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JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

The 2021  
elections 
give us a 
chance to 
change 
everything 
and build a 
more just 
and caring 
society 

FRED M’MEMBE,
incoming president, 
offers #realchange with 
the Socialist Party’s 
policies based on jus-
tice, equity and peace. 
Manifesto download  
details and info about 
how to join the party
are on our back page 
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We need a 
politics of 
values, not 
pangas and 
violence

Jobs,
jobs,
jobs!
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THE SOCIALIST Party will 
create employment once vot-
ed into power with a job-cre-
ation strategy centred around 
the three pillars of its social 
and political programme; 
education, health and peasant 
agriculture.

Party president Fred 
M’membe says that under the 
Socialist Party government, 
schools will not be run the way 
they are at the moment.

“We will provide free education 
from nursery at the age of three all 
the way to university, and it will 
be compulsory up to grade 12,” he 
said.

“Education will be a major un-
dertaking in this country and will 
be allocated not less than 25 per 
cent of the national budget.

“Under this programme, teach-

ers will not be left to manage and 
run schools on their own. In or-
der to have an effective, efficient, 
and orderly system, the running of 
schools will include other profes-
sionals and a broad spectrum of 
workers, such as human resources 
personnel, information technology 
experts, accountants, marketing 
personnel, cleaners, drivers, me-
chanics, gardeners, nurses, clinical 
officers, and catering staff, among 
others.

“Schools, colleges and universi-
ties will need to be supplied with 
all sorts of teaching aids and other 
goods and services, and these will 
be produced in factories by our 
people, meaning that education 
will directly and indirectly be one 
of the biggest employers.”

Dr M’membe said the health 
sector would also be used to create 
a number of jobs.

“By expanding Zambia’s health 
services, both in terms of quantity 
and quality, we will need to em-

Education, health and agriculture will drive employment strategy

A Socialist Party team member trains Sinda farmers how to produce organic fertiliser – see Page 3

Socialist staff reporter

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe spells out party policies

ploy more people. This will entail a 
need for more nurses, clinical offi-
cers, doctors, pharmacists, radiog-
raphers, and many other health and 
general workers.

“In addition, our government 
will prioritise the manufacture 
of some of the medicines we use, 
even under licence. We will also 
need to create factories producing 

health equipment of all sorts. This, 
together with many other functions 
that will be added to health ser-
vices, will create many more jobs.”

Dr M’membe said another sector 
that would be prioritised to create 
employment would be peasant ag-
riculture.

“There’s an urgent need to trans-
form the way peasant agriculture 

is carried out,” he said. “Our plans 
will involve many jobs being cre-
ated in the agricultural sector be-
cause of the transformations we 
will make.

“Transformative peasant agri-
culture under this government will 
need new equipment, that is; appro-
priate ploughs, planters, harvesters 
and other necessities. To produce 
these, we will need to set up fac-
tories all over the country employ-
ing engineers and their techni-
cians, human resources experts, 
accountants, IT experts, marketing 
and sales staff, drivers, mechan-
ics, nurses and clinical officers to 
ran staff clinics, as well as catering 
people to manage the staff cafete-
rias, and so on.

“Of course, our reality, as it 
stands today, is that we may not 
have all the engineering expertise 
required to set up and run these 
factories. We may have to rely on 
expatriate skills while we train our 

l Turn to Page 3
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Hiring of 
Highgate 
over debts 
‘shameful’
Vulture-like cartel preys 
on clueless governments

THE HIRING of Highgate 
Advisory Ltd to advise on 
debt restructuring and re-
lated communication with 
all creditors and stakeholders 
is “shameful, a waste of the 
taxpayers’ money and symp-
tomatic of the clueless Patri-
otic Front government”, the 
Socialist Party says.

The Socialist Party already 
criticised the “unnecessary” 
US$5 million hire of the French 
Company, Lazard Freres, in 
May last year to provide advi-
sory services regarding liability 
management for Zambia’s debt 
portfolio.

“Our party had consistently giv-
en GRZ free advice on debt restruc-
turing,” SP general secretary Cos-
mas Musumali said in a statement.

Parasitic
“We warned of the immense 

hardships the masses of our people 
were going to face, as well as the 
damage to the international repu-
tation of our country if no urgent 
action was taken. In the typical ar-
rogance and parasitic behaviour of 
the PF government, this advice fell 
on deaf ears.”

He said the Socialist Party 
viewed the hiring of foreign com-
panies for debt restructuring ser-
vices as corrupt, wasteful and ret-
rogressive.

“Senior Officers in the Ministry 
of Finance and the Bank of Zambia 
have over the past 10 years pro-
vided valuable options on how debt 

sustainability could be achieved,” 
Dr Musumali said.

“Several workshops have been 
held, study tours conducted, econo-
metric models developed and a 
policy framework suggested. How-
ever, all these efforts were thrown 
away and rubbished because the PF 
leadership did not want a system-
atic structure and process for debt 
management.

“Transparency and accountabil-
ity were never top priorities. This is 
a government that thrives on chaos 
and disorganisation. It deliberately 
creates conditions under which 
debt contraction could allow high-
level corruption. 

“Today, GBP333,403.54 from 
the taxpayer is going to be spent 
senselessly on Highgate Advisory 
Ltd! This company is by all stan-
dards a briefcase one and whose 
owner has a questionable back-
ground.

“The picture emerging is that 
we have a cartel of former French 
graduates, who went through the 
corrupt, elitist Grande Ecole uni-
versity system, worked in the fi-
nance and prime ministers’ offices, 
then went on to work for a number 
of dubious state actors that found 
themselves in debt traps, such as in 
Greece and Ukraine.

“In vulture-like style, this cartel 
has found out that corrupt, clueless 
governments, whose economies are 
dying under a debt burden, are the 
easiest victims. Such governments 
are ready to dish out millions of 
dollars to any ‘healer’ who prom-
ises success without them being ac-
countable to their citizens. 

“The Socialist Party calls upon 
all people with a heart for this 
country to strongly condemn this 
open theft and wasteful use of pub-
lic resources,” Dr Musumali said.

Socialist staff reporter Residents in Kasenegwa with educational material used in the Socialist Party’s Fred M’membe Literacy Programme classes

Literacy classes protect against swindles
THE SOCIALIST Party in Kasenengwa is 
offering adult literacy classes as part of the 
Fred M’membe Literacy Programme.

Speaking at the launch of the programme 
in the area, Socialist Party Mpunza ward 
aspiring councillor Acklas Phiri said the 
classes would help reduce the risk of 
people being swindled because they could 
not read and write.

 “These classes will reduce the swindling 
in our area, and many people will also be 
able to start following current affairs,” Phiri 
said.

“When people from outside introduce 
projects they use the English language and 

Kelvin Phiri our members end up accepting things they 
don’t know or understand.” He called on the 
teachers to dedicate themselves to the and 
to start teaching elderly people in the area.

“Am appealing to elderly people to come 
in numbers and register to take part in these 
classes as they are very beneficial to our 
community and the country,” he said. 

One of the leaners, Mary Ngoma, has 
commended the Socialist Party’s John 
Zulu for his services in helping to reduce 
illiteracy levels in the two wards.

“My fellow elders, let’s take part in this 
wonderful programme so that no one can 
cheat us into doing things that are not right 
for our families and our future. Let me also 
take this opportunity to say thank you to Dr 
Fred M’membe through our able candidate 

John Zulu and the Socialist Party for an-
swering our prayers.”

Zulu has called on members of the party 
not to stop anyone from attending the 
classes because of political disagreements. 
He said they were there for everyone “re-
gardless of their political affiliation”.

“Let’s all learn, the lessons are free, and 
they are open to everyone regardless of 
their political affiliation. Yes, the programme 
is from the Socialist Party but it’s for the 
community. Together we can eradicate 
illiteracy in Kasenengwa constituency,” he 
said.

He also stressed that no one should be 
told to pay to attend the classes because 
the party had already provided teaching and 
learning materials.

Pikiti: COVID-19 has driven many 
people to live in extreme poverty

LIES from our politicians will 
increase as we approach August 
12, Socialist Party president 
Fred M’membe has warned.

“As they always do during 
election periods, attempts will be 
made to deceive and manipulate 
our people with mealie-meal, salt, 
sugar, cooking oil, soap, chitenges, 
t-shirts and some little amounts 
of money,” he said in a statement 
from his Garden Compound office 
in Lusaka.

“This is the way they try to buy 
votes cheaply. But the Zambian 
people shouldn’t forget Michael 
Sata’s great teaching on this score: 
Don’t Kubeba – take whatever they 
bring, and even ask them for more, 
but don’t vote for them. Don’t let 
them fool you, instead, fool them.

“Remember, liars promise heav-
en but can’t deliver even purgatory. 
For us socialists, we say, ‘the peo-
ple will deliver to themselves jus-
tice, equity and peace’. It’s not any-
one else but yourselves delivering 

to yourselves all these things. What 
you can’t do for yourselves, no one 
will do it for you. Leaders lead, the 
people govern,” Dr M’membe said.

“They will tell you that if you 
vote for us we will give you this, 
deliver you this, bring this and that. 
Do they bring it? Do they deliver it? 
“For us, we always bear in mind 
that the people are not fighting 
for ideas, for the things in any-
one’s head. They are fighting to 
win material benefits, to live better 
and in peace, to see their lives go 
forward, to guarantee the future of 
their children.

“We believe in telling the truth 
and not lies and in exposing lies 
whenever they are told. We must 
hide nothing from the masses of 
our people. We must not mask dif-
ficulties, mistakes or failures. And 
we should claim no easy victories. 
That is what believe in and teach 
ourselves.”

Dr M’membe said socialists 
should have “largeness of mind 
and be staunch and active, look-

ing upon the interests of the peo-
ple as his or her very own and 
subordinate his or her personal 
interests to those of the masses”. 
“Every comrade must be brought to 
understand that the supreme test of 
the words and deeds of a socialist 
is whether they conform with the 
highest interests and enjoy the sup-
port of the overwhelming majority 
of the people,” he said.

“At no time and in no circum-
stances should a socialist place his 
personal interests first; he should 

subordinate them to the interests 
of the nation and of the masses. 
Hence selfishness, slacking, cor-
ruption, seeking the limelight, and 
so on, are most contemptible, while 
selflessness, working with all one’s 
energy, whole-hearted devotion to 
public duty, and quiet hard work 
will command respect.”

Dr M’membe said socialists 
must be ready at all times to stand 
up for the truth, because truth was 
in the interests of the people.

“Socialists must be ready at all 
times to correct their mistakes, 
because mistakes are against the 
interests of the people. Socialists 
must always go into the whys and 
wherefores of anything, use their 
own heads and carefully think over 
whether or not it corresponds to 
reality and is really well founded. 
On no account should they follow 
blindly and encourage slavishness.

“Socialists should set an exam-
ple in being practical as well as far-
sighted. For only by being practical 
can they fulfil the appointed tasks, 

and only far-sightedness can pre-
vent them from losing their bear-
ings in the march forward.

“Socialists should be the most 
farsighted, the most self-sacrific-
ing, the most resolute, and the least 
prejudiced in sizing up situations, 
and should rely on the majority of 
the masses and win their support.”

Dr M’membe said socialists 
were like seeds and the people were 
like the soil. “Wherever we go, we 
must unite with the people, take 
root and blossom among them. We 
must be able to integrate ourselves 
with the masses in all things.

“Socialists must listen attentive-
ly to the views of people outside 
our party and let them have their 
say. If what they say is right, we 
ought to welcome it, and we should 
learn from their strong points; if it 
is wrong, we should patiently ex-
plain things to them. This is what 
we demand of ourselves and all 
our members and not going around 
telling lies, bullying and bribing 
people.”

Lies, bullying ‘will increase as we approach election’ 

NO AMOUNT of intimidation will 
stop the revolutionary work under 
way in the country, the Socialist 
Party in Vubwi district says.

Commenting on the summoning 
of Vubwi constituency coordinator 
Angela Zimba by the Vubwi police, 
and intimidation by Patriotic Front 
party cadres, Mabvuto Ngoma ex-
pressed disappointment that Social-
ist Party members continue to re-
ceive threats because of their party 
work. Zimba and her team are in 
Vubwi taking part in literacy pro-
grammes.

“We have noted that the ruling 
party continues to stand in the way 
of the opposition which has better 
plans for the poor people of Zam-
bia,” Ngoma said.

“This simply shows that the rul-
ing party is an enemy of democracy 
and development and doesn’t want 
to see real progress or human devel-
opment taken to the people by the 
opposition.”

He said the ruling party should 
exercise tolerance of plurality and 
diversity and allow opposition par-
ties to reach out to Zambians. Illit-
eracy was a national problem and 
programmes that sought to eradi-
cate illiteracy among adults and 
less privileged young people should 
be welcomed.

“No one will stop us from doing 
what is right for our people, the 
Socialist Party manifesto has been 
welcomed in almost every corner of 
this country and we will continue 
fighting for our rights and our de-
mocracy,” Ngoma  said.

Zimba vowed to carry on imple-
menting progressive programmes 
that benefited the people. She said 
the literacy programme was not 
for Socialist Party members alone, 
but for anyone, including those 
supporting the Patriotic Front. 
The Socialist Party was a pro-poor 
working-class party with an agenda 
to transform the lives of the major-
ity of Zambians.

Threats ‘won’t 
stop us doing 
what is right 
for our people’

Fred M’membe: tell the truth

THE POOR have become poorer, 
prices have risen substantially, and 
many people have been pushed to 
extreme poverty during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Margaret Pikiti, 
Socialist Party parliamentary can-
didate for the Malole constituency, 
has said.

“While millions of poor children 
missed out on education, those 
from affluent families learnt online 
or were able to access e-learning,” 
she said. “We need to build a bet-
ter, fairer, equitable and more just 
society. Poverty levels are high. 
Northern Province has a 79.7 per 
cent poverty level, and some areas 
are even higher than that.

“The fight against inequality re-
quires the involvement of people at 
grassroots level, there is no doubt 

about that. In some areas of Zam-
bia, we can see passion and the pro-
active attitudes of people to want to 
change their lives, but they don’t 
know how to,” she said.

Pikiti said people needed to work 
collectively and organise them-
selves to bring about change with 
good leadership in place to support 
them. “Let people use their voices 
and be heard. How else can they 
be saved without being heard? Let 
them be heard. Let them govern.”

