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The 2021  
elections 
give us a 
chance to 
change 
everything 
and build a 
more just 
and caring 
society 

FRED M’MEMBE,
incoming president, 
offers #realchange with 
the Socialist Party’s 
policies based on jus-
tice, equity and peace. 
Manifesto download  
details and info about 
how to join the party
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– Page 12

TV star joins              
struggle for 
real change
Actress candidate for 
Matero constituency

TV STAR Barbra Chekuda 
Maramwidze has joined 
the Socialist Party revo-
lution pledging to help 
drive the changes Zambia 
desperately needs.

Maramwidze is known to 
many for her role as Lute in the 
TV drama Zuba.

This time around she is in the 
news not as an artist, but in the 
political realm.

She surprised many when she 
was introduced as the Socialist 
Party’s parliamentary candidate 
for the Matero constituency.

In her adoption speech, she 
said politics and art were close.  

“Some of you may be sur-
prised to see me here today and 

you are asking yourselves what 
I’m doing here because you 
have known me as an artist and 
not as a political person. But the 
two are inseparable,” Maram-
widze said.

“I’m here today as a revolu-
tionary, to help bring about the 
necessary changes needed in 
our country, the real change 
needed to get us out of the 
poverty and despair we are in 
today.”

She said she believed 
Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe would become the 
President of Zambia.

Maramwidze urged all Zam-
bians, especially women, her 
friends in Matero and “all of you 
my fans” to join the struggle.

She said that way the Social-
ist Party would secure an elec-
tion victory in August  this year.

“I did not stand up on my own 
and say I want to be a member 
of parliament. Members of the 
community in which I live, in 
which I was born, in which I 
gave birth to my own children, 
approached me and demanded 
that I represent them in parlia-
ment this year,” Maramwidze 
explained.

“After some deep reflection 
and extensive consultations I 
agreed.” 

She said she examined the 
ideas, principles and outlook of 
the Socialist Party and its key 
leadership.

Maramwidze said she became 
convinced there was no sen-
sible alternative to the changes 
the Socialist Party is pursuing.

“I was acting real-life situa-
tions, the daily realities of our 
people. Today I join the struggle 
for the real-life realities of our 
people,” Maramwidze said. 

“Today I give to this struggle 
all the talents the good Lord 
gave me, and I pledge to work 
closely with the leadership 
of our party in Matero and 
in the whole country to help 
our people struggle, to build 
themselves a more just, a more 
peaceful Zambia, full of equity.”

Maramwidze was one of 
35 parliamentary candidates 
adopted by the Socialist Party to 
contest this year’s elections.

Introducing the candidates, 
the party’s secretary general 

and first vice-president Cosmas 
Musumali said that of the 35 
adoptees, nine were below the 
age of 30, with the two youngest 
22. There were 17 women and 
18 men.

Dr Musumali said the Social-
ist Party had a leadership that 
was organic and emerged from 
the ranks of the masses.

He said this alone repre-
sented a major political change. 
In the past it had always been 
people with money who had 
stood out and offered them-
selves to become people’s 
representatives.

“If you don’t know what the 
suffering of the masses is, if 
you are not part of them, you 
are imposing yourself,” he said.

“You don’t understand what 
the masses actually need. You 
don’t understand the ability of 
the masses to be able to par-
ticipate democratically in this 
process.”

l Zambia will never be the same 
again; full list of parliamentary 
candidates – Page 6

Socialist staff reporter

Barbra Chekuda Maramwidze: 
I joined the people’s struggle

TV star Barbra Chekuda Maramwidze (far right) with other parliamentary candidates and (front, left to right) Socialist Party president Fred M’membe, general treas-
urer and second vice-president Chris Ngenda Mwikisa, and secretary general and first vice-president Cosmas Musumali
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THE SOCIALIST Youth League has congratulated 
Faith Natasha Mfune on her election to the Social-
ist Party’s central committee.

“Comrade Faith (pictured above) has demon-
strated her qualities as a leader in her service 
and contribution in the building of both the party 
and its youth league,” league general secretary 
Rehoboth Kafwabulula and her deputy Kyle Hasel-
steiner said in a statement.

“We have absolute confidence in her abilities as 
a leader, as have been exhibited in her participa-

tion as a founding member of the Che Guevara 
Internationalist Youth Brigade.

“Comrade Faith is a graduate of both the party 
and youth league political and ideological training 
programmes hosted in Bela Bela, South Africa.

“The Socialist Youth League commends the 
decision of the central committee. In this adoption 
the Socialist Party continues to prove that it is 
genuinely committed to developing the capacity of 
the youth to lead,”  Kafwabulula and Haselsteiner
said. 

Faith in comrade’s abilities . . . 

Zambia has
become a 
failed state 
under govt

SOCIALIST Party parliamen-
tary candidate for the Kabushi 
constituency Kepson Zimba 
says Zambia has become a 
failed state under the Patriotic 
Front government.

“There is a breakdown in the 
rule of law, and the judicial sys-
tem is compromised to such an 
extent that the poor no longer find 
justice in the courts of law,” Zim-
ba, who is also Copperbelt pro-
vincial  party chairperson, said.

“The government is now using 
state apparatus to oppress those 
who voice out for the poor. The 
Public Order Act is being used to 
intimidate, victimise, suppress, op-
press, and violate the republican 
constitution.

“This is a regime that has no 
respect for human beings and the 
constitution of the land. Even law 
enforcement agencies have been 
abused so that they only serve the 
interests of politicians, especially 
those in power.

“Our democracy has been com-
promised and we have failed to re-
alise the dream of our forefathers 
who wanted to see a Zambia that 
is united and where everybody is 
given an equal share of the national 
cake.”

Zimba said criminals had tak-
en over Zambia and people were 
suffering as a result, with gassing 
and political violence costing in-
nocent lives.

“Zambians do not know who 
was involved in the police brutality, 
gassing and political killings be-
cause reports are not made public. 

“Lives have been lost under 
this government and nothing has 
come out in terms of justice. There 
is so much lawlessness under 
this government because criminals 

Oppression and violence 
result of law breakdown
Kelvin Phiri

have invaded the governance of 
this country. 

“We have a Zambia today where 
even cadres can instruct law en-
forcement agencies. One wonders 
where we have gone wrong as a 
country.

“Since 1991, we have been 
subjected to neoliberal global pro-
grammes which aim at redistribut-
ing wealth from workers to capital, 
from wages to profits, and from the 
poor to the rich.

“Zambia has become a laughing 
stock, an orphanage centre for do-
nors to survive. Land is being giv-
en to foreigners, and Zambians, 
especially the poor, are watching. 
Jobs are being lost and the gov-
ernment is just watching. We have 
the worst government ever in this 
country. We  need  to  redefine  and 
rewrite our recent history if we are 
to overcome all these challenges.”

Zimba said time was ripe for 
Zambia to welcome socialism. 
“The Socialist Party will revolu-
tionise the way of doing politics in 
Zambia. It will change the politi-
cal landscape of our country. Zam-
bia is for the all the people and 
we must be able to safeguard it 
against those who want to destroy 
it  for  their  selfishness  and  crimi-
nal purposes.”

NDOLA is slowly becoming a ghost city because of high poverty lev-
els and high cost of  living, Kepson Zimba, Socialist Party parliamen-
tary candidate for Kabushi constituency says.

“There are no jobs in Ndola and even those who are in employment 
are suffering because they are being insulted and threatened with 
dismissal on daily basis.

“People have become vulnerable now because they don’t know 
which office to go to when faced with such challenges. People don’t 
know who the Labour Minister or Labour Commissioner is, or even 
where the unions are. The Labour movement has been literally com-
promised, corrupted and paralysed to the extent where it has become 
toothless.” 

Zimba said the unions were no longer fighting for the workers be-
cause they had become politicised. 

“Ndola used to be the economic hub of the Copperbelt. Today, 
there are no jobs and this has resulted in high fees on houses. So 80 
percent of Ndola residents are renting because the cost of building a 
house is so high.

“Our people have been subjected to a high cost of living due to 
voting for people who do not have knowledge about how to run the 
affairs of the country.”

Zimba said the people of  Kabushi constituency didn’t know if or 
when their children could go to school. They didn’t know whether or 
not they were going to be able to have lunch.

“It’s high time the people of Kabushi constituency and Zambia 
turned to the left and voted for the Socialist Party, which has a clear 
manifesto on how to create jobs in Zambia. As a party, we have a 
job-creation strategy, which is centred on three pillars; education, 
health and peasant agriculture.”  

Ndola ‘a ghost town’

Figuring out what’s true and 
what’s false by the numbers
SOCIALIST Party president 
Fred M’membe says politicians 
must learn to argue with facts 
and figures.

In a statement issued from his 
Garden compound office, he said 
politicians must attend to the 
quantitative aspect of a situation 
and make a basic quantitative 
analysis. He said that every qual-
ity manifested itself in a certain 
quantity, and that without quan-
tity, there could be no quality. 

“To this day, many of our politi-
cians still do not understand that 
they must attend to the quantita-
tive aspect of things, the basic sta-
tistics, the main percentages, and 
the quantitative limits that deter-
mine the qualities of things,” Dr 
M’membe said.
“They have no figures  in  their 

heads and therefore cannot help 
making mistakes and wrong con-
clusions. Let’s learn to argue with 
facts, figures. Let’s learn to have a 
head for figures.” 

He added that it was “crass dis-
honesty” to claim that President Ed-
gar Lungu was a blessing who had 
brought good to Zambia.

Dr M’membe was reacting to a 
newspaper story in which Lusaka 
Province PF secretary Kennedy 
Kamba claimed President Lungu was 
a blessing to Zambia and had brought 
good to the country.

“This claim is wrong because it 
agrees neither with facts over the 
years of Mr Lungu’s presidency, nor 
with the social facts, statistics so far 
known to us,” Dr M’membe said, 
adding that rural poverty under Lun-
gu’s presidency was 76.6 percent. 

“The three poorest provinces of 
our country; Western, Luapula and 
Northern provinces, have poverty 
levels of 82.2 percent, 81.1 percent 
and 79.7 percent respectively.” 

He said that Zambia’s maternal 
mortality rate was 213 deaths per 
100,000 live births, infant mortal-
ity rate stood at 56 deaths per 1,000 
live births and physicians density 

or doctor ratio was nine doctors to 
100,000 population.

Dr M’membe added that Zambia 
had a death rate of 11.6 deaths per 
1,000 population. 

“Is this the good, the blessing 
Mr Lungu has brought us?” Dr 
M’membe asked. He said that in 
any society in which classes exist-
ed, class struggle would never end.

“The struggle between truth and 
falsehood will never end. Zambia’s 
problems are complicated, and our 
brains must also be a little compli-
cated,” Dr M’membe said.

“Today our population is 
17,426,623 (July 2020 estimate) 
and our current population growth 
rate is 2.89 percent (2020 estimate).

“In the next 15 years our coun-
try’s population will more than 
double.”

He questioned what life would be 
like for a doubled Zambian popula-
tion in 15 years in terms of food, 
water, sanitation, housing, educa-
tion, health, and transportation. 

Benzwala calls for unity to defeat bad governance
THE SOCIALIST Party in 
Chirundu district has called on 
Zambians to turn up in numbers 
on August 12 to make sure they 
usher in a people’s government, 
one that has the interests of the 
poor at heart.

Party coordinator Simoonga 
Benzwala (left) said the Socialist 
Party, with ideological principles 
anchored around justice, equity 
and peace, would dislodge the cor-
rupt system when the electorate 
voted in August.

“We are a listening party as 
we base our calls on pro-poor in-
clusiveness, unlike other parties. 
Each and every individual is re-
spected regardless of class, race, 
tribe or any sort of social affilia-
tion,” Benzwala said.

He said that, unlike other po-
litical parties in the country, the 
Socialist Party embraced the par-
ticipation of women and young 
people.

“Young ones are being de-
prived of their full participation. 

In Chirundu constituency we 
are calling upon all people who 
are tired and need revolutionary 
change to come on board.

“We know people are tired of 
the current system of govern-
ment, which believes in broaden-
ing the gap between the poor and 
the rich.

“Together we can win. Let us 
unite and liberate ourselves from 
the current bad governance sys-
tem. We have suffered immense-
ly,” Benzwala said.

Kepson Zimba

Teaching,
learning,
agitating,
mobilising
FRED M’membe says those who 
don’t know have a duty to learn, 
and those who know have a duty 
to teach.

The Socialist Party’s president 
said that for past few months he had 
been writing, publishing or posting 
articles almost everyday, and didn’t 
do so out of pleasure, but to satisfy 
a revolutionary duty to educate, agi-
tate, mobilise and organise.

“I believe that the highest level of 
political thought was reached when 
some people became aware that no 
people and no person had the right 
to exploit others, and that the fruits 
of the efforts and intelligence of 
each human being should reach all 
others,” Dr M’membe said.

“This is the main essence of the 
premises of socialism. But raised 
to its highest expression, socialism 
also taught us the laws that govern 
the development of human society 
and  the paths  that  lead  to  the final 
triumph of our species over all 
forms of slavery, exploitation, dis-
crimination and injustice among hu-
man beings.

“I salute all those who have ar-
rived at these stimulating convic-
tions and I also salute those who 
– although they do not share these 
ideas – are honest democrats and 
progressives, because consistently 
practised political honesty is a road 
that leads a person’s mind and will 
to the socialist ideal; for if someone 
said that all roads led to Rome, to-
day it can be stated that all roads of 
progressive thinking lead to social-
ism.”

Dr M’membe said efforts to 
try to transform poor Zambia into 
a prosperous country would be 
an arduous task and that, as ex-
perience was far from adequate, 
“we must be good at learning”. 
“Conditions are changing all the 
time, and to adapt one’s thinking 
to the new conditions, one must be 
ready to study, to learn,” he said.

“Nothing should be taken as a 
dogma, no matter how universally 
applicable it may be. We should 
regard it, not as a dogma, but as a 
guide to action. Studying it is not 
merely a matter of learning terms 
and phrases, but of studying stand-
points and methods in examining 
and solving problems.”

Dr M’membe said that reading 
was learning, but applying was also 
learning, and of the more important 
kind. “Our chief method is to learn 
how to struggle and make a revolu-
tion through struggling and making 
a revolution. A comrade who has 
had no opportunity to go to school 
can also learn how to struggle and 
make a revolution – he or she can 
learn through struggling and mak-
ing a revolution. A revolutionary 
struggle is a mass undertaking; it 
is often not  a matter of first  learn-
ing and then doing, but of doing 
and then learning, for doing is itself 
learning.”



