had their first vac-
cine shot. But the data shows that 
vaccination drives have been pre-
dictably uneven. In low-income 
countries, only 0.9 percent of the 
population has received at least one 
dose of the vaccine.

In April 2021, WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Gheybrey-
sus said, ‘There remains a shock-
ing imbalance in the global dis-
tribution of vaccines. On average 

in high-income countries, almost 
one-in-four people have received a 
vaccine. In low-income countries, 
it’s one in more than 500. Let me 
repeat that: one-in-four versus one-
in-500’. By May this year, Ghebr-
eyesus said the world was in a situ- the world was in a situ-the world was in a situ-
ation of “vaccine apartheid”.

In February this year, in one of 
our newsletters, Tricontinental: 
Institute of Social Research not-
ed that we lived in a time of “three 
apartheids”. These apartheids in-. These apartheids in-
clude food, money, and medicine. 
At the heart of the medical apart-
heid is vaccine nationalism, vac-
cine hoarding, and, as Ghebreyesus 
put it, vaccine apartheid. Matters 
are grave. The COVAX vaccine al-
liance has seen vaccines move out 
of its reach both because of bilat-
eral deals being made between the 
richer countries and the vaccine 
makers, and because of the lack of 
financial support from the richer 
states to the poorer ones. The trends 
show that many countries will not 
see significant enough numbers of 
their population vaccinated before 
2023, “if it happens at all”, says the 
Economist Intelligence Unit.

What is the cause of these three 

apartheids? The control that a 
handful of companies exercise over 
the global economy, driven by five 
types of monopolies, as our friend, 
the late Samir Amin, laid out:
l The monopoly over science and 
technology,
l The monopoly over financial 
systems,
l The monopoly over access to 
resources,
l The monopoly over weaponry,
l The monopoly over communi-
cations.

We are looking closely at this 
list and the relationship between 
each of these elements, analysing 
it to see if anything has been left 
out. Amin argued that it is not the 
lack of industrialisation alone that 
impacts the subordination of coun-
tries; what has kept the world in a 
situation of great inequality, he sug-
gested, were these five monopolies. 
After all, many countries have de-
veloped industries over the past 50 
years but are unable to advance the 
social agenda of their populations.

Central to the discussion about 
vaccine apartheid are at least two 
of these monopolies: the monopoly 
over finance and the monopoly 

over science and technology. A 
lack of finances in hand draws 
many of the world’s states to the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), to various public investors 
(the Paris Club), or to commercial 
capital (the London Club). These 
financiers take their lead from the 
IMF, which has demanded coun-
tries cut back on several crucial ar-
eas of human life – education and 
healthcare, for instance.

Cutting funds for education 
drains countries’ potential to devel-
op sufficient numbers of scientists, 
as well as the scientific temper, 
necessary to create essential tech-
nologies such as vaccine candi-
dates. Cutting funds for healthcare 
and adopting intellectual property 
rules that block the transfer of tech-
nology leaves countries disarmed 
from being able to appropriately 
deal with the pandemic.

Transfer
A lack of funds has driven many 

states to surrender the possibility 
that they could advance the wellbe-
ing of their populations (as of April 
2020, 64 countries spent more to 
service debts than on healthcare). 
It is not enough to demand the 
transfer of technology to states 
in the midst of a pandemic so 
that they can make the vaccine. 
Technology is yesterday’s science; 
science is tomorrow’s technology.

To use the social wealth of a 
population to teach science, and 
establish a basic norm of scientific 
literacy are essential lessons of the 
pandemic. These are lessons well 
learned by the Cubans. This is why 
Cuba has, against all odds, devel-
oped five different vaccines. Abda-
la and four others stand as a shield 
against COVID-19. These vaccines 
emerge out of the social productiv-
ity of socialist Cuba, which has not 
surrendered to the ugliness of the 
five monopolies.

Tricontinental

Vijay Prashad
José Martí: Let the warlike valour of our souls, serve 
you, my homeland, as a shield. Photo: Raúl Corrales 
Fornos (Cuba), La Caballería (The Cavalry), 1960

Juan Roberto Diago Durruthy (Cuba), Tu Lugar (Your Place), 2006 (detail)



No matter how enormous the difficulties, no
matter how complex the task, there can be no 
room for pessimism. The Zambian masses will
deliver justice, equity and peace to themselves
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