
senior indunas K5,000, and the dis-
trict chief K10,000, by President 
Lungu. He said PF ward structures 
were rewarded with K5,000 and 
groups of performing artists parted 
with K5,000.

“As this shameful act was go-
ing on, most clinics in Lukulu 
were without Panadol and Coar-
tem. The poverty-stricken patients 
in their thousands were being 
referred to makeshift drug stores 
selling these drugs, not seldom 
initially delivered to the district 
through Medical Stores Limited,” 
Dr Musumali said. 

Vulnerable
“Essential drugs meant to save 

life through the taxpayers’ money 
are with impunity slipping out of 
the system into these private enti-
ties. Welcome to the country of 
ubomba mwibala alya mwibala!”

Dr Musumali said traditional 
leaders in Lukulu district were 
very aware of the pathetic state of 
public health in the district.

“They experience the daily mis-
ery of their people seeking care 
that is not made available. In a 
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They undermine politicians, chiefs, and the clergy

RECENTLY, the secretary 
general and first vice-pres-
ident of the Socialist Party, 
Cosmas Musumali, told news 
media that President Edgar 
Lungu had nothing much to 
offer the masses other than 
corruption.

He accused President Lungu of 
destroying traditional leadership 
structures around the country.

“Over the past months, the 
President has been criss-crossing 
the country with suitcases of slush 
fund cash. This money is given pri-
marily to Patriotic Front structures 
as well as traditional leaders,” 
Dr Musumali said, adding that 
President Lungu, in trying to buy 
himself the loyalty of traditional 
leaders in the country, was system-
atically undermining and destroy-
ing their credibility.

Dr Musumali explained that, for 
example, in an impoverished dis-
trict like Lukulu, selected village 
headmen were given K1,000 each, 

Fred M’membe
Mwika Royal Village, Chinsali

l Turn to Page 5

Bribes kill
leadership

decent society, they would have 
told the president to put the money 
where the most vulnerable would 
benefit, i.e. providing anti-malarial 
and other drugs to patients. But this 
is maybe demanding too much.

“Our traditional leaders are a re-
flection of wider Zambian society 
– greedy, individualistic and cor-
rupt. This is what capitalism does. 
It deforms even the pre-capitalist, 
pre-colonial institutions.”

He said that days after President 
Lungu had left Lukulu district, and 

the hand-outs he had given had all 
been spent, the traditional leaders 
were not themselves.

“Their people were calling them 
all sorts of names. They had been 
reduced to leaders without author-
ity,” said Dr Musumali.

Abija makani! Dr Musumali’s 
concerns are very legitimate. 

But where is President Lungu 
getting all this money from? From 
which budgetary allocation is this 
money coming from? Tusakanshi 
bakwete bakateka? Twafumakwi?

What kind of manipulation is 
this? What abracadabra is the pres-
ident playing?

But manipulators have never 
deserved anybody’s respect or 
been successful anywhere. 

Manipulators are like little ca-
noes that go with the wind and the 
waves. Manipulation is synony-
mous with opportunism. Manipu-
lation doesn’t have substance, it 
doesn’t have roots.

We don’t think a leader, whether 

JOIN THE REVOLUTION – Page 6

l SOCIALIST Party general 
secretary and first vice-president 
Dr Cosmas Musumali addressed 
a media briefing recently to intro-
duce nine parliamentary election 
candidates.
l The event, at Socialist Party 
president Dr Fred M’membe’s 
Garden Compound office in 
Lusaka, was also attended by 
treasurer general and second 
vice-president Dr Chris Ngenda 
Mwikisa, and Rehoboth Kafwabu-
lula, central committee member, 
general secretary of the party’s 
youth league, and party spokes-
person.
l The Socialist Party’s adopted 
prospective members of parlia-
ment are (left to right):
l The Reverend Moddy Chisha 
Nonde (Chitambo constitu-
ency), Maximo Mutambo (Senga 
Hill), Humphrey Kunda (Lunga), 
Andrew Kalonde (Mpika Central), 
Pastor Francis Chileshe Chanda 
(Lubansenshi), Naomi Nanyan-
gwe (Mbala), Kapasa Makasa 
(Shiwang’andu), Mulenga Chiluba 
(Nkanchibiya), and Margaret 
Pikiti (Malole).

Socialist Party first vice-president Cosmas Musumali (left) and party president Fred M’membe
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Women ‘will have to dare and
disrupt in the political space’
Musole says Zambia needs the fighting spirit of liberation heroines

THE WOMEN of Zambia are 
the future and will have to 
“dare more, disrupt and move 
in the political space” if they 
are to influence policy and 
drive change, says Christine 
Musole, newly adopted elec-
tion candidate for Mongu.

In a wide-ranging interview 
with Socialist Monthly, the 
24-year-old describes how she 
has been influenced by “the 

struggles of our heroines”, and 
said history has shown “that 
women have always demonstrat-
ed great levels of persistence, re-
sistance, and pushed to struggle 
for better societies around them, 
including bringing men to ac-
count for the ills in society, as 
well as challenging colonial sys-
tems of oppression”.

Musole, who was born in Kabwe 
in 1996 and whose father died 
when she was just a month old, 
says she was influenced by her 
mother’s “persistence, resilience Profile – Page 7

and resistance”. “Raising me and 
my siblings and her victories in-
spire me to be a better person every 
day, and to be good to those around 
me,” she says.

Describing socialism as “life 
[with a] human face that promotes 
and embraces the values of equity, 
humility, honesty and solidarity”, 
Musole says women have a vital 
role to play in the transformation 
of society.

“As in many other regions, in-
cluding southern Africa, the gen-
eral political environment has not 
been women friendly. 

“Women have not always had 
it easy in both public and private 
spaces.

“Women’s participation in poli-
tics is a call to duty, a service to 
our nation and broader women 
struggles.

“Women’s participation is not 
a taboo, but a continuation of the 
struggles launched by our great 
grandmothers, the liberation strug-
gle heroines who fought hard for 
our independence.

“Zambia’s current situation – 
deteriorating social, political and 
economic environment – calls for 

Cecilia Lwiindi Nedziwe women to re-examine the solutions 
as lying with them.

“More women in parliament and 
other key positions of power will 
create an enabling space that will 
allow the country to move towards 
tangible transformation that facili-
tates justice, equity and peace for 
all.

Musole stresses that the current 
ratio of  17 per cent of females to 
83 per cent males in parliament 
“could never be a recipe for true 
democracy, transformation and de-
velopment”.

“Women should not take these 

figures lightly, as normal or busi-
ness as usual. It is an abnormal 
situation that should move us all 
to action. 

“These disparities perpetuate 
domination and the continuation 
of a system of patriarchy that op-
presses women at many levels,” 
she says.

“Women will have to dare more, 
disrupt and move in the politi-
cal space to influence policy and 
change the current unbalanced 
situation.”

Election candidate Christine Musole: women need to re-examine 
the solutions as lying with them

‘We’re committed to fielding not less 
than 50 per cent women in elections’

OUR COMMITMENT to fielding 
not less than fifty per cent women in 
next year’s parliamentary and local 
government elections is irreversible – 
there is no compromise on this. 

In the line with our manifesto, we reaf-
firm that we will field not less than 50 per 
cent women at both parliamentary and 
local government elections in next year’s 
elections. 

This is as things should be. The matter of 
the number of women elected to our parlia-
ment and councils is very important. And it 
cannot be denied that the number of women 
elected to parliament and councils is painful-
ly low, especially if one considers that women 
make up more than half of our country’s 
population. 

And for us, women comprise not less than 
70 per cent of the membership of our party. 
Thus women enthusiastically support our 
party’s revolutionary line and programmes. 
Therefore, the party has to be loyal to them.

People are loyal to those who are loyal to 
them. The people have faith in those who 
have faith in them, those who fulfill their 
promises to them.

Stated simply, our country has not made 
sufficient progress when it comes to women’s 

representation in parliament and on coun-
cils, and it shows how women still suffer from 
certain discrimination and inequality, how 
we still have residues of cultural backward-
ness, and how we still retain old thinking pat-
terns in the back of our minds. 

That is the reality of the situation, and we 
must recognise it so that we can all struggle 
against such remnants of inequality and in-
justice.

We should not forget that Lenin said the 
proletariat cannot achieve final victory un-
til it has achieved the complete freedom of 
women.

Watching Comrade Rehoboth Kafwabu-
lula, 21, and Comrade Christine Musole, 24, 
speak in the company of Comrade Shemu 
Kapyanga, 74, my eyes filled with tears of joy. 

Progressive

Christine Musole is the Socialist Party’s 
first parliamentary candidate to be adopted 
by majority party structures, in Mongu Cen-
tral Constituency

After listening to these young comrades 
speak, I am fully convinced that a completely 
new type of political leadership, a more pro-
gressive, a socialist leadership, is emerging in 
our country.

And there’s no stopping it. 
Life has taught us many things, and this 

is what nurtures our faith in the people, our 
faith in these young comrades.

Yes, we all hope to live long, all of us, in 
the ideas that we believe, and in the convic-
tion that those following our steps will carry 
them forward.

However, their task, it should be said, will 
be more difficult than ours.

We are living in a very different world. 
This is the first thing we must understand.

It is a world dominated by the ideology, 
the standards and the principles of neoliberal 
capitalism – individualism, greed, competi-
tion and unbridled consumerism.

But it is said that virtue is cultivated in the 
struggle against vice.

Do I say this out of dogmatism? Do I say it 
out of ideological fundamentalism? No, not at 
all. I say it based on a very deep conviction.

We cannot be saved if we persist on the 
course we are following. A new order is need-
ed – as Comrade Christine aptly put it – a 
socialist order.

We shouldn’t put our necks under the ex-
ecutioner’s axe. Our instincts for self-preser-
vation and the condition of thinking human 
beings should save us from this impending 
Armageddon.

It is a sacred duty to do all that can be done 
within each person’s reach.

Why not seek other formulas and admit that 
we are able to organise our lives and our destiny 
in a more rational and humane manner?

Fred M’membe

Chanda Mfula: call to stand up and fight against the structures responsible for people’s deprivation

‘Only revolution can save us from elites and corruption’

ONLY revolution can give 
Zambia the chance to 
recover from corruption 
and elitism, according to 
a Zambian PhD student 
studying in the UK.

Chanda Mfula, a doctor-
ate student in media studies, 
journalism and democracy, 
at the University of Sussex, 
said in a Facebook post titled 
“The truth few people will dare 
admit”, that Zambia has very 
little chance of repairing the 
damage caused by corrupt 
elites and capitalism unless 
there is “a new and different 
war against oppression, injus-
tice and inequality”.

Mfula, a former PF media 
director, said there had been a 
“grand and spectacular failure 
of the oppressed grassroots” 
to unite around their common 
struggles against oppression. 
He said they tended to align 

with rival elite groups instead. 
“In the end you have Masu-
lani in Chawama support-
ing Edgar Lungu and Edith 
Nawakwi, while Masukani 
in Kanyama is supporting 
Hakainde Hichilema.