Socialist Monthly, February/March 2021  3 

We have to change everything 
or we will all become slaves
There is no future for us under capitalism and we need a real solution

THERE IS no future for our 
people under the capitalist or-
der, Socialist Party president 
Fred M’membe says.

“There’s no future for our 
people under this order and poli-
ticians and all progressives and 
democrats in this country have a 
basic duty to pay it all the atten-
tion it requires, or we will all be-
come slaves,” Dr M’membe said.

He said that since 1891, when 
Cecil John Rhodes and his com-
pany, the British South Africa Com-
pany, colonised Zambia, it had been 
on the capitalist path.

“We have never really veered off 
capitalism,” he said. “Even under 
the honest and relatively progres-
sive rule of Dr Kenneth Kaunda and 
UNIP, we were still under capital-
ism – with some elements of ‘state 
capitalism’. We have never experi-
enced anything else other than capi-
talism.”

Dr M’membe said that continu-
ing on this path could not possibly 
produce a better life for Zambians.

“We have a unique opportunity 
this year to chart a different path 
and establish a new economic, so-
cial, and political order. And those 
who fail to see this will have to an-
swer to history for it. I hope they 
will accept their responsibility.

“We must choose a clear, intel-
ligent, effective solution, not head 
towarda Calvary. I think we have 
been struggling uphill long enough. 
We have suffered, not only the tor-
ment of Calvary but also that of Si-
syphus, who had to keep pushing a  
boulder up a hill and every time he 
was about to reach the top, it would 
roll back down and he would have 
to start all over again.

Torment
“Our situation is worse than Cal-

vary because Calvary was climbed 
quickly, we have been climbing our 
hill for a long time, and we keep on 
having to start over,” Dr M’membe 
said. “What we want is real change, 
not just any change. What we want 
is to find a real solution to the prob-
lem, but what will happen is that 
reactionary forces, those benefiting 
from the current order, will try to 
deceive our people and prevent real 
change.

“They have divided people into 
petty political parties that brought 
no guidance to the nation. They 
will divide the ignorant and mislead 
people into factions supporting un-
scrupulous and greedy politicians. 
They give some little money, bi-
cycles, mealie-meal, salt, sugar, 
chitenge materials, t-shirts here and 
there, so that each will remain with 
his or her own Calvary – and not 
even a Calvary, but with the agonis-
ing torture of pushing the boulder 
up a never-ending hill. But one day 
the people are going to demand, 
‘How much longer do we have to 
put up with these conditions’. And 
they will find real solutions.

“Our people are becoming truly 
desperate. The situation is much 
more terrible, more desperate and 
hopeless. I can see this. It’s only a 
matter of time, because this neolib-
eral capitalist path we are pursuing 
is creating an enormous time bomb 
in our country. Are we going to wait 
for it to explode before we start 
thinking about real change, real so-
lutions to these problems?”

Socialist staff reporter

Our struggle is inspired by our Ngoni ancestors
AT DAWN on February 5, 1898, Nsingu, 
commander-in-chief of Zambia’s Ngoni 
warriors was executed by Cecil John 
Rhodes’s forces after a mock court mar-
tial the previous day. 

“It is 123 years since that very sad, 
very painful and barbaric murder of our 
innocent leader,” Socialist Party presi-
dent Fred M’membe said.

“What was his crime? Refusing to 
handover our land and minerals to 
Rhodes and his companies. He was 
guilty of mobilising an army of 10,000 
young Ngoni warriors armed with the 

assegai to defend our land, our miner-
als, our heritage, our dignity, against 
Rhodes’ better-resourced army – armed 
with Maxim guns and seven-pounders. 

“After taking colonial possession of 
this territory, now constituting the Re-
public of Zambia since 1891, Rhodes felt 
all our land and minerals were now his 
and he could prospect and mine miner-
als in any part of it as he pleased.

“Rhodes believed there was gold in 
the Cipeta area occupied by the Ngonis. 
This was because south of the Cipeta, in 
a territory under Lobengula, in what is 

now Zimbabwe, Rhodes had found gold. 
He believed the Cipeta should have gold 
and he wanted to prospect for and mine 
minerals in this territory without the 
consent of the Ngonis.

“Our people and their leaders decided 
to defend their land with all they had – 
their lives. 

“Twelve decades later we, the new 
Ngoni warriors, rise to honour their 
sacrifices, their courage, their dignity, 
their patriotism. 

“If we win the August 12 elections and 
the 21st century Cecil Rhodes decide 

to attack us in December as they did in 
December 1897, they will find not 10,000 
young Ngoni warriors but a whole nation 
of warriors, of patriots, ready to defend 
their homeland, ready to die standing 
than to live on their knees. 

“Our struggle is a continuation of the 
struggle started by our Ngoni ances-
tors. It’s their heroic spirits inspiring and 
guiding our struggles and the work of 
the Nsingu Elections Campaign Brigade. 

“Aluta continua! The struggle contin-
ues! Victoria acerta! Victory is certain! 
Nsingu lives in us!”

There is no such thing as art for art’s 
sake, there is always a class context

“Revolutionary culture is a pow-
erful weapon for the broad masses 
of the people. It prepares the ground 
ideologically before the revolution 
comes and is an important, indeed 
essential, fighting front  in the gen-
eral revolutionary front. 

“All our literature and art are for 
the masses of the people, and in the 
first place for the workers, peasants, 
police  officers  and  soldiers;  they 
are created for them and are for 
their use.

“Our literary and art workers 
must accomplish this task and shift 
their stand; they must gradually 
move their feet over to the side of 
the workers and peasants through 
the process of going into their very 
midst and into the thick of practi-
cal struggles. Only in this way can 
we have a literature and art that are 
truly for the workers and peasants, 
a truly poor people’s literature and 
art.”

Dr M’membe said it was the 

party’s duty to ensure that literature 
and  art  fitted  well  into  the  whole 
revolutionary machine as a compo-
nent part and “operated as powerful 
weapons for uniting and educat-
ing the people and for attacking 
and destroying the exploiters, and 
that  they  help  the  people fight  the 
exploiters with one heart and one 
mind”.

“In literary and art criticism there 
are two criteria, the political and the 
artistic. There is the political criteri-
on and there is the artistic criterion; 
what is the relationship between 
the two? Politics cannot be equated 
with art, nor can a general world 
outlook be equated with a method 
of artistic creation and criticism,” 
Dr M’membe said.

“We deny not only that there 
is an abstract and absolutely un-
changeable political criterion, but 
also that there is an abstract and 
absolutely unchangeable artistic 
criterion; each class in every class 

society has its own political and ar-
tistic criteria. But all classes in all 
class societies invariably put the po-
litical criterion first and the artistic 
criterion second. What we demand 
is the unity of politics and art, the 
unity of content and form, the unity 
of revolutionary political content 
and the highest possible perfection 
of artistic form. Works of art, which 
lack artistic quality, have no force, 
however progressive they are politi-
cally. “Therefore, we oppose both 
works of art with a wrong political 
viewpoint and the tendency towards 
the poster and slogan style which is 
correct in political viewpoint but 
lacking in artistic power. On ques-
tions of literature and art we must 
carry on a struggle on two fronts.
“Letting  a  hundred  flowers 

blossom and a hundred schools 
of thought contend should be the 
policy for promoting the progress 
of the arts and a flourishing socialist 
culture in our country.”

THE NUMBER of artists joining 
the struggle led by the Socialist 
Party is increasing all the time. 

“We have musicians, singers, 
dancers, actors and actresses, sculp-
tors, painters, and so on and so 
forth. being selected as local gov-
ernment and parliamentary candi-
dates in various parts of our country 
to stand for the Socialist Party. This 
is very pleasing,” party president 
Fred M’membe said.

“In the world today all culture, 
all literature and art, belong to defi-
nite classes and are geared to defi-
nite political lines. There is in fact 
no such thing as art for art’s sake, 
art that stands above classes, art that 
is detached from or independent of 
politics.

“Peasant and working class, poor 
people’s literature and art are part 
of the whole struggle of the humble 
by the humble for the humble; they 
are, as Lenin said, cogs and wheels 
in the whole revolutionary machine.

Chirwa pledges to consult over Nsingo challenges  
NSINGO ward has been neglect-
ed for many years by people en-
trusted with leadership positions 
to develop the area, aspiring So-
cialist Party councillor Emmanu-
el Chirwa has said.

Speaking at a mobilisation 
meeting in his ward in Luangeni 
constituency, Eastern Province, 
Chirwa (left) pledged to work with 
the people and consult with con-
stituents on priority areas for de-
velopment once voted into office.

“A good leader should sit with 

his or her people from time to 
time and see which things are 
supposed to be worked on, and 
find solutions together,” he said.

Chirwa said a lack of markets 
for farmers’ produce in the area 
was a serious concern.

“People face two major prob-
lems; one, they walk long dis-
tances to find markets to sell their 
farming produce, and two, the 
roads are in a deplorable state. 
These need to be addressed by 
the leaders who were voted into 

office, but that is not working.” 
Chirwa said there was an urgent 
need to work on the Msipazi to 
Makwe and Kafweteka to Mwa-
mi roads, as well as the Jenda 
to Kayeka rural health centre 
route.

The Socialist Party has been in 
Nsingo ward of Luangeni constit-
uency mobilising the party, and 
Chirwa said answers to the ar-
ea’s challenges lay with Socialist 
Party president Fred M’membe 
and his team. 

No need to 
throw stones 
at every 
barking dog
THE SOCIALIST Party is under 
attack “because we’re having im-
pact on the ground”, party president 
Fred M’membe says.

“Aba Bemba say, ‘Nga mule 
sumwa ne nshimu mwaishiba amuti 
mulepanda ubuchi’. These attacks 
are coming because we are having 
impact on the ground. 

“But what should be our reac-
tion to these wanton, unbridled and 
uncouth attacks?” Dr M’membe 
asked. “We turn to Winston 
Churchill’s very wise counsel on 
this score: ‘You will never reach 
your destination if you stop and 
throw stones at every dog that 
barks’.

“Everything has it’s time. This is 
the time for them to attack us. Our 
time to defend ourselves will also 
come.” Dr M’membe said this was 
a time of change that was bringing 
many ‘barking dogs’ to deal with.

“If we pay equal attention to all 
of them they will distract us from 
our revolutionary priorities. We 
need to keep focused and on track. 
Keeping calm in times like these is 
very important, and connecting with 
what matters most  is  the first  step. 
Making clear sense of our situation 
is the second. Knowing which dogs 
matter, and which do not, is a third.

“Knowing the strategies we 
can use to handle the dogs that 
we encounter helps us find a way 
forward with each one. Being clear 
about our destination, our strategic 
objective reminds us which direc-
tion to face, once we are past the 
barking dog.”
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LEADERSHIP VALUES

JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

OUR party manifesto makes 
it very clear that our intention 
is to radically transform how 
Zambia is governed. It won’t 
be business as usual.

And we understand very, 
very well that in a hyper-kinetic 
world, inward-looking and self-
obsessed political leaders are a 
liability.

We also understand very, very 
well that, as political leaders, we 
are susceptible to an array of de-
bilitating maladies, including ar-
rogance, intolerance, myopia, 
and pettiness. And when these 
diseases go untreated, the na-
tion itself is enfeebled. To have 
a healthy nation, we need po-
litical leaders with healthy minds. 
As human beings we have certain 
proclivities, not all of them noble. 
Nevertheless, as political leaders 
we should be held to a high stan-
dard, since our scope of influence 
makes our ailments particularly 
infectious.

Even our Socialist Party, noble 
as its intentions and values may 
be, is an apparatus, a hierarchy 
populated by good-hearted, but 
less-than-perfect souls. In that 
sense, it’s not that much different 
from any other apparatus. We need 
eternal vigilance. We have to be 
very strict, very demanding with 
ourselves.

For this reason we have to con-
stantly strive to improve and to 
grow in rapport and wisdom, in 
order to carry out our historic mis-
sion of transforming this country 
into a more just, fair and humane 
nation. And yet, like any body, 
like any human body, we are also 
– even as socialists espousing very 
noble values – exposed to diseas-
es,  malfunctioning,  and  infirmity. 
We are also open to diseases and 
temptations that can dangerously 
weaken our effectiveness, and that 
of our revolutionary party. The dis-
ease of thinking we are immortal, 
immune, or downright indispens-
able, and therefore neglecting the 
need for regular check-ups.

A political leadership team 
which is not self-critical, which 
does not keep up with things, 
which does not seek to be more 
mentally, morally and intellectu-
ally fit, is a sick one. A simple visit 
to Leopards Hill Memorial Park 
and other cemeteries might help us 
remember the names of many peo-
ple who thought they were immor-
tal, immune, and indispensable. 
It is the disease of those who turn 
into lords and masters, who think 
of themselves as above others and 
not at their service. It is the pathol-
ogy of power and comes from a 
superiority complex, from a nar-
cissism that passionately gazes at 
its own image and does not see 
the faces of others, especially the 
weakest and those most in need.

The antidote to this plague is 
humility, to say heartily, “I am 
merely a servant. I have only done 
what was my duty”. Why seek to 
have an illegal, unconstitutional 
third term of office at any cost?

It is very easy for political 
power to make us lose our human 
sensitivities. And we start having 
hearts of stone. We become stiff-
necked. We have seen political 
leaders who in the course of time 
lose their interior serenity, alert-
ness and daring, and hide under a 
pile of papers, turning into paper-
pushers and not men and women 
of compassion.

Generosity

It is dangerous to lose the hu-
man sensitivity that enables us to 
weep with those who weep and 
to rejoice with those who rejoice. 
Because as time goes on our hearts 
grow hard and become incapable 
of loving those around us. Being 
a humane political leader means 
having the sentiments of humility 
and  unselfishness,  of  detachment 
and generosity.

In the Socialist Party we attach 
great importance to collective 
leadership, and collective leader-

ship calls for extensive coordina-
tion. It’s impossible to achieve col-
lective political leadership where 
there’s poor coordination.