She said inequality was hinder-
ing economic growth by causing 
poor production, exercebating 
poverty.

“Zambia is the fourth hungriest 
country in Africa, with poor diet 
leading to hungry families, stunted 
growth and poor school perfor-

mance. Poor production leads to 
poor rural development and, again, 
poor health. It is a viscious circle. 
The poor get poorer in every way. 
This unacceptable cycle continues.” 

Pikiti said inequality also created 
mistrust. “People have failed over 
and over again and no longer trust 
the government and politicians. 
Hope is reduced.

“There has to be a redistribution 
of wealth and the creation of equity 
through government-funded actions 
with accountability to the public 
and the nation. 

“Let’s struggle together as a na-
tion. You have to plough to get 
crops. They won’t just appear. We 
have to plough the inequality fac-
tors until they concede and we have 
a harvest,” she said.
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people in our schools, colleges and 
universities.

“We will also need to set up 
factories producing agricultural 
chemicals. These will require us 
to employ a diverse range of sci-
entists and other staff. In addition, 
we will need to create factories 
that produce veterinary medicines 
for our livestock. This undertaking 
will employ scientists, technicians, 
HR people, accountants, ICT ex-
perts, marketing and sales experts 
and many others. The medicines 
produced will need to be admin-
istered by vets, working with lab 
technicians. In this way we will be 
creating more and more jobs for our 
people.

“And, of course, peasant agricul-
ture will need to be financed. This 
will require us to create a myriad of 

This ‘mass anarchy’ caused by 
greed and corruption must end
Chilufya sacking ‘is long
overdue but not enough’ 
Socialist staff reporter

SOCIALIST Party president 
Fred M’membe has called 
for the sacking of all corrupt 
government ministers and 
permanent secretaries in the 
wake of the corruption scan-
dal surrounding former health 
minister Chitalu Chilufya.

Dr M’membe said, “The 
mass anarchy that has come to 
characterise President Edgar 
Lungu’s government must end.”

At the centre of the corruption 
scandal was a procurement of 
US$17 million worth of fake medi-
cines, leaking condoms and faulty 
gloves.

The sacking was described by 
the Socialist Party as “long over-
due”.

In a party statement, general sec-
retary Cosmas Musumali said that 
apart from the immense amount 
of money involved, thousands of 
citizens’ lives were endangered by 
“this act of greed and impunity”.

Defective
 
“The termination of Dr Chilu-

fya’s appointment is, however, not 
sufficient,” Dr Musumali said.

“All the money spent on this 
procurement must be paid back 
to the people of Zambia. Criminal 
prosecutions must also be initiated 
against the entire team that was 
involved in it. This includes the 
suppliers of the fake medicines and 
defective supplies. 

“This procurement scandal is 
just one of the many involving the 
Ministry of Health. Easier access to 
donor funding, a glaring lack of in-
ternal controls, a compromised role 
of the Ministry of Finance and an 
Office of the President that has con-
tinually been co-opted in a parasitic 
relationship with the Ministry of 
Health have all contributed towards 

the never-ending decay of this key 
ministry.  “The issue at hand there-
fore goes beyond Dr Chilufya. We 
are dealing with a government 
agency, like many others, that has 
nurtured corruption and made it 
part of its culture. 

“The newly appointed Minister 
of Health, Dr Jonas Chanda, will 
end up the same way. The greedi-
ness and individualism embedded 
in neoliberal capitalism compro-
mises the chances for accountabil-
ity and a leadership that is answer-
able to the masses of our people. It 
creates arrogant and little monsters 
out of would-be leaders,” Dr Mu-
sumali said.

Dr M’membe said Lungu 
should now show decisive leader-
ship and genuine commitment to 
address the evident corruption in 
his government.

“If President Edgar Lungu re-
ally wants to prove he is serious 
about tackling corruption, he must 
fire all ministers, permanent secre-
taries and other public officials in-
volved in corruption and financial 
malfeasance, and fast track their 
prosecutions.”

He said cabinet ministers and all 
public representatives whose de-
partments were implicated in acts 
of corruption and wasteful expen-
diture should be fired. 

Dr M’membe said that through-
out his presidency Lungu had 
shielded his appointees by turning 
a blind eye to their infractions. 

“Money looted from govern-
ment has cost individuals, families 
and communities dearly and has af-
fected service delivery in some of 
Zambia’s poorest areas.

“The mass anarchy that has 
come to characterise his govern-
ment must end, millions of our peo-
ple’s lives and jobs depend upon it.

“If Mr Lungu is serious about 
fighting corruption, he must act 
now by closing the loopholes 
in the state tender system,” Dr 
M’membe said.

RESIDENTS of Sinda constituency in Eastern 
Province have praised the Socialist Party 
for training small-scale farmers to produce 
organic fertiliser.

Speaking to a Socialist Party media team 
immediately after the training, Paul Mbewe of 
Chiwuyu ward said the promotion of organic 
fertiliser would have a lot of impact, particu-
larly on small-scale farmers.

Mbewe said the party had demonstrated 
to the people of Sinda as well as the country 
that it really stood for the poor.

“At first when we were told at a meeting 
that the party was offering free training on 
how to produce organic fertiliser we thought 
it was a joke, as many political parties coming 
here have lied to us,” he said. “A week later, 

Kelvin Phiri the Socialist Party sent a team to train us 
how we can come up with organic fertiliser. 
Thanks to Dr Fred M’membe and the Socialist 
Party in Eastern Province for considering us 
for such a beautiful programme,” Mbewe said. 

He has since urged Zambians to fully 
support the party as it has already started 
demonstrating its ability to work for and with 
the people.

“We want to assure you that you have our 
100 percent vote here in Chiwuyu ward. This 
is the type of politics we need, not politics of 
name-calling and insults. You have given us 
full knowledge and no one will steal this from 
us, you have our vote, yes I mean it, you have 
our vote and support,” he said. 

Resident Betina Phiri also commended the 
Socialist Party for introducing the small-scale 
farmers to sustainable methods of farming. 

She said she had never seen a political party 
offering such progressive programmes.

“Where were you all this time? Why did you 
let us suffer like this at the hands of people 
who don’t care about our life, about our farm-
ing? Such programmes should continue and 
we promise to campaign for you in all corners 
of Eastern Province because this is what we 
need, not always giving us chitenge material. 
From today we are SP and pledge our sup-
port,” Phiri said.

Phiri urged the people of Sinda constitu-
ency to vote wisely and vote for the develop-
ment-oriented Socialist Party.

“Don’t cast your votes because of the 
chitenge material, look for the party which has 
the manifesto to benefit us. A good example is 
the Socialist Party, which has just trained us 
how we can make organic fertiliser.”

Farmers praise SP fertiliser training scheme
Eastern Province Sinda residents watch as a Socialist Party team demonstrates how to make sustainable organic fertiliser to cut costs  

Agriculture will help grow jobs strategy
financial institutions, such as agri-
culture banks and insurance compa-
nies. These institutions will employ 
bankers, lawyers, accountants, IT 
experts, insurance personnel and 
many others, again creating more 
and more jobs.”

Dr M’membe added that the ag-
ricultural output produced would 
need to be delivered to peasant 
farmers.

“This will create logistics jobs 
for drivers, mechanics and other 
support staff,” he said.

“Furthermore, the cotton we pro-
duce in Nyimba, Petauke, Katete, 
Chipata, Chadiza, Lundazi, Chama 
and other places, will not leave 
Eastern Province unprocessed.

“Textile factories will be estab-
lished employing people from all 
over the country in many, various 
roles. These factories will be pro-
ducing reels of all sorts of cloth, 

but the cloth produced will not be 
exported as it is.

“Clothing factories will be cre-
ated to design and produce shirts, 
trousers, dresses, caps, canvas 
shoes, belts, and many other prod-
ucts. These factories will require 
sewing machines and needles so 
small factories will be created to 
manufacture and service the ma-
chines.

“The clothing factories will fur-
ther need buttons and zips. The 
buttons can be produced from the 
horns of cattle, hard wood and 
stones, creating even more jobs. 
And the finished products will need 
to be packaged. This will require us 
to create factories producing pack-
aging materials.

“Drivers will be needed to trans-
port the finished products from the 
factories to the ports of Dar-es-
Salam, Walvis Bay and Durban. 

Furthermore, delivery trucks will 
need to be serviced by mechanics. 
In this way, more jobs will be cre-
ated.”

Dr M’membe said the strategies 
related to cotton production and its 
processing and export would be ex-
tended to food crops.

“Small and large factories will 
be created all over the country to 
process agricultural produce. For 
instance, factories can be built to 
process tomato into jam, juice, 
soup, puree or paste. Some of these 
products can be exported, and some 
consumed locally, resulting in more 
jobs.

“In addition, it is important also 
to mention that there will be new 
jobs created in other sectors of our 
economy, such as mining, construc-
tion, forestry, and the provision of 
the many other services needed in 
an organised society,” he said.
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Innovative changes needed in COVID battle
Africa, India and others teach us a 
bitter lesson – that capitalism can-
not deliver to the masses in this 
critical situation.”

And in a statement, the Social-
ist Party said “we should brace 
ourselves for a long haul, more es-
pecially in the periphery capitalist 
countries such as Zambia”. 

“The demand side of the pan-
demic is complex enough. High 
poverty levels, an extremely high 
burden of existing communicable 
and non-communicable diseases, 
low levels of hygiene, poor ac-
cess to clean water and sanitation, 
crowded and poor housing condi-

tions, illiteracy and poor health 
seeking behaviour are all factors 
that severely compromise health 
outcomes,” the statement said.

Party president Fred M’membe 
said Zambia was in “a potentially 
difficult phase of the COVID-19 
resurgence”.

“Accessing the hope offered by 
the arrival of the vaccine is still 
some time ahead and our health 
system is certainly not coping.

“As the pandemic continues to 
evolve across the country, there 
is a need for the government to 
re-evaluate, re-strategise, and re-
invigorate its COVID-19 response 

activities to ensure its prepared to 
handle this second, and potentially 
third wave of cases.

“In an effort to limit transmis-
sion and achieve pandemic con-
trol, we need to remain vigilant. 

“We should adapt or adopt best 
practices, strategies, guidelines 
and recommendations proposed 
by the World Health Organisa-
tion, aimed at limiting transmis-
sion. But whatever measures the 
government takes should strike a 
balance between saving lives and 
minimising the impact of the pan-
demic on the economy and social 
wellbeing of citizens.”

SOCIALIST Party general secre-
tary Cosmas Musumali says “far 
reaching and innovative change 
is needed” if we are to stand any 
chance of survival in the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

“COVID-19 is an existential 
threat to humanity and is casting a 
dark shadow over every aspect of 
our lives,” he said.

 “Socialist countries, such as 
Vietnam, Cuba, China, Venezuela, 
and the State of Kerala (in India) 
are pointing to effective solutions.

“The more neoliberal countries 
and regions, such as the USA, UK, 
Brazil, Southern Europe, South 

Copperbelt trip ‘waste 
of taxpayers’ money’  
PRESIDENT Edgar Lungu’s work-
ing visit to the Copperbelt was a di-
saster in many ways, says Socialist 
Party general secretary Cosmas 
Musumali.

“This was the President’s first 
visit to the Copperbelt Province in 
2021,” he said. “The province has 
been a bastion of Patriot Front sup-
port over the past years. Being the 
first trip, it was planned to provide 
a good start for the President’s and 
his party’s campaign towards the 
August 2021 elections.”

But Dr Musumali said things 
had changed and President Lungu 
and the PF were “now becoming 
history”. “People were not willing 
to attend Presidents Lungu’s meet-
ings. His ministers and cronies had 
to resort to bribes to mobilise a re-
semblance of presence and support. 
This effort didn’t work in Mufulira 
and it ended up being a huge em-
barrassment for President Lungu 
and the PF establishment.

“The Socialist Party is the fastest 
growing political power on the Cop-
perbelt. Increasingly, more people 
see in us the alternative to the failed 
experimentation with neoliberal 
capitalism that has sent thousands 

of workers jobless on the street and 
is today failing to contain the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“Secondly, the trip came at huge 
cost to the Zambian taxpayer. The 
entourage was big, involving hun-
dreds of vehicles from Lusaka and 
the Copperbelt, three choppers 
and the presidential jet. The de-
fence and security deployment was 
massive. The habit of dishing out 
brown envelopes continued. It is an 
extremely reckless way spending 
taxpayers’ money when millions of 
Zambian lives are at stake due to 
the pandemic and with a health sys-
tem that is poorly resourced.

“Thirdly, the trip also reminded 
us of the retrogressive role played 
by the Civil Aviation Authority and 
our Zambia Airforce. The two insti-
tutions have in the past been used to 
constrain political opposition lead-
ers’ air travel during election cam-
paigns. We are in January but this 
form of rigging and intimidation 
has already begun. 

“The Zambian people have to 
win back these two institutions. 
President Lungu and the PF must 
go. The damage they are causing is 
irreparable.”
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POLITICAL VIOLENCE

JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

ZAMBIA is at crossroads 
in a growing culture of vio-
lence.  While many of us 
continue to bury our heads 
with an illusion that we are 
a peaceful country, there is 
a growing well-resourced, 
well-organised system of 
violence that has put young 
people at the centre of a pol-
itics of pangas and screw-
drivers.

These politics are increas-
ingly putting Zambia on the 
world map of failed, violent 
states. In most of the politi-
cal parties, little or no effort is 
channeled towards inculcat-
ing a culture of ideas and no-
ble values as a way of equip-
ping youths with a deeper and 
complex understanding of 
how to build a better Zambia 
in a fast changing world.

My party – the Socialist Party 
– has taken a trajectory that, if 
emulated countrywide, will con-
tribute to real change and trans-
formation.  Our journey to push 
for the battle of ideas in politics 
– a politics in which youths have 
a deeper understanding of their 
country– has not been without its 
challenges. 

In 2018, Socialist Party gen-
eral secretary Cosmas Musumali 
appointed an interim leadership 
of the Socialist Youth League 
(SYL), and I was assigned the 
task of being its general secre-
tary. That year, I spent most of 
my free time criss-crossing dif-
ferent compounds in Lusaka 
along with senior comrades. We 
mobilised, forming branches as 
well as ward and constituency 
structures. All the while, my fel-
low young comrades and I were 
just happy and often clumsy par-
ticipants. During that period, we 
had one task, to learn.