“Many times, they don’t 
even have any idea why 
they support those they do. 
This is despite Masulani and 
Masukani sharing the same 
struggles, oppressive condi-
tions, and deprivation.

“What should happen is 
that Masulani and Masukani 
should unite and fight their 
battles against the elite struc-
ture to which Lungu, Nawakwi 
and Hichilema belong, and 
which are responsible for 
their unfavourable material 
conditions.”

Mfula said that aligning 
with rival elites failed to ad-
dress the struggles of the 
proletariat. “It divides them 
and complicates their fight 
while benefiting the elite 
structures.

“When you have respective 
elites you support, you be-
come part of a rivalry between 
stratified columns, each of 
which have their own elites 
at the top and grassroots at 
the bottom, and each column, 

whether led by Edgar Lungu or 
Hakainde Hichilema, is strati-
fied in the same way.

“As lumpenproletariat in 
that column, your role is to 
serve the elites leading that 
column.”

Mfula said the elites were 
reluctant to jeopardise the 
privileges they had in common 
despite their rivalries, while 
the struggling proletariat “are 
more than willing to outdo 
one another in the service of 

their rival elite groups”. He 
said that, while there had been 
many changes of government, 
the country had not changed 
as a result. 

“The current government 
must go . . . but the replace-
ment should be more than just 
new faces in the old positions.”

He said there needed to 
be ideological change led by 
people “prepared to abandon 
their comfortable enclaves and 
unite with the people in fight-
ing a new war in a new way”.

Mfula called upon the work-
ing class and poor masses “to 
stand up, fight, and make this 
country a better place”.

“The clarion call, there-
fore, is for the proletariat, the 
working people, the peasants, 
the grassroots, Masulani and 
Masukani, to unite rather than 
fight.

“Unite so you [can] dis-
mantle the elite structures 
responsible for your material 
deprivation. That’s the revolu-
tion you need,” he said.

Socialist staff reporter
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THE SOCIALIST Women’s 
League has called upon 
progressive individuals and 
movements to join hands 
and support the Socialist 
Party’s transformational 
agenda that seeks to ensure 
the meaningful participation 
of women in the running and 
management of national af-
fairs at all levels.

At the Socialist Party’s 
September 2019 National 
Congress, the Women’s 
Commission called upon the 
congress and the central 
committee to ensure mean-
ingful and full participation 
of women in all important 
decision-making positions 
and structures of the party, 
as well as in the 2021 general 
election.

The Socialist Party is com-
mitted to fielding not less 
than 50 per cent women at 
both parliamentary and local 
government levels.

In the manifesto, launched 
in July this year, the Socialist 
Party reaffirmed its commit-
ment to women’s rights and 
gender equity. 

It said, “Social advance-
ment for women in Zambia 
has been slow. Ours will be a 
government for women,
l with a cabinet of at least 50 
per cent women, which fights 
inequality and misogyny in 
every part of society, 
l one that consistently 
gender audits policy and 
legislation for its impact on 
women before implementa-
tion, and, 
l that enforces minimum 
standards in tackling domes-
tic and sexual violence.”

In his recent reflection on 
women’s participation in pol-
itics, incoming president Dr 
Fred M’membe said, “Zambia 
has not made sufficient 
progress when it comes to 
women representation in 
Parliament and councils. And 
it shows how women still 
suffer from certain discrimi-
nation and inequality, how 
we still have residues of 
cultural backwardness and 
how we still retain old think-
ing patterns in the back of 
our minds.”

Dr M’membe also ob-
served this as the reality 
of the situation in Zambia, 
and that as a country, “we 
must recognise it so that 
we can all struggle against 
such remnants of inequal-
ity and injustice. We should 
not forget that Lenin said 
that the proletariat cannot 
achieve final victory until it 
has achieved the complete 
freedom of women”.

The Socialist Women’s 
league recognises and 
applauds the party and the 
commitment of its leader-
ship to the cause of women, 
and that true development in 
Zambia will only be achieved 
with a full and meaningful 
participation of women.

Moddy Nonde Chisha
SP Chairperson, Matero Constituency

Call to back 
campaign 
for women’s 
national role

Rev Moddy Nonde Chisha

Arrests ‘are an attack on
multiparty democracy’
THE SOCIALIST Party wel-
comed the release of first 
vice-president Dr Cosmas 
Musumali and 29 other com-
rades after their arrest while 
visiting in Kafulafuta on the 
Copperbelt, but condemned 
the ruling party’s action as 
an attempt to “subvert mul-
tiparty democracy”.

Party president Dr Fred 
M’membe described the arrests 

as “unacceptable” and had called 
for their immediate release with-
out any charges of “conduct like-
ly to disturb the peace”, which, 
he added, wouldn’t “make sense, 
legally or otherwise”. 

“Our general secretary has a 
duty to visit our party structures 
countrywide,” Dr M’membe said 
in a statement from Mwika Royal 
Village, Chinsali. 

“Those in the ruling party are all 
over holding meetings without re-
gard for any restrictions, and with 
total impunity. And they are even 
boasting and mocking the opposi-

‘There can be no impunity for denying political plurality’
Socialist staff reporter tion about it, being the only ones 

mobilising. 
“There must be some fairness, 

justice and a level playing field if 
our multiparty political dispensa-
tion is to make sense and give our 
people real political choices. 

Mistake
“Otherwise, this will be like go-

ing into a boxing ring with your 
opponent’s hands tied behind his 
back. Can you really claim true 
victory in such unfair and unequal 
contest?

“For them there’s impunity in 
all they do. But they are making an 
enormous mistake by failing to see 
the consequences of their intolerant 
and unfair approach to multiparty 
politics,” Dr M’membe said.

“However, they shouldn’t forget 
that impunity is a hyena that has no 
ally or friend. 

“The system that they thrive 
in to subvert multiparty democ-
racy and political plurality in our 
country – the will of the people 
and equality before the law – is 
the same system that will come for 
their necks tomorrow.

“We shouldn’t support any form 
of impunity, thrive in impunity, 
propagate impunity, and grow im-
punity.

“This government will not be 
here forever. Governments come 
and go. Even this president, no 
matter what he does, will not be 
president forever.”

Speaking after the release of 
Dr Musumali and his comrades, 
Dr M’membe said, “We welcome 
them all and the struggle continues 
unabated for a just, fair and hu-
mane Zambia.

“Aluta continua! Victoria acerta!”

Zambia’s monetary policy tools ‘made irrelevant’ 
by the sacking of BoZ governor Denny Kalyalya

ZAMBIA’S monetary policy tools 
have been rendered irrelevant and 
no longer able to effect the kind of 
economic change that is needed, 
according to Socialist Party general 
secretary and first vice-president 
Dr Cosmas Musumali.

Dr Musumali, an economist, was com-
menting on President Edgar Lungu’s 
termination of the contract of Bank of 
Zambia governor Dr Denny Kalyalya.

He said that despite Dr Denny Kalyalya 
being one of Zambia’s finest economists, 
he had to be fired because he had become 
“a stumbling block in an evil machinery 
that is destroying the entire Zambian soci-
ety and economy”.

Dr Kalyalya was replaced with deputy 
secretary to the cabinet, finance and eco-
nomic development, Christopher Mvunga.

Dr Kalyalya was appointed in February 
2015 and sworn into office on March 18.

Dr Musumali said all signs of pending 
economic stress had been ignored by the 
PF government, “It has always been busi-
ness as usual.” 

Dr Musumali said that by 2015, the situ-
ation was getting out of hand and a num-
ber of variables pointed to policy interven-
tion that would ensure pro-poor growth 
while working towards macroeconomic 
stability.

“We provided suggestions on many oc-
casions as to how this could be achieved. 
[But] all this advice was arrogantly ig-
nored,” Dr Musumali said.

Autopilot

“We further warned the Zambian coop-
erating partners that they were also fail-
ing to read the pending economic disaster 
awaiting the country. They all sheepishly 
gave in to allow President Lungu pursue 
a corrupt and ruinous policy that was 
meant to secure him and the PF the 2016 
general election.”

He said that once on that path, there was 
no return to sanity. 

Dr Musumali described the economy as 
being on autopilot. “Four years later and 
with the 2021 elections pending, monetary 
policy tools have been rendered irrelevant 
to effect drastic change,” he said.

Dr Musumali said that Dr Kalyalya was, 
by far, one of Zambia’s finest economists. 

“He understands the potency of mon-
etary policy tools but is also clear about 
their limitations. Much more importantly, 
he is a sober and objective personality. 
These are qualities lacking in most Zam-
bian economists.

“His appointment as bank governor was 
always seen as a panacea to the otherwise 
misinformed and rogue policies of Presi-
dent Lungu’s regime.”

Dr Musumali said it was just a question 
of time, however, as to when frustration 
would set in, and it was ironic that Presi-
dent Lungu had lost patience. 

“The president wants to win next year’s 
elections at all costs, even if this means a 
total destruction of the Zambian econo-
my,” he said.

“Therefore, Dr Kalyalya had to go. He 
had become a stumbling block in an evil 
machinery that is destroying the entire 
Zambian society and economy.” 

Dr Musumali added that the termination 
of Dr Kalyalya’s contract had come at the 
wrong time. It would have hugely negative 
repercussions for macroeconomic stability. 

“Dr Kalyalya and his BoZ team were 
the opiate doses for a critically ill Zam-
bian economy.

“Beyond a certain level of pain, opiates 
and other painkillers are ineffective. The 

patient is then exposed to excruciating 
pain and death,” Dr Musumali said. 

“On several occasions, we had warned 
against the overstretching of the monetary 
policy tools in trying to respond to struc-
tural and fiscal policy failure. By 2013, it 

was already apparent that the Zambian 
economy needed deep fiscal consolidation.” 

He said he told President Lungu that 
macroeconomic instability would be both 
his ruin and that of his government. 

“You have destroyed the Zambian econ-
omy in the shortest period of governance. 
The termination of the contract of Dr 
Kalyalya comes at a time when COVID-19 
is causing economic havoc to an already 
depressed, high-debt economy,” Dr Mu-
sumali said.

“You have mistimed and this will have 
a hugely negative impact on the financial 
market for months to come. As expected, 
you continue failing our country where 
and when it matters most.”

To Dr Kalyalya, Dr Musumali said, 
“Please take a well-deserved rest. You 
have served your country diligently and 
with a lot of civil courage.

“The Socialist Party appreciates your 
efforts even if, at times, we didn’t agree 
with some of the policy decisions taken by 
your team.”

Socialist staff reporter

Denny Kalyalya: was a stumbling block

SOCIALIST Party president Fred 
M’membe has condemned the ruling 
party for “trying to pretend that all is 
well and that it is business as usual” 
while the reality is that the economy 
has collapsed.

“They don’t even want to talk about it. 
They are preoccupying themselves with 
petty things that really don’t matter,” he 
said in a statement from Mwika Royal Vil-
lage, Chinsali.