Once political leaders lose a 
sense of community among them-
selves, the body loses its harmoni-
ous functioning and equilibrium, it 
then becomes an orchestra that pro-
duces noise; its members do not 
work together and lose the spirit of 
camaraderie and teamwork. When 
the foot says to the arm: “I don’t 
need you,” or the hand says to the 
head, “I’m in charge,” they cre-
ate discomfort and parochialism. 
We often see a lot of what one 
would call “leadership Alzheim-
er’s disease”. It consists of losing 
the memory of those who nur-
tured, mentored and supported us 
in our own journeys. We see this 
in those who have lost the memory 
of their encounters with the great 
leaders who inspired them, in 
those who are completely caught 
up in the present moment, in their 
passions, whims and obsessions, 
in those who build walls and rou-

tines around themselves, and thus 
become the slaves of idols carved 
by their own hands.

There’s too much rivalry and 
infighting  in  our  politics  –  the 
disease of rivalry and vainglo-
ry. When appearances, our perks, 
and our titles, become the primary 
object in life, we forget our funda-
mental duty as political leaders: 
“to  do  nothing  from  selfishness 
or conceit but in humility count 
others better than ourselves”. As 
political leaders, we must look not 
only to our own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.

I am saddened by the degree of 
idolising of political leaders that I 
see and hear everyday. This is the 
disease of those who court their 
political superiors in the hope of 
gaining their favour. They are 
victims of political careerism and 
opportunism; they honour people 
rather than the larger mission of the 
political party. They think only of 
what they can get and not of what 
they should give, small-minded 
people, unhappy and inspired only 

by  their  own  lethal  selfishness. 
This disease can affect political su-
periors themselves, where they try 
to obtain the submission, loyalty 
and psychological dependency of 
their subordinates. The end result 
is unhealthy complicity.

There’s too much indifference 
to others in our politics. This is 
where each political leader thinks 
only of him or herself, and loses 
the sincerity and warmth of genu-
ine human relationships.

Existential 

This can happen in many ways; 
when the most knowledgeable per-
son does not put that knowledge at 
the service of less knowledgeable 
colleagues, when you learn some-
thing and then keep it to yourself 
rather than sharing it in a helpful 
way with others, and when out of 
jealousy or deceit you take joy in 
seeing others fall instead of help-
ing them up and encouraging them. 
Today, more than ever before, our 

political leaders, especially those 
in government or power, are accu-
mulating a lot of wealth in a very 
short time – far more than they 
need to live comfortably – and are 
not scared or shy to flaunt it. They 
seem to suffering from the disease 
of hoarding.  This occurs when a 
political  leader  tries  to fill  an  ex-
istential void in his or her heart by 
accumulating material goods, not 
out of need, but only in order to 
feel secure.

The fact is that we are not able to 
take material goods with us when 
we leave this life, since “the wind-
ing sheet does not have pockets”, 
and all our treasures will never be 
able to fill that void; instead, they 
will only make it deeper and more 
demanding. Accumulating goods 
only burdens and inexorably slows 
the journey down.

Then we have a problem of 
closed circles, where belonging to 
a clique becomes more powerful 
than our shared identity. This dis-
ease, too, always begins with good 
intentions, but with the passing of 
time it enslaves its members and 
becomes a cancer that threatens 
the harmony of the political party 
and causes immense evil, especial-
ly to those we treat as outsiders. 
“Friendly  fire”  from  our  fellow 
soldiers is the most insidious dan-
ger. It is the evil that strikes from 
within. As it says in the Bible, 
“Every kingdom divided against 
itself is laid waste.”

Lastly, we have the challenge, 
the disease, of extravagance and 
self-exhibition. This happens 
when a political leader turns his 
or her service into power, and uses 
that power for material gain, or to 
acquire even greater power. This is 
the disease of people who insatia-
bly try to accumulate power and to 
this end are ready to slander, de-
fame and discredit others, who put 
themselves on display to show that 
they are more capable than oth-
ers. This disease does great harm 
because it leads people to justify 
the use of any means whatsoever 
to attain their goal, often in the 
name of justice and transparency. 
Comrades and friends, these dis-
eases are a danger for every politi-
cal leader and party, and they can 
strike at any individual or party.

It is dangerous
to lose the human 

sensitivity that enables 
us to weep with those 
who weep and to 
rejoice with those 
who rejoice. Because 
as time goes on our 
hearts grow hard and 
become incapable of 
loving those around us

‘

RECENTLY I read something very inspir-
ing from Anglican Diocese of Eastern 
Zambia Bishop William Mchombo 
in which he said that “honesty is of 
paramount importance in any leadership 
role”.

Bishop Mchombo said leaders must 
always embrace trust and honesty.

“When we are chosen as leaders, we 
should possess the element of trust. The 
issue of honesty is very important in our 
leadership roles. When we come to elect-
ing leaders, we want to elect those that 
are honest,” Bishop Mchombo said.

For us in the Socialist Party, there is 
no choice between being principled and 
unelectable; and electable and unprin-
cipled. We should win because of what 
we believe in.

A new and complex era such as this 
requires principles more than ever.  Po-
litical ideas are worthless if they are not 
inspired by noble, selfless sentiments. 
Likewise, noble sentiments are worth-
less if they are not based on correct and 
fair ideas.

The individual does best in a decent 
community of people with principles, 

standards, common aims and values.
“When honesty is lost, then wait for 

the hour (the day of judgment)”. These 
are the words of Prophet Muhammad. 
They paint a picture of the time leading 
up to the day of judgment, when righ-
teous people will be sorrowful due to the 
lack of honesty around them. 

We live in a society today where 
honesty is both valued and shunned at 
the same time. We expect people to be 
honest in their dealings with us, yet we 
watch and applaud liars, we vote for ly-
ing and deceitful politicians.

Without thinking, we teach our chil-
dren that dishonesty is acceptable. We 
admonish our children for lying, yet the 
reality is we have been their teachers. 
Whether we tell lies or allow our children 
to live in a world surrounded by deceit, 
the lesson is learned, and honesty be-
gins to disappear from the hearts of the 
next generation. 

If you are honest, truly honest, you 
cannot be corrupted. If you are unas-
suming and have a clear understanding 
of the worth of people and of yourself, 
you cannot be corrupted.

The saying that honesty is the best 
policy is one of the oldest in the prover-
bial book and its longevity speaks to its 
wisdom. We think of it as a matter of mo-
rality or ethics, and while it is certainly 
both, being honest is also a constructive 
course of action in establishing and 
building not only a good government but 
the culture within. Employing dishonesty 
because it is convenient may be the 
tempting path, and maybe even one that 
some can justify in their own minds as 
a necessary ill to serve a greater good; 
after all, what harm could a few lies do in 
the grand scheme of things? 

But dishonesty rarely stops with 
one or two untruths, and never ends 
well. Each lie or case of dishonesty is 
a compromise of one’s integrity that 
makes the next one easier if one is not 
careful about holding oneself to a higher 
standard. 

Perhaps the greatest function that 
honesty can serve in a government is 
avoiding problems and mistakes that 
grow into major issues. 

Indeed, honesty is the foundation of 
the relationships that we have to build.

Honesty is how we build trust, and 
trust is necessary if we hope to work 
successfully with others.

In the hustle and bustle of today’s 
highly competitive environment, where 
speed is essential to making decisions, 
it’s easy to forget two important traits: 
honesty and ethics.

Sometimes the moral fibre of society 
and the blind ambition of some leaders 
will not even consider these attributes.

It is said that “if you never lie, you will 
not have to remember what you said”.

Truth and honesty can be difficult to 
carry out, because we don’t want to be 
the bearers of bad news. However, in 
the long term, honesty carries the day, 
gains stronger support from people and 
allows the right solutions to be applied 
to resolve problems.

Honesty builds trust, one of the most 
critical elements of solid leadership 
activities.

Amilcar Cabral said, “Hide nothing 
from the masses of our people. Tell no 
lies. Expose lies whenever they are told. 
Mask no difficulties, mistakes, failures. 
Claim no easy victories.” 

Diseases of the soul that lead to 
unhealthy people, and nations
Socialist Party president 
Fred M’membe warns 
of the pitfalls confront-
ing anyone who seeks 
a position of leadership, 
especially in politics 

Hide nothing, tell no lies, claim no easy victories



Socialist Monthly, February/March 2021  5

REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

They are on a very
dangerous path
MR BOWMAN Lusambo is saying that “whatever 
it takes we are winning the general elections”. 
What does this mean?

The other week his boss, Mr Edgar Lungu, 
was saying those who want to takeover from him 
as presidents of Zambia should wait for 2026 or 
2031. How should this be interpreted?

We shouldn’t also forget that early in his presi-
dency, Mr Lungu warned Zambians that he would 
crush like a tonne of bricks anyone who tried 
to stand in his way. This desire to win or retain 
power – have a third term of office – at any cost 
by Mr Lungu and his disciples is dangerous and 
frightening. From my very limited military stud-
ies and experience, I learned that victory at any 
cost is dangerous. We were taught that victory 
must be measured by its sustainability over time.

Overcoming a foe, joined by many enraged 
citizens – whose survivors would only regroup 
with hardening resolve to carry on the war – 
doesn’t constitute a true victory. Winning, it can 
be argued, isn’t quite all it’s cracked up to be. 
Despite our preoccupation with victory, winning 
is often a double-edged sword.

I am surprised to see the “win-at-all-costs” 
attitude applied to our politics by Mr Lungu, who 
I expect to have some reasonable military knowl-
edge and experience. Causes, campaigns and 
crusades are fueled by self-righteous enthusiasm 
in the struggle against those who we assess as 
wrong-headedly seeking to oppose us. “If they 
can’t be convinced,” we think, “they must be de-
feated. If in defeat they refuse subjugation, they 
must be destroyed. At all costs, we must win”.

Though the exact nature of our political prob-
lems might be unique, it’s certainly not the first 
time in Zambian politics that we find ourselves 
in a place where it’s much easier – and a more 
certain path to electoral victory – to destroy 
one’s opponent rather than attempt to find 
common ground, or at least mutual respect. We 
still remember how Simon Mwansa Kapwepwe 
and UPP were treated, detained in prisons and 
their party banned by the UNIP government. Of 
course, some things are worth fighting for – at 
critical moments in our history, we’ve had win-
ners and losers. The fatal trap is that an objec-
tive of “destroying” your political opponent is 
absurd. A functioning multiparty democracy not 
only has, but needs, more viable political parties, 
not a triumphant victor and an opposition left 
hopelessly vanquished. 

Checks and balances are needed to defend 
ourselves from our own worst instincts. Ambi-
tion must be made to counteract ambition. Total 
victory or catastrophic success can be the worst 
of calamities. There’s a point in the “fight” when 
we must understand that effective negotiation 
and compromise is not only the best course of 
action, but it’s the only one that could possibly 
maintain a political environment where future 
multiparty governance is possible. In politics, as 
in war, every decision must be taken with an eye 
to the future, remembering that the next issue 
must be adjudicated by respected and respectful 
opponents.

This regime of Mr Lungu needs to moderate its 
push to destroy the opposition because it runs 
counter to our natural inclination, felt in the heat 
of combat, to demonise or belittle the foe. In the 
short term, it seems to unite us against a com-
mon, hated enemy. But when you seek to dele-
gitimise your foe, you’re actually inviting your 
own delegitimisation. To be sure, it’s a precari-
ous balance. It’s important to “fight” for one’s 
beliefs, but there is a point at which “fighting” 
erodes underlying foundations. In politics, at its 
hyperbolic end, the losing party is outlawed and 
its leaders jailed on trumped-up treason charges. 
And historically, the prevailing party, absent the 
moderating influence of a loyal opposition, soon 
runs off the rails.

At the best of times, what you’ll leave behind 
is a generational divide. If people forget the 
protagonists involved, what they’ll remember is 
what crushing the enemy, or being crushed, felt 
like. They’ll tell their children, and their chil-
dren’s children, who to trust and who to malign. 
Soon, the independence ideals that harked in 
our multiparty democracy will wisp away, like the 

Socialist Party presi-
dent Fred M’membe:
It is up to us to 
encourage, support, 
and celebrate those 
who will serve and 
lead

wind. The moment of apparent conquest can be 
the time of greatest vulnerability. Grasping for 
total victory can be our undoing.

It’s tempting to want “strength” in these 
tumultuous times, but the job of building and 
repairing our country has to come from a collec-
tive leadership. Our leaders won’t look the same; 
they won’t always agree with one another; and, 
as with any collective, it won’t make everyone 
happy at all points. That’s what compromise, 
and living in a functioning multiparty democracy, 
looks like. What will define this collective leader-
ship is their stance towards those who may think 
a little different from themselves, who may have 
a different order of priorities and way of doing 
business. Don’t look out for these leaders as be-
ing the women and men with the loudest voices, 
or the most zealous convictions. Instead, they’ll 
be the ones willing to let go of the side of the 
pool, so that they can swim towards the middle.

It is a big ask of those who would step 
forward. There are few parades for the modest 
moderate and endless criticism from the frenzied 
fringes on both sides. Instead, these true heroes 
must take quiet satisfaction that their contri-
butions will enable possibilities further in the 
future than most people look. And even when 
that future arrives, there will be loud complaints 
about the traffic from the vocal experts who rail 
on, oblivious to the selfless labour and thought-
ful compromises that created the roads they take 
for granted.

Still, those leaders are among us. We cannot 
wait for them to rise one-by-one only to be pum-
meled down by a cacophony of intolerance and 
tyranny. It is up to us to encourage, support, and 
celebrate those who will serve and lead. When 
they stand, we must stand with them.

Wasting the lives
of our children
TODAY it doesn’t hurt our political leaders if a 
Zambian is hungry, if a Zambian child has no 
doctor, if a Zambian child suffers or is unedu-
cated, or if a family has no housing. It should 
hurt us even though it’s not our brother, our son 
or our father. Being Christians demands that of 
us; human solidarity and decency demands that 
of us; beings socialists entails commitment to 
solidarity. 

Good political leaders, Christians, socialists 
should know that the life of a single Zambian is 
worth millions of times more than all the prop-
erty of the richest or the power of most politi-
cally powerful man in this country.

Today Zambia is fourth hungriest country in 
Africa after the Central African Republic, Chad 
and Madagascar. It is the fifth in the world after 
the Central African Republic, Chad, Madagascar 
and Yemen. The Central African Republic and 
Chad are deserts or semi deserts – they don’t 
have the rains, water and good agricultural 
soils we are blessed with. Madagascar has had 
devastating natural calamities. Yemen has been 
destroyed by an unending civil war.

Hundreds of thousands of children in Zambia 
are today impacted by hunger. This is what it 
means for our children to be the fifth hungriest 
country in the world.