In July of that year, senior 
comrades in the party decided 
that we had learnt enough, and 
that it was time for us to get on 
the ground, mobilising the youth 
and coordinating at a national 
level. 

President of the Socialist Par-
ty, Fred M’membe, asked us to 
draft a youth programme, which 
we would use for the next cou-
ple of months. That cloudy and 
windy day in July could easily 
have passed for the first day of 
summer.

Excitement was definitely an 
understatement. In our minds, 
we would go on to build a youth 
movement that would have left 
the grassroot organisers of the 
Chachacha days red with envy.

Armed with socialist ideology, 
patriotism and a flirtation with 
pan Africanism, we were con-
vinced that we would win over 
the majority of Zambia’s youth, 
that together, we would build a 
better country and continent for 
ourselves. As the youth collec-
tive then, we were convinced we 
would achieve our objective of 
building sustainable structures 
of the Youth League across all 
provinces within the space of five 
months. To this day, I am not sure 
if that goal was simply ambitious 
or the naivety of the teenagers, as 
we were then. But what we also 
know from history and our libera-
tion is that young people in those 
movements were equipped ideo-
logically to independence.

In August 2018, we began 
our work. We made our phone 
calls, and only one constituency 
was ready to start working with 

us immediately. That month, we 
formed our first youth structure in 
Kanyama, Chibolya Compound 
to be specific. It was a very inter-
esting experience. As the months 
wore on, we gained momentum. 
We formed more structures, these 
were not void of challenges and 
mistakes but we kept moving. 

In 2019, we set out to carry 
out our first titanic task, and that 
would be our vision to contribute 
to politics of ideas for a better 
Zambia.  We were going to start 
a free tuition programme for our 
members who were writing their 
Grade 12 or GCE Examinations. 
Our education system is flawed 
in such a way that many pupils 
in government schools don’t 
have sufficient hours to learn, the 
schools themselves don’t have 
enough teachers, the libraries are 
often empty, and several other 
factors make it hard for pupils to 
pass their exams. We were deter-
mined to make sure the members 
of the Youth League from humble 
backgrounds would all clear their 
GCE or Grade 12 examinations.

That August we initiated our 

pilot project in ward 10, Kan-
yama. We convinced two of our 
senior comrades, who were also 
teachers, to give up a few hours 
of their weekends to teach these 
classes. We secured one white 
board from our party offices. A 
comrade offered their home for 
our activity. We asked another for 
money to buy some markers, an-
other comrade offered some more 
money, which we spent on water 

for the teachers and participants. 
We drew up a programme. That 
first Saturday in August, we gath-
ered our young members and the 
programme kick started with les-
son 1 in mathematics. That first 
day was a proud moment for us. 
We left our Kanyama youth co-
ordinator in charge, and decided 
to not visit the next class, getting 
a report the following weekend 
instead.

The next weekend I received a 
call from our Kanyama coordina-
tor telling me he had dispersed 
all learners. He said some of our 
comrades had been attacked by 
other party cadres and it was not 
safe, and before I could ask any 
questions he hung up. I called 
him back several times and his 
phone went unanswered. My 
heart sank. The worst thing was 
that I had no idea what was going 
on and who was hurt. A couple 
of hours later he called and told 
me that the attack wasn’t on the 
young comrades, instead, senior 
comrades were having an unre-
lated but quiet meeting in a dif-
ferent part of the constituency. 

He explained that some cadres 
from a different party heard of 
the meeting, and decided to dis-
rupt it. They arrived in typical 
disappointing cadre fashion in 
a bus, drunk, armed with with 
pangas, screwdrivers and ma-
chetes. They arrived where our 
senior comrades were holding 
their meeting and disorganised 
it. They broke windows, knocked 
heads and stabbed a few of our 
senior comrades with screwdriv-
ers. They had blocked the en-
trance and senior comrades were 
forced jump over the wall fence 
and run for their lives. 

Needless to say, our pilot proj-
ect was immediately cancelled. 
We were informed that if some 
cadres from that party found out 
we were running such a pro-
gramme in that area, they would 
put a stop to it with pangas be-
fore the community became at-
tracted to it. 

Cancelling our noble cause of 
ideas broke our hearts, but we 
soldiered on. 

Before that fateful day, I 
thought the politics of pangas 
and screwdrivers was noth-
ing but senseless clash between 
overzealous and foolish youths. I 
would later learn that it’s a well-
oiled, heavily funded and calcu-
lated system.

A comrade who used to be a 
commander in one of the parties 
sat me down and explained the 
complex system to me, from the 
dispatch of weapons to the flow 
of cash. The system has a hierar-
chy, a system of communication 
and uses chess-like moves. The 
goal is to ensure that all would-be 
political opponents are too afraid 
to mobilise. The result is that one 
party dominates an area. Not that 
the people don’t like any other 
party, but they are left almost 
without options.

Nonetheless, we kept moving. 
We are no longer naive enough 
to think that organising will be 
a walk in the park. Nonetheless, 
we remain hopeful and optimistic 
that it is possible to build a better 
country with a youth grounded in 
progressive knowledge and ideas 
of real change. 

We are no longer
naive enough to 

think that organising 
will be a walk in 
the park [but] we 
remain hopeful and 
optimistic that it is 
possible to build a 
better country with 
a youth grounded 
in progressive 
knowledge and ideas 
of real change

‘

We need a politics of values, 
not pangas and screwdrivers

l Rehoboth Kafwabulula is 
national spokesperson of the 
Socialist Party and a member
of its central committee

THE RECENT political killings in Zambia 
are illegal, unjustifiable and unaccept-
able, says Socialist Party president Fred 
M’membe.

Dr M’membe said that since Edgar 
Lungu’s ascendancy to power, Zam-
bia had experienced more killings of 
political opponents by police and ruling 
party cadres than under all the previous 
regimes combined.

“And in none of these cases were the 
perpetrators brought to justice, not a 
single prosecution has yet resulted from 
these extrajudicial killings. It will be very 
difficult to deny high-level political and 
police administration complicity in these 
killings,” he said.

“No political differences or competi-
tion can justify today’s barbaric murders 

by police of two innocent, defenceless, 
and totally unarmed people. I had the 
opportunity to watch a recording of the 
events and listen to some eyewitnesses. 

“They say police were firing teargas 
and live bullets recklessly and unneces-
sarily in all directions with no regard to 
road users and those workers construct-
ing the road near InterContinental Hotel 
who had to run away in all directions. 
And that the two people killed could 
have been any of them from the nearby 
buildings. They feel traumatised and 
wonder how the coming days, weeks 
and months shall be.”

Dr M’membe said the killings consti-
tuted a very serious human rights viola-
tion. “These are murders directly com-
mitted by the authorities or condoned 

by the state authorities. These killings 
constitute human rights violations and 
are prohibited by international human 
rights law. They are extralegal, summary 
and arbitrary executions or extrajudicial 
execution or unlawful killings.

“I say this because these killings have 
taken place at the order and with the 
complicity or with the acquiescence of 
the authorities. They violate the laws of 
the Republic of Zambia, such as those 
prohibiting murder, as well as interna-
tional human rights and humanitarian 
standards forbidding arbitrary depriva-
tion of life, and they have not occurred 
by accident, in self-defence, or through 
ignorance.

“There was no commotion at all 
among the assembled people until a 

white police van arrived, out jumped 
police officers who started firing live am-
munition indiscriminately.

“These political killings are illegal, 
unjustifiable and totally unacceptable, 
deserving only the strongest condemna-
tions possible.

“President Lungu, home affairs min-
ister Stephen Kampyongo and Inspector 
General of Police Kakoma Kanganja must 
be made to account for these murders, 
these innocent lives they brought to an 
abrupt ending. 

“In the ordinary scheme of governance 
under the rule of law, Kampyongo and 
Kanganja would resign or be fired by 
their appointing authority. Only in Zambia 
will they shamelessly continue facing the 
general public,” Dr M’membe said.

Extrajudicial killings violate international human rights

Rehoboth Kafwabulula 
reports that the violence 
that has marred Zambia’s 
politics recently is well 
resourced, well organised 
and well funded, and that 
the Socialist Party has a 
youth programme that, 
if carried out across the 
country, can put a stop to 
it and lead to real change 
and transformation 

Political attacks with pangas and 
screwdrivers give the lie to people’s
beliefs that Zambia is a peaceful 
country. It is instead increasingly 
becoming a failed, violent state,
says Rehoboth Kafwabulula
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REFLECTIONS Fred M’membe

From a difficult 2020 to
an even tougher 2021

THE PAST year – 2020 – was a mad year, a very 
difficult year. But 2021 is likely to be even tough-
er if we don’t work very, very hard and wisely. 

We therefore need to deeply reflect upon 2020 
while looking ahead to the future’s possibilities.

Time has arrived to bid farewell to the by-gone 
year of gassing, COVID-19, political intoler-
ance, economic collapse, extrajudicial killings, 
attempts to rape the constitution, and so on, 
and to welcome new opportunities and hopes of 
revolutionary change. 

It gets dark sometimes but the morning 
comes. Let’s make the necessary changes in 
2021. Let’s usher in a new government and make 
a new start.

Going through the many difficulties and chal-
lenges of 2020 was never an interesting experi-
ence. It is a solemn year when many of us found 
it difficult to laugh, play, celebrate, or even smile 
at beautiful scenery around us. The sad thought 
that situations around our lives will not be the 
same again was enough to cause anxiety.

Having survived all these difficulties and chal-
lenges to live through another year is enough to 
be thankful for.

2020 was a year of great sacrifices for most 
of our people, and thank God we have pulled 
together through an historically difficult year. 

In 2021, we must stay vigilant as we were dur-
ing last year’s gassing attacks and the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Elections are coming on August 12 despite the 
challenges and difficulties we face. A new, more 
responsible and progressive government can be 
put in place this year with your vote. 

Your wise vote will be a key to our recovery 
and revolutionary changes needed in 2021.

It is said that only in hard times can wisdom, 
courage and perseverance be manifested. 

HAVE you ever laughed at someone who was 
visibly struggling with the challenges of life?
Has your moment of suffering ever been the butt 
of a joke? How did it make you feel?

We seem to have leaders who laugh or 
chuckle at their people’s problems, suffering in 
this country. 

Serious leaders don’t laugh or chuckle when 
their people are in distress and cry out for help. 
Leaders are expected to feel the distress their 
people who have serious problems meeting the 
cost of food, schools, health services, transport 
and many other necessities of life. 

Psychologists have an explanation for this 
type of behaviour. They call it Katagelasticism 
– a psychological condition in which a person 
excessively enjoys laughing at others – from 
καταγελαστής, katagelastēs, ancient Greek for 
“mocker”. 

Katagelasticists actively seek and establish 
situations in which they can laugh at others – at 
the expense of these people.

For the katagelasticists it is fun laughing at 
others and there is almost nothing that might 
hinder them from doing so. This is sadistic be-
haviour. What will such a person stop at? What 
won’t he do to have a laugh at you?

Is such a person really fit to be a leader of a 
country?

Katagelastēs is no 
laughing matter 

I HAVE been reading about the leadership of the 
ruling party having pushed in a lot of money, 
bicycles and even some automobiles into 
Lubemba. 

This is said to have been done through some 
chiefs to help them buy the votes of their sub-
jects. It won’t work. 

In life, and much more so in politics, it is 
always very important to be clear about things. 

Chiefs in Lubemba are not absolute rulers. 
They don’t rule by decrees like some other mon-
archs. Ours is a highly democratic, decentralised 
and accountable system with very strong checks 
and balances. Power in Lubemba doesn’t lie with 
the chiefs alone. It is fairly shared among the 
chiefs, Bashilubemba, Banamfumu, the subjects 
and even Bakabilo. And the ordinary umubemba 
has a say in what goes in the kingdom or chief-
dom. He or she has direct audience with a chief 
wherever he or she finds the Kanabesa. It is said 
that wherever the chief is found is the palace. 
This means that the subject can way lay the chief 
and have audience with him.

Ulubemba is decentralised into three regions 
- Ituna, the Kasama part headed by senior chief 
Mwamba and assisted by many sub chiefs and 
village headmen and women; Inchinga, headed 
by senior chief Nkula and assisted by many sub 
chiefs and village headmen and women; and 
Lubemba, the capital for the Chitimukuku but 
also assisted by many sub chiefs and village 
headmen and women. Each of these regions of 
Lubemba determines it’s own affairs without in-
terference from the Chitimukuku, save for issues 
that affects the entire Lubemba like wars.

The powers of the chiefs are in many ways 
well checked and balanced by Bashilubemba 
and others. 

Bashilubemba have powers to remove chiefs.
And not every qualifying Bemba royal can 

become a chief. Only the best among the qualify 
royals, impanda, are chosen to become chiefs. 

This ensures quality leadership in the king-
dom or chiefdom. We have quality leadership 
in Lubemba that cannot be easily bought with 

Socialist Party president 
Fred M’membe plays 
chess with Kyle Ha-
selsteiner, deputy general 
secretary of the Socialist 
Youth League

The bid to buy votes in 
Lubemba won’t work

bicycles, cars and money. They can buy or ma-
nipulate a few but not many or all.

And there are very serious consequences for 
those who sell out!

Lelo Ulubemba nalusebana kubupina. It is the 
third poorest region of our country - with 79.7 
per cent ubupina.

Their bribes won’t do. They are dealing with 
people they don’t understand and in the wrong 
way and at the wrong time. Every umubemba is 
born with a certain adequate minimum amount of 
wisdom and integrity. 

I can speak with a lot of confidence about 
these issues because I know what I am talking 
about, I am a Bemba royal.

The beauty of chess is 
that everyone is equal
I HAVE been playing chess since 1972, I love it 
and I still play it. 

Chess is such a fascinating game with end-
less possibilities. You can play it anywhere, 
and create new ideas in the opening. It causes 
me to think and think ahead, it is never boring, 
and always a test of just me and my opponent. 
Sometimes I play it alone.

To me, chess is entertaining and it has a neat 
history in its 1,500 years of being around. Over 
the years of playing the game, I have discov-
ered that chess is a deeper sport and pastime 
than I ever thought possible.

I like chess because you can play it at any 
time, day or night, including on the Internet. I 
always enjoy playing chess with my ten-year-
old son, Mwika. The boy never gives up no 
matter how many times he loses.