“They can try to evade this reality, but they 
will not be able to evade the consequences of 
evading it.

“They are busy trying to crush their op-
ponents ‘like a ton of bricks’, but a sensible 
leader is not motivated by the desire to an-
nihilate opponents, but by the desire to solve 
problems and make life better for his/her 
people. 

 “It is very clear that our rulers are fail-
ing to reason, to think. Probably we are 
expecting too much from them. Reason is 
not automatic. And those who deny it can-
not be conquered by it. We shouldn’t count 
on them to address this problem and make 
things better,”

 Dr M’membe said everyone could see the 
economy had collapsed and it couldn’t be 
concealed.

Our rulers ‘fail to think, and pretend that 
all is well while the economy collapses’

“The hardest thing to explain is the glaring 
evidence which everybody has decided not 
to see or acknowledge,” he added. 

One didn’t need to be an economic expert 
to foresee the consequences of the irrational 
path that was being pursued by our rulers, 
with unbridled borrowing and irrational ex-
penditure, he said.

“All the advice given to them, even by 
the World Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund and their other multilateral and bilat-
eral partners, was ignored and arrogantly 
scoffed at. 

“Today they are like soaked chickens, 
humbled by the reality they can’t ignore or 
conceal and do not know how to resolve. 

“We are clearly heading for very seri-
ous economic challenges. Our economy is 
shrinking at a frightening rate.

“Next year’s budget has been reduced 
by 47 per cent. This means that the 2021 
budget will only be K56,180 bn. The gov-
ernment’s wage bill was K25,601bn at the 
beginning of this year, and debt repayment 
was  K33.726bn. This gives us a total of 
K59,327bn, which is K3,149bn more than 
our 2021 budget. 

“This means that without very serious 
downsizing, retrenchments or massive in-
ternational assistance,  the government will 
only barely manage to service the debt and 
pay salaries in 2021, and  nothing else.” 

“What does this mean for the Zambian 
people, especially the poor?” he asked. 
“More suffering, more agony,  more poverty, 
more despair.”

Dr M’membe said Zambians had no sen-
sible alternative but revolutionary change if 
they were to harbour any hope of a reversal 
of fortunes.

“And only a revolutionary party  – the So-
cialist Party with a revolutionary programme 
– can deliver the nation out of this hell. We 
have no alternative but to push them aside 
and usher in a new leadership – a revolution-
ary leadership – next year,” he said.

Socialist staff reporter

Fred M’membe: new leadership needed
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Zambia is
the fourth 
hungriest
country
SP plan to revolutionise
healthy food production
ZAMBIA’S poverty levels are 
extreme – we need change.

Today, Zambia is the fourth 
hungriest country in Africa after 
Chad, the Central Republic and 
Madagascar.

The average rural poverty level 
stands at 76.6 per cent:

Western Province has a poverty 
level of 82.2 per cent, Luapula 
Province 79.7 per cent, Eastern 
Province 70 per cent, North 
Western Province 66.4 per cent, 
Southern Province 57.6 per cent, 
Central Province 56.2 per cent, 
Copperbelt Province 30.8 per 
cent, and Lusaka Province 20.2 
per cent.

These are very extreme pov-
erty levels.

The Socialist Party in govern-
ment will struggle without respite 
to ensure adequate food for all.

There are six key aspects of the 
plan:

Production of healthy
food for all
THE social function of agriculture, 
the act of cultivating and tending to 
the earth, is to produce the neces-
sary energy for humans to survive.

We will reduce the cost of agri-
culture input, encourage conserva-
tion farming, diversify staple food 
from maize to other crops, and in-
vest in agro-processing.

Peasant farming will be support-
ed for cooperatives for finance, in-
put supply, processing, marketing 
and technological services.

Adoption of agroecology
WE will take on the challenge of 
building agroecology as a model 
that represents a set of techniques 
for agricultural production.

This will increase the productiv-
ity of work, the physical productiv-
ity per acre, and also decrease the 
physical labour of workers.

It is only with agroecology that 
we will be able to produce healthy 
food for the general population.

Adoption of mechanisa-
tion that is compatible 
with nature and rural 
labour
THE model favoured by capital 
relies intensively on agricultural 
mechanisation, seeking only profit.

We will mechanise work in agri-
culture, seeking to decrease human 
labour, but operate on a scale and 
with characteristics that are com-
patible with rural family units and 
respect the environment.

Adoption of cooperative 
agribusiness
AGRIBUSINESS is a necessity 
for the development of productive 
forces. However, our focus will be 
to ensure that agriculture produces 
quality food.

The income generated by agri-
business must be used for the ben-
efit of workers – those who pro-
duce food.

Cooperatives will be formed and 
controlled by peasants and agricul-
tural workers.

Agricultural education
THE democratisation of access to 
formal education at all levels, from 
primary school to higher education, 
must be part of any programme of 
agrarian reform.

Only knowledge can help devel-
op productive agricultural forces 
and truly free people.

Peasants and the people 
in rural areas as keepers 
of the collective goods
of nature
OUR future depends on the sur-
vival of this biodiversity, which is 
under threat every day due to capi-
talist greed, poor farming practices 
and deforestation.

We will redress the situation. 
Peasants, fisher folk and all living 
under various forms of social or-
ganisation, will be empowered to 
make a commitment to protect all 
of nature’s wealth.

Govt’s low maize prices ‘are a
betrayal of farmers’ hard work’

The revival of the agricultrural 
sector is one of the three pillars of 
the Socialist Party’s programme

Maximo Mutambo 

AN MBALA constituency villager says the 
country’s farmers have been betrayed 
by the government because of low maize 
flow prices set by the Food Reserve 
Agency (FRA).

A farmer identified only as Siame, from 
Chisenga village, said: ”In May, the FRA an-
nounced that the 2020 year crop marketing 
season would pay K110 for a 50kg bag of 
white maize, K150 for a 50kg bag of soya 
beans and K70 for a 40kg bag of paddy rice.”

He said local farmers took their maize to 
Nakonde, where the prices were better,  but 
the government confiscated their crop through 
the ZNS. 

“How are we expected to survive in this 
already difficult economy? We work tire-
lessly throughout the farming season but reap 
minimum prices and in most cases nothing 
from our farm harvest. This is a difficult life as 
poverty is already very high in our region.”

He urged the Socialist Party to treat farmers 
differently.

“We have read the Socialist Party manifesto. 
We love it because it gives us hope for a better 
future.”

Celebrating Farmers’ Day in August, Socialist 

Party president Fred M’membe described farm-
ers as “the backbone of Zambia”and pledged 
solidarity with them.

“The life of a farmer is very tough as he 
or she works very hard day and night in all 
seasons for us. Our farmers deserve all our 
support and respect,” he said. 

“The welfare of farmers and peasants has 
to be ensured. Only then can we ensure the 
comprehensive development of our society. 
The social service done by our farmers must be 
given its due.

“Our food is the result of farmers’ hard work. 
In the earlier days, farmers had to face threats 
only from nature. However, today, apart from 
nature, they also have to face threats from the 
decisions of treacherous politicians, transna-
tional corporations, which are the suppliers 
and owners of seed and suppliers of fertilisers, 
and contract farming.”

Dr M’membe said the revival of the country’s 
agricultural sector was one of the three pillars 
of the Socialist Party programme, the other two 
being education and health. 

He said agricultural prosperity formed the 
basis of the Socialist Party’s comprehensive 
development of Zambia.

“It is said that agriculture not only gives 
riches to a nation, but the only riches she can 
call her own,” he said.

THE SOCIALIST Party has 
paid tribute to Zambia fund-
ing father Grey Zulu, “a sin-
cere, selfless, humble, incor-
ruptible and reliable leader of 
people”.

Socialist Party president 
Fred M’membe said, “We 
have lost a comrade and 
friend” in Zulu.

“May his spirit live on in 
the struggles of our poor peo-
ple,” he said in a statement 
issued from Mwika Royal Vil-
lage, Chinsali.

Zulu, a revolutionary free-
dom fighter, was born on Sep-
tember 3, 1924, and died on 
Sunday, August 16, 2020, at 
his home in Makeni, Lusaka.

Dr M’membe said the 
party’s politburo, the central 
committee, and all ranks of 
the membership mourned the 
freedom fighter. 

He said Zulu spent a great-
er part of his life in the strug-
gle to free people from British 
colonial domination, humilia-
tion and exploitation, and to 
build a nation. 

“The Socialist Party joins 
the Zulu family and the na-
tion in mourning our great 
freedom fighter and na-
tion builder Grey Zulu,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“His patriotism and sac-
rifice will continue to inspire 
generations of Zambians, es-
pecially those committed to 
building a more fair, just and 
humane society – a socialist 
Zambia.” 

He said, “We owe our exis-
tence as a nation” to freedom 
fighters like Zulu.

“Comrade Grey Zulu was 
a sincere, selfless, humble, in-
corruptible and reliable lead-
er of our people. We deeply 
mourn the death of comrade 
Zulu, one of the last three 
remaining members of our 
country’s first cabinet,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“With his death, the nation 
has lost an illustrious found-
ing father who dedicated his 
whole life to the cause of the 
people. This strong, honest 
and wise man always looked 
to the future with confidence.”

Dr M’membe said Zulu 
embodied the high ideals of a 
politician, citizen and patriot, 
who wholeheartedly believed 
in the cause of the people, “to 
which he devoted his life”. 

“In this mournful hour, we 
pass on our members’ words 
of sympathy and support to 
his widow, comrade Mary, 
and all members of his fam-
ily and all who knew, loved 
and respected comrade Zulu. 
We wish them courage and 
tenacity as they face this ir-
reparable loss.” 

Grey Zulu: 
freedom 
fighter and 
founding 
father

Grey Zulu: sincere, selfless

THE WELFARE of children must take 
precedence, the Socialist Party says. 

The reality of many children in Zambia, 
particularly those in the rural areas with 
average poverty levels of 76.6 percent, 
live in dilapidated shelters they call 
home.

These children wake up to very harsh 
cold mornings, and expose their tiny, 
sometimes fragile, bare feet to freezing 
the ground or floor. They then rush to 
any source of energy for warmth, while 
patiently waiting for the possibility of a 
first meal (if any) of the day.

This is the harsh reality of children in 
Lukulu, in Zambia’s Western Province, as 
well as most other rural areas across the 
country.

Yet, we all generally agree that children 

are a blessing, a gift received with grati-
tude and treasured with love. They are a 
joy to their parents and a welcome gift to 
the community in which they are born.

In its quest for Justice, Equity and 
Peace (JEP), the welfare of children takes 
precedence for the Socialist Party. 

The party’s manifesto says: “In pro-
moting the welfare of children, there are 
many elements in our tradition that can 
be of great assistance to us.

“These are part of our cultural heritage 
that should not be lost. Respecting the 
rights of the child entails promoting the 
welfare of children.” 

Zambia needs a better deal for children 
in order for them to realise their full 
potential. The Socialist Party is ready to 
lead, while the people govern.