Hunger affects children’s physical and cogni-
tive development prenatally, perinatally, during 
early years, and some of the effects continue 
through adolescents and adulthood. Some of 
the physical effects of hunger are malnutrition, 
stunted growth, wasting, babies born premature-
ly, low birth weights, and in extreme cases infant 
and child mortalities.

Other effects are poor health, physical 
symptoms, such as stomachaches and head-
aches, signs of worry, anxiety, and behaviour 
problems. Cognitive effects of hunger include 
babies who are born with smaller brain size, 
poor performance on measures of infant cogni-
tive development, lower scores on both IQ and 
achievement tests, likelihood of impaired mental 
and intellectual delays, and inability to engage 
fully in school.

How can valuable life be wasted in this way 
and our political leaders go to sleep peacefully 
and waste money in the way they are doing?

Achieving public
ownership is not 
an easy process
SP won’t nationalise copper mines 
with limited lifespans up to 40 years

THE STRATEGIC objective 
of the Socialist Party is public 
ownership of the key means 
of production. But achieving 
this in a world economy dom-
inated by capitalism is not an 
easy undertaking, party presi-
dent Fred M’membe says.

“It calls for a tenacious, in-
telligent struggle. And it is this 
struggle  that  defines  the  process 
of ‘socialist construction’,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“It is a process because it is 
not a one-off act or transaction. 
It’s not a single act of nationali-
sation and the following day you 
have a socialist society in Zambia. 
“The last 60 years of observing 
nationalisation in the world has 
taught us something, has made us 
a bit wiser about what works and 
what doesn’t. It has taught us to be 
cautious and patient.

“Moreover, it is said that there are 
many ways to skin a cat. Similarly, 
there are many ways to achieve the 
public ownership of the key means 
of production without engaging 
in very complex and unneces-
sary business and political deals.” 
Dr M’membe said that with this in 
mind, the Socialist Party would not 
nationalise troubled copper mines 
with limited economic lifespans 
ranging from eight to 40 years.

“What is under exploitation now 
is just about a third of our mining 
potential, we still have two-thirds 
of our mining potential to exploit,” 
he said.

“Without belittling anyone, we 
simply don’t have the capacity to 
run  these  financially  troubled  and 
technologically complicated mines. 
We don’t have enough mineral sci-
entists, mining engineers, mining 

economists, lawyers with adequate 
mining  knowledge,  the  financial 
expertise to mobilise capital for our 
mines and market the minerals we 
have mined.

“What the Socialist Party in gov-
ernment will do is to ensure that it 
collects fair taxes from the mines 
to pump into education, health and 
peasant agriculture. And also make 
the transnational mining corpora-
tions pay for the training of our 
people in various mining skills. 
With such well-trained people we 
will be able to exploit the remain-
ing two-thirds of our mining poten-
tial on our own or under more ben-
eficial joint ventures with others.”

Dr M’membe said the Social-
ist Party in government would not 
do what the present Patriotic Front 
government was doing and asked 
what  benefit  of  the  Mopani  deal 
was for the people.

Challenges
“The main issue at Mopani has 

been the cost of production, which 
is around US$4,000 per tonne, and 
the high cost of running the mine, 
ranging between US$40m and 
US$60m per month.

“In the face of low commodity 
prices, the mine has some challeng-
es. In an attempt to reduce the cost 
of production, Mopani recently 
sunk three new shafts – two in Kit-
we and one in Mufurila – at a cost 
of US$4.5 billion. They were sup-
posed to invest a further US$450m 
to take the shaft a bit further down 
just before government indicated it 
would do away with VAT and in-
stead introduce sales tax.

“Unlike in North Western Prov-
ince where they do not need to sink 
a shaft, at Mopani you need a shaft 
of between 1.5 km to 2 km in order 
to maximise value for money. The 
previous shaft was sunk in 1975.

“Mopani has copper reserves 
of between 38 to 40 years before 
activities come to a close. How-
ever, that needs about US$1.5bn to 
US$2bn investment in mine devel-
opment. Why would we commit 80 
per cent of our future copper pro-
duction to pay off this debt when 
we will need between US$40m and 
US$60m on a monthly basis to run 
this mine? Which banker is going 
to give us a credit facility under 
these circumstances?

“We think this Patriotic Front 
government has messed up big 
time on this issue. It knows it does 
not have the ability to run this as-
set to the optimal levels that could 
bring a reversal of mining fortunes 
to Kitwe and Mufulira. In a worse 
case scenario, we would rather 
have Glencore place the asset un-
der care and maintenance, know-
ing very well that as copper prices 
continue to improve, it would 
eventually begin operations within 
eight months. Now, we have lost a 
credible investor and are likely to 
see a decline in production from 
the mine, like we have seen with 
KCM, notwithstanding the type of 
investors we had there.

“Even if ZCCM Investment 
Holdings manages to run the op-
eration successfully with a strategic 
partner, it will be constrained to ex-
pand production as it has the yoke 
of paying off the debt of purchase 
price for at least a decade.

“Clearly, the decision to sell 
Mopani was based on the political 
survival instincts of Mr Lungu and 
his colleagues in the Patriotic Front 
government. Understandably, they 
were scared of the consequences 
losing 15,000 jobs in an election 
year. This decision has nothing to 
do with any strategic business for-
mula – it’s all about political sur-
vival and a third term of office for 
Mr Lungu,” Dr M’membe said.

Socialist staff reporter

The real cost of ‘donations’ in 
elections: cynicism, apathy 
AS THE August elections near, we seem to be in-
creasingly witnessing an increase in donations from 
politicians in the governing party. Why? What are the 
consequences of these donations on our politics and 
elections?

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe says there is 
no doubt that we will all pay the price for a political sys-
tem and elections dominated by money and donations, 
and that the donations are in fact nothing but bribes. 

“The increasingly skyrocketing cost of running for 
public  office  is making  it  far  too  easy  for  those with 
money to manipulate election outcomes,” he said. 
“When a political system is twisted to serve those who 
can pay the most, the ripple effect is profound. It hurts 
our multiparty democracy and the political plurality of 
our nation on every level.

“This problem is real and it calls for effective ways 
to fight the negative effects of money-based multiparty 
democracy and elections.
“If we don’t tenaciously fight this practice, the poor 

of this country will never be able to set themselves po-
litical goals and achieve them; the poor will not be able 
to be elected as councillors, members of parliament or 
even as presidents. We need to return the control of our 
political system to the voters. This can only be achieved 
if the voters themselves own the elections. 

“I urge all citizens of good will and their organisa-
tions to help educate the public on the problem of mon-
ey in our politics and elections and ways to take action.

“2There’s a need to expose corruption and other 
abuses of our political system and seek the necessary 
changes to the way things are done.” 

Dr M’membe said people needed help to use their 
power to counteract the influence of money in politics 
and elections.

“There are real drawbacks to the current interplay 
between money and politics. Perhaps more than overt 
corruption, the current system breeds cynicism and apa-
thy – two enemies of multiparty democracy.

“If Zambians feel like they don’t have a voice, then 
all sorts of people – potential voters and candidates 
alike – don’t get involved because they think they can’t 
matter.

“And important policy differences are obscured 
by the patina of money and donations. Candidates 
are forced into a never-ending cycle of money which 
greatly favours incumbents over even the most worthy 
challengers.

“If Zambians want to get money out of politics, 
it’s time to take our elections back. Voting is the most 
powerful form of expression that a single citizen has. 
When citizens vote, politicians have to listen. We must 
improve voter turnout and engage within our commu-
nities  to combat  the undue  influence of money  in our 
multiparty political dispensation.
“There are many things each one of us can do to fight 

the impact of money in our politics and elections,” Dr 
M’membe said. 
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PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES 

Aggephrey Brill

AGGEPHREY Brill, parliamen-
tary candidate for the Livingstone 
constituency, says he joined the 
Socialist Party because he believes 
“in service being above self”.

 “I want us to emancipate our-
selves from the mental slavery, 
poverty, exploitation, gross cor-
ruption, and inhuman treatment of 
the youth, women and my nation. 
Therefore I have joined the revo-
lution,” he said.

“Zambians want free education, 
healthcare, meaningful employ-
ment and financial empowerment. 
These are never provided for by 
parties like PF, UPND, DP, al-
though they promise them.

“Capitalism is based on paying 
for everything. So, no matter how 
we change capitalist presidents in 
Zambia, such change is no change. 
Socialism is what provides for its 
citizens.

“Let us support Fred M’membe 
to remove exploitative capitalism 
from Zambia. Dr M’membe is 
honest and resolute in helping us 
bring about this authentic change. 
Let us vote for ourselves by voting 
for the Socialist Party.”

Brill says unaffordable school 
fees, unemployment, a lack of 
medicines in hospitals and expen-
sive drugs in drug stores are just 
some of the issues in Livingstone.

“People are now self prescrib-
ing  medicines  as  they  find  none 
when they visit hospitals,” he said. 
“So to avoid losing the little they 
have on transport, they are going 
directly to the drug stores.”

Brill was educated at Riverian 
primary and Mukuba secondary 
schools in Kitwe, going on to gain 
certificates  in  public  relations, 
youth micro enterprise develop-
ment, mentoring, counselling and 
teaching.

He was a founder member of 
the faith-based HIV/AIDS pre-
vention organisation Youth Alive, 

a founder member of a Southern 
Province human rights committee, 
chairman of Livingstone Muslim 
Society, a director of research, 
public relations and cultural ac-
tivities of the Islamic Council, 
and a councillor in Livingstone 
Akapelwa ward. He has also 
taught at schools in Lusaka and 
Livingstone. 

George Ching’andu

GEORGE Ching’andu parlia-
mentary candidate for the Ban-
gweulu constituency is a subject 
of Bwambwa village under Chief 
Mulakwa of Samfya District, and 
is married with seven children.

He undertook his primary edu-
cation at Maba Junior School, 
secondary education at Twingi 
and senior studies up to grade 12 
at Samfya.

Ching’andu was elected as 
Kapata ward councillor in 2011 
when the Patriotic Front came into 
power.

He says he joined the Socialist 
Party because of its commitment 
to pro-poor policies.

“My constituency and Zambia 
at large are in a crisis with gigan-
tic problems ranging from poverty, 
poor implementation of develop-
ment programmes by ruling elites, 
and a realisation that parliamenta-
ry leaders in most of the constitu-
encies, including this one, come 
from outside the constituency,” he 
said.

“They do not understand our 
issues. They only come during 
the voting period and then disap-
pear. We, the villagers, are used to 
rubber stamps. Immediately after 
elections any meaningful com-
munication between the elector-
ate and leaders vanishes into thin 
air. Political leaders have failed to 
deliver on their promises on devel-
opment and my area remains very 
backward.”

 Ching’andu says the three key 
pressing issues in his constituency 
include poverty, poor roads and 
poor housing.

“We need to create jobs, provide 

compulsory education for children 
and adults, invest in affordable 
high-quality childcare and early 
education, improve on health ser-
vices and provide housing units 
and good roads for our people,” 
he said.

“We are tired of fake prom-
ises. Let us vote for the Socialist 
Party and Dr Fred M’membe who 
together with the people of Ban-
gweulu and Zambia will bring de-
velopment and change. The wind 
of change is blowing.” 

Bwime Chingumbe

TWENTY-TWO-year-old Bwime 
Chingumbe, parliamentary can-
didate for Luampa constituency, 
was born in Luampa and attended 
Lui primary and Kanyonyo sec-
ondary schools.

 She says she joined the Social-
ist Party because of its commit-
ment to young people and young 
women’s leadership agenda. The 
party believes the youth are the 
leaders of today, not tomorrow.

“Zambia has a youthful popu-
lation of about 66 per cent, yet 
many continue to be marginalised 
in terms of access to quality edu-
cation, healthcare, and many ser-
vices needed to survive,” she said.

“A number of young people 
don’t have jobs. What once used 
to be a booming agricultural sec-
tor in our country has deteriorat-
ed. We just don’t have jobs; many 
young people are languishing in 
extreme poverty.”

Chingumbe said there was so 
much hopelessness among the 
young people in her constituency.

“They just drink beer from 
dawn to sunset with no direction 
or sense of what else they can do. 
There is a lack of medical equip-
ment and medicines in hospitals, 
poor roads, and the distance from 
the health centre to the villages is 
far.

“I am grateful to have been 
introduced to the Socialist Party. 
I saw light in the Socialist Party. 
I was encouraged by its com-
mitment to the values of justice, 

humility, solidarity, and equity. I 
was also impressed by the break-
down of its programmes and job-
creation strategy in health, educa-
tion, and agriculture. The Socialist 
Party politics are reviving and re-
freshing.”

Chingumbe said the Socialist 
Party was the only hope for a so-
lution to the challenges in her con-
stituency and the country.

“I urge the people in my constit-
uency and Zambia at large to vote 
for me and Dr Fred M’membe 
come August. The Socialist Party, 
the people’s party, your party, is 
the answer to our struggles and 
problems. Let’s win this struggle 
and revolution together.”

Bernard Chishimba

BERNARD Chishimba, parlia-
mentary candidate for Chienge 
constituency, is one of Chief Pu-
ta’s subjects and works as a local 
government official in Mongu.

Chishimba says he joined the 
Socialist Party because of its uni-
fying message and clear focus on 
the needs of the Zambian people. 

He says there are three econom-
ic development challenges in his 
constituency; water supply, poor 
roads and social unity.

“The inadequate supply of 
clean has imposed serious health 
and economic limitations on the 
community, and the poor road net-
works have resulted in huge trans-
portation costs. This has prevented 
local  businesses  from  flourishing 
and made the price of commodi-
ties extremely high, making them 
unattainable for most residents.

“The third obstacle is unity. I 
believe the community must work 
together if we are to tackle these 
problems successfully,” he said.

Andrew Kalonde

ANDREW Kalonde, parliamen-
tary candidate for the Mpika Cen-
tral constituency, was born into a 
family of freedom fighters (Mama 
Madalena Kalonde and family).

Zambia will never be the same 
again after SP is in government

PROFILESZAMBIA will never be the 
same as it was before once 
the Socialist Party is in pow-
er, general secretary and first 
vice-president Cosmas Mu-
sumali says.

Dr Musumali was speaking at 
the presentation of 35 new par-
liamentary candidates.

“The Socialist Party will trans-
form, reverse and give hope to mil-
lions of Zambians,” he said.