Chess is in certain ways more than just 
a game. Chess builds critical thinking and 
prediction skills; you can apply those skills to 
socialisation and daily life. You can learn about 
yourself and how you handle adversity, how to 
think in long-term goals, or when to switch into 
immediate mode based on what is happening 
in a game.

There is a beauty to the game and symmetry 
that other games lack. With chess, it is pos-
sible for anyone to play anyone else and still 
win regardless of the fact that someone might 
have more experience than you do or have a 
better understanding of the game. So long as 
you play good, solid moves, you always have a 
chance to win regardless.

I cannot say that about other things in life. 
Everyone is equal when the match starts and 
only by making good choices while avoiding 
the pitfalls can the match be decided; it is not 
decided simply because someone has better 
physical gifts than you do. 

SP govt will repeal 
public order act as 
a matter of priority
‘We believe freedom of peaceful assembly 
enables individuals to express themselves’
Socialist staff reporter

THE FIRST law the Socialist 
Party in government will pass 
will be the repeal of the pub-
lic order act, party president 
Fred M’membe says.

“And there’s no going back 
on this. There will be no but. 
It will not be replaced by any 
other act. There will simply be 
no public order act or any such 
other laws,” he said in a state-
ment from garden Compound, 
Lusaka.

“The constitution has enough 
protections for public order. We 
don’t need any other additional 
laws. We have seen how from the 
colonial authorities successive 
governments of this country have 
abused the public order act, the 
worst one being this current regime 
of the Patriotic Front and Mr Edgar 
Lungu. 

“And we don’t want to be part 
of such injustices and abuses. We 
believe that the freedom of peace-
ful assembly enables individuals 
to express themselves as part of a 
collective, including by engaging 
in public marches, protests, pickets 
and demonstrations.

“Assemblies can be platforms to 
advocate for change and for people 
to raise awareness about the issues 
that matter to them, whether it re-
lates to human rights or otherwise. 
Assemblies often also have sym-
bolic importance, such as in com-
memorating particular events or 
marking significant anniversaries.”

Dr M’membe said the Socialist 
Party in government would have an 
obligation to ensure that the right to 
freedom of assembly was fully pro-
tected, including when those who 
assemble protest against its policies 
and challenge them.

“The Socialist Party govern-
ment will not interfere with the 
right to peaceful assembly simply 
because it disagrees with the pro-

testers’ views, and will ensure that 
the right is enjoyed equally by all 
groups, without discrimination on 
any ground,” he said.

“Effective protection of the right 
to freedom of peaceful assembly 
will not weaken the Socialist Par-
ty’s government. We believe that it 
will actually strengthen it. It helps 
foster a culture of open democracy, 
enables non-violent participation in 
public affairs, and invigorates dis-
cussions on important issues. Pub-
lic assemblies also help to promote 
good governance by providing op-
portunities for the public to hold to 
account people and organisations 
with power.

“As I have consistently stated, 
we believe that the exercise of 
power must be a constant practice 
of self limitation and modesty. The 
Socialist Party does not fear criti-
cism because we are socialists, the 
truth is on our side, and the basic 
masses, the workers and peasants, 
are on our side. We have the Marx-
ist-Leninist weapon of criticism 
and self-criticism. We can get rid of 
a bad style and keep the good.

Sweeping
“Conscientious practice of self-

criticism is still another hallmark 
distinguishing our party from all 
other political parties. As we say, 
dust will accumulate if a room is 
not cleaned regularly, our faces will 
get dirty if they are not washed reg-
ularly. Our comrades’ minds and 
our party’s work may also collect 
dust, and also need sweeping and 
washing. The proverb, ‘Running 
water is never stale and a door-
hinge is never worm-eaten’, means 
that constant motion prevents the 
inroads of germs and other organ-
isms.

“To check up regularly on our 
work and in the process develop 
a democratic style of work, to fear 
neither criticism nor self-criticism, 
and to apply such good popular 
maxims as, ‘Say all you know and 

say it without reserve’, ‘Blame 
not the speaker but be warned by 
his words’ and, ‘Correct mistakes 
if you have committed them and 
guard against them if you have not’  
– this is the only effective way to 
prevent all kinds of political dust 
and germs from contaminating 
the minds of our comrades and the 
body of our party.”

Dr M’membe said the party was 
not afraid to have shortcomings 
criticised because it served the peo-
ple. “Anyone, no matter who, may 
point out our shortcomings. If he is 
right, we will correct them. If what 
he proposes will benefit the people, 
we will act upon it.

“How can we Zambian social-
ists, who base all our actions on 
the highest interests of the broadest 
masses of the Zambian people, and 
who are fully convinced of the jus-
tice of our cause, never balk at any 
personal sacrifice, and are ready at 
all times to give our lives for the 
cause, be reluctant to discard any 
idea, viewpoint, opinion or method 
which is not suited to the needs of 
the people? Can we be willing to 
allow political dust and germs to 
dirty our clean faces or eat into our 
healthy organisms?”

“At this time of the year in 1898 
over 10,000 young Ngonis laid 
down their lives in our interests, 
defending our land and minerals 
from that bandit Cecil John Rhodes 
and his companies, and our hearts 
are filled with pain as we the liv-
ing think of them – can there be 
any personal interest, then, that we 
would not sacrifice or any error that 
we would not discard?

“We must constantly criticise 
our shortcomings, just as we should 
wash our faces or sweep the floor 
every day to remove the dirt and 
keep them clean.

“It is hard for any political party 
or person to avoid mistakes, but we 
should make as few as possible. 
Once a mistake is made, we should 
correct it, and the more quickly and 
thoroughly the better,” he said.

Socialist Party is a favourite to win 
this year’s election, says Nalishuwa
THE SOCIALIST Party will be 
one of the possible favourites in 
this year’s general election, says 
Socialist Party parliamentary 
candidate for Kalabo Central, 
Chiteo Singongi Nalishuwa. 

Speaking on Diamond Live re-
cently, Nalishuwa said that when 
the conditions were ripe for revo-
lutionary change, time was not a 
factor. 

“We are placing ourselves as 
the possible favourites. We are 
delivering our messages. We are 
a party anchored on justice, eq-
uity and peace. Our values are 
key to our people. Ours is a party 
of the humble, for the humble, 
by the humble. We are ready to 
work with the Zambian masses 
to ensure that they deliver de-
velopment to themselves,” Nali-
shuwa said.

“When conditions are ripe for 
a revolution, time has never been 
a factor. The Movement for Mul-
tiparty Democracy (MMD) won 

elections within ten months of 
being formed. The UPND nearly 
won elections within three years 
of being formed. The PF per-
formed well within five years of 
being registered, beating old par-
ties in 2006 to come second and 
win the elections in 2011.”

Asked about how different the 
Socialist Party would be in man-
aging the country’s resources, 
Nalishuwa said the Socialist Par-
ty would “be thrifty in the man-
agement of the economy”.

“Socialist values of honesty, 
equity, humility and solidarity 
will be its guiding principles in 
managing the country’s resourc-
es and affairs.”

Nalishuwa said she was bet-
ter placed to serve the people of 
Kalabo Central because she had 
spent all her working life in the 
area.

“I am a Kalabo Central resi-
dent. I have worked in Kalabo 
from the old arrangement to the 
latest arrangement. As such, I 
have been able to get to know the 
district.

“It’s the poverty levels that 
people are facing in Kalabo that 
compelled me to stand on the So-
cialist Party ticket,” she said.

Chiteo Nalishuwa: poverty the 
reason for standing for the SP
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PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES 

Mercy Bwalya

PARLIAMENTARY candidate for 
Bwana Mkubwa, Mercy Bwalya, 
says she joined the Socialist Party 
to achieve social, political and 
economic liberation. 

“I am a victim and survivor of 
endless struggles,” she said. “If 
I don’t stand up and fight for our 
collective liberation then I am just 
destroying my today and tomor-
row and that of others who don’t 
have the strength to fight or eyes 
to see.

“If we continue on the capitalist 
path of greed, corruption, individ-
ualism and unbridled competition, 
Zambia, my beloved country, will 
perish.” 

Bwalya said there were many 
pressing issues in her constitu-
ency. “People are dying because 
they don’t have medicines. Youths 
are into drugs because of a lack 
of employment. Poverty is also a 
number one killer in my constitu-
ency.”

Bwalya went to school in 
Ndola and has certificates in ICT, 
journalism, and psychosocial 
counselling.

Jeff Chabala

JEFF Chabala, candidate for the 
Roan constituency, says he joined 
politics because of his love for 

both his city and Zambia. Cha-
bala attended Roan primary and 
Twashuka secondary schools in 
Luanshya and went on to gain a 
bachelor’s degree in theology and 
a diploma in world missions and 
church planning. He is currently 
pursuing an LLB. 

Chabala said there was a lack 
of infrastructure development in 
the Roan constituency and people 
were suffering from a high level 
of poverty.

“The pressing issues include 
unemployment due to a depen-
dency on the mining industry and 
a lack of stability,” he said, adding 
that there were also issues with 
sanitation and medical equipment 
in hospitals.

“The socialist government will 
diversify the economy to invest 
heavily in the agriculture sector, 
education and health, and to cre-
ate jobs.” 

Janet Chingumbe

JANET Sombo Chingumbe was 
born in Mangango, attending 
Mangango Primary School and 
Holy-Cross Girls’ Second-
ary School before going on to 
study catering at Hushnolding 
School in Denmark and theology 
at Rhema Bible College, where 
she gained a ministerial training 
major. She is also Janet quali-
fied pre-school teacher.

Chingumbe says she joined the 
Socialist Party because of its val-
ues; equity, humility, honesty and 
solidarity.

“The three pressing issues in 
my community are a lack of wa-
ter and sanitation, the poor road 
network and the distance to health 
centres,” she said.

“My message to my community 
is that we can change the situa-
tion if we work together.” 

She said hopes to help her 
community by using constitu-
ency funds, lobbying  through 
NGOs, and getting investors to set 
up companies in the Mangango 
area to create jobs.

Vivian Chunda

VIVIAN Chunda, candidate for 
Mafinga constituency, went to 
Kaswanga primary, Samu ba-
sic, and Isoka high schools, 
and later gained a certificate in 
customs clearing and forwarding 
at Kitwe Institute of Management.

She pursued small-scale farm-
ing on a full-time basis at her rural 
home before joining politics.

Chunda said the issues in Maf-
inga constituency included ex-

treme levels of unemployment 
and poverty, an underdeveloped 
agriculture sector and shortage of 
medicines.

She said her desire was “to 
be close to the people and work 
with them to socialise important 
aspects of the Zambian political 
sector as a means to struggle for 
justice, equity, and peace”.

She urged women to join the 
Zambian male-dominated politi-
cal space.  “The future is women. 
The future is the Socialist Party,” 
she said.

Salungu Handson

SALUNGU Handson, parliamen-
tary candidate for Solwezi Cen-
tral, is seeking to address the chal-
lenges facing the humble, the poor 
and the workers.

He said the Socialist Party’s 
manifesto “speaks to the challeng-
es we face, and spells out how the 
SP government will address the 
challenges”.

“The manifesto is written in 
simple language that is easy to 
follow and understand. I was able 
to connect the issues raised in the 
manifesto to the broader problems 
confronting my constituency, in-
cluding poor roads, poor sanita-
tion and a high level of unemploy-
ment.

“Providing clean and safe 
drinking water, sanitation, con-
structing roads and job creation all 
fall under key priority areas.”

Handson was born in Solwezi 
district, attending primary and ju-
nior secondary schools in North-
Western Province, where he ob-
tained his GCE certificate. He 
has worked in the transportation 
industry at various levels. 

Siame Humphrey

SIAME Humphrey, candidate for 
Ndola Central, says he joined the 
socialist struggle as a Christian.

“Jesus came to show love 
for all, but capitalism has really 
killed Africa, therefore I decided 
to stand as MP and fight for the 
voiceless,” he said.

“My constituency has suffered 
enough. The roads are impassable, 
there is a lack of safe drinking wa-
ter, and high levels of unemploy-
ment. As member of parliament, 
I will fight for my people so that 
work is done effectively.

“Let’s use this chance we have 
to vote out capitalism and replace 
it with a socialist agenda. Let’s 
vote for Dr Fred M’membe for 
president.”

A widower with six children, 

Siame attended primary and sec-
ondary school in Ndola. He has 
a diploma in store management, 
stock control, transport and logis-
tics, and another in theology.

Mwisiya Imbula

MWISIYA Imbula, candidate for 
Senanga, is a feminist who was 
raised by a single parent in the 
district. She attended Namalangu 
primary and Senanga secondary 
schools. 

“I have been exposed to the 
many challenges that the people 
of Senanga are going through, 
with socioeconomic issues around 
health, education, and agriculture. 
Other challenges include unem-
ployment and the lack of a proper 
road network,” she said.

“I made the decision to voice 
out for the people of Senanga 
because over the past years we 
have been deceived into choosing 
selfish leaders who have wasted 
our time by making us fight one 
another instead of uniting us to 
bring meaningful development to 
the constituency.

“Our people deserve good edu-
cation and there is a need for eq-
uity in the distribution of resources. 
No-one should feel like she or he 
is a second-class citizen. Senanga 
needs youth representtation, new 
blood that understands the strug-
gles our people are going through.”

Edina Kantana

MULAMBA-based Edina Biemba 
Kantana, parliamentary candidate 
for Kaoma Central, started her 
schooling in Kalabo at Nalionwa 
Basic and completed secondary 
education at Kaoma High School.

She resigned from the Patriotic 
Front to join the Socialist Party 
last year.

“I joined the party because it 
espouses four core values of hon-
esty, equity, solidarity and humil-
ity – keys to human survival,” she 
said. “The political issues in my 
constituency are poor drinking 
water, the lack of recognition for 
senior citizens, child marriages, 
high illiteracy levels, especially 
among women, and exorbitant 
council fees.”

Kantana said key areas of focus 
would include pushing for gender 
equity in access to all services and 
opportunities, youth empower-
ment through education, provid-
ing clean drinking water, ensuring 
constituency funds reach the rural 
areas, and building roads that lead 
to markets, hospitals and schools.

Mwenda Kulilisa

MWENDA Kulilisa, candidate for 
the Sioma constituency, says this 
year’s election “is an opportunity 
to set our country on a revolution-
ary path”.