Children are a gift, a blessing, and must take precedence

4  Socialist Monthly, September/October 2020



Socialist Monthly, September/October 2020  5

Twenty four hours
will produce a 

tonne of copper, which 
will earn you US$6,000 
. . . to earn [that] from 
maize you would have 
to work for six to 
seven months

‘

l

The copper curse
Why the govt only pays lip service to agriculture

Boniface Kawimbe

ONE OF the tallest buildings 
in Kitwe, in Zambia’s Cop-
perbelt Province, symbolises 
everything that is wrong with 
the country’s mining industry.

Although Katilungu House 
is home to the Mine Workers’ 
Union of Zambia, it wasn’t paid 
for out of industry profits. Min-
ers paid for it themselves by 
making individual contributions.

After 100 years of mining and 
billions of dollars worth of copper 
production, Katilungu House is all 
there is to show for miners’ relent-
less labour.

The obvious question is “why?” 
The answer, detailing what has 

gone wrong, is simple and straight-
forward. The money, the capital 
behind the mining industry in Zam-
bia, has always been foreign direct 
investment (FDI). And whatever 
profits that are generated, the only 
money that Zambia as a country is 
entitled to is taxes and salaries.

Once the mine owners pay the 
taxes and salaries, the rest of the 
money – up to 80 per cent – goes 
back to the home countries of the 
owners of the FDI.

The way forward is to formulate 
what I term domestic cooperative 
investment.

As Zambians, we don’t have the 
economic muscle to participate in 
our economy in any meaningful 
way individually. But if we group 
together – and there are many 
mechanisms for doing that – we 

can cooperatively own our banks, 
real estate, agricultural estates, 
mining companies and tracking 
companies. We can also set up 
scholarship funds.

The beauty of these enterprises 
is that they won’t be parastatal 
companies, where it is almost 
impossible to prevent political 
interference. These enterprises, 
under domestic cooperative in-
vestment, will be owned by citi-
zens themselves. The advantages 
are that these companies will be 
paying taxes to the government, 
will be paying salaries, and, since 
this money, this capital, will have 
been raised locally, all the profits 
will remain in Zambia to grow the 
economy.

The disappearing copper profits 
are not the only the problem when 

it comes to the economy, the min-
ing industry also affects agriculture.

None of our governments since 
independence have walked the talk 
when it comes to agriculture. A lot 
of what has been said about it is 
pure lip service, and the reason is 
what I call the copper curse. What 
do I mean by that?

You can dig up copper ore in a 
copper mine over a 24-hour period 
and produce a tonne of copper that 
will earn you US$6,000.

To earn US$6,000 from maize, 
you would have to work for six to 
seven months. You would have to 
prepare the fields, plant, apply fer-
tiliser, weed, and finally, harvest.

Six to seven months of work, 
and at the end of that you still need 
to produce 30 tonnes of maize at 
US$200 per tonne. Only then will 
you realise US$6,000.

All our governments have fallen 
prey to easy money from the min-
ing industry at the expense of ag-
riculture.

But the fact is, if you ask mili-
tary experts, they will tell you the 
most strategic weapon any country 
can have is food. Wars have been 
won by parties that have starved 

their opponents. We have an esti-
mated population of 18 million, and 
each one of us requires three meals 
a day, ideally. So, we need 54 mil-
lion meals per day.

As you read this article, the ma-
jority of Zambians are down to one 
meal a day, so we have a shortfall 
of 36 million meals. We are not 
feeding ourselves adequately. What 
that means is that we need at least 
36 million eggs every day, and also 
36 million litres of milk if each of 
us is to have a litre of milk daily.

You can continue down the list 
of food items. They are all needed 
in their millions. 

The state, traditional rulers, and 
the church are losing respect
political, traditional, or religious, 
would be respected if people 
thought he or she was a manipula-
tor.  And by the same token, no cit-
izen, subject or congregant, would 
have any respect for a leader if 
they thought that he or she was be-
ing manipulated.

I think that everything – respect, 
relationships, serious analysis and 
understanding – is possible among 
people who are honest with them-
selves and others.

Today those with money are 
manipulating those of our leaders 
with weak souls, who are hungry 
for money or are greedy.

Today our political, traditional 
and religious leaders are being 
manipulated by those with money. 

Today crooks of all hues with 
money are manipulating our poli-
ticians. They give them money 
and all sorts of things. In return, 
our politicians tailor government 
policies to suit their interests, they 
are awarded lucrative government 
tenders or contracts.

Today our traditional leaders  
– village headmen, indunas and 
chiefs – are being manipulated 
with money and all sorts  of gifts 
by unscrupulous politicians. With 
such bribes they give these politi-
cians their political loyalty and try 
to mobilise their subjects to vote 
for them. With such bribes they 
are manipulated to even give away 
their subjects’ land, future, dignity. 

This is not something new. In 
our history many of our traditional 
leaders were manipulated in this 
way by slave traders and colonial-
ists. But we also had those, like 
Mpezeni and his son, Nsingu, who 

resisted, refused to be manipu-
lated, to take bribes, and paid the 
ultimate price – death. 

Chitimukulu Sampa for ten 
years refused to be manipulated 
with all sorts of gifts by white 
capitalist traders and missionar-
ies. He was rejecting bribes of all 
sorts, telling his people, “Fibwesh-
eni nshilefifwaya”. How many of 
our chiefs today can do that, can 
reject bribes and return them like 
that dignified Bemba leader of the 
late 1800s?

The Lozis had Mulambwa San-
tulu (Sipopa Lutangu), the tenth 
Litunga, who stopped the sell-
ing of human beings – the slave 
trade. He become known as Muule 
Ambwa, loosely translated as “buy 
dogs” instead of human beings – 
sell dogs instead of human beings. 
This was a decree he issued at the 

peak of Portuguese slave trade in 
his kingdom.

How many of our chiefs to-
day can put up the resistance of 
Mpezeni and his son, that heroic 
Ngoni warrior commander Ns-
ingu, the dignity and incorruptible 
spirit of Chitimukulu Sampa, the 
care and love for his subjects of 
Mulambwa?

With a few exceptions, what we 
have today are traditional rulers 
who are selfish and greedy. They 
are busy accumulating wealth, 
building private houses for them-
selves. We have traditional leaders 
who care only about themselves 
and do nothing for their subjects.  
They are more concerned about 
their palaces and personal comfort 
than the plight of their subjects. 
What  they corruptly receive from 
these politicians they don’t share 

with their subjects – it’s for them 
alone.

It’s not different for our spiritual 
leaders or guides. Many of them 
have been manipulated and have 
surrendered their churches and 
congregations to politicians and 
crooked businessmen with money.

But, as I have already pointed 
out, people have no respect for 
manipulators and those who allow 
themselves to be manipulated. As 
a result veritable chaos is created. 
All these institutions – state, tra-
ditional authorities and churches 
– are today increasingly losing 
public respect and support. They 
are being destroyed. 

But if you destroy the prestige 
and authority of the state, the tra-
ditional authority and the church, 
the consequences are terrible. This 
may not be the intention of those 
leaders, but that is the final result 
of their  corruption, selfishness, 
greed and manipulation. They are 
making enormous mistakes by 
failing to see the consequences of 
what they are doing.

And all these things are being 
done with so much impunity. 

But impunity is a hyena that has 
no relative or friend. 

The system that they thrive in 
to subvert good leadership – good 
governance and the rule of law – is 
the same system that will come for 
their necks tomorrow.

We shouldn’t support any form 
of impunity, thrive in impunity, 
propagate impunity and grow im-
punity.

This corrupt government will 
not be here forever. Governments 
come and go. Even the president 
will not be president forever.

l From Page One

Fred M’membe: If you destroy the prestige and authority of the state, 
traditional authority, and the church, the consequences are terrible

 
 
Wanga Simbayi Wanga 
Sioma District, Western Province 
 

AS THE Socialist Party of Zambia, we pride ourselves in be-
ing the only party on the continent of Africa with the young-
est comrades leading the National Youth League movement.

The SP has youngsters at the core of its programmes and 
principles. Our overall national spokesperson, Rehoboth 
Kafwabulula, is also a member of the central committee as 
well as the National Youth Wing leader.

Our national deputy youth wing leader is Kyle Haselstein-
er. Comrade Kafwabulula is 21 and Comrade Haselsteiner is 
23, and they are the youngest national wing leaders of any 
political party in Africa. 

In the Socialist Party of Zambia, the maximum age limit 
that one can be called a “youth” is 25. Once a person reach-
es 25, she or he is designated an adult and moves up to the 
senior ranks of the party. 

These are the youth, the leaders of today, ready to 
struggle for the country.

The trend we have seen elsewhere and across Africa is 
for national youth leagues to be headed by people in their 
late 30s, 40s and sometimes even 50s. 

Taking pride in the 
power of youth . . .

Kyle Haselsteiner Rehoboth Kafwabulula

Dr Boniface Mwamba Kaw-
imbe, a former national chairman 
of the MMD, is a senior lecturer at 
the Copperbelt University School 
of Medicine.



6  Socialist Monthly, September/October  2020

JUSTICE • EQUITY • PEACE

The revolution is under way

2021 ELECTION CANDIDATES

THE ZAMBIAN revolution has begun and it’s 
in the hands of the people, the marginalised 
masses, who have been betrayed by greedy 
elites for the past 30 years.

The 2021 general election will not be about Du-
nuna Reverse or fixing. In stark contrast to the words 
of the national anthem, today’s Zambians have no 
pride, work, joy or unity.

That was the message delivered by Socialist Party 
general secretary and first vice-president Dr Cosmas Mu-
sumali when he addressed a media briefing to introduce 
nine parliamentary election candidates.

The event, at Socialist Party president Dr Fred 
M’membe’s Garden Compound office in Lusaka, was 
also attended by treasurer general and second vice-presi-
dent Dr Chris Ngenda Mwikisa, and Rehoboth Kafwabu-

Masses betrayed by greedy elites will restore One Zambia, One Nation

lula, central committee member, 
general secretary of the party’s 
youth league, and party spokes-
person. Dr M’membe joined af-
ter the briefing.

The nine parliamentary hope-
fuls from constituencies in 
Muchinga, Northern, Luapula 
and upper parts of Central Prov-
ince, are; the Reverend Moddy 
Chisha Nonde, Chitambo; 
Maximo Mutambo, Senga Hill; 
Humphrey Kunda, Lunga; An-
drew Kalonde, Mpika Central; 
Pastor Francis Chileshe Chanda, 
Lubansenshi; Naomi Nanyan-
gwe, Mbala; Kapasa Makasa, 
Shiwang’andu; Mulenga Chi-
luba, Kanchibiya; and Margaret 
Pikiti, Malole.

“These are comrades who 
live among the people. They are 

part of those marginalised commu-
nities. These are comrades who, on 
a daily basis, hear our pain. These 
are not millionaires,” Dr Musumali 
said.