“There is always something that 
my brother, friend and comrade 
talks about. Fred M’membe says 
leaders lead and the people gov-
ern. When he says leaders lead, he 
is talking about a leadership which 
is part and parcel of the people,” 
Dr Musumali said.

“You cannot lead people you 
don’t understand. If there is no 
proximity between you and those 
people, you can’t lead them. You 
are manipulating them, you are 
betraying them, you are lying to 
them and this is what the masses 
of Zambia have been subjected to 
over the past 30 plus years. People 
have been betrayed, and this lead-
ership you are seeing today is say-
ing enough is enough.”

Of the 35 candidates adopted, 
17 were women and 18 were men.

Three of the candidates are 
from Muchinga Province, two are 
from Northern, Luapula (three), 
Southern  (five),  Central  Province 
(three),  North  Western  (five), 
Western (four), Copperbelt (sev-
en), Eastern (two) and Lusaka’s 
Matero constituency (one).

Dr Musumali said the Social-
ist Party was showing its com-
mitment to gender parity with its 
adoptions.

“Our aim is to ensure the people 
of Zambia are represented 50 per 
cent minimum by women and we 
encourage other political players 
to do the same,” he said.

Dr Musumali said out of the 35 
candidates, nine were below the 
age of 30 while the youngest two 
were 22. He said youth empow-
erment involved younger people 
playing a leadership role, espe-

cially as they were in the major-
ity. “The majority ought to be in 
positions of leadership and we are 
showing it that a big proportion of 
our candidates to date are below 
the age of 30, below the age of 35.

“The cornerstone of democracy 
is also that the marginalised, the 
poor masses get to participate ac-
tively and among these candidates, 
not one of them can be said to be 
rich, not one can be classified as a 
big fish, the big fish represent other 
big fishes,” he said.

Dr Musumali said among the 
candidates were women earning 
their living as marketeers.

He noted that in other political 
parties, marketeers were the ones 
called upon to sing and dance but 
in the Socialist Party they had an 
important role to play in the demo-
cratic process of the country.

The full list of candidates:
Mirriam Mutong’a (Mwinilunga), 
Felistus Kuku (Kabompo), Lydia 
Kasonya (Chavuma), Chingeji 
Musoka (Zambezi West), Fred 
Kasong’u Kaumba (Manyinga), 
Nyambe Mumembe (Luena), Mir-
riam Musangu Kapenda (Liuwa), 
Bwime Chingumbe (Luampa), 
Chimponda M. Bwalya (Luban-
senshi), Mwenya Mukupa (Lunte), 
Merra Mwansa (Mwense), Ber-
nard Chishimba (Chienge), George 
Ching’andu (Bangweulu), Joseph 
Mpundu (Mfuwe), Juliet Mwape 
(Chinsali), Kafwimbi Lunda Na-
mutowe (Nakonde Central), Aaron 
Banda (Chadiza), Peter Banda 
(Kapoche), Niza Chisha Nakazwe 
(Mufulira), Christine Chomba Mu-
lenga (Kalulushi), Ruth Luapula 
(Chillilabombwe), Dorian Shamfu-
ti (Lufwanyama), Innocent Kombe 
(Nchanga), Blessings Mwale (Ma-
saiti), Grace Natasha Namunyola 
(Kwacha), Kenmax Hamoonga 
(Dundumwezi), Phaides Hamay-
obe (Siavonga), Thelma Nkoloma 
(Mazabuka Central), Brill Agge-
phrey (Livingstone), Mwiya (Ka-
zungula), Sheik Chifuwe (Itehi-
tehi), Cephas Tweende (Katuba), 
Paul Chilenga (Kapiri Mposhi), 
and Barbara Chekuda Maramwid-
ze (Matero).

Musumali says ‘we will transform, reverse and give hope to millions’

Socialist Party general secretary and first vice-president Cosmas Musumali (front, right) with party president Fred M’membe (front, left) and general treasurer and second vice-president Chris Ngenda 
Mwikisa (front, centre), and new parliamentary candidates
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He attended Kenneth Kaunda 
Secondary School in Chinsali and 
the University of Zambia, later 
working for the judiciary as a clerk 
and carrying out social work. He 
is currently pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in law with University of 
Africa.

“Having been born into a family 
of politicians, I always had a pas-
sion to serve the people of Zambia 
politically. I joined politics in 2001 
while I was a civil servant in Kitwe 
when the late Michael Sata formed 
the Patriotic Front,” he said.

“In 2006, I took a leave of ab-
sence to contest the parliamentary 
seat for Mpika Central but I was 
not adopted. I campaigned for the 
candidate and the party and we 
won the seat for the Hon Kapeya 
Mwansa.”

Kalonde says he resigned from 
the judiciary and attempted to gain 
selection stand for Mpika Central 
two more times but without success.

“I joined the revolutionary 
movement because when Sata 
formed the PF he was pro-poor – 
he had a heart for the marginalised. 
But after his death the party be-
came pro-rich, so for me the only 
alternative party was Socialist Par-
ty, with a true and uncompromised 
programme for the working class.

“There are many issues affect-
ing the marginalised people in 
Mpika Central, with education, 
health and agriculture being the 
most pressing.”

Kalonde says his message for 
the people of Mpika Central con-
stituency, Muchinga Province, 
and Zambia as a whole, is to vote 
for the Socialist Party and Fred 
M’membe as president.

“We have Dr M’membe as the 
Socialist Party president, the most 
experienced  political  figure  of 
all presidential candidates in the 
forthcoming general election,” he 
said. “Zambians need to liberate 
themselves from the cruelity of 
capitalism  and embrace socialism 
if they are to see any meaningful 
development in this country.”

Andrew Kalulu

ANDREW Kapasa Kalulu, parlia-
mentary candidate for Shiwangan-
du constituency, says he joined the 
Socialist Party because he believes 
in justice, equity and peace for all 
Zambians.

“A just society is a fair society 
and a peaceful environment for 
all citizens in our country,” he 
said. “We all need an equal share 
of our wealth, equal participation 
in the governance and politics of 
our country, equal healthcare and 
equal education standards, regard-
less of being poor or rich.”

Kalulu says the major prob-
lems Shiwangandu faces include 
poverty, illiteracy, bad road infra-
structure, poor sanitation and the 
problem of child marriages.

“We have very few primary 
schools in Shiwangandu that can-
not accommodate the ever-grow-
ing population in our constituency. 
Most of our children are starting 
school at the age of seven or ten 
in some places because the schools 
are very far from their villages.

“Our children are failing to pass 
to go to grade eight, grade ten or 
pass grade 12 because of sub-stan-
dard education. This is because in 
most of our schools we have two 
or three teachers teaching more 
than 800 pupils from grades one to 
grade nine.
“Our  children  are  not  finishing 

school and those who are lucky 
enough to reach grade 12 are fail-
ing exams. As a result, we are fac-
ing a lot early marriages.”

Kalulu says the constituency 
has few clinics and health centres 
and precious few medicines that 
people cannot afford.

“Another problem is that soil 
in the region is very acidic and 
farmers need expensive fertilisers 
to grow crops such as maize. Poor 
Roads and bridges are another 
concern, with many villages often 
cut off by floods.

“Regardless of the many eco-
nomic challenges there is hope for 

the people this year if they vote 
wisely by voting a socialist gov-
ernment under Dr Fred M’membe 
into power,” he said.

“He is a true patriotic Zambian 
who will look into the equality of 
the living standards of our peo-
ple, not only in Shiwangandu, but 
Zambia at large.”

Joseph Mpundu

MFUWE constituency parliamen-
tary candidate Joseph Mpundu 
says he joined politics because 
he was inspired by Dr Fred 
M’membe’s writing and people-
oriented mature style of politics. 
He says Dr M’membe is a focused 
leader who leads by example and 
works day in and day out.

 Mpundu says roads, education 
and healthcare are serious chal-
lenges in his constituency.

“The roads are in a bad state, it 
is impossible for vehicles to pass, 
it is bad news, and it gets worse in 
the rainy season. The schools are 
overcrowded and understaffed. 
When it comes to clinics, the 
health posts usually don’t have 
drugs because the supply from the 
Ministry of Health is inadequate. 
Child marriages are also prevalent.

 “The government’s priorities 
are misplaced. There is more fo-
cus on building roads in the urban 
centres, while the rural popula-
tion continues to suffer in terms 
of managing the basic needs. The 
rural poverty level in Zambia is at 
76.6 per cent.

“We need a government that 
will prioritise agriculture, health, 
and education. There is no doubt 
that the Socialist Party programme 
will benefit the people in my con-
stituency,” he said.

 Mpundu has a bachelor’s de-
gree in education from the Techni-
cal and Vocation Teachers’ College 
and worked as a teacher at a com-
munity school in Mpika.

He has also worked as a news-
caster at Northern FM Radio 

Kasama and as a conservation of-
ficer  at  Mukungule  Community 
Resources Board in Mpika. 

Merra Mwansa

PARLIAMENTARY candidate for 
Mwense Central, Merra Mwansa, 
is a grade 12 graduate of Kashiba 
Secondary School.

Mwansa says she joined the So-
cialist Party because she believes 
the country not only requires a 
change in government, but also a 
poverty alleviation strategy that 
will revolutionise the system of 
governance and the country’s eco-
nomic relationship with its tech-
nology.

Mwansa says one of the main 
poverty traps in her constituency 
is youth unemployment and that, if 
elected as MP, she will tackle it in 
three ways:

First, by working to provide 
employment and entrepreneur op-
portunities by encouraging invest-
ment  in  the  local  fishing, mining 
and agriculture industries.

Second, she says she will strive 
to improve the quality of educa-
tion, health and sanitation infra-
structures, thereby boosting the 
quality of human capabilities in 
the area. Mwansa hopes her con-
stituency will become a big mango 
or “yembe” juice producer in the 
future.

Third, she says she will work 
towards reducing transportation 
and communication costs by push-
ing for investment in the quality of 
roads.

She believes a better road net-
work will make local goods com-
petitive and her constituency at-
tractive to investors. 

Mukupa Mwenya

LUNTE constituency parliamen-
tary candidate Mukupa Mwenya 
says he joined the Socialist Party 
because he was moved by Dr Fred 
M’membe’s passionate words 
about Zambia, emphasising the 
need to help and care for others, 
especially the vulnerable.

Mwenya says he was also im-
pressed by the party’s manifesto. 
“These are the only pillars that can 
make Zambia a better place and 
country.

“After looking around, I have 
discovered that Dr M’membe is 
the only level-headed presidential 
candidate who has the purest of 
intentions to develop this country 
together with all the Zambians. 
He doesn’t say ‘I will’ but says 
‘we will’ deliver justice, equity, 
and peace to ourselves, that’s a 
true character of an honest leader.”

Mwenya says the key issues in 
his area include poor roads and 
fragile or no bridges, poor schools 
and health posts and a lack of stor-
age space.

“There are no industries or jobs 
for the young and elderly. Poverty 
is very high.

“The Socialist Party has a clear 
and promising message that will 
help turn this situation around. It 
also has leadership and through 
my constituency I will be able to 
work with the people to develop 
the key sectors of agriculture, edu-
cation, and health together.”

Mwenya went to Mulukuma 
Primary School, Laurent Chita Ba-
sic School and Luwingi Secondary 
School. He then went to Chipembi 
College of Agriculture.

He has worked for a number of 
companies, including Tanganyika 
Farm as a sales manager, Hi-tech 
Agrovet as a general manager, and 
Hope Channel Zambia as a pho-
tographer.

Kafwimbi Namutowe

NAKONDE Central constitu-
ency parliamentary candidate Kaf-
wimbi Lunda Namutowe says she 
joined the Socialist Party “because 
it promotes mass governance 
through justice, equity and peace 
and encourages the young, women 
and people living with disabilities 
to participate in leadership and 
decision-making processes”.

She went to primary school in 
Chama and Copperbelt, Chinsali, 
followed by secondary school at 

Nakonde,  and  has  a  certificate  in 
psychosocial counselling.

Namutowe has worked as a 
teacher in Morogoro, Tanzania, 
with the International Institute of 
Democracy  and  Conflict  Resolu-
tion, and also with the Southern 
Cross Trade Border Association 
coordinating Muchinga province. 
She is currently working as a psy-
chosocial counsellor at Nakonde 
Urban Clinic focusing on gender-
based violence issues.

She says agriculture, education, 
employment, and early marriages 
are just some of the issues that need 
addressing in her constituency.

“We are going to diversify ag-
riculture, not limited to maize, 
but to include the production of 
soybeans, millet, sorghum and hot 
culture,  such  as  fish  and  animal 
farming. By so doing, we are go-
ing to open people’s minds to other 
sources of income by selling the 
produce to East Africa,” she said.

“We have many pressing is-
sues with education. For example, 
during the enrolment of children, 
there are a lot of demands that dis-
advantage the less privileged. The 
long distances have caused many 
girls to drop out of school because 
of teen pregnancies and early mar-
riages as they do weekly boarding. 
Overcrowding of pupils in classes 
has disadvantaged many pupils in 
terms of teacher monitoring and 
quality education. 

“There are no jobs in this area 
as Zambia is largely de-industri-
alised. Nakonde constituency is a 
semi-arid area where people prefer 
to farm as there are no industries 
and companies.

“The Socialist Party will em-
bark on a huge industrialisation 
programme to create cooperatives, 
industries and jobs in its three key 
sectors; agriculture, health and 
education.”

Namutowe says Nakonde has 
what it takes to develop. “How-
ever, we need a visionary leader 
who will work with the people to 
achieve a better Zambia.” adding 
that residents “have tried men, but 
should now trust a woman”.

Aggephrey Brill

Bernard Chishimba

Mukupa Mwenya Merra Mwansa Andrew Kalonde Andrew Kalulu

George Ching’andu Bwime ChingumbeKafwimbi Namutowe Joseph Mpundu



GLOBAL VIEW 

CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis out-
side the country is produced by 
mainstream media from the glob-
al north. To provide access to 
Chinese perspectives, the Dong 
Feng Collective – researchers 
from various countries – offers a 
China digest of news. This is an 
edited selection.

Digital yuan pays off
CHINA’s central bank  has taken  
a major step towards the launch of 
digital yuan. After successful do-
mestic trials, the Digital Currency 
Electronic Payment (DCEP) system 
will  turn China  into  the first major 
economy with a digital currency, 
strategic to internationalising the 
yuan, reducing dollar dependency 
and combating money laundering .     