Kulilia, who says he joined 
the Socialist Party because it was 
seeking a more humane society 
for Zambians, was optimistic that 
the party’s priority programmes of 
education, health, and agriculture 
would deliver justice for all and 
reduce the high poverty levels.

“Early child marriages are 
among the biggest challenges af-
fecting young people in my area,” 
he said. “There are also challenges 
such as a lack of desks, boards, 
and teachers in schools, but also 
bad roads and network connectiv-
ity issues.”

He said the Socialist Party in 
government needed to improve 
healthcare, empower youth, and 
explore fish pound development, 
beehives for honey and mukongo 
trees for natural oil.

Kulilisa was born in Chabukala 
in Sioma, attending Mutomena 
Day primary and Sioma second-
ary schools.

Ambassador
Malulungisha

AMBASSADOR Danny Malu-
lungisha, parliamentary candidate 
for the Kasempa constituency, 
joined the Socialist Party because 
he says he had already been a so-
cialist for a long time.

“Joining the Socialist Party was 
the noble thing to do. The people 
in Kasempa have faced many 
challenges, ranging from bad 
roads to poor facilities in schools 
and hospitals,” he said.

Malulungisha believes the 
area’s challenges can only be re-
solved by voting the Socialist 
Party into power in August. “The 
people of Kasempa must vote 
wisely,” he said. “They should 
vote for Dr Fred M’membe for 
president, for myself as MP, and 
for a Socialist Party mayor and 
councillors to bring about change.

“We must have better roads, 
boarding schools, colleges and 
good health facilities,” he said.

“The Socialist party will work 
with its people in the community 
as we lead and the people them-
selves deliver.”

Siame Mupelwa

SIAME Mupelwa, parliamentary 
candidate for Kantashi constituen-
cy, says he was motivated to join 

Ambassadors of change leading 
the way to a more caring society

PROFILES

THE SOCIALIST Party’s 
ambassadors of change will 
form a leadership that is 
youthful, gender-balanced 
and originating from among 
the people, Socialist Party 
general secretary and first vice-
president Cosmas Musumali 
said in Lusaka recently when 
introducing parliamentary 
candidates for constituencies 
in Central, Western, Cop-
perbelt, and North Western 
provinces.

Dr Musumali said the can-
didates would help oversee 
revolutionary, transformative 
change, a real departure from 
the failed “current system of 
periphery capitalism”.

“You can change the petty bour-
geoisie political parties, but things 
will get worse for the masses of 
our people. What the people of 
Zambia need today is revolution-
ary change anchored among the 
poor people, the working masses 
of our country,” he said.

Dr Musumali said revolution-
ary change could not be brought 
about by a leadership “that is ben-
efiting, that is privileged, a leader-
ship that is parasitic in the current 
environment.”

“Those who are doing well to-
day – a small group of politicians 
who are doing well – are going to 
resist change,” he said.

“The opposition political par-
ties, if they are not socialist-ori-
ented, will be a mere continuation 
of that same exploitative capitalist 
system, and enough is enough.”

Dr Musumali said the Socialist 
Party’s parliamentary candidates 
were “anchored among the peo-
ple”, grass roots “men and women 
who live with the people, who live 
for the people”.

One of our leaders here has 

worked as a bus driver, a bus 
conductor. This is working class 
leadership at its best. It should be 
leadership that also reflects the 
demography of Zambia,” he said.

Dr Musumali said the Social-
ist Party was “setting standards 
that no petty bourgeoisie political 
party can ever achieve” and had 
nothing to do with status, means 
or wealth.

“The choice of our leadership 
is not based on the size of your 
pocket, how much money you 
have in your pocket.

“The choice of leadership that 
the masses of Zambian people are 
bringing to us today is about be-
ing rooted among them, speaking 
their language.

“None of them has been cho-
sen because they have a fleet of 
vehicles that they are going to use 
for campaigns. None of them has 
been chosen because they have a 
chain of degrees. This is a work-
ers’ party,” Dr Musumali said.

Men and women ‘who live with the people, who live for the people’
The Socialist Party’s 
recent parliamentary 
candidates come from 
Central, Western, Cop-
perbelt and North West-
ern provinces. Socialist 
Party general secretary 
and first vice president 
Cosmas Musumali 
explains how they 
represent working-class 
leadership at its best 

Dennis Mutumba Womba Nkanza Augustine Salubeni Mercy Bwalya Faston Mwale Margaret Sikalonzo Misheck Njobo Vivian Chunda



Socialist Monthly, January/February 2021  7

JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

the Socialist Party’s revolutionary 
movement by the need for Zambia 
to change from a capitalist to a 
people-centred political ideology.

“The challenges in my constitu-
ency include very high unemploy-
ment levels with about two-third 
of the people out of work,” he 
said.

“The health facilities are 
ill-equipped with medicine 
and the sanitation system in 
Murundu is disheartening. Revo-
lutionary changes are essential 
for the betterment of our commu-
nity, society, and country. Without 
these changes we will keep going 
round in circles and go nowhere.”

Mupelwa said the necessary 
changes could only be brought 
about by voting for the revolution-
oriented Socialist Party, with Dr 
Fred M’membe as president.

Dennis Mutumba

SOCIALIST Party’s Mwembeshi 
constituency candidate Den-
nis Mutumba says “socialism is 
the answer to the longsuffering 
of the Mwembeshi constituency 
masses”.

He says he joined the par-
ty because of his passion 
to struggle for equity and a 
better Mwembeshi and Zambia.

“I love my country and want to 
represent the voiceless in my com-
munity to address the everyday 
challenges they face and bridge 
the gap between the haves and 
have nots,” he said.

“Our many struggles in 
Mwembeshi include, but are not 
limited to; bad roads and poor 
health and education facilities.  
We have high unemployment yet 
we have the biggest iron pyrite 
and copper mines as well vast 
unexplored mineral resources. 
“We want to change Mwembeshi 
constituency with the help of 
selfless leaders such as Dr Fred 
M’membe,” he said.

Faston Mwale

FASTON Mwale is parliamentary 
candidate for the Nkana constitu-
ency and says that being “born, 
bread and raised from a typical 
working-class family” led him to 
“search for egalitarian ideas of 
justice, equity and peace”.

After leaving Mukuba Second-
ary School, Mwale studied mar-
keting management and accoun-
tancy while working at various 
jobs and is now studying for a BA 
in development studies at Zambia 
Open University.

He says Nkana has suffered as 

a result of the “a leadership that 
is thoroughly disconnected from 
people’s daily struggles”. Main 
issues include erratic water sup-
plies, poor sanitation, access to 
education, and a denial of the tran-
scripts of school results because of 
the “ugly spectre” of school fees.

“Today, health, basic food, and 
decent shelter are far-fetched lux-
uries many cannot afford, yet our 
leaders and their business associ-
ates have accumulated massive 
wealth on the sweat, blood and 
tears of the toiling masses.

“The upcoming general elec-
tion presents an opportunity to 
elect a leadership that has consis-
tently fought on our side, a lead-
ership that is not driven by a lust 
for material wealth and prestige. I 
urge you all to vote for our very 
own Dr. Fred M’membe,” he said. 

Nicholas Mwansa

KAMFINSA constituency can-
didate Nicholas Mwansa says he 
went into politics so he could fight 
for better policies and wipe out 
casualisation in the mining labour 
market.

Raised in the copper-rich min-
ing district of Kitwe Wusakile, 
Mwansa said the employment 
hopes of many young people had 
been dashed with “the greedy cap-
italist system using technology for 
its own benefit”.

“People are living in primi-
tive environments in places like 
Mulenga and Zamtan compounds 
where there is no proper sanita-
tion,” he said. “There is no water 
network system, education is ex-
pensive and the majority of school 
leavers can’t afford to go to col-
lege.”

Mwansa attended Nkana pri-
mary, Rhokana basic, Samfya and 
Kwame Nkrumah Pvt schools as 
well as Commercial Studies Col-
lege. He has a diploma in busi-
ness management and industrial 
administration and a diploma in 
social work.

Doris Mweene

DORIS Mweene, parliamentary 
candidate for Chipata Central is 
into agribusiness and has also 
worked as a mechanic.

She says that, historically, there 
has been a tendency to focus on 
male politicians. 

“The political playing field is 
such that it leaves out women. 
However, women are challenged 
by issues ranging from bad roads, 
high illiteracy levels, and bad 
sanitation,” she said. “The So-

cialist Party has already demon-
strated its abilities to reach out 
to communities through the Fred 
M’membe literacy and agroecol-
ogy programmes. The leadership 
is also inclusive of young people 
and women.

“There is a need for realisation 
among the womenfolk that we are 
the only ones who can liberate 
ourselves. Let us learn to speak 
for ourselves and only then can we 
change things. Being lawmakers 
and taking part in political issues 
is the key.”

Mildred Ngambi

MUFULIRA-based Mildred 
Ngambi, parliamentary candidate 
for Kankoyo constituency, joined 
active politics after she was in-
spired by the Socialist Party’s pro-
poor programme in its manifesto, 
as well as its exceptional leader-
ship, passionate about justice, eq-
uity, and peace.

“There are high levels of un-
employment, and accessing clean 
drinking water is another chal-
lenge in my area,” she said.

“The Socialist Party, through its 
three key programmes in health, 
education, and agriculture, is com-
mitted to creating jobs, as well as 
ensuring access to quality clean 
water and sanitation that should 
benefit all Zambians.”

Ng’ambi attended Matero Pri-
mary School in Chingola, and 
undertook part of her primary and 
secondary education at Chalata 
Secondary School in Mkushi.

Mishack Njobo

MISHACK Njobo says he joined 
the Socialist Party because he 
wants to contribute to the work-
ing-class struggle for a more just, 
equitable and peaceful Zambia.

“I am committed to working 
with the communities in my con-
stituency to address the hardships 
they have faced since the 1990s,” 
he said.

“The road network is poor and 
the poorly constructed bridges 
are washed away by rains every 
year. Safe drinking water is also 
a challenge.

“The solution to these problems 
lies in the hands of the people 
themselves by exercising their 
right to vote wisely.

“The previous and current 
capitalists’ political parties have 
neglected Kasempa constituency 
because of their greed and selfish-
ness. 

“This is Zambians only chance 
to liberate themselves from the 

struggles they have faced since the 
1990s by going the socialist way, 
pioneered by incoming president 
Dr Fred M’membe.”

Womba Nkanza

WOMBA Nkanza, the candidate 
for Zambezi East constituency, is 
an activist and feminist who lives 
in Chitokoloki, North Western 
Province.

She said it was her belief that 
only the working class could liber-
ate the working class.

“Capitalists will never give us 
our freedom, we have to grab it 
through the ballot,” she said.

Key issues in the Zambezi con-
stituency included poverty, water 
supply and infrastructure.

“Accessibility to the basic 
things of life, such as education, 
health, and food, is a right and not 
a privilege,” she said. 

“We are mobilising and com-
ing up with community-based 
solutions. For example, we have 
developed village banking groups, 
are in the process of forming co-
operatives, and forming partner-
ships to run businesses.”

“Whatever we do, the commu-
nity has to buy into it as we are 
focusing on collective decision-
making and collective work,” she 
said.

Nkanza stressed that women 
should prioritise their iss1ues. “As 
women we have to lead.  We have 
to take politics as a right. We need 
to question everything, make in-
formed decisions and demand all 
that we are entitled to.”

Phillip Sakala

PHILLIP Sakala, parliamentary 
candidate for Petauke constituency, 
says he has “seen the light” in the 
revolution politics of socialism 
anchored on ending the degrada-
tion of human beings through pov-
erty, injustice, tribalism, and class.

“There is a need to invest in 
the people, expand literacy pro-
grammes, promote the use of or-
ganic fertiliser and ensure there 
are laws that protect and support 
justice, equity, and peace,” he 
said.

Augustine Salubeni

AUGSTINE Salubeni joined 
the Socialist Party because of its 
manifesto addressing the masses’ 
problems.

“I believe a better Zambia is at-
tainable if we truly embrace the 
Socialist Party’s values of hon-
esty, humility, equity and solidar-

ity,” he said. “The party’s focus 
on peasant agriculture, health and 
education is refreshing and I am 
excited and blessed to be part of 
this movement.

“The issue-based politics 
the party is advancing has truly 
changed the Zambian political 
landscape. Equally, the party pres-
ident has demonstrated knowl-
edge, deep commitment, wisdom 
and leadership that is inspiring.”

Salubeni said the people of 
Mufumbwe had suffered enough. 
“The schools are poorly equipped, 
there are few hospitals, clinics 
and no medicines. My constitu-
ency also has a poor road net-
work.  Day-to-day life is misery 
and struggle. The solution lies in 
our hands as a people and collec-
tive,” he said.

Bernadette Siabula

BERNADETTE Muzamba 
Siabula, parliamentary candi-
date for the Chifubu constitu-
ency, says she joined politics 
in order to contribute to real 
change in Zambia.

“There is a need to change the 
governance system from one root-
ed in corruption, greed, individu-
alism, and unbridled competition, 
to one that has a human face – the 
socialist system,” she said.

“We need change because we 
have struggled for years with a 
devastating capitalist system that 
has resulted in deepening unem-
ployment, poor infrastructure and 
road networks, and an inadequate 
education system. The party is 
also committed to women’s par-
ticipation in Zambia’s develop-
ment.”  Siabula attended primary 
and secondary schools in Ndola, 
later pursuing a primary school 
diploma in teaching in Kitwe. She 
has taught at a number of schools 
and is currently with iDream com-
munity school in Masaiti. 

Flannel Sichilima

CHINGOLA constituency can-
didate Flannel Sichilima says he 
joined the socialist revolutionary 
movement because he is con-
vinced it is the only system that 
can liberate the people of Chin-
gola from their problems.

“The hopelessness in the eyes 
of abandoned youths who just 
drink beer from dawn to sunset 
as a result of unemployment, and 
the plight of patients at Chawama 
Hospital, are devastating,” he 
said.

“The lack of drugs and basic 
facilities has left many Chingola 

residents in a desperate condi-
tion. Another problem they face 
is the water and sewer network.” 
Sicilimia went to Chabanyama and 
Kalilo primary schools, attended 
junior secondary at Kabundi High 
School, and senior classes at Roan 
Antelope Secondary School and 
Chingola High School. He took an 
auto mechanics course at Kabwe 
Trades where he gained a City and 
Guilds Certificate.