“These are humble, committed 
people who are loyal to Zambians. 
These are people who, over the 
months, have fully committed their 
lives, their security, to serving those 
constituencies where they live.”

He added that a number of other 
provinces had also embarked on a 
similar process of identifying can-
didates.

“Very soon we will be announc-
ing a number of candidates from 
other provinces. Eastern Province, 
you are doing a good job, and we 

are processing the names of can-
didates you have given us. It’s the 
same story in Southern, Central, 
and Copperbelt,” he said.

Dr Musumali stressed that the 
Socialist Party is the party for 2021.

“You can live in denial about so-
called big parties, [but] you are go-
ing to get the shock of your lives. 
Change is coming. Real revolution 
of society is on its way,” he said. 

“The 2021 elections are not about 
status quo. [They] are not about Du-
nuna Reverse. They are not about 
fixing.

“A revolution is coming, a revo-
lution of the masses, of our people, 
who have been betrayed for all 
these years. And they are looking 
around among themselves. They are 
choosing their own leaders.”

Dr Musumali explained that the 
Socialist Party leadership had trav-
elled all over Zambia and lived in 
the villages. 

“We have spent time at night 
with our people. We have listened 
to their cries. We have listened to 
their plight. We have shared mo-
ments of joy, but have also shared 
moments of sadness,” he said.

Damaged
“And what’s apparent is that the 

people of Zambia are fed up with a 
system that has failed. The experi-
ment this country embarked upon 
since 1991 – neo-liberal capitalism 
– is coming to end. This is a system 
that has marginalised our people. It 
has made Zambians second-class 

citizens, it has made Zambians 
slaves in their own country.”

Dr Musumali said a petty bour-
geoisie elite had continued to take 
power and betray the hopes of 
1964. “In 1964, Zambians stood, 
and they had tears in their eyes, and 
sang a national anthem that said 
‘stand and sing of Zambia, proud 
and free. Land of work and joy in 
unity.’ [But] Zambians today don’t 
have that pride and joy.

“They don’t have the work, there 
is no unity, and there is no peace in 
this country. Zambians feel this is a 
total failure of a system. This is a 
vehicle damaged beyond repair – 
you can’t fix it.”

Dr Musumali reiterated that 
Zambians required transformation. 
“Zambia requires a revolution and 

that revolution is not going to be 
carried out by the same people who 
have continued to betray our masses 
over the past 30 years. It’s impos-
sible. It’s a contradiction,” Dr Mu-
sumali said.

“Zambians who feel that this 
is no longer a country, no longer 
One Zambia, One Nation, but One 
Zambia, Two Nations, want to take 
power into their own hands. They 
don’t want to give that power or to 
delegate it, as they have done over 
the years.”

He said the marginalised were 
now searching among themselves 
to see who could lead them instead 
of looking at the greedy petty bour-
geois elite.

“That process has begun, and that 
is part of the Zambian revolution.” 

Socialist staff reporter

Socialist Party officials and 2021 election candi-
dates with party president Fred M’membe at his 
Garden Compound office in Lusaka 
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PROFILE: CHRISTINE MUSOLE

Why did you join the
Socialist Party?
I JOINED the Socialist Party when 
I was at university. The party’s 
focus on ideological and politi-
cal training and its vibrant youth 
league movement, its youth cen-
tered approach, its programme 
– values that align very well with 
those of my faith – drew me to the 
party. 

There is a general perception 
that socialist society is impossible, 
an illusion. But this is a miscon-
ception, a misunderstanding about 
socialism. Socialism points to the 
day-to-day issues and struggles 
that one can relate to. The idea 
speaks to the needs of the work-
ing-class masses, to the oppressed, 
including women, the poor, and a 
need for true change and transfor-
mation. The need for a more just, 
fair, and equitable world.

Socialism embraces values that 
speak to equity in terms of access 
to education, universal health-
care, clean and safe drinking wa-
ter, quality sanitation and decent 
housing. Socialism also uncovers 
our realities as women in a domi-
nant capitalist system, uncovers 
the glaring inequalities between 
men and women, as well as points 
to the realities that there can be 
no true social transformation, no 
revolution, without the liberation 
of women. It is this ideological 
grounding and revelation that, 
among others, drew me to the So-
cialist Party and to learning more 
about socialism and how it con-
nects with my day-to-day realities.

The time I have spent at the Pan-
African School of Ideology, my in-
volvement and being a part of the 
Socialist Party, was further a turn-
ing point in my world view, as, for 
the first time, I got a deeper under-
standing of the systemic injustices 
of capitalism, and why capitalism 
can and will never deliver justice, 
equity and peace to my commu-
nity, in Mongu, in Western Prov-
ince, to the rest of the country and 
the world. We need a new order in 
Zambia, a socialist order. Today, 
Western Province has the highest, 
glaring, poverty level of 82.2 per 
cent, an indication of the failure of 
the capitalist system. 

In short, I have aligned myself 
with the Socialist Party, with its 
ideology, because of its systemic 
approach and outlook to Zambia’s 
problems and proposed solutions. 
The socialist approach is not one 
embedded in quick fixes, but one 
that seeks to change society, to 
transform society and the lives of 
many poor and the working masses. 

This is the transformational 
journey I want to be a part of, an 
agenda that is grounded in the 
realities of people’s lives and 
struggles. An agenda that seeks 
sustainable solutions to today’s 
oppressive system, and an agenda 
anchored on the values of equity, 
humility, honesty and solidarity.

What captivates you as
a person?
STORIES of persistence, endur-
ance and resistance, told by peo-
ple who inspire me; the stories of 
women, young people, African lit-
erature, texts by comrades, such as 
Ruth First, books, music, and po-
etry with a revolutionary line.  

Spending time with my mother 
– her story of persistence, resil-
ience and resistance, of raising me 
and my siblings, and her victories, 

– inspire me to be a better person 
every day, and to be good to those 
around me.

What kind of transforma-
tion do you expect or 
desire for Mongu Central?
I WOULD like to see a better 
Zambia that cares for the weak, 
that uplifts the working class and 
poor. I would like to see a Mongu 
that is a reflection of a sunshine 
city, a city with smiles. Today, 
Mongu, like many cities across the 
country, mirrors so much misery, 
pain and never-ending struggles in 
areas of health, extreme poverty, 
high unemployment among the 
youth, glaring misery and despera-
tion, poor housing, sanitation, lack 
of clean and safe drinking water, 
and challenges accessing educa-
tion due to lack of school fees.

So it is in these areas change 
should start to transform Mongu. 
But transforming Mongu consti-
tutes just one part of a broader pro-
gramme that I would want to see 
across Western Province and the 
rest of the country.

You have been nominated 
way before the calendar 
season for nomination. 
What are the pros and 
cons of this disclosure 
between now and then?
THERE were a number of proj-
ects I was working on in Mongu 
Central, especially with the young 
people, such as sport, before my 
adoption as the parliamentary can-
didate. I have also been involved 
in the party’s broader political edu-
cation programme in Mongu. I will 
continue with those activities and 

expand on more in the weeks and 
months to come. As for the cons, 
it is difficult to tell, but I foresee 
challenges around navigating my 
way as a young female in a male-
dominated space, but my nomina-
tion demonstrates that Mongu is 
ready for youth and young women. 
Also, with the support of the com-
munity, the Socialist Party, and my 
family, I am confident I will over-
come whatever is thrown my way. 
We are revolutionaries, after all.

Has socialism got a role to 
play to undo the deprava-
tion society is engulfed in 
right now? If so, how?
SOCIALISM is life. It has a human 
face that promotes and embraces 
the values of equity, humility, hon-
esty and solidarity. These values, if 
seriously embraced, can smoothly 

erase the injustices we see today 
that have emerged as a result of 
a capitalist system that centres on 
greed, unbridled competition, ram-
pant corruption and individualism. 
So yes, a socialist Zambia will be 
better for the majority of its people 
and the working class.

Is Zambia ready for the 
change from right to left?
ZAMBIA is ready for change, to 
have a society that ensures dignity 
for all in terms of access to the 
basic needs that ensures a decent 
life. Zambia is ready to embrace a 
fair society that prioritises equity 
in terms of access to education, 
healthcare, jobs for young people.

What is your message to 
women when it come to 
joining politics?
AS IN many other regions, includ-
ing southern Africa, the general 
political environment has not been 
women friendly. Women have not 
always had it easy in both public 
and private spaces. History points 
out that women have always dem-
onstrated great levels of persis-
tence, resistance, and pushed to 
struggle for better societies around 
them, including bringing men to ac-
count for the ills in society, as well 
as challenging colonial systems of 
oppression. Women’s participation 
in politics is a call to duty, a service 
to our nation and broader women’s 
struggles. Women’s participation is 
not a taboo, but a continuation of 
the struggles launched by our great 
grandmothers, liberation struggle 
heroines, who fought hard for our 
independence.

When one truly looks back at 
the struggles of our heroines, it 
may appear not to have been as bad 
as the case today. Further, given 
that we women constitute about 54 
per cent of Zambia’s population, 
our agency to participate in politics 
should be heightened.

Zambia’s current situation, dete-
riorating social, political, and eco-
nomic environment, call for wom-
en to re-examine the solutions as 
lying with them. More women in 
parliament and other key positions 
of power will create an enabling 
space that will allow the country to 
move towards tangible transforma-
tion that facilitates justice, equity 
and peace for all.

The current 17 per cent of fe-
males and 83 per cent males in our 
today’s parliament can never be a 
recipe for true democracy, trans-
formation, and development. And 
women should not take these fig-
ures lightly, as normal, or business 
as usual. It is an abnormal situation 
that should move us all to action.  
These disparities perpetuate domi-
nation and a continuation of a sys-
tem of patriarchy that sustains, op-
presses women at the many levels 
both in public and private spaces.

Women will have to dare more, 
disrupt, and move in the politi-
cal space to influence policy and 
change the current unbalanced 
situation.

Influenced by heroines of the 
past, fighting for our future
Women ‘must hold men to account, challenge colonial oppression’

CHRISTINE NAWA MUSOLE is a strong 
young female Zambian citizen, born 
March 1, 1996, at Kabwe’s general hos-
pital in Central Province.

Born in a family of three, in which 
she’s the youngest child, her father 
passed away when she was a month 
old. He was a Mbunda/Luvale from Ka-
oma in Kalumwange, while her mother – 
a daughter of the late chief Mayankwa – 
is Lozi from Lukulu. Musole is Christian 
by faith, and a committed member of the 
redeemed Christian Church of God.

EDUCATION
Musole attended primary school at Im-
wiko and Senanga basic school, both in 
Western Province, from 2003 to 2008.  In 
2009, she was accepted to pursue her 
secondary school education at Mulamb-
wa Secondary School for her grades 

eight and nine, and at Kambule Techni-
cal Secondary School for her grades 10 
to 12. She then pursued higher educa-
tion at the University of Barotseland in 
Mongu.

In 2019, she graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in secondary education, 
with a major in English and minor in re-
ligious studies.