Nikkei Asia

EU trade up in 2020
CHINA surpassed the US to become 
EU’s largest trading partner in 2020
Chinese exports (US$463 billion) 
grew 5.6% year-on-year and imports 
(US$245 billion) by 2.2%, while 
US-EU trade (US$670 billion) fell 
10%, Chinese trade surplus with 
Europeans (US $219 billion) grew 
9.9%.

Global Times

Boost for rural areas
THE government has announced 
a rural revitalisation plan to ensure 
food security and expand achieve-
ments  in fight  against poverty. The 
plan aims to increase agricultural 
self-reliance by creating high-qual-
ity arable land, securing grain pro-
duction and developing seeds with 
advanced technologies.

South China Morning Post

Stay-at-home boom
CHINA’S “stay-at-home” economy 
boomed over the Spring Festival in 
consumer spending, logistics and 
box office takings. Retail and cater-
ing sales surged to US$127 billion 
(+28.7% year-on-year), couriers 
sent 660 million parcels (+260%) 
and e-payments through UnionPay 
bank card processor (US$182.6 bil-
lion)  and  box  office  sales  (US$1.2 
billion) broke records.

Xinhua

Biodegradable plus 
THE biodegradable plastics industry 
is on the rise with one company set 
to nearly triple the global output of 
plant-based polylactic acid (PLA). 
Spurred by China’s plastic waste 
ban and state subsidies, BBCA 
Group is set to expand its PLA pro-
duction by 2023 (from 50,000 to 
700,000 tonnes/year). 

Nikkei Asia

Web smooth as silk 
THE digital Silk Road has expanded 
internet connectivity, linking Africa 
to Europe and Asia with 15,000 km 
fiber  optic  cables. The final  stretch 
being completed in Pakistan delivers 
internet to remote areas, increases 
data transmission speed and security 
in the regions, while circumventing 
reliance on Western and Indian tele-
coms companies.

Nikkei Asia

Current investment 
CHINESE electric car battery pro-
ducers have invested US$5.3 billion 
in German factories, responding to a 
surge in demand. With German state 
subsidies, electric cars accounted 
for 13.5% of total car sales in 2020. 
Currently 90% automated, local 
production, reduces environmental 
costs in shipping and increase re-
newable power sources.

Nikkei Asia

WHO discredits the Wuhan 
COVID conspiracy theory
But the war 
of words 
goes on in 
the press

FOR NEARLY a year, 
the Washington Post has pro-
moted the false claim that 
COVID-19 is a man-made 
virus released from China’s 
Wuhan Institute of Virology.

This campaign went into 
overdrive on February 5, when 
the Post published an edito-
rial embracing the position of the 
Trump State Department that “a 
laboratory accident or leak” rep-
resents a “plausible” explanation 
for the pandemic.

That editorial was published 
under the headline, “We’re still 
missing the origin story of this 
pandemic. China is sitting on the 
answers”. It called on the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) team 
exploring the origins of the virus 
not to discount the Trump adminis-
tration’s claim that COVID-19 was 
a “weaponised” virus that originat-
ed in a Chinese lab.

But the WHO team did exactly 
that, making clear that the “Wuhan 
lab” theory did not meet its eviden-
tiary criteria for further investiga-
tion – a polite way of saying that 
it is a lie.

The WHO’s statements have 
clearly thrown the Post into crisis. 
The newspaper, which regularly 
promotes internet censorship in 
the guise that only “authoritative 
sources” such as itself should be 
accessible to the public, found it-
self exposed and at odds with the 
entire  “authoritative”  scientific 
community.

The Post’s response to the 
WHO’s findings  took  the  form of 
a February 22 editorial titled, “The 
US should reveal its intelligence 
about the Wuhan laboratory”, 
which places the burden on the US 
government to back up the news-
paper’s own assertions about the 
man-made origins of COVID-19.

The Post writes:
When a World Health Organisa-

tion team recently wrapped up its 
initial investigative visit to Wuhan, 
the team leader said the labora-
tory leak scenario was highly un-
likely. However, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said on Feb-
ruary 9 that the Biden administra-
tion would “draw on information 
collected and analysed by our own 
intelligence community to evalu-
ate the report” from the WHO. Mr 
Price emphasised the need for “full 
transparency”.

Full transparency is needed from 
China but also from the United 
States. The intelligence behind Mr 
Pompeo’s statements should be 
declassified, with proper protec-
tion for sources and methods. The 
truth matters, and the United States 
should not hide any relevant evi-
dence.

This seemingly even-handed 
presentation conceals a damning 
admission. It is a tacit acknowledg-
ment that the Post does not possess 
a shred of evidence to back up its 
previous claims that the release of 
the virus is a “plausible” scenario.

In fact, this is as close as possible 
to a climb-down the newspaper 
could make, while still placing the 
universally accepted natural origins 
of the virus at the same level as 
Trump’s conspiracy theory.

The fact is that the Post has been 

caught in a lie. The newspaper in-
sists on claiming the “Wuhan lab” 
theory is a viable explanation for 
the pandemic, even as it asks for 
proof from the US government to 
back up its own claims of a man-
made origin of the virus.

In early to mid-2020, when far-
right  conspiracy  theorists  first  be-
gan circulating claims about the 
man-made origins of the disease, 
they were universally debunked. 
Asked in May, “Do you believe or 
is there evidence that the virus was 
made in the lab in China?”, Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and In-
fectious Diseases Director Anthony 
Fauci declared, “A number of very 
qualified  evolutionary  biologists 
have said that everything about 
the stepwise evolution over time 
strongly indicates that it evolved in 
nature and then jumped species.”

Research
In March, USA Today published 

a fact check of the claim that “the 
coronavirus began in a Chinese 
laboratory.” It concluded, “We rate 
this claim FALSE, based on our 
research.  Overwhelming  scientific 
evidence suggests the coronavirus 
originated in nature, and there is no 
evidence to suggest otherwise.”

In the face of these categorical 
statements, the Post set out to re-
habilitate the “Wuhan lab” narra-

tive. On April 14, Post columnist 
Josh Rogin published an op-ed 
giving the newspaper’s imprimatur 
to the Trump administration’s false 
claims that COVID-19 emerged 
from a laboratory.

Under the headline, “State De-
partment cables warned of safety 
issues at Wuhan lab studying bat 
coronaviruses,” Rogin wrote, “One 
senior  administration  official  told 
me that the cables provide one more 
piece of evidence to support the 
possibility that the pandemic is the 
result of a lab accident in Wuhan.”
He  quoted  the  senior  official  as 

saying, “Right now, the ledger on 
the side of it leaking from the lab is 
packed with bullet points and there’s 
almost nothing on the other side.”

Tellingly, when the full diplo-
matic cable referenced by Rogin 
was released in July, the Post itself 
concluded, “The full cable does 
not strengthen the claim that an 
accident at the lab caused the vi-
rus to escape.” Any reading of the 
cable makes clear it says nothing 
like Rogin’s interpretation. Instead, 
it makes clear that a shortage of 
qualified  staff  had  precluded  the 
lab from operating at full capacity 
and importing highly contagious 
diseases.

The release of the cable did noth-
ing to discourage the Post, and it 
doubled down on its claims, culmi-
nating in the February 5 editorial. 

Andre Damon

After its false assertions have been 
totally exposed before the public, 
the Post cannot make an honest ac-
counting of its own claims, and it 
cannot admit that it was peddling 
lies. Instead, its demand is that the 
US government prove the newspa-
per’s own allegations.

The promotion of the “Wuhan 
lab” conspiracy theory expresses 
the deep crisis of the entire US 
political establishment. Facing 
mounting social opposition at 
home, the US ruling elite desperate-
ly needs to manufacture an external 
enemy. At the same time, the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has accelerated 
the breakdown of American impe-
rialism’s efforts to secure its global 
hegemony, raising the prospect of a 
military solution to China’s rise.

But however much the “Wuhan 
lab” conspiracy theory may be 
necessary for US imperialism, it 
faces one major problem – it is an 
obvious lie from beginning to end, 
staining everyone who promotes it.

In this swamp of lies, conspiracy 
theories and social breakdown, 
one thing is clear. The Washington 
Post stands exposed as a purveyor 
of false and discredited propagan-
da. Its claim to be an “authorita-
tive” source, standing above what 
it calls “fake news” – a term that it 
helped coin to discredit left-wing 
political opposition – is in tatters.

wsws.org

Researchers in a Wuhan lab at the centre of persistent conspiracy theories about the origin of COVID-19 

FACEBOOK has blocked its users from shar-
ing the World Socialist Web Site Perspec-
tive column, “Washington Post’s ‘Wuhan 
Lab’ conspiracy theory stands exposed” (re-
printed above).

The censorship began less than 12 hours af-
ter the article was initially posted. At the time 
Facebook intervened, the article had been 
viewed 1,500 times.

Facebook’s notification said the WSWS 
article was censored because the company 
“doesn’t allow false information that has been 
repeatedly debunked”.

Many readers confirmed that upon at-
tempting to share the article, they received a 
message saying “no one else can see your post” 
because Facebook does not “allow false infor-
mation that has been repeatedly debunked,” 
implying that the article contains “misinfor-
mation about COVID-19”. Absolutely noth-
ing in the WSWS article was wrong, false or 
misleading.

The article was based on the position of 
the World Health Organisation, which has 
excluded investigation of a non-natural origin 

of COVID-19 on the grounds that there is no 
evidence to support the claim.

The WSWS article called attention to the 
backhanded concession by the Washington 
Post in its February 22 editorial, admitting 
that, despite the newspaper’s previous decla-
rations that the man-made origins of the dis-
ease were a “plausible scenario,” no evidence 
had been made public to support the claim, 
and called on the US government to release 
any information it had.

Given that the article is fully in compliance 
with Facebook’s community guidelines, what 
motivated this act of censorship? There are 
two intersecting explanations.

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that there was direct communication be-
tween the Washington Post and Facebook. 
The Post was no doubt angered by the expo-
sure of its embarrassing climb-down. But it is 
not just a matter of Washington Post owner 
Jeff Bezos’ wounded ego.

The WSWS article undermined a narra-
tive that is central to the foreign and domestic 
policy interests of the American ruling class: 

the claim that Beijing is to blame for the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The WSWS statement ex-
posed very clearly, on the basis of an analysis 
of the Washington Post editorial itself, the 
fraudulent character of the Wuhan Lab nar-
rative, a propaganda lie that is central to the 
campaign against China. 

The irony is that the WSWS is being ac-
cused of precisely what we exposed, that is, 
false claims about the origin of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Since 2016, a far-advanced regime of gov-
ernment censorship has been put into place 
in the United States. This censorship pro-
gramme is enforced by corporations like 
Google, Facebook and Twitter. 

Facebook employs tens of thousands of 
people in its content moderation department. 
Speaking at a US Senate hearing in Janu-
ary 2018, Facebook’s counterterrorism head 
Monica Bickert bragged that the company 
had hired tens of thousands of content mod-
erators, many with military, intelligence or 
police backgrounds. The intersection of the 
military/intelligence apparatus and corpora-

tions is so complete that it is impossible to tell 
where one begins and the other ends. As Face-
book’s censorship demonstrates, action is to 
be taken not only against those who publish 
the material, but also those who read and dis-
tribute it.

The most critical issue is to mobilise sup-
port in the working class, which, in the final 
analysis, is the central target of the attack. 
Access to information about COVID-19 is a 
matter of life and death. The working class 
needs to know the truth so it can arm itself in 
defense of workers’ lives.

The exposure of military propaganda is 
likewise a life-and-death issue. The US war in 
Iraq, which led to the deaths of more than one 
million people, was justified and prepared on 
the basis of lies. A war with China would have 
vastly more catastrophic consequences.

Facebook’s decision to censor the WSWS 
article debunking Washington’s false narra-
tive on the origins of COVID-19 is a warning 
of just how far-reaching these war prepara-
tions are.

wsws.org (edited)

Facebook censorship ‘shows reach of US propaganda’ 
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There is often talk
of human rights, 

but it is also necessary 
to talk of the rights of 
humanity. Why should 
some people walk 
barefoot, so that oth-
ers can travel in luxuri-
ous cars? Why should 
some live for 35 
years, so that others 
can live for 70 years? 
Why should some be 
miserably poor, so that 
others can be hugely 
rich? I speak on behalf 
of the children in the 
world who do not have 
a piece of bread. I 
speak on the behalf 
of the sick who have 
no medicine, of those 
whose rights to life 
and human dignity 
have been denied.

Fidel Castro

Socialism is about
decent shelter for 

those who are home-
less. It is about water 
for those who have no 
safe drinking water. It 
is about healthcare, 
it is about a life of 
dignity for the old. It is 
about overcoming the 
huge divide between 
urban and rural areas. 
It is about a decent 
education for all our 
people. Socialism is 
about rolling back the 
tyranny of the market. 
As long as the econo-
my is dominated by an 
unelected, privileged 
few, the case for so-
cialism will exist.

Chris Hani

WISE
WORDS
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‘

Wealth, lawfare and lies: 
the weapons of the right
Dirty tricks in the US proxy war against China and socialism 

IN 2019, 613 million Indians 
voted to appoint their repre-
sentatives to the Indian parlia-
ment (Lok Sabha).

During the election cam-
paign, the political parties  
spent Rs60,000 crores (approx 
US$8 billion), 45 percent of 
which was spent by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), the governing 
party; the BJP won 37 percent of 
the vote, which translated into 
303 of the 545 seats in the Lok 
Sabha.

A year later, a massive US$14 
billion was spent on the US presi-
dential and congressional elections, 
with the winning Democrat Party 
dominating the spending.

These are massive amounts of 
money, whose grip on the demo-
cratic process is quite clear by now. 
Is it possible to talk about “democ-
racy” without being candid about 
the erosion of the democratic spirit 
by this avalanche of money?
Money  floods  the  system,  eats 

into the loyalties of politicians, cor-
rupts the institutions of civil soci-
ety, and shapes the narratives of the 
media.

It matters that the dominant 
classes in our world own the main 
communications outlets and that 
these outlets shape the way people 
decipher the world around us.

Although the United Nations’ 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights  affirms  that  “Everyone has 
the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression” (Article 19), the 
plain fact is that the concentration 
of the media in the hands of a few 
corporate entities circumscribes 
the freedom to “impart informa-
tion and ideas through any media”. 
For this reason, Reporters Without 
Borders has an ongoing Media 
Ownership Monitor that traces the 
consolidation of the media held 
by corporate power, which in turn 
drives a political agenda within ex-
isting systems of government.