Margaret Sikalonzo

MARGARET Sikalonzo, parlia-
mentary candidate for Luanshya 
constituency, wants to see a trans-
formed Zambia, starting with her 
own community.

“In Bemba we say, ‘akachila 
kambushi kasengula epokekele’, 
meaning change must start where I 
am, within, and spread all around,” 
Sikalonzo said.

“I joined politics under the So-
ciality Party because of its core 
values pointing us to justice, 
equity, and peace, and for its ac-
commodative nature inclusive of 
women and youth that allows us 
more space and a sense of belong-
ing. I envision free and quality ed-
ucation, healthcare, and a Zambia 
where women will no longer have 
to walk long distances to access 
healthcare and give birth. Also a 
Luanshya with proper roads and 
jobs for all, particularly young 
people.” Sikalonzo attended Balu-
ba basic and Luanshya girls’ sec-
ondary schools, going on to study 
for an ICT at Zambia College of 
Distance Education.

Kepson Zimba

KEPSON Zimba, parliamentary 
candidate for the Kabushi constit-
uency, is a student at the National 
Institute of Business Administra-
tion and says he went into politics 
to make a difference to people’s 
lives and work with the commu-
nity in Kabushi to end their suf-
fering. 

“I want to serve and speak for 
the oppressed, less privileged in 
society, and be the voice of the 
voiceless,” he said, adding that 
priority would be given to ad-
dressing water, sanitation, and the 
high level of poverty.

“We have finally found the 
party of the people by the people,” 
he said. “The Socialist Party is our 
only hope as it has a solution to 
the challenges we are facing as a 
country and constituency. Dr Fred 
M’membe has the solution and 
lets us join hands to achieve our 
revolution.”

Siame Mupelwa Mildred N’gambi Kepson Zimba Jeff Chabala Siame Humphrey Flannel Sichilima Ambassador
Malulungisha
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Janet Sombo Handson Sialngu Mwenda Kulilisa Edina Kantana Nicholas Mwansa Phillip Sakala Bernadette Siabula Mwisiya Imbula



not eroded US power. This is why 
our dossier is titled Twilight. We 
are in the midst of a process of the 
whittling down of US authority, but 
not of the loss of US power.

During the last two decades, 
China has developed its scientific 
and technological prowess, which 
has resulted in rapid advances for 
China’s development. Over the 
past few years, Chinese scientists 
have published more peer-re-
viewed papers than scientists from 
elsewhere, and Chinese scientists 
and firms have registered more 
patents than scientists and firms 
from elsewhere. As a consequence 
of these intellectual developments, 
China’s firms have made key tech-
nological breakthroughs, such as in 
solar power, robotics, and telecom-
munications.

A high savings rate by the popu-
lation has enabled the Chinese 
state and private Chinese capital 
to make considerable investments 
in manufacturing and this has pro-
pelled China’s high-tech industries, 
which have seriously threatened 
Silicon Valley firms. It is this chal-
lenge, we argue in this dossier, that 
has provoked the US ruling class 
to instigate a dangerous confronta-
tion against China; Obama’s “pivot 
to Asia” and Trump’s “trade war” 
have both had a military compo-
nent, which includes the deploy-
ment of tactical nuclear warheads 
into the waters around Asia.

Rather than tackle the great so-
cial and economic challenges with-
in the US, its ruling class has taken 
refuge in anti-Chinese rhetoric. 
Why is the employment situation 
so bad in the US, the people ask? 
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GLOBAL VIEW 

CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis out-
side the country is produced by 
mainstream media from the glob-
al north. To provide access to 
Chinese perspectives, the Dong 
Feng Collective – researchers 
from various countries – offers a 
China digest of news. This is an 
edited selection.

Trade surplus up
CHINA’S trade surplus with the US 
grew 7.14%, reaching US$316.91 
billion in 2020. Bilateral trade grew 
despite the Washington-imposed 
trade war and sanctions, with Chi-
na exporting US$451.8 billion to 
the US (+7.9%) and importing US 
$134.9 billion (+9.8%). Chinese for-
eign trade hit a historic record (US 
$4.65 trillion).     

South China Morning Post

Post-pandemic aid
FOREIGN Minister Wang Yi has 
reaffired cooperation in trade, infra-
structure and vaccines to fuel post-
pandemic recovery on a Southeast 
Asian visit. In the Philippines, Wang 
Yi announced infrastructure funding 
(US$1.34 billion), grants (US$77 
million) and vaccine donations 
(500,000 doses).              

South China Morning Post

Free vaccines offer
CHINA is to offer free COVID-19 
vaccines to the whole population, 
beginning with 50 million people by 
Spring Festival travel season. Over 
nine million people from high-risk 
groups have been vaccinated, in-
cluding one million in Beijing and 
nearly 140,000 in neighboring virus-
hit Hebei province.

Global Times

GDP increases 2.3%
OVERCOMING the pandemic, 
China was the only major economy 
to grow in 2020 with GDP increas-
ing 2.3% (to US$15.45 trillion).
Recovery was driven by a 4% in-
crease in exports (US$2.77 trillion) 
and 2.9% infrastructure investments 
(US$8.0 trillion), but domestic 
consumption (US$6.16 trillion) 
dropped 3.9%; the economy grew 
6.5% in the last quarter.           

Bloomberg

CO2 scheme launch
CHINA has launched a national 
carbon-trading scheme to offset 
CO2 emissions as part of efforts to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2060.
Pilot guidelines will apply to 2,225 
power companies emitting over 
26,000 tons of CO2 equivalent, 
and transgressors will be fined US 
$3,100-4,650.

 Global Times

African ties deepen
FIVE African nations have deep-
ened bilateral cooperation with Chi-
na. DRC and Botswana have joined 
the Belt and Road Initiative (total-
ling 46 African partners), a Tanza-
nian rail contract (US$1.3 billion) 
was awarded to Chinese firms, and 
Seychelles received 50,000 Sino-
pharm vaccine doses. 

China Briefing

Russian partnership
RUSSIA and China are expanding 
energy partnership in coal, petro-
chemicals and gas amid political 
tensions with US, Europe and Aus-
tralia. New joint ventures will see 
30 million tons of Russian coal ex-
ported to China in 2023, replacing 
Australian (25% of 2019 imports) 
and US coal; Presidents Xi and Pu-
tin aim to double their bilateral trade 
to US $200 billion by 2024.

Nikkei Asia

United States: the country 
‘where liberty is a statue’
‘It has no 
moral right to 
punish another 
nation under 
the guise of 
upholding
democracy’
Vijay Prashad

ON JANUARY 6, the world 
witnessed an interesting spec-
tacle, an assortment of what 
appeared to be characters 
from fantasy television shows 
taking possession of the US 
Capitol, where the legislature 
sits.

Despite spending more than 
US$1 trillion on its military, in-
telligence services, and police, 
the United States government 
found itself overrun by a horde 
of Donald Trump’s supporters.

They came without any precise 
programme and were not able to 
elicit a serious revolt around the 
country. What they showed clear-
ly is that there is a serious divide 
in the US, which weakens the abil-
ity of the US elites to exercise their 
domination over the world.

Around the world, people gaped 
at the bizarre pageant of Trump’s 
army running riot in the chambers 
of the body that calls itself the 
“world’s oldest democracy”. With 
precision, Zimbabwe’s President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa sent out 
a tweet that tied the US economic 
sanctions against his country to 
the chaos in Washington, DC. The 
events at the Capitol, he wrote 
on January 7, “showed that the 
US has no moral right to punish 
another nation under the guise of 
upholding democracy. These sanc-
tions must end”.

Venezuela
The government of Venezu-

ela offered its concern about the 
“political polarisation and the spi-
ral of violence” and explained that 
the United States now experiences 
“what it has generated in other 
countries with its policies of ag-
gression”.

President Mnangagwa’s use of 
the term “moral right” has echoed 
across the world: how can a society 
that faces such a severe challenge 
to its own political institutions feel 
that it has the right to “promote” 
democracy in other countries, us-
ing the various instruments of hy-
brid war?

The United States, like other 
capitalist democracies, has strug-
gled with insurmountable chal-
lenges to its economy and society, 
with high rates of wealth inequal-
ity crushed by large-scale precarity 
and income deflation.

Between 1990 and 2020, US bil-
lionaires saw their wealth increase 
by 1,130 percent, while median 
wealth in the US increased by only 
5.37 percent.

Exits from this social and eco-
nomic crisis are simply not avail-

able to the US ruling class, which 
seems not to care about the great 
dilemmas of its own population 
and of the world. An example of 
this is the meagre income support 
provided during the pandemic, 
while the government hastens to 
protect the value of the wealth of 
the small minority that holds an ob-
scene share of national wealth and 
income.

Rather than seek a solution to the 
economic and social crisis – which 
it cannot solve – the US ruling class 
projects its problem as one of po-
litical legitimacy.

There is now a false sense that 
the main problem in the United 
States is posed by Donald Trump 
and his rag-tag army, but Trump is 
merely the symptom of the prob-
lem, not its cause. The constituency 
that he has assembled will remain 
intact and will continue to flourish 
as long as the social and economic 
crisis spirals further out of control.

Large swathes of the US elite 
have rallied around Joe Biden, 
hoping that he, as a representative 
of stability, will be able to maintain 
order and restore the legitimacy of 
the United States. Their view is that 
the US is currently facing a crisis 
of political legitimacy and not a so-
cio-economic crisis for which they 
have no answers.

The January dossier from Tri-
continental: Institute for Social 
Research, Twilight: The Erosion 
of US Control and the Multipolar 
Future, broaches the question of the 
decline of US authority.

Since the US war on Iraq (2003) 
and the credit crisis (2010), there 
has been the anticipation of the de-
cline of the power of the US and its 
project. At the same time, the US 
continues to exert immense power 
through its military superiority, its 
control over large sections of the 
financial and trade system (the 
Dollar-Wall Street Complex), and 
its command over information net-
works.

Since the late 1940s, the US has 
declared that anything “less than 
preponderant power would be to 
opt for defeat”. This political aim 
has been repeated in each National 
Security Strategy of the US gov-
ernment. The socio-economic cri-
sis over the past two decades has 
weakened US authority, but it has 

Because of China, say the elites, 
whether those who support Trump 
or those who look back nostalgi-
cally to Obama.

Why did COVID-19 create such 
havoc in the US, which continues 
to have the highest death toll in 
the world? Because of China, says 
Trump. Biden, in a softer way, 
makes similar noises. The general 
orientation of the US ruling class is 
to blame China for every problem 
within the United States, to make 
China’s rise the excuse for any fail-
ure in the US.

Trump used the Obama-era Quad 
(Australia, India, Japan, and the 
United States) against China, while 
Biden promises to build a wider 
“coalition of democracies” (the 
Quad plus Europe) against China. 
Regardless of which fragment of 
the US ruling class governs the 
country, these leaders will seek to 
shift all responsibility for their fail-
ures onto China. This is a cynical 
and dangerous strategy because, as 
we point out in the dossier, the US 
elites well know that China’s eco-
nomic development poses a serious 
challenge to the US, but that China 
does not have any military or any 
significant political ambitions to 
dominate the world. The US ruling 
class, however, is willing to risk a 
cataclysmic war to protect its pre-
ponderant power.

In 1972, when the socialist gov-
ernment of Salvador Allende in 
Chile came under murderous pres-
sure from the US, the poet Nicanor 
Parra wrote: United States: the 
country where liberty is a statue.

A year later, the US government 
told General Augusto Pinochet to 
leave the barracks, overthrow Al-
lende’s government, and inaugu-
rate a dictatorship that would last 
for 17 years. Three years before the 
coup took place, the CIA’s director 
of plans wrote, “It is firm and con-
tinuing policy that Allende be over-
thrown by a coup. It is imperative 
that these actions be implemented 
clandestinely and securely so that 
the [United States government] and 
[the] American hand be well hid-
den”. This policy of making sure 
that the “American hand be well 
hidden” is part of the hybrid war 
techniques.

Brave women and men fought 
and died to overthrow the Pinochet 

dictatorship. Among them were 
people like Ricardo Silva Soto, 
a young man who liked to play 
football and enjoyed his studies at 
the Faculty of Chemical Sciences 
and Pharmacy at the University of 
Chile. He joined the Communist 
Party of Chile’s Manuel Rodríguez 
Patriotic Front (FPMR), which op-
erated against the tentacles of the 
dictatorship.

In June 1987, Silva Soto and 
others were killed in cold blood 
in Operation Albania. The Chilean 
Human Rights Commission and 
Vicaría de la Solidaridad found that 
no bullets had been fired from in-
side their safe house at 582 Pedro 
Donoso Street in Santiago. The 
bullets were fired at close range at 
the militants. In Recoleta, there is 
a people’s pharmacy named after 
Silva Soto. It was opened in 2015 
by the mayor Daniel Jadue, who 
is now a candidate for the Chilean 
presidency.

 

Survive
The creation of this pharmacy 

led to the establishment of the 
Chilean Association of Popular 
Pharmacies (ACHIFARP) and to 
the opening in 94 municipalities 
across Chile of such establish-
ments, which have played a key 
role in the fight against COVID-19. 
Ricardo Silva Soto was killed to 
stop the world from breathing; his 
name now sits atop a process that 
helps the world survive.

The global reaction to the events 
of January 6 shows that the author-
ity of the United States is greatly 
dented. Biden will use any method 
– including hybrid war – to revive 
this authority. But it is unlikely to 
succeed.

Parra’s poem was written in 
1972 with bitter irony; today, due 
to the worldwide interest in Black 
Lives Matter and the public ap-
pearance of the white supremacist 
Trump-supporting hordes, Parra’s 
statement is seen to be a descrip-
tion of reality.

The US has considerable re-
sources to reassert its authority. 
The struggles ahead – in the name 
of people like Ricardo Silva Soto – 
will be difficult and perilous. But, 
for the sake of humanity, these 
struggles are essential.

Tricontinental

‘Rather than tackle
the great social 

and economic 
challenges within the 
US, its ruling class 
has taken refuge 
in anti-Chinese 
rhetoric. Why is the 
employment sitation 
so bad, the people 
ask? Because of 
China, say the elites

‘A bizarre pageant’ . . . former President Trump’s populist rag tag army attempting to take possession of the US Capitol building
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TOWARDS the end of No-
vember, United Nations 
Secretary General António 
Guterres addressed the Ger-
man Bundestag to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the 
United Nations.