Musole loves singing, reading, creat-
ing and performing poetry, as well as 
playing football.

LEADERSHIP
At Kambule Technical School, Musole 
was head girl, and then served as gen-
eral secretary of the University of Baro-
tseland Students’ Union for two years.

She was appointed provincial repre-
sentative by the Zambia Association of 
Musicians National Committee, which 

she is still a member of. Being involved 
with ZAMNC has exposed Musole to 
other platforms organised by interna-
tional non-governmental organisations, 
such as Oxfam’s  “I Care About Her” 
programme.

EMPLOYMENT
Musole has worked as a sales assistant, 
and as a presenter on Mongu FM Ra-
dio. She is also a graduate of the Pan-
African Ideological School, trained both 
within and outside Zambia.

Since graduating, she has been in-
volved in facilitating ideological training 
sessions.

The school focuses on political edu-
cation, and targets individuals from 
across the world, as well as the Social-
ist Party’s pool of cadres.

Who is our 24-year-old election candidate?

As Mongu’s election candi-
date, Christine Musole is at 
the forefront of the Socialist 
Party’s struggle to overturn 
the bastions of capitalist 
control in Zambia, and create 
a more fair and just society. 
Here she talks to
Cecilia Lwiindi Nedziwe

Christine Musole (left) with 
national party spokesperson 
Rehoboth Kafwabulula and 
Comrade Shemu Kapyanga
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Working hard to create jobs
THE SOCIALIST Party will 
create employment once vot-
ed into power with a job-cre-
ation strategy centred around 
the three pillars of its social 
and political programme; 
education, health and peasant 
agriculture.

Under the SP government, 
schools will not be run the way 
they currently are. We will pro-
vide free education from nursery 
at the age of three all the way to 
university, and it will be compul-
sory up to grade 12.

Education will be a major un-
dertaking in this country and will 
be allocated not less than 25 per 
cent of the national budget. 

Under this programme, teach-
ers will not be left to manage and 
run schools on their own. In order 
to have an effective, efficient, and 
orderly system, the running of 
schools will include other profes-
sionals and a broad spectrum of 
workers, such as human resourc-
es personnel, information technol-
ogy experts, accountants, market-
ing personnel, cleaners, drivers, 
mechanics, gardeners, nurses, 
clinical officers, and catering staff, 
among others. 

Schools, colleges and universi-
ties will need to be supplied with 
all sorts of teaching aids and other 
goods and services, and these 
will be produced in factories by 
our people, meaning that educa-
tion will directly and indirectly be 
one of the biggest employers.

The health sector will also be 
used to create a number of jobs. By 
expanding Zambia’s health servic-
es – both in terms of quantity and 
quality – we will need to employ 
more people. This will entail a 
need for more nurses, clinical offi-
cers, doctors, pharmacists, radiog-
raphers, and many other health 
and general workers.  In addition, 
our government will prioritise the 
manufacture of some of the medi-
cines we use, even under licence.

We will also need to create fac-
tories producing health equipment 
of all sorts. This, together with 
many other functions that will be 
added to health services, will cre-
ate many more jobs.

Another sector that we will 
prioritise to create employment is 
peasant agriculture. And when we 
say peasant agriculture, we don’t 

mean that everyone will be carry-
ing a kambwili, hoe and be tillers 
of land. There’s an urgent need to 
transform the way peasant agricul-
ture is carried out.

We cannot increase agricul-
tural production with a hoe, that’s 
for planting flowers around your 
house and a few beds of vegetables 
to feed a small family.

Our plans are much bigger than 
that and will involve many jobs 
being created in the agricultural 
sector because of the transforma-
tions we will make.

Equipment

Transformative peasant agri-
culture under this government 
will need new equipment, that 
is; appropriate ploughs, planters, 
harvesters and other necessities. 
To produce these, we will need to 
set up factories all over the coun-
try employing engineers and their 

technicians, human resources 
experts, accountants, IT experts, 
marketing and sales staff, drivers, 
mechanics, nurses, clinical officers 
to run and staff clinics, and cater-
ing people to manage the staff caf-
eterias, and so on.

Of course, our reality, as it 
stands today, is that we may not 
have all the engineering expertise 
required to set up and run these 
factories. We may have to rely on 
expatriate skills while we train our 
people in our schools, colleges and 
universities.

We will also need to set up 
factories producing agricultural 
chemicals. These will require us 
to employ a diverse range of scien-
tists and other staff.

In addition, we will need to cre-
ate factories that produce veteri-
nary medicines for our livestock. 
This undertaking will employ 
scientists, technicians, HR people, 
accountants, ICT experts, market-
ing and sales experts and many 

others. The medicines produced 
will need to be administered by 
vets, working with lab technicians. 
In this way we will be creating 
more and more jobs for our people. 

And, of course, peasant agricul-
ture will need to be financed. This 
will require us to create a myriad 
of financial institutions, such as 
agriculture banks and insurance 
companies. These institutions will 
employ bankers, lawyers, accoun-
tants, IT experts, insurance person-
nel and many others, again creat-
ing more and more jobs.

The agricultural output pro-
duced by our factories will need to 
be delivered to our peasant farm-
ers. This will create logistical jobs 
for drivers, mechanics and other 
support staff.

Furthermore, the cotton we 
produce in Nyimba, Petauke, Ka-
tete, Chipata, Chadiza, Lundazi, 
Chama, and other places, will not 
leave Eastern Province unpro-
cessed. Textile factories will be es-

tablished, employing people from 
all over the country in many and 
various roles.

These factories will be produc-
ing reels of all sorts of cloth, but 
the cloth produced will not be ex-
ported as it is. Clothing factories 
will be created to design and pro-
duce shirts, trousers, dresses, caps, 
canvas shoes, belts, and many 
other products. These factories 
will require sewing machines and 
needles, so small factories will be 
created to manufacture and service 
the machines. 

Transport

The clothing factories will fur-
ther need buttons and zips. The 
buttons can be produced from the 
horns of cattle, hard wood and 
stones, creating even more jobs. 

And the finished products will 
need to be packaged. This will 
require us to create factories pro-

ducing packaging materials. Driv-
ers will be needed to transport the 
finished products from the facto-
ries to the ports of Dar-es-Salam, 
Walvis Bay and Durban. Further-
more, delivery trucks will need to 
be serviced by mechanics. In this 
way, more jobs will be created.

Our strategies on cotton produc-
tion and its processing and export 
will be extended to food crops. 
Small and large factories will be 
created all over the country to 
process agricultural produce. For 
instance, factories can be built to 
process tomato into jam, juice, 
soup, puree or paste. Some of 
these products can be exported, 
and some consumed locally, re-
sulting in more jobs. 

In addition, it is important to 
also mention that there will be 
new jobs created in other sectors 
of our economy, such as mining, 
construction, forestry, and the pro-
vision of the many other services 
needed in an organised society. 

Fred M’membe spells out how the three pillars of the Socialist 
Party’s programme will be used to stimulate employment

Residents praise literacy campaign for keeping its word
RESIDENTS of Chazanga compound in 
Mandevu Constituency of Lusaka Prov-
ince have praised the Fred M’membe 
Literacy Campaign team for honour-
ing their promises by starting literacy 
classes in the area.

Speaking during the handover 
ceremony of learning materials in 
Chazanga, Mary Mulenga, one of the 
learners, said she was elated to see the 
Socialist Party spearheading the Fred 
M’membe Literacy Campaign. 

Mulenga explained that from 1964, 
when Zambia gained its independence, 
no political party, whether in the gov-
ernment or opposition, had thought of 
offering free education to people who 
didn’t have an opportunity to go to 
school when they were young.

“We have never seen such an offer 
from any political party. It’s a great 
honour and we are assuring you that 
you have our vote; you are in opposi-
tion but you are able to offer us free 
education, we can now proudly say that 
we can write our names. We can even 
read. This is what we need as Zambi-
ans,” Mulenga said. 

Another resident, identified as only 
as Luse, urged the Socialist Party to 
extend the lessons to other parts of 

Zambia in order to win the fight against 
illiteracy. She said Dr M’membe had 
shown true leadership to Zambians 
as he was not selective about who he 
worked with on account of people’s 
level of education.

Volunteer teacher Hillton Sibote 
expressed happiness that the prom-
ise made to the class, teachers and 
learners, had been fulfilled. Sibote also 

encouraged learners not to feel shy 
because of age but to continue going 
to and attending classes.

Mandevu Constituency’s Mpulungu 
ward Socialist Party aspiring councillor 
Avelesi Banda encouraged women and 
men to attend in numbers and take part 
in the literacy campaign classes. Banda 
said she would continue lobbying for 
the people of Mpulungu ward.

“I am very ready to work with every-
one in this ward. Let’s work together 
and turn Mpulungu ward into a socialist 
ward,” she said.

“The Socialist Party is the only hope 
for Zambia with its manifesto, which is 
justice for all Zambians, equity for all 
Zambians, and peace for every Zam-
bian,” Banda said.

The campaign team handed over 

teaching materials as well as face-
masks and hand sanitisers to both resi-
dents and learners in Mpulungu ward.

In Eastern Province, Pastor Chisitu 
Ngosa of Petauke district welcomed the 
literacy classes, which have started in 
the district.

Ngosa said learners were pleased 
with the programme and hoped the ini-
tiative would be extended to Msanzala 
and Kaumbwe constituencies.

“Many farmers were being swindled 
as they were signing things they didn’t 
understand. This programme will help 
people know what they are signing.

“Salute Dr M’membe and the leader-
ship of the Socialist Party for coming 
up with such great programmes,” 
Ngosa said.

Campaign national coordinator Sipi-
we Nikisi said she was overwhelmed 
with the campaign response, adding 
that the programme was not only for 
Socialist Party members, but for all 
interested people.

The Fred M’membe Literacy Cam-
paign has been offering free lessons in 
Eastern, Western, Southern, Muchinga 
and Central Provinces. Classes are 
due to start in North-Western Province 
soon. 
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GLOBAL VIEW 

US piracy increases threat 
of an ‘October surprise’ war
Imperialists use intimidation to steal Iranian oil sold to Venezuela 

THE US hijack of oil ship-
ments bound from Iran to 
Venezuela represents a dan-
gerous escalation of the 
“maximum pressure” sanc-
tions that Washington has im-
posed against both countries, 
raising the threat of armed 
conflict.

The Department of Justice is-
sued a statement after the event 
bragging it had carried out the 
“largest-ever seizure of fuel ship-
ments from Iran”.

It said that “approximately 1.116 
million barrels of petroleum” had 
been stolen “with the assistance of 
foreign partners”.

There has been no indication 
of what “foreign partners” were 
involved in this act of piracy, but 
US officials claim the seizure did 
not involve military force. Rather, 
it appears that some combination 
of threats and bribes were used 
to convince the Greek owners of 
the four tankers carrying the fuel 
– identified as the Bella, Bering, 
Pandi and Luna, all flying Liberian 
flags – to give them up.