Aijaz Ahmad, Senior Fellow at 
Tricontinental: Institute for Social 
Research, argues that extreme right 
political projects find it possible to 
drive their agenda through demo-
cratic institutions since the political 
structures in these countries – from 
the United States to India – have 
seen a considerable erosion of their 
democratic content.

As Ahmad explains, the ex-
treme right in countries such as the 
United States and India does not 
challenge the constitutional, lib-
eral democratic form, but garrottes 
formal institutions by transforming 
society “in all domains of culture, 
religion, and civilisation”.

In Latin America, the extreme 
right has used every weapon to 
delegitimise its adversaries, in-
cluding using perfectly good laws 
against corruption in a malicious 
way to target leaders of the left. 
This is a strategy called “lawfare”, 
where the law is used – often with-
out evidence – to oust democrati-
cally-elected leaders of the left or 
prevent them from running for of-
fice.

Lawfare was used to remove 
Honduran president José Manuel 

Zelaya in 2009, Paraguayan presi-
dent Fernando Lugo in 2012, and 
Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff 
in 2016; these leaders were all vic-
tims of judicial coup d’états.

Brazil’s former president Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva was denied the 
right to run for the presidency in 
2018 by a lawsuit of no merit what-
soever amidst predictions in all 
polls that he would win.

Argentina’s former president 
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner 
faced a series of cases beginning 
in 2016, all of which prevented her 
from running again in 2019 (she is 
now the vice president, a testament 
to her popularity in the country).

In Ecuador, the oligarchy used 
the techniques of the guerra jurídi-
ca (legal war) to delegitimise the 
entire left, especially former presi-
dent Rafael Correa (2007-2017). 
Correa was accused of bribery, 
with the bizarre notion of “psychic 
influence” (influjo psíquico) at  the 
root of the case. He was handed 
down an eight-year sentence which 
prevented him from running for of-
fice in Ecuador.

Why was Correa anathema to 
both Ecuador’s dominant class and 
to the United States? The Citizens’ 
Revolution that Correa led passed 
a progressive constitution in 2008, 
which put the principle of “good 
living” (buen vivir in Spanish 
and sumak kawsay in Quechua) at 
its heart. Government investment 
to strengthen social and economic 
rights came alongside a crack-
down on corporate – including 
multinational – corruption. Oil 
revenue was not parked in foreign 

banks, but used to invest in educa-
tion, healthcare, roads, and other 
basic infrastructure. From Ecua-
dor’s population of 17 million, 
nearly two million people were 
lifted out of poverty in the Correa 
years.

Correa’s government was an ab-
erration to the multinational firms – 
such as the US-based oil company 
Chevron – and to the Ecuadorian 
oligarchy. Chevron’s danger-
ous case for compensation against 
Ecuador, brought forward before 
Correa took office, was nonetheless 
fiercely  resisted  by  Correa’s  gov-
ernment. The Dirty Hand (Mano 
Negra) campaign put enormous in-
ternational pressure against Chev-
ron, which worked closely with the 
US embassy in Quito and the US 
government to undermine Correa 
and his campaign against the oil 
giant.

Austerity

Not only did they want Correa 
out, but they wanted all the leftists 
– called Correistas – out as well.

Lenín Moreno, who was once 
close to Correa, ascended to the 
presidency in 2017, switched sides, 
became the main instrument for 
fragmenting the Ecuadorian left, 
and delivered Ecuador back to 
its elites and to the United States. 
Moreno’s government gutted the 
public sector by defunding edu-
cation and healthcare, withdraw-
ing labour and housing rights, 
attempting to sell off Ecuador’s 
refinery,  and  deregulating  parts  of 
the financial system. Collapsed oil 

prices that led to cuts in oil sub-
sidies, a hefty loan from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund at the 
cost of austerity measures, and 
mismanagement of the pandemic 
battered Moreno’s legitimacy. A 
consequence of these policies has 
been Ecuador’s appalling response 
to the pandemic, which includes 
accusations of the deliberate un-
dercounting of as many as 20,000 
COVID-19 deaths.

To ingratiate himself to the 
United States, Moreno eject-
ed WikiLeaks founder Julian As-
sange from Ecuador’s London 
embassy, arrested computer pro-
grammer and privacy activist Ola 
Bini on a concocted case, and 
launched a frontal attack against 
the Correistas.

The political organisation of the 
Correistas was broken up, its lead-
ers arrested, and any attempt to 
regroup for elections denied. Once 
such as example is the Social Com-
promise Force or Fuerza Compro-
miso Social platform, which the 
Correistas used to run for local 
elections in 2019; this platform was 
then banned in 2020.

A February 2018 referendum 
was barrelled through the country, 
allowing the government to destroy 
the democratic structures of the Na-
tional Electoral Council (CNE), the 
Constitutional Court, the Supreme 
Court, the Judiciary Council, the 
attorney general, the comptroller 
general, and others. Democracy 
was hollowed out.

A month before the 7 February 
2021 presidential election, it ap-
peared clear that in a fair election 

the candidate of the left, Andrés 
Arauz Galarza, would prevail. A 
range of pollsters suggested that 
Arauz  would  win  in  the  first 
round with over the threshold of 
40%. Arauz (age 35) is an attrac-
tive candidate with not a whiff 
of corruption or incompetence 
around him for his decade of ser-
vice in the Central Bank and as a 
minister in the last two turbulent 
years of Correa’s government. 
When  Correa  left  office,  Arauz 
went to Mexico to pursue a PhD 
at the National Autonomous Uni-
versity of Mexico (UNAM). The 
oligarchy has used every means 
to block his victory.

On January 14, the US Interna-
tional Development Finance Cor-
poration (DFC) provided Ecua-
dor with a loan of US$2.8 billion 
to be used to pay off Ecuador’s 
debt to China and to ensure that 
Ecuador pledge to break commer-
cial ties with the country. Know-
ing that Arauz might win, the US 
and the oligarchy of Ecuador de-
cided to tie the Andean country to 
an arrangement that could suffo-
cate any progressive government.

Formed in 2018, the DFC de-
veloped a project called América 
Crece or “Growth in the Ameri-
cas”, whose entire policy frame-
work aimed to edge out Chinese 
business from the American 
hemisphere. Quito has since 
signed up for Washington’s 
“Clean Network”, a US State 
Department project to force coun-
tries to build telecommunications 
networks without a Chinese tele-
com provider involved in them. 
This particularly applies to the 
high-speed  fifth  generation  (5G) 
networks. Ecuador joined the 
Clean Network in November 
2020, which opened the door for 
the DFC loan.

Correa drew in US$5 billion 
from Chinese banks to enhance 
Ecuador’s infrastructure (particu-
larly for the construction of hy-
droelectric dams); Ecuador’s to-
tal external debt is US$52 billion.

Moreno and the United States 
have painted the Chinese funds 
as a “debt trap”, although there 
is no evidence that the Chinese 
banks have been anything but ac-
commodating. Over the last six 
months of 2020, Chinese banks 
have been willing to put loan pay-
ments on hold until 2022 (this in-
cludes a delay on the repayment 
of the US$474 million loan to the 
Export-Import Bank of China and 
the US$417 million loan to the 
China Development Bank).

Ecuador’s Finance Ministry 
says that, for now, the plan is for 
repayment to start in March 2022 
and to end by 2029. Moreno took 
to Twitter to announce these two 
delays. There were no aggressive 
measures taken by the two banks 
nor  any  other  Chinese  financial 
entity.

Essentially, the DFC loan at-
tempts to sabotage an Arauz pres-
idency. This US-imposed conflict 
against China in Latin America is 
part of a broader assault. 

 Despite the hollowing out of 
democracy, elections remain one 
front in the political contest, and 
in  that  contest,  the  left  fights  to 
summon a democratic spirit.

Tricontinental

Vijay Prashad

ABOVE: Emiliano di Gulnara Kasmalieva and Murat Djumaliev (Kyrgyzstan), Shadows, 1999.
BELOW: Cavalcanti (Brazil), Sonhos do carnaval (Dreams of Carnaval), 1955.
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COVID-19 
policies 
are ‘social
murder’
BMJ says thousands  
of lives lost ‘cannot be
ignored or spun away’
Andre Damon

THE BMJ recently published 
an editorial accusing the 
world’s governments of “so-
cial murder” in their collec-
tive response to the pandemic.

The BMJ – formerly the Brit-
ish Medical Journal – is one of 
the world’s oldest and most 
prestigious medical periodi-
cals, with a publication history 
going back to 1840. Its edito-
rial, “COVID-19: social mur-
der, they wrote – elected, unac-
countable, and unrepentant”, is 
signed by executive editor Ka-
mran Abbasi.

It is a devastating indictment of 
policies implemented over the past 
year that have led to the deaths of 
more than two million people.

“Murder,” the editorial begins, 
“is an emotive word. In law, it re-
quires premeditation. Death must 
be deemed to be unlawful. How 
could ‘murder’ apply to failures of 
a pandemic response?” The BMJ 
then goes on to argue that the term 
is entirely appropriate.

When politicians and experts say 
they are willing to allow tens of 
thousands of premature deaths for 
the sake of population immunity 
or in the hope of propping up the 
economy, is that not premeditated 
and reckless indifference to human 
life?

If policy failures lead to recur-
rent and mistimed lockdowns, who 
is responsible for the resulting non-
COVID excess deaths?

When politicians willfully ne-
glect scientific advice, international 
and historical experience, and their 
own alarming statistics and mod-
elling because to act goes against 
their political strategy, is that law-
ful? Is inaction, action?

“At the very least,” the BMJ 
writes, “COVID-19 might be clas-
sified  as  ‘social  murder’,”  point-
ing to the use of the term by the 
socialist leader Friedrich Engels in 
“describing the political and social 
power held by the ruling elite over 
the working classes in 19th century 
England”.

The editorial savages the lying 
justifications  of  capitalist  politi-
cians, who “say they have done 
all they can or that the pandemic 
was uncharted territory; there was 
no playbook. None of these are 
true. They are self-serving political 
lies from the ‘gaslighters in chief’ 
around the globe.”

The characterisation by the BMJ 

of the response to the pandemic 
is entirely accurate. Around the 
world, politicians deliberately and 
knowingly handicapped govern-
ment responses to the pandemic, 
often claiming that the mass infec-
tion of the population was desirable 
– in a policy dubbed “herd immu-
nity”.

“It’s not possible to stop every-
one getting it, and it’s also not de-
sirable because you want some im-
munity in the population,” declared 
Sir Patrick Vallance, the chief sci-
entific adviser to the Boris Johnson 
government in the UK.

In Sweden, state epidemiolo-
gist Anders Tegnell demanded that 
schools remain open to further 
spread the disease, declaring, “One 
point might speak for keeping 
schools open in order to reach herd 
immunity more quickly.”

Threat
In the United States, then US 

President Donald Trump demanded 
that his government “slow the test-
ing down”, in order to conceal the 
scale of the disease from the popu-
lation throughout 2020. “I wanted 
to always play it down,” Trump 
told journalist Bob Woodward in 
March.

Not only Trump, but members 
of Congress in both political par-
ties were fully briefed on the mas-
sive threat posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, but they refused to alert 
the public, encouraging the popula-

tion to travel, go to restaurants, and 
send their children to school.

The policies of governments 
have been dictated by one over-
riding priority: no measures could 
be taken to stop the spread of the 
virus that impinged on the interests 
of the financial oligarchy. The slo-
gan, “the cure can’t be worse than 
the  disease”,  first  coined  by  New 
York Times columnist Thomas 
Friedman, meant in practice that 
the necessary measures to stop the 
virus – including the shutdown of 
non-essential production, with full 
income to all workers – were unac-
ceptable to the ruling class.

These social interests dictated 
not only the initial cover-up of the 
pandemic, but also the premature 
reopening of schools and work-
places, which helped fuel a mas-
sive resurgence that has taken the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people since the lifting of partial 
lockdowns in the spring.

In its most damning passage, the 
BMJ concludes, “The ‘social mur-
der’ of populations is more than a 
relic of a bygone age. It is very real 
today,  exposed  and  magnified  by 
COVID-19. It cannot be ignored or 
spun away. Politicians must be held 
to account by legal and electoral 
means, indeed by any national and 
international constitutional means 
necessary.”

What conclusions follow from 
the sober assessment provided by 
the BMJ? The journal argues force-

fully for accountability, but how is 
this accountability to be achieved? 
The editorial calls for the public to 
“vote out elected leaders and gov-
ernments that avoid accountability 
and remain unrepentant”, adding 
that “the US showed that a political 
reckoning is possible”.

This is a reference to the 2020 
US political election, in which 
voters overwhelmingly rejected 
Donald Trump, the world’s lead-
ing advocate of “herd immunity”, 
handing the Democratic Party not 
only the White House, but control 
of both houses of Congress.

But more than two weeks af-
ter Inauguration Day, Biden made 
clear that his administration would 
continue the policies of its prede-
cessor. Since Inauguration Day, 
Michigan, Illinois and New York 
have all lifted restrictions on indoor 
dining, and schools are rushing to 

reopen in every state where they 
remain remote. The centerpiece 
of this policy is the drive to force 
23,000 Chicago educators back on 
the job, which is supported by all 
sections of the political establish-
ment.

The effort by millions of people 
to repudiate the policy of “social 
murder” through the ballot box has 
been a failure. As for the courts, to 
which the BMJ also appeals, they 
have repeatedly struck down the 
most rudimentary measures to con-
tain the pandemic. In other words, 
none of the institutions of the capi-
talist state are capable of changing 
a pandemic policy rooted in the 
most fundamental social interests 
of the capitalist class.

Violence
Just as the policies of “herd im-

munity” or, as the BMJ puts it, “so-
cial murder”, are rooted in the class 
interests  of  the  financial  elite,  so, 
too, the opposition to these policies 
must express the interests of anoth-
er social force, the working class.

As the BMJ notes, the term “so-
cial murder” was coined by En-
gels in his 1845 masterpiece, The 
Conditions of the Working Class 
in England, one of the early works 
of Marx and Engels as they formu-
lated the theory of scientific social-
ism. Engels wrote: “When society 
places hundreds of proletarians in 
such a position that they inevita-
bly meet a too early and unnatural 

death, one which is quite as much 
a death by violence as that by the 
sword or bullet; when it deprives 
thousands of the necessaries of 
life, places them under conditions 
in which they cannot live – forces 
them, through the strong arm of the 
law, to remain in such conditions 
until that death ensues which is the 
inevitable consequence – knows 
that these thousands of victims 
must perish, and yet permits these 
conditions to remain, its deed is 
murder just as surely as the deed of 
the single individual.”