At the heart of the UN is 
its Charter, the treaty that binds 
nations together in a global 
project, which has now been 
ratified by all 193 member na-
tions of the UN.

It is well worth reiterating the 
four main goals of the UN Charter, 
since most of these have slipped 
from public consciousness:
l To prevent the “scourge of war”.
l  To “reaffirm faith in fundamen-
tal human rights, in the dignity and 
worth of the human person”.
l  To maintain the integrity of in-
ternational law.
l  To “promote social progress and 
better standards of life” as a means 
to enlarge the experience of free-
dom.

Guterres pointed out that the 
avenues to realise the aims of the 
Charter are being closed off, not 
only by the neofascists, whom he 
euphemistically calls “populist ap-
proaches”, but also by the worst 
kind of imperialism, as illustrated 
by the “vaccine nationalism”, driv-
en by countries such as the United 
States of America.

“It is clear,” Guterres said, “that 
the way to win the future is through 
an openness to the world” and not 
by a “closing of minds”.

At Tricontinental: Institute for 
Social Research, we take the UN 
Charter as the foundation of our 
work. To advance its goals is an 
essential step for the construction 
of humanity, which is a concept of 
aspiration rather than a concept of 
fact; we are not yet human beings, 
but we strive to become human.

Imagine if we lived in a world 
without war and with respect for 
international law, if we lived in a 
world that honoured fundamental 
human rights and tried to promote 
the widest social progress. This 
would a be a world where the pro-
ductive resources would no longer 
be used for military hardware but 
would be used to end hunger, end 
illiteracy, end poverty, end home-
lessness, to end, in other words, the 
structural features of indignity.

In 2019, the world’s na-
tions spent nearly US$2 trillion on 
weaponry, while the world’s richest 
people hid US$36 trillion in illicit 
tax havens. It would take a fraction 
of this money to eradicate hunger, 
with estimates ranging from US$7 
billion to US$265 billion per year. 
Comparable amounts of money are 
needed to finance comprehensive 
public education and universal pri-
mary healthcare.

Productive resources have been 
hijacked by the wealthy, who then 
use their financial power to ensure 
that central banks keep inflation 
down rather than pursue policies 

towards full employment. It’s a 
racket, if you look at it closely.

Two new World Bank studies 
show that, because of a lack of re-
sources and imagination during this 
pandemic, an additional 72 mil-
lion primary school-aged children 
will slip into “learning poverty”, a 
term that refers to the inability to 
read and comprehend simple texts 
by the age of ten.

A UNICEF study shows that in 
sub-Saharan Africa, an additional 
50 million people have moved into 
extreme poverty during the pan-
demic, most of whom are children; 
280 million of sub-Saharan Af-
rica’s 550 million children struggle 
with food insecurity, while learning 
has completely stopped for mil-
lions of children who are “unlikely 
to ever return to the classroom”.

The gap between the plight of 
the billions who struggle to survive 
and the extravagances of the very 
few is stark. The UBS report on 
wealth bears an awkward title: Rid-
ing the Storm.

Market turbulence accelerates 
diverging fortunes. The world’s 
2,189 billionaires seemed to have 
ridden the storm of the pandemic 
to their great advantage, with their 
wealth at a record high of US$10.2 
trillion as of July 2020 (up from 
US$8.0 trillion in April). The most 
vulgar number was that their wealth 
increased by a quarter (27.5 per-
cent) from April to July during the 
Great Lockdown. This came when 
billions of people in the capitalist 
world were newly unemployed, 
struggling to survive on very mod-
est relief from governments, their 
lives turned upside down.

 Our most recent study, Coro-
naShock and Patriarchy, should be 
compulsory reading, it provides a 
sharp assessment of the social – and 
gendered – impact of CoronaShock. 
Our team was motivated by the 
acute state of deprivation in which 
billions of people find themselves 
and how that deprivation morphs 
basic social bonds towards the hy-
per-exploitation and oppression of 
specific parts of the population.

The report closes with an 
18-point list of demands that are 
a guide for our struggles ahead. 
We make the case that the capital-
ist states are controlled by elites 
who are unable to solve the basic 
problems of our time, such as un-
employment, hunger, patriarchal 
violence, and the under apprecia-
tion, precarity, and invisibility of 

social reproduction work. The texts 
that we published this year – from 
our red alerts on the coronavirus to 
the studies on CoronaShock – seek 
to orient us towards a rational as-
sessment of these rapid develop-

The future is created by 
struggles in the present
And the way to win it is ‘through an openness to the world’

ments, rooted in the world-view of 
our mass movements of workers, 
peasants, and the oppressed.

We took seriously the view of 
the World Health Organisation to 
ground our studies in “solidarity, 
not stigma”. Based on the startling-
ly low numbers of infections and 
deaths in countries with a social-
ist government, from Vietnam to 
Cuba, we studied why these gov-
ernments were better able to handle 
the pandemic. We understood that 
this was because they took a scien-
tific attitude towards the virus, they 
had a public sector to turn to for the 
production of necessary equipment 
and medicines, they were able to 
rely upon a practice of public action 
which brought organised groups of 
people together to provide relief to 
each other, and they took an inter-

nationalist – rather than a racist – 
approach to the virus which includ-
ed sharing information, goods, and 
– in the case of China and Cuba – 
medical personnel. Because of this, 
we – alongside other organisations 
– have joined the campaign for the 
Nobel Prize for Peace to be given 
to the Cuban doctors.

We have assembled a remark-
able archive of material on Coro-
naShock and on the world that it 
has begun to produce. This includes 
a provisional ten-point agenda for a 
post-COVID world, a paper first 
delivered at a High-Level Confer-
ence on the Post-Pandemic Econ-
omy, organised by the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America. This year we will release 
a fuller document on the world af-
ter Corona.

At Tricontinental: Institute 
for Social Research, we harbour 
dreams of a better life. We want to 
peer over the horizon to see what 
kind of society human beings are 
building now that suggests the pos-
sibilities of a post-capitalist, non-
antagonistic life.

For us, this new horizon is not 
something that awaits us, fully 
formed, in the future, it is created 
in the present by the struggles of 
the working class and the peasantry 
against great material deprivation 
and by the dreams of a world out-
side this life of indignity and want. 
The future, we believe, will only 
contain what we put into it now.

Tricontinental

We harbour
dreams of a better 

life. We want to peer 
over the horizon 
to see what kind 
of society human 
beings are building 
now that suggests 
the possibilities of a 
post-capitalist, non-
antagonistic life

‘

l The CoronaShock studies can 
be read online at www.thetriconti-
nental.org

Vijay Prashad

Top left: CoronaShock – A Virus and the World, cover image by Vikas Thakur (India). Right: Image 
in homage of Bolivian people’s resistance by Tings Chak (China). Above: CoronaShock report 
number three, cover art

Guterres: science is succeeding but solidarity is failing
UNITED Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
has called for “far greater solidarity” following the two 
millionth death in the COVID-19 pandemic.

“In the memory of those two million souls, the world 
must act with far greater solidarity. Now is the time,” the 
UN chief said in a video message, highlighting the fact 
that “our world has reached a heart-wrenching milestone: 
the COVID-19 pandemic has now claimed two million 
lives”.

“Behind this staggering number are names and faces: 
the smile now only a memory, the seat forever empty at 
the dinner table, the room that echoes with the silence of 
a loved one,” the secretary-general said emotionally.

“Sadly, the deadly impact of the pandemic has been 
made worse by the absence of a global coordinated ef-
fort,” he said.

Guterres stressed that safe, effective COVID-19 vac-
cines are being rolled out, and the UN is supporting coun-
tries to mobilise the largest global immunisation effort in 
history. “We are committed to making sure that vaccines 
are seen as global public goods – people’s vaccines.

“That requires full funding for the Access to COVID-19 
Tools Accelerator and its COVAX facility, which is dedi-
cated to making vaccines available and affordable to all,” 
the secretary-general said.

He said the world’s leading economies had “a spe-
cial responsibility, yet today we are seeing a vaccine 
vacuum.”

“Vaccines are reaching high income countries quickly, 
while the world’s poorest have none at all. Science is 
succeeding, but solidarity is failing,” he warned. “Some 
countries are pursuing side deals, even procuring be-
yond need.”

Urgent
Guterres said that, while governments had a responsi-

bility to protect their populations, “vaccinationalism” was 
self-defeating and would delay global recovery.

“COVID-19 cannot be beaten one country at a time. 
We need manufacturers to step up their commitment to 
work with the COVAX facility and countries around the 

world to ensure enough supply and fair distribution,” the 
secretary-general said.

“We need countries to commit now to sharing excess 
doses of vaccines. This would help vaccinate all health-
care workers around the world on an urgent basis and 
protect health systems from collapse. Others on the 
frontline, including humanitarian workers and high-risk 
populations, must be prioritised.

“To gain public trust, we must boost vaccine con-
fidence and knowledge with effective communication 
grounded in facts,” Guterres said.

“As the science continues to blaze new trails of hope, 
let’s also remember the simple and proven steps we can 
all take to keep each other safe; wearing masks, physical 
distancing, and avoiding crowds,” he added.

The secretary-general stressed that “our world can 
only get ahead of this virus one way – together”.

“Global solidarity will save lives, protect people and 
help defeat this vicious virus,” he said.

Xinhua
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IN DECEMBER, a 12-year-old 
girl who had been sexually 
assaulted gave birth to twins 
after being denied the right to an 
abortion in Argentina.

Even though federal law 
granted exceptions in the case 
of rape, authorities were ac-
cused of deliberately delaying 
action on the child’s pregnancy 
until she was too far along for 
the procedure to be adminis-
tered. 

Tragically, this is the reality 
when abortion is not legal. Each 
year, in Argentina, approximate-
ly 38,000 women are hospital-
ised because of dangerous, 
clandestine terminations. More 
than 3,000 women have died 
as a result since 1983. These 
inhumane circumstances led to 
mass movements for reproduc-
tive rights and the eventual 
legalisation of abortion.

Just weeks after the twins’ 
birth, Argentina’s safe abor-
tion law passed in the senate. 
The bill permits free and safe 

abortions up to 14 weeks of 
pregnancy, an enormous gain 
for a population that previously 
subjected to criminal charges. 
While there had been excep-
tions in the case of rape and the 
endangerment of the mother’s 
life, implementation of the 
exception had been dangerously 
inefficient. 

The bill also calls for a “thou-
sand days of responsibility”, 
during which the government is 
responsible for providing sup-
port to poor women who decide 
to carry a pregnancy to full term 
but do not have enough money 
to support the child. 

This progressive legislation 
makes Argentina the largest 
country to legalise abortion in 
Latin America, sending ripples 
throughout the continent. 
Colombia, Chile, and Mexico are 
now expected to see growing 
demand for access to abortions.

Argentina has been a leader 
in the adoption of feminist re-
forms. In 1991, the country was 
the first in the region to pass a 
law to have women in parlia-
ment, guaranteeing that women 

would fill at least one-third of 
the positions in congress. Soon 
after, the surrounding countries 
implemented similar initiatives. 
In 2010, Argentina was the first 
to approve same-sex marriage, 
followed by Brazil, Colombia, 
Ecuador, and Uruguay. In 2012, 
they became the first to approve 
a law that allowed people to 
change their official gender 
identity without medical inter-
vention.

This victory comes from 

grassroots organisers’ political 
power, largely working-class 
women and people who have 
dedicated the last few years of 
their life to marches, campaigns, 
online agitation and mass dis-
cussions surrounding the pro-
choice movement. Thousands of 
people gathered the night of the 
decision in a green wave that 
came to represent the reproduc-
tive justice movement. There 
were tears of joy by activists 
who watched as their work came 

to fruition and tears of sadness 
for all those who suffered and 
lost their lives in the decades 
prior. 

Though the bill was vehe-
mently opposed by the Catholic 
Church, evangelical churches, 
and the Pope, working-class 
Argentinian women’s efforts 
outweighed those of powerful 
religious institutions. While a 
legalisation bill failed in 2018, 
the mobilisation of women since 
then has influenced the presi-
dent and the state to implement 
this reform.

The Ni Una Menos (Not One 
Woman Fewer) movement, 
which originated in 2015 to 
protest violence against women, 
made abortion rights one of its 
primary goals.

This widely popular move-
ment helped to sway public 
opinion, not only about abortion, 
but gave much-needed visibility 
to the many horrific manifesta-
tions of misogyny present in 
Argentina. Its feminist message 
eventually spread across the 
region, a testament to the power 
of marginalised people speaking 

out and organising. Access to 
abortion is not a struggle over 
ethics, morality or religion. It is a 
struggle for public health. With-
out access to this medical proce-
dure, women will continue to 
either die from the performance 
of unsafe abortions or experi-
ence the physical and emotional 
trauma of a birth that they were 
forced to have.

The ability to terminate an 
unwanted pregnancy is a vital 
component of the liberation 
of women and strides to make 
abortion free and readily avail-
able everywhere is a necessity.

Any reactionary legislation 
that attempts to determine the 
conditions under which women 
give birth and raise children 
is designed to strip them of 
their ability to make decisions 
about the most intimate parts 
of their lives and should be 
fought against as part of a larger 
struggle against the oppression 
of the working class.

Through this struggle, Argen-
tinian women have paved the 
way for a safer future for all.

Liberation

Alexis Moncada

Argentina’s safe abortion law is a working-class victory

The victory is the result of grassroots organisers’ political power

All change 
in Cuba as 
economy is
revamped
Dual currency eliminated in
bid to create greater wealth 

higher retail and wholesale prices, 
including for goods, services and 
utility rates, due to devaluation of 
the peso and as a truer reflection of 
costs, to ensure financial stability.

A return to one currency and 
unified exchange rate of the Cuban 
national peso will favour national 
production over imports, especially 
since imports will become more 
expensive. But certain imports, like 
fuel for electricity and transport, 
cannot be replaced with sufficient 
national production, and that’s 
why electricity rates have been in-
creased for the public.

The complexity of the plan – in 
the midst of constant recalculations 
of the damage done to the economy 
by the blockade – requires a care-
ful balance between raising salaries 
and prices without causing infla-
tion, and motivating the workforce 
with higher salaries to then gener-
ate enough production, wealth and 
development. It is a great challenge 
with the lack of spare parts and raw 
materials. 

The plan offers favourable terms 
to foreign investors, like majority 
participation in tourism, biotech-
nology and wholesale trade, but not 
in mining and public service. 