According to the Wall Street 
Journal, the threats included sanc-
tions against the ships’ owners and 
crews that would prevent them 
from accessing US ports, US banks 
and US dollars.

The pseudo legal basis for Wash-
ington’s act of high seas piracy 
was a seizure order issued by a US 
district court judge in Washington, 
DC, based upon the Justice Depart-
ment’s claim that the oil constituted 
“foreign assets or sources of influ-
ence” for the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps, a major compo-
nent of the Iranian military, which 
Washington has branded a “foreign 
terrorist organisation”. This desig-
nation, imposed without any justifi-
cation in April last year, represent-
ed the first time Washington had 
deemed a branch of another coun-
try’s government as “terrorist”.

Since unilaterally abrogating the 
JCPOA nuclear deal between the 
major powers and Tehran in 2018, 
the Trump administration has im-
posed a crippling economic sanc-
tions regime against Iran tantamount 
to a state of war, while building up 
US forces in the region in prepara-
tion for military confrontation.

Gloating over the operation, 
President Donald Trump falsely 
claimed at a White House press 
briefing, “We seized the tank-
ers and we’re moving them . . . to 
Houston.” In reality, the oil was 
offloaded from the Greek-owned 
vessels onto tankers contracted by 
the US military. Two of the trans-
fers took place off the coast of 
Oman, and two off the coast of Mo-
zambique. The Greek-owned ships 
themselves were not seized.

While denouncing the US ac-
tion, Iranian officials have pointed 
out that the oil had already been 
sold to Venezuela and did not be-
long to Iran. Furthermore, the ships 
themselves were neither owned nor 
flagged by Iran.

When the seizure order was is-
sued in July, Iran denounced it at the 
United Nations as an act of “piracy”.

“Any attempt on the high seas 
to prevent Iran from involving it-
self in legal trade with any country 
that it chooses would be an act of 
piracy, pure and simple,” Alireza 
Miryousefi, the spokesman for the 

Iranian mission to the UN, said in 
a statement.

“This is a direct threat to interna-
tional peace and security and con-
travenes international law, includ-
ing the United Nations Charter,” 
he added.

Iran had warned that any attempt 
to interdict its own ships would be 
met with swift retaliation.

“The Islamic Republic will re-
ciprocate any hostile action to con-
tain its legal rights and has not al-
lowed any country to take any such 
action so far,” an official of the 
Iranian Supreme National Security 
Council warned.

The Iranian military’s subse-
quent boarding of the tanker Wil-
da in the Gulf of Oman was an 
apparent response to the US oil 
seizure. The vessel appeared to be 
owned by the same Greek shipping 
company that agreed to surrender 
the oil from the four tankers tar-
geted by Washington.

The US act of piracy follows 
Iran’s successful shipment of 
US$46 million worth of gasoline 
and petroleum products, includ-
ing diluents needed by Venezu-
elan refineries to turn the country’s 
crude oil into gasoline, to the South 
American country in May. Iranian 
tankers carried the cargo. Wash-
ington reacted with rage toward 
this breaching of the “maximum 
pressure” sanctions regime that it 
has imposed against both Iran and 
Venezuela.

At the time, Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani warned, “If our 
oil tankers face problems in the 
Caribbean Sea or anywhere in the 
world by the Americans, they will 

face problems reciprocally.” Irani-
an officials warned that if Iran was 
prevented from shipping oil, then no 
country would be able to do so, sug-
gesting a possible blockade of the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz, through 
which some 30 per cent of sea-borne 
oil products pass.

The seizure of the Venezuelan-
bound oil by threats and bribery is 
just one step from the use of US 
military force against Iranian ship-
ping that would spark a major war in 
the Middle East, which in turn could 
provoke a global conflagration.

The worldwide crisis that has 
been triggered by the coronavirus 
pandemic, most intensely within 
the United States itself, has done 
nothing to blunt the aggressive pur-
suits of US imperialism and milita-
rism. Iran, with more than 345,000 
coronavirus cases and in excess of 
20,000 recorded deaths, has been the 
worst hit country in the Middle East.

Suffering

While Venezuela had initially ap-
peared spared the horrific toll being 
recorded in Brazil, Peru, Chile and 
Colombia, at the time of writing it 
is seeing more than 1,000 new cases 
daily, while reporting less than 300 
deaths. The spread of the deadly 
virus has been accelerated by the 
return of people who migrated to 
other Latin American countries in 
search of work as the Venezuelan 
economy cratered under the impact 
of falling oil prices and the punish-
ing US sanctions regime.

Washington sees the crisis and 
the immense human suffering that 

it entails as another weapon, to be 
exploited in its quest for hegemony 
over the Persian Gulf and Latin 
America. Even as millions are in-
fected and hundreds of thousands 
die, the threat of a global war that 
could claim the lives of billions 
only continues to grow.

US military threats against Ven-
ezuela have escalated since April, 
when Trump took the stage at a 
COVID-19 briefing to announce 
the dispatch of a naval task force to 
the Caribbean for the so-called pur-
pose of stopping drug trafficking, in 
particular from Venezuela.

Under the phony pretext of nar-
cotics interdiction – 90 per cent of 
the world’s cocaine comes out of 
Colombia, whose right-wing gov-
ernment is Washington’s closest 
regional ally – the Pentagon has de-
ployed the largest military force in 
the region since the 1989 US inva-
sion of Panama.

The US military deployment 
against Venezuela was followed by 
an abortive invasion at the begin-
ning of May by mercenary units 
led by ex-US special forces troops. 
A Venezuelan court recently sen-
tenced two former Green Berets 
to 20 years in prison for their part 
in the operation, which was aimed 
at seizing and killing Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro. US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
has vowed Washington will use all 
means to secure their release.

US aggression against both Ven-
ezuela and Iran, which respectively 
hold the world’s first and fourth 
largest oil reserves, is bound up 
with the strategic confrontation be-

tween the US and China, which has 
cemented ties with both countries.

Iran has become even more of 
a focus for US military aggres-
sion following the revelation that 
Beijing and Tehran had signed a 
25-year “comprehensive strategic 
partnership” agreement involving 
US$400 billion in Chinese invest-
ment in Iranian infrastructure in re-
turn for guaranteed energy exports. 
The deal includes a significant secu-
rity component, allowing China to 
deploy some 5,000 security forces 
to guard its projects, make free use 
of Iranian bases, and build a port on 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz.

US imperialism is not about to 
surrender enforcement of its uni-
lateral sanctions regimes against 
Venezuela or Iran. Significantly, 
the Trump administration has an-
nounced that Elliott Abrams, con-
victed in connection with the Iran-
Contra scandal in the 1980s, will 
now serve, not only as its special 
representative to Venezuela, where 
he has led the unsuccessful at-
tempts at regime change, but as its 
special envoy to Iran as well.

The appointment signals a shift 
towards stepped-up aggression. 
Driven by US imperialism’s at-
tempts to offset its crisis and de-
cline by military means, the threat 
of war against both Iran and Ven-
ezuela is sharpened by the domestic 
crisis of the US itself and may be 
accelerated by the electoral cal-
endar, with a new war a distinctly 
possible “October surprise”.

Bill Van Auken

   wsws.org, published by the Inter-
national Committee of the Fourth 
International

THE SOCIALIST Party has strongly 
condemned the use of force by Bra-
zil’s Bolsonaro government against 
the landless workers’ movement – 
Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais 
Sem Terra (MST).

Recently, the Minister of Justice and Public 
Security published ordinance number 493 in 
the Official Gazette, determining the use of 
the National Public Security Force (FNSP) in 
the municipalities Mucuri and Prado, where 
the MST maintains settlements.

There are major land conflicts in the region 
because of land grabbing by public landown-
ers and pulp and paper companies.

The ordinance authorises the use of the 
FNSP “in support of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Supply, in the settlements 

of the National Institute of Colonisation and 
Agrarian Reform – INCRA – in the munici-
palities of Prado and Mucuri , in the State of 
Bahia, in the activities and services essen-
tial to the preservation of public order and 
the safety of people and property , on an 
episodic and planned basis, for a period of 30 
days, from September 3, 2020 to October 2, 
2020 ”. The government has also threatened 
to extend the term beyond 30 days.

Socialist Party president Fred M’membe 
described the decision as “outrageous and 
disproportionate”.

“Bahia is located in a territory with rich 
and fertile lands that are the target of finan-
cial speculation, international capital and 
local oligarchies.

“In view of the threats and arbitrary 
attacks, we strongly support the MST’s 

commitment to remain organised and in 
struggle so that the settlement and camp 
areas remain increasingly strengthened,” Dr 
M’membe said.

“It is unthinkable that the Bolsonaro gov-
ernment can wage gross injustices against 
the landless people during a time when Brazil 
has the second highest number of COVID-19 
cases and recorded more than 100,000 
pandemic-related deaths.

“We stand in solidarity with and urge the 
MST and those in the settlement and camp 
areas of Bahia to continue in resistance.”

Brazilian lawyer and professor Silvio 
Almeida also denounced the ordinance and 
use of force. Writing on his social networks 
he said, “We may be facing yet another mas-
sacre to be carried out by the Brazilian state.”
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MORE THAN 30,000 people 
died in the US in July from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
while corporations carried 
out mass layoffs amid soaring 
unemployment, hunger and 
poverty.

At the same time, the US 
stock market recorded its big-
gest increase for the month 
since 1986. All three major 
American stock indexes have 
risen for five consecutive 
months since plunging in mid-
March.

Last month saw the wealth 
of Amazon chief Jeff Bezos 
climb to US$200 billion. Tesla 
became the world’s biggest car 
company by share value, as its 
market capitalisation rose to 
US$465 billion, taking the per-
sonal fortune of its chief execu-
tive, Elon Musk, to more than 
US$100 billion. Apple became 
the first company in the world 
with a market capitalisation of 
more than US$2 trillion.

These figures underscore 
the nature of the Wall Street 
bonanza. It is taking the form 
of what has been called a “K-
shaped recovery”, in which 
corporate giants enjoy mas-
sive profits, driven by the run-
up in stock prices, while most 
of the economy stagnates.

In 1914, the rolling out of 
the guns of August at the out-
break of World War I marked 
the start of a process that saw 
arms manufacturers rake in 
millions in profits amid death 
and destruction, the like of 
which had never been seen.

Likewise, the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has brought 
devastation to the working 
masses in the US and around 
the world, has served as the 
occasion for all arms of the 
capitalist state to be mobilised 
to organise the greatest-ever 
redistribution of wealth to the 
heights of society.

There are two immediate 
causes for the massive stock 
run-up in August. First, the 
Federal Reserve carried out a 
far-reaching change in how it 
evaluates the risk of inflation, 
with the aim of ensuring ultra-
low interest rates.

But even more important 
was the cutoff of the weekly 
US$600 extended unemploy-
ment benefit provided to un-
employed US workers under 
the CARES Act passed in 
March, which both the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties 
simply allowed to expire.