Three years later, Marx and 
Engels published the Commu-
nist Manifesto, which formulated 
the definitive response to the ruling 
class’s acts of “social murder”: The 
aim of this [proletarian] movement, 
they wrote, must be the overthrow 
of capitalist property relations and 
the expropriation of the ruling class 
through socialist revolution.

What was true then is even more 
true now. The interests of all soci-
ety – expressed in the demand for 
emergency measures to contain the 
pandemic through lockdowns with 
full economic compensation – are 
represented nowhere but in the 
movement of the working class.

This movement will not only 
take the necessary measures to save 
human  lives  and  finally  tame  the 
pandemic, but see to it that the pol-
iticians and corporate executives 
guilty of social murder are brought 
to justice.

wsws.org

David North health crisis would evolve inevitably into a 
global social and political crisis. Medical mea-
sures alone would not bring the pandemic un-
der control.

Rather, the struggle to contain the pandemic 
would develop into a class struggle, as it be-
came increasingly clear that the major classes 
in society have irreconcilably opposed inter-
ests. These antagonistic positions find expres-
sion in the conflict between the capitalist and 
socialist programmes.

The positions of the ruling class proceed 
from the defence of capitalist property, the pri-
vate ownership of the means of production and 
the geostrategic interests of the nation state.

The positions of the working class strive 
objectively toward socialism; the ending of 
the  profit  system  and  exploitation  of  labour, 
and  its  replacement  with  the  scientifically 
planned reorganisation of economic life on the 
basis of human needs and the global unifica-
tion of mankind through the abolition of the 
nation-state system.

One year into the crisis, the pandemic has 
starkly revealed the class divide that separates 
the capitalist and socialist programmes.

l The capitalist programme insists that the re-
sponse to the pandemic must prioritise saving 
the  financial  markets  over  saving  lives.  The 
socialist programme insists that the response 
to the pandemic must prioritise saving lives 
over saving the financial markets.
l The capitalist programme asserts that pan-
demic  policy must  be  driven  by  profit  inter-
ests. The socialist programme advocates that 
medical policy must be guided by science.
l The capitalist programme advocates a pro-
gramme of “herd immunity”, allowing the 
virus to spread with as few restrictions as 
possible while vaccinations are produced and 
distributed. The socialist programme calls for 
all measures to impede virus transmission 
until the necessary number of people to stop 
community spread of the virus have been in-
oculated.
l The capitalist programme insists that fac-
tories and other workplaces be kept open for 
business. The socialist programme insists all 
nonessential workplaces be closed down until 
inoculated workers can safely return to their 
jobs.
l The capitalist programme demands schools 

be reopened, falsely claiming that there is lit-
tle risk to students and teachers. The socialist 
programme, based on scientific evidence that 
schools are a major source of virus transmis-
sion, demands that schools remain closed until 
the pandemic has been brought under control.
l The capitalist programme seeks to restrict 
social expenditure aimed at counteracting the 
economic impact of the pandemic on the great 
mass of the people, while demanding that 
central banks provide unlimited support for 
the financial markets  and  large  corporations. 
The socialist programme demands full income 
compensation for workers and small business-
es for the duration of the crisis.
l The capitalist programme promotes a 
policy of vaccination nationalism, restrict-
ing and opposing equitable distribution of 
vaccines throughout the world. The socialist 
programme, recognising that the coronavirus 
can be eradicated only through a scientifically 
directed international strategy, calls for a glob-
ally coordinated inoculation programme.

The time has come for all those who support 
the socialist programme to become actively 
engaged in the struggle for its realisation.

wsws.org

IT IS more than a year since the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) declared 
that the outbreak of COVID-19 consti-
tuted a public health emergency of inter-
national concern.

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus issued a statement accompany-
ing the declaration noting that 98 cases had 
been reported in 18 countries outside of China.

“Although these numbers are still relatively 
small compared to the number of cases in Chi-
na,” he said, “we must all act together now to 
limit further spread.”

One year later, the total number of cases has 
passed 100 million. The total number of deaths 
has exceeded 2,225,000. The daily death toll is 
now the highest it has ever been.

The International Committee of the Fourth 
International, at the earliest stages of the crisis, 
identified  the pandemic  as  a  “trigger  event”, 
comparable with World War I, that would 
intensify and accelerate the profound contra-
dictions of the global capitalist system. The 

Battle to contain the virus is a class struggle

Doctors and nurses protest over COVID policies in Downing Street, London, United Kingdom

When politicians
wilfully neglect 

scientific advice, 
international and 
historic experience, 
and their own 
alarming statistics and 
modelling because to 
act goes against their 
political strategy, is 
that lawful? 

‘
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The three apartheids that cause 
profits to be put before people
Capitalist elite exploits 
debts, food, vaccines  
during the pandemic
Vijay Prashad

IN THE early months after 
the World Health Organisa-
tion announced the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the Indian nov-
elist Arundhati Roy wrote of 
her hope that the situation 
would lead to a “portal, a 
gateway between one world 
and the next”.

She hoped, in other words, 
that the world would recog-
nise its grave problems, exac-
erbated by the pandemic, and 
that there would be an opening 
towards a reorganisation of the 
social structures. But nothing 
like that is possible unless the 
class character of the states in 
the majority of the world is 
transformed.

Mere recognition of the problem 
will not result in any epiphany in 
places such as the United States, 
Europe, and the larger states of 
the developing world such as Bra-
zil and India. In fact, the evidence 
over the course of this past year 
has been the reverse: the dominant 
classes in these countries choose 
to use public money to bail out the 
crisis-ridden and anti-people capi-
talist system, rather than to trans-
form the system to put the interests 
of the majority of the people be-
fore the profits of the minority.

A recent report from Oxfam 
shows us that the “world’s ten rich-
est men have seen their combined 
wealth increase by half a trillion 
dollars since the pandemic began 
– more than enough to pay for a 
COVID-19 vaccine for everyone 
and to ensure no one is pushed into 
poverty by the pandemic”.

Rather than use that money for 
the vaccine and for poverty eradi-
cation, the money goes into illicit 
tax  havens  and  inflated  bank  ac-
counts. Vaccine nationalism and 
increased starvation define capital-
ist society.

Meanwhile, in China, the social-
ist project has abolished absolute 
poverty during the pandemic. In 
November 2020, the authorities 
in Guizhou Province in southwest 
China announced that the last nine 
impoverished counties were re-
moved from the poverty list, which 
means that all 832 poor counties in 
the country have now been lifted 
out of poverty.

In seven years, the policies in 
China allowed 80 million people 
(roughly the entire population of 
Germany) to depart from poverty; 
in total,

around 850 million Chinese 
people have lifted themselves out 
of poverty in the decades since the 
1949 Revolution.

There have been three metrics 
for  this  transformation:  first,  that 
every Chinese family would no 
longer be below the rural poverty 
line; second, that the communist 
project would end the “two wor-

ries” of hunger and clothing; third, 
that the Chinese state would ensure 
the “three guarantees” of educa-
tion, health care, and housing. All 
of this occurred during the pan-
demic.

No question that the socialist 
project, developed largely in poor 
countries, is far superior to the cap-
italist project, which has remained 
crisis-ridden despite the wealth of 
their countries.
To provide only one figure to il-

lustrate the disastrous nature of this 
system, the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) calculates that 
the total labour income lost aver-
aged  10.7  percent  during  the  first 
three quarters of 2020, which rep-
resents US$3.5 trillion in lost la-
bour income (about 5.5 percent of 
global output in 2019). What this 
means is that the working class in 
the capitalist states has lost its abil-
ity to pay to take care of the two 
worries (hunger and clothing) and 
the three guarantees (education, 
healthcare, and housing), all of 
which are typically privatised.

Due to the weakness of the so-
cialist states and the global social-
ist movement, the advantages of 
that project are denigrated in an 
intensified  information  war  and 
its logic of putting people before 
profit has not been able to drive a 
global policy orientation. Instead, 
the  present moment  is  defined  by 
three apartheids.

Plunder
Money Apartheid. The external 
debt of developing countries is 
higher than US$11 trillion, with 
projections that debt-servicing 
payments will amount to nearly 
US$4 trillion by the end of this 
calendar year. Last year, sixty-four 
countries spent more on debt ser-
vicing than on health care.

There was modest talk about 
debt-service suspension, with 
some small assistance from vari-
ous multilateral agencies. This 
talk of debt suspension comes 
alongside the IMF injunction for 
states to borrow more money since 
interest rates are low; rather than 
lend more, why not simply cancel 
the total external debt and – at the 
same time – incorporate the at least 
US$37 trillion that sits in illicit tax 
havens?

The word that is often used to 
define  debt  cancellation  is  “for-
giveness”. However, there is noth-
ing to forgive, since this debt is a 
consequence of a long history of 
colonial theft and plunder. Richer 
countries are able to borrow at low 
to zero rates of interest, while the 
developing world is charged usuri-
ous rates and has odious debts to 
pay off with precious funds that 
should be going toward breaking 
the chain of COVID-19 infection.
Medical Apartheid. The WHO’s 
Director General, Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, said recently that the 
world is on the brink of a “cata-
strophic moral failure”. He was re-
ferring to the vaccine nationalism 

and vaccine hoarding that mark 
the capitalist project. States in the 
North Atlantic (Canada, the Unit-
ed States, the United Kingdom, 
and many European states) have 
shrugged aside the call from India 
and South Africa to suspend intel-
lectual property rules regarding the 
vaccine.

These Northern states have un-
derfunded the COVAX project, 
which, as a result, is at a high risk 
of failure, with growing expecta-
tions that many people in develop-
ing countries will not see a vaccine 
before 2024, and they have hoard-
ed vaccines, with Canada building 
up  reserves  of  five  vaccines  per 
Canadian, drawing these vaccines 
from the COVAX.

There is a great divide between 
this kind of vaccine nationalism 
and the socialist internationalism 
on display from Cuban and Chi-
nese doctors. This is why it is es-
sential to support the campaign for 
Cuba’s Henry Reeve International 
Medical Brigade to be given the 
Nobel Peace Prize for 2021).
Food Apartheid. World hunger, 
which had declined from 2005 to 
2014, has begun to rise since then 
(this was despite the fact that Chi-
na had eradicated hunger in this 
period). World hunger is now at 
2010 levels. The UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)’s 

2020 report on food insecurity 
shows that the number of those 
who are hungry will exceed 840 
million by 2030. But this projec-
tion is low.

The reduction of the quantity 
and quality of food available to 
people has impacted two billion 
people (26 percent of the global 
population); this large sector of the 
population has “experienced hun-
ger” and had no “regular access 
to nutritious and sufficient food in 
2019”. This data is from 2019, be-
fore the pandemic. The UN’s 
World Food Programme proj-
ects that the number of those who 
are hungry could double before the 
pandemic is contained.

As this hunger pandemic esca-
lates, logic suggests that policies 
would bend to assist farmers and 
agricultural workers so that they 
can produce the kind of good qual-
ity food needed in the time of the 
pandemic. Subsidy regimes should 
have been strengthened to enable 
food to be affordable. The IMF 
and the other multilateral agencies, 
however, have shown no signs of 
giving latitude to the developing 
countries to subsidise public food 
distribution systems.

In India, the government of the 
extreme right had longed to break 
down the subsidy-price support 
system, which it did, provoking a 

long-running farmer’s revolt; the 
outcome of the revolt threatens to 
produce a new political reality in 
India.

Behind the harsh policy to cut 
subsidies in places like India lies 
a great hypocrisy, the essence of 
food apartheid: the United States 
has spent US$1.7 trillion over the 
past 20 years to subsidise its farm-
ers, mostly  corporate firms, while 
the European Union spends US$65 
billion per year to subsidise its 
farmers. What is good for the 
North Atlantic goose is not good 
for the Global South gander.

Stigma

These are the three apartheids 
that structure the world system 
outside of the countries that are 
committed to a socialist project, 
who, meanwhile, face threats of 
military assault and ongoing hy-
brid war technologies (such as in-
formation war, economic war, and 
diplomatic war). The countries of 
the North Atlantic pursue a policy 
of confrontation rather than coop-
eration, driving a view of the world 
crafted around stigma rather than 
solidarity.

The pandemic could be a portal, 
but not because its outcome will 
automatically open the eyes of the 
elites. They are funnelling money 

towards shoring up banks and 
making sure demand does not flat-
ten. That is their motivation. They 
are not going to cancel debt, pro-
duce a people’s vaccine, or ensure 
that food systems are robust with 
farmers and agricultural workers 
in charge; they are not going to 
undo the apartheid structures by 
themselves.

The negative impact of the pan-
demic on workers and peasants in 
the Global South, in particular, has 
a  tendency  to deepen wage defla-
tion that strengthens the bargain-
ing power of the multinational cor-
porations; as incomes and wages 
deflate, and as social wages lessen, 
firms  are  able  to  command  lower 
wages from the workers. But this 
deterioration of living conditions 
that goes beyond the limits of en-
durance is met with ferocious re-
sistance.

The Indian agricultural work-
ers’ and farmers’ revolt, the Ke-
nyan and Peruvian health workers’ 
strike, the general protests of the 
people in Haiti and Tunisia, the 
struggles against the utter failure 
of the government to tackle the 
pandemic in Brazil, the mass dem-
onstrations for the legalisation of 
abortion in Argentina: these are 
the contours of the uprisings of the 
people, what G.W.F Hegel called 
“the seriousness, the suffering, 
the patience, and the labour of the 
negative” in Phenomenology of 
Spirit (1807).

It is this “labour of the nega-
tive”, these struggles that are held 
up by organisations, these move-
ments  that  are  building  the  confi-
dence and power of the working 
class and peasantry, that would be 
able to drive an agenda forward. 
They build the road by walking.

The elite is not capable of solv-
ing the ordinary problems created 
by the normal crisis of capitalism. 
They are certainly not capable of 
solving the extraordinary problems 
posed by the pandemic.

That’s where movements come 
in. They drive an agenda to create 
the portal out of this pandemic, 
certainly, but – beyond that – out 
of the wretchedness of capitalism.

Tricontinental

ABOVE: Antonio Berni (Argentina), Desocupados (Unemployed), 1934. BELOW: Monsengo Shula (Democratic Republic of the Congo), 
La révolution numérique (Digital Revolution), 2016
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