The ordering concept was first 
floated more than 10 years ago, 
when the 2008 world economic 
recession slammed Cuba with the 
drop in international prices of met-
als commodities and the sudden 
rise in foodstuffs. Cuba’s noted 
nickel ore export revenue – half the 
country’s foreign income – dropped 
sharply when the US$52,000 price 
per ton fell to between US$9,000 

and US$10,000. Essential foods 
that Cuba imports jumped in price. 

Beginning in 2008, the govern-
ment embarked on an expansion 
of measures that were first intro-
duced in the 1990s to overcome 
the economic crisis caused by the 
disappearance of the Soviet Union 
and Eastern European socialist 
camp. That economic plan dur-
ing the “special period” – of using 
capitalist-style measures to bring 
in foreign investment, developing 
international tourism as a source of 
income, and more – was accurately 
described as “saving the social-
ist gains of the revolution”, free 
healthcare and education. The plan 
was debated, discussed in more 
than 86,000 workplace meetings, 
and ratified by the people.

To overcome the new challenges 
in 2008, Cuba greatly expanded 
on the 1990s strategy, with more 
than 610,000 workers in non-state 
employment, decentralisation of 
services, import substitution, and 
more land distribution to farmers 
for more food production.

The elephant in the room was 
the heavily subsidised benefits 
and gratuities that all Cubans had 
come to rely on for decades, like 
the food-ration system. They be-
came an unsustainable burden in 
a blockaded country of limited 
resources. Besides costing tens of 
billions of pesos per year to main-
tain, subsidies were and still are 
granted to every Cuban, even to 
tens of thousands who make a high 
enough income, or the estimated 
189,000 adults of working age who 
in 2008 neither worked nor studied 

or contributed to the economy, but 
still received the benefits. 

At that time the rationing and 
other subsidies could not be ended 
until a more equitable and sustain-
able economic plan could be de-
veloped. Unless a comprehensive 
strategy was available to tackle all 
the economic factors, the idea of 
eliminating subsidies and gratuities 
for all Cubans could not be consid-
ered. Until now.

Under the new “Ordering Task”, 
the new minimum wage for state 
workers is 2,100 pesos a month, 
up from 400 pesos as of  December 
23. Researchers have calculated 
that the level needed to guarantee 
needs, including a diet of 2,100 cal-
ories  – “la canasta” or basic basket 
– is 1,528 pesos.

Under Cuba’s socialism, income 
is more than a monthly salary. Vital 
benefits like healthcare and educa-
tion are free and accessible to all. 
The vast majority of Cubans own 
their homes and none are under 

threat of eviction, as landlordism 
was done away within the first two 
years of the Revolution.

Cuba’s economy has been bat-
tered by Trump’s tightening of 
the genocidal US blockade – cut-
ting flights to Cuba, blocking 
Venezuela’s oil deliveries, even 
prohibiting sales of ventilators to 
treat COVID-19 patients. In an 
added blow, in November the US 
Treasury Department banned all 
remittances from Cubans living 
in the US to their families in Cuba 
– almost US$1.5 billion sent by 
700,000 people last year. The dam-
age caused by the blockade for the 
last year alone is US$5.5 billion.

Compounding the blockade’s 
damaging effect is the COVID-19 
virus, impacting international tour-
ism and foreign trade. In 2019, 4.2 
million tourists visited Cuba. In 
April last year, it dropped to zero, 
when the government moved to 
protect its population and closed 
the borders. Without tourism, vast 

numbers of Cubans who depend 
on the industry; hotels, restau-
rants, taxis and other transport, 
room rentals, artisanry, museums, 
and entertainment, have seen their 
livelihoods disappear.  With the 
pandemic’s onset, workers got one 
month’s full month’s salary during 
the lockdown, and 60 percent in re-
maining months, but the economic 
hardship of the pandemic remains.

In December, Alejandro Gil 
Fernández, vice prime minister and 
head of economy and planning, an-
nounced that Cuba’s GDP shrank 
11 percent in 2020 due to the tour-
ism shutdown, a drop in foreign 
trade, and the health costs of man-
aging the COVID crisis. 

An overriding concern amidst 
the currency restructuring is the 
speculative prices some non-state 
vendors are charging, especially 
for agricultural goods, in farmers’ 
markets, and by cart sellers. 

People are encouraged to report 
the price gouging to local authori-
ties. Violators who go beyond the 
norms set are being fined. It is not 
a new phenomenon, and is related 
to the low supply of food and other 
goods. There are long lines due to 
the resulting shortages exacerbat-
ed by the pandemic and Trump’s 
blockade measures. The key is 
more production. 

Marino Murillo Jorge, head of 
the Commission for Implemen-
tation and Development of the 
Guidelines, and a member of the 
Political Bureau of Cuba’s Com-
munist Party, says: “The issue is to 
achieve discipline. There is indis-
cipline of pricing everywhere, be-
cause of the phenomenon of a sup-
ply shortage. We have to resolutely 
face indiscipline and 1speculative 
prices and be able to stay within 
what is established here. We must 
declare an all-out war on abusive 
and speculative prices.”

On income and prices, Murillo 
emphasised: “The big problem is 
that more wealth cannot be dis-
tributed until it is created. And we 
spent several years studying how 
to break this cycle, because there 
was a debt with the population, es-
pecially with workers in the state 
sector due to insufficient wages.
But the reality is that the wealth has 
not grown yet.”

Challenges remain as the new 
monetary and economic tasks un-
fold. There will be monitoring, 
analysis, and adjustments to the 
policy. But one thing is certain. 
The Revolution that triumphed 62 
years ago shows that only social-
ism gives the people true power to 
organise, overcome and win.

Liberation

ON JANUARY 1 – the 62nd 
anniversary of Cuba’s revolu-
tionary victory – the govern-
ment implemented a sweeping 
reorganisation of the monetary 
system to promote more effi-
ciency and greater production.

It comes at a crucial time 
when the US blockade and im-
pact of COVID-19 are creating 
deeper difficulties for the Cu-
ban people.

Cuba’s socialist system enabled 
the people and government to 
weather the storm of 2020 and save 
lives in a way that US capitalism 
could not and did not do.

The most telling example is 
Cuba’s unified effort to overcome 
COVID. Only 145 people have 
died from the virus, just 1.2 percent 
of the per capita COVID death rate 
in the US. And Cuba’s outstanding 
internationalist medical workers 
went to dozens of countries to help 
beleaguered people.

The “Economic Ordering Task”, 
approved by the National Assem-
bly of People’s Power with 110 
resolutions and detailed in 1,021 
pages, was published on December 
10 in Cuba’s Official Gazette. 

The central feature of the mon-
etary overhaul is the elimination 
of the dual-currency model that 
has been active for years. The plan 
includes a significant and much-
needed increase for all state work-
ers’ incomes and retirees’ pensions. 
At the same time, it establishes 

Gloria La Riva

Cuba’s medical workers at the COVID-19 global frontline and, below, the old and new currencies
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Robust internationalism is vital
to face ‘the perils of extinction’ 
Nuclear annihilation, climate catastrophe and neoliberalism the main threats

LARGE parts of the world 
– outside of China and a 
few other countries – face 
a runaway virus, which has 
not been stopped because of 
criminal incompetence by 
governments. That these gov-
ernments in wealthy coun-
tries cynically set aside the 
basic scientific protocols re-
leased by the World Health 
Organisation and by scientific 
organisations reveals their 
malicious practice.

Anything less than focusing 
attention to managing the virus 
by testing, contact tracing, and 
isolation – and if this does not 
suffice, then imposing a tempo-
rary lockdown – is foolhardy.

It is equally distressing that 
these richer countries have pursued 
a policy of “vaccine nationalism” 
by stockpiling vaccine candidates 
rather than a policy for the creation 
of a “people’s vaccine”. For the 
sake of humanity, it would be pru-
dent to suspend intellectual prop-
erty rules and develop a procedure 
to create universal vaccines for all 
people.

Midnight

Although the pandemic is the 
principal issue on all of our minds, 
other major issues threaten the 
longevity of our species and of 
our planet. These include: Nuclear 
annihilation – In January 2020, 
the Bulletin of the Atomic Scien-
tists set the 2020 Doomsday Clock 
to 100 seconds to midnight, too 
close for comfort.

The clock, created two years af-
ter the first atomic weapons were 
developed in 1945, is evaluated an-
nually by the bulletin’s science and 
security board in consultation with 
its board of sponsors, who decide 
whether to move the minute hand 
or keep it in place. By the time they 
set the clock again, it may well be 
closer to annihilation.

Already limited arms control 
treaties are being shredded as the 
major powers sit on close to 13,500 
nuclear weapons (more than 90 
percent of which are held by Russia 
and the United States alone). The 
yield of these weapons could easily 
make this planet even more unin-
habitable. The United States navy 
has already deployed low-yield tac-
tical W76-2 nuclear warheads. Im-
mediate moves toward nuclear dis-
armament must be forced on to the 
world’s agenda. Hiroshima Day, 
commemorated each year on 6 Au-
gust, must become a more robust 
day of contemplation and protest.

Climate catastrophe – A scien-
tific paper published in 2018 came 
with a startling headline: “Most 
atolls will be uninhabitable by the 
mid-21st century because of sea-
level rise exacerbating wave-driv-
en flooding”. The authors found 
that atolls from Seychelles to the 
Marshall Islands are liable to van-
ish.

A 2019 UN report estimated that 
a million animal and plant species 

Noam Chomsky and
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are threatened with extinction. 
Add to this the catastrophic wild-
fires and the severe bleaching of 
the coral reefs and it is clear that 
we no longer need to linger over 
clichés about one thing or another 
being a canary in the coalmine of 
climate catastrophe. The danger is 
not in the future, but in the present. 
It is essential for major powers – 
who utterly fail to shift from fossil 
fuels – to commit to the “common 
but differentiated responsibilities” 
approach of the 1992 Rio Declara-
tion on Environment and Devel-
opment. It is telling that countries 
such as Jamaica and Mongolia up-
dated their climate plans to the 
United Nations before the end of 
2020 – as mandated by the Paris 
Agreement – even though these 
countries produce a tiny fraction of 

global carbon emissions. The funds 
that were committed to developing 
countries for their participation in 
the process have virtually dried up 
while external debt has ballooned. 
This shows a lack of basic serious-
ness from the “international com-
munity”.

Neoliberal Destruction of the 
Social Contract – Countries in 
North America and Europe have 
eviscerated their public function 
as the state has been turned over 
to the profiteers and civil society 
has been commodified by private 
foundations. This means that the 
avenues for social transformation 
in these parts of the world have 
been grotesquely hampered. Ter-
rible social inequality is the result 
of the relative political weakness of 
the working class. It is this weak-

ness that enables the billionaires to 
set policies that cause hunger rates 
to rise.

Countries should not be judged 
by the words written in their con-
stitutions but by their annual bud-

gets; the US, for example, spends 
almost a trillion dollars (if you add 
the estimated intelligence budget) 
on its war machine, while it spends 
a fraction of this on public good 
(such as on healthcare, something 
evident during the pandemic).

The foreign policies of western 
countries seem to be well lubricat-
ed by arms deals: the United Arab 
Emirates and Morocco agreed to 
recognise Israel on the condition 
that they purchase US$23 billion 
and US$1 billion worth of US-
made weapons respectively. The 
rights of the Palestinians, the Sah-
rawi, and the Yemeni people did 
not factor into these deals. The use 
of illegal sanctions by the United 
States against 30 countries, includ-
ing Cuba, Iran, and Venezuela, has 
become a normal part of life, even 

during this public health crisis be-
ing faced around the world due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

It is a failure of the political 
system when the populations in 
the capitalist bloc are unable to 
force their governments – which 
are in many ways democratic in 
name only – to take a global per-
spective regarding this emergency. 
Rising rates of hunger reveal that 
the struggle for survival is the ho-
rizon for billions of people on the 
planet (all this while China is able 
to eradicate absolute poverty and 
largely eliminate hunger).

Nuclear annihilation and extinc-
tion by climate catastrophe are twin 
threats to the planet. Meanwhile, 
for victims of the neoliberal as-
sault that has plagued the past gen-
eration, the short-term problems 
of sustaining their mere existence 
displace fundamental questions 
about the fate of our children and 
grandchildren.

Global problems on this scale 
require global cooperation. Pres-
sured by the third world states in 
the 1960s, the major powers agreed 
to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons (1968), 
although they rejected the deeply 
important Declaration on the Es-
tablishment of a New International 
Economic Order (1974).

Dynamics
The balance of forces available 

to drive such a class agenda on 
the international stage is no lon-
ger there. Political dynamics in the 
countries of the West, in particular, 
but also in the larger states of the 
developing world (such as Brazil, 
India, Indonesia, and South Af-
rica), are necessary to change the 
character of the governments.

A robust internationalism is 
necessary to pay adequate and im-
mediate attention to the perils of 
extinction: extinction by nuclear 
war, by climate catastrophe, and by 
social collapse.

The tasks ahead are daunting, 
and they cannot be deferred.

Tricontinental

l THIS ARTICLE from Noam 
Chomsky and myself comes as 
an appeal to unite and struggle 
against the forces of money, 
the military, and hypocritical 
moralism.

This year, at Tricontinental: 
Institute for Social Research, 
we will focus attention on these 
perils, with special emphasis on 
the threat of war.

After the United States atomic 
bomb attack on Hiroshima, Shi-
noe Shōda began to write tan-
ka poetry in order to never 
forget the attack. Since the US 
Occupation censored work such 
as hers, Shōda had a Hiroshima 
prison guard mimeograph 150 
copies of this book, which she 
then hand delivered to survivors 
of the blast.

Among those poems is this 
short piece of brilliance:

Since so many small skulls 
are gathered here, 
these large bones 
must be the teacher’s.
The human spirit rebels against 
extinction.
It must now rebel not only to 
preserve life, but to improve life – 
both human life and the life of our 
planet.

It is a failure of
the political 

system when the 
populations of the 
capitalist bloc are 
unable to force 
their governments 
to take a global 
perspective regarding 
this emergency 
(COVID-19)

‘
Above: Yoshiko Michitsuji (Japan), I Ran Toward My House Through a Sea of Flames, 1974 (courtesy of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Museum). Below: Aline Amaru (Tahiti), La Famille Pomare, 1991
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