The Trump administration, 
backed by the Democrats, 
has provided some US$2 tril-
lion to bail out corporations 
while cutting off what limited 
aid was provided to workers. 
At the same time, the Fed has 
funnelled US$4 trillion into 
the financial system, function-
ing as the backstop for every 
financial market.

These measures are being 
accompanied by a murderous 
assault on the working class. 
The policy of governments 
around the world, spearhead-
ed by the Trump administra-
tion, is to force workers back 
to work, no matter what the 
dangers to their health and 
lives, in order that profit accu-
mulation can continue.

wsws.org

It’s profits  
before 
lives as 
Covid-19 
hits hard 
Nick Beams

The Bella, one of four tankers under Greek ownership and 
flying Liberian flags, forced to surrender to the USA



CHINA
WATCH

INTEREST in China is growing, 
yet most news and analysis out-
side the country is produced by 
mainstream media from the global 
north. To provide access to Chinese 
perspectives, the Dong Feng Col-
lective – researchers from various 
countries – offers a China digest of 
news. This is an edited selection.

GLOBAL VIEW 

THERE ARE thousands more 
coincidences between Christi-
anity and socialism than there 
are between Christianity and 
capitalism. 

Responding probably to differ-
ent motivations, they both advo-
cate attitudes and behaviours that 
are quite similar. 

There’s great coincidence be-
tween Christianity’s objectives 
and the ones we socialists seek, 
between the Christian teachings of 
humility, austerity, selflessness and 
loving thy neighbour, and what we 
might call the content of a revolu-
tionary’s life and behaviour.

For, what is the Socialist Party 
teaching its members and the 
Zambian people? To kill? To be 
selfish? To exploit others? Just the 
opposite. We are teaching them un-
wavering commitment to honest, 
equity, humility and solidarity. 

We are telling them that our 
country right now may be too poor 
to give our people great material 
wealth, but it can give them a sense 
of equity and human dignity.

We socialists believe that Christ 
was a revolutionary par excellence. 
His entire doctrine was devoted to 
the humble, the poor. His doctrine 
was devoted to fighting against 
abuse, injustice, and the degrada-
tion of human beings. 

There’s a lot in common be-
tween the spirit and essence of 
Christ’s teachings and socialism. 

And the Bible has revolutionary 
content. The teachings of Christ are 
very revolutionary and completely 
coincide with our aims as socialists. 

That is why we believe and 
openly say that we socialists are 
not the only revolutionaries.

All those who truly follow 
Christ’s doctrine and devote them-
selves to the cause of the humble, 
the poor; and devote themselves 
to fighting against injustice, abuse 
and the degradation of human be-
ings, and to helping them liberate 
themselves, are all revolutionaries. 

Like we socialists, the Catholic 
social teaching does advocate the 
protection of property rights, but 
only when strongly situated within 
what is called the universal desti-
nation of goods.

That is, “Christian tradition has 
never recognised the right to pri-
vate property as absolute and un-
touchable: On the contrary, it has 
always understood this right within 
the broader context of the right 
common to all to use the goods 
of the whole of creation: the right 

to private property is subordinated 
to the right to common use, to the 
fact that goods are meant for every-
one.”  (Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, No. 177, 
quoting St. John Paul II’s Laborem 
Exercens).

And because God intends the 
world to provide for the needs of 
every person, the distribution of 
resources must allow every human 
person with what is needed for a 
full life. Isn’t this what we social-
ists are advocating for?

In his encyclical “Pacem in Ter-
ris”, St. John XXIII explained: 
“Man has the right to live. He has 
the right to bodily integrity and to 
the means necessary for the proper 
development of life, particularly 
food, clothing, shelter, medical 
care, rest, and, finally, the necessary 
social services. In consequence, he 
has the right to be looked after in 
the event of ill-health; disability 
stemming from his work; widow-
hood; old age; enforced unem-
ployment; or whenever through no 
fault of his own he is deprived of 
the means of livelihood.” (No. 11). 
Isn’t this what the Socialist Party’s 
manifesto is advocating for?

A defence of property, absent 
that context, functions to absolve 
those who own property from re-
sponsibility to those in desperate 
need. But Catholic teaching treats 
the withholding of resources from 
those in need as a failure of jus-
tice, and so private property always 
comes with a “social mortgage”.

Pope Leo XIII explained in his 
encyclical “Rerum Novarum”: 
“When there is a question of de-
fending the rights of individuals, the 
poor and badly off have a claim to 
especial consideration. The richer 
class have many ways of shielding 

themselves, and stand less in need 
of help from the state; whereas the 
mass of the poor have no resources 
of their own to fall back upon, and 
must chiefly depend upon the assis-
tance of the state.” (No. 37). Isn’t 
this what we socialists are seeking?

And what is being advocated by 
the Catholic social teaching is not 
consistent with the capitalist social 
order. Even on religious liberty, the 
Catholic social teaching is saying 
that it must also respect the com-
mon good.

As capitalists, with their reli-
gious agents, seek to accord spe-
cial recognition to Christianity or 
sections of it, the “Compendium” 
says, “Such recognition must in no 
way create discrimination within 
the civil or social order for other 
religious groups.” (No. 423).

The church’s witness to the Gos-
pel always requires (and Catholics 
must acknowledge that it often has 
failed in this) the defence of the 
wellbeing of persons who do not 
accept the Gospel, in keeping with 
the commands to love both neigh-
bour and enemy.

The purpose of the right to re-

ligious liberty within Catholic 
thought is both to make room for 
the church’s freedom to give wit-
ness to the Gospel and also to 
honour the call of God for every 
person to freely enter into com-
munion with the divine life. These 
two purposes are not at odds.

The church’s witness to the 
Gospel always requires the de-
fence of the wellbeing of persons 
who do not accept the Gospel.

The document “Dignitatis Hu-
manae”, promulgated at the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, explains it 
thus: “It is . . . completely in ac-
cord with the nature of faith that in 
matters religious every manner of 
coercion on the part of men should 
be excluded. In consequence, the 
principle of religious freedom 
makes no small contribution to 
the creation of an environment in 
which men can without hindrance 
be invited to the Christian faith, 
embrace it of their own free will, 
and profess it effectively in their 
whole manner of life.” (No. 10).

This makes it important to re-
member that Catholic teaching 
says the right to religious liberty 
“is not of itself an unlimited right. 
The just limits of the exercise of 
religious freedom must be deter-
mined in each social situation with 
political prudence, according to 
the requirements of the common 
good, and ratified by the civil au-
thority through legal norms con-
sistent with the objective moral 
order”. (No. 422).

And speaking for myself, I can 
say that the ethical values that are 
propelling my revolutionary, so-
cialist work came from my Catho-
lic upbringing and education, from 
my teachers – the Capuchin Fa-
thers, the Irish Christian Brothers 

and Sacred Heart Brothers. I would 
even say from my Christian family, 
home. 

I was taught very early in my life 
that I should not lie. I was taught 
what was right and wrong, things 
that should and should not be done. 
I remember being punished by my 
Form 1 mathematics teacher at St 
John’s Secondary School to write 
3,000 times, “Oh what a web we 
weave for ourselves when we first 
practise to deceive”. I had not done 
my homework and when asked 
about it, I lied that I had left it in 
the dormitory. I was told to go and 
get it. And immediately after I left 
classroom, the teacher told the 
class I was not going to come back 
with any homework. He asked for 
a bet on it. When I came back emp-
ty-handed, the whole class burst 
into laughter. 

I have carried these words and 
memories of that day with me 
wherever I am and in whatever I 
do. And I remind my classmates of 
this incident whenever we meet. 
That was my baptism out of lying. 

Later on, my revolutionary and 
political involvement began to cre-
ate in me a feeling of what was 
wrong, the violation of an ethical 
standard, an injustice, abuse or 
fraud. I began to have an idea of 
what was fair and unfair. I began 
to have a concept of personal dig-
nity. I think I have always had a 
sense of justice – from very early 
on – because of what I saw and ex-
perienced. 

Undoubtedly, my Catholic up-
bringing and education influenced 
me a lot. The Capuchin Fathers, the 
Irish Christian Brothers and Sacred 
Heart Brothers, inculcated a very 
strong sense of personal dignity 
in me, regardless of their political 
ideas which, quite often I didn’t 
agree with. They valued charac-
ter, rectitude, honesty, courage and 
ability to make sacrifices. 

The Irish Christian Brothers defi-
nitely influenced me with their strict 
organisation, their discipline and 
their values. They contributed to my 
development and sense of justice. 
Following that path I came to view 
abuse, injustice as unacceptable. 

If you mix ethical values with a 
spirit of rebellion and rejection of 
injustice you begin to appreciate 
and place a high value on a number 
of things that other people don’t 
value at all. A sense of personal 
dignity, honour, and duty form the 
main foundation that enables peo-
ple to acquire political conscious-
ness and a revolutionary spirit.

We socialists
believe that Christ 

was a revolutionary 
par excellence. 
His entire doctrine 
was devoted to the 
humble, the poor ... 
to fighting against 
abuse, injustice and 
the degradation of 
human beings

‘

Fred M’membe analyses the similarities 
between Christianity and socialism

Values, rebellion and 
rejection of injustice
Values, rebellion and 
rejection of injustice
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The teachings of Christ are revolutionary and completely coincide with the aims of socialists

Debt suspension
CHINA has reached agreement with 
half of the 20 low-income countries 
that requested debt suspension. The 
most anticipated agreement is with 
Angola, which owes China US$43.2 
billion (29.1 per cent of Africa’s 
debt) and could save equivalent of 
3.1% of GDP. Eligible countries for 
the agreement still spend US $92 
million per day on debt payments.

Financial Times

Sanctions hit USA
FOLLOWING US sanctions, China  
is investing in research, hiring Tai-
wanese engineers, and turning to 
Russian alliances, to develop state-
of-the-art chips without US technol-
ogy. Manufacturers have warned 
Trump, however, that the sanctions 
will hurt US industry, decreasing 
US revenue by 37 per cent, and mar-
ket share to 30 per cent.

Asia Times

Thriving Tibet
THE autonomous region of Tibet 
is celebrating the eradication of 
extreme poverty 61 years after the 
Chinese Revolution abolished La-
ma-controlled serfdom. During the 
feudal theocracy, 5 per cent of the 
population owned 95 per cent of the 
wealth, but since 1959, illiteracy has 
been virtually eradicated (95 to 0.52 
per cent) and life expectancy has al-
most doubled (35.5 to 68.2 years).

CGTN

Staying power
NINETY two per cent of US com-
panies plan to stay in China despite 
White House pressure, according 
to the US Chamber of Commerce 
in Shanghai. Almost 50 per cent 
saw more revenue growth in China 
than in the rest of the world and two 
thirds plan to maintain or increase 
the number of employees. 

Fortune

Making waves
WASHINGTON has imposed sanc-
tions on five subsidiaries of the 
China Communications Construc-
tion Company for alleged “milita-
risation” in the South China Sea. 
The state-owned enterprise is the 
largest provider of transportation 
infrastructure in the country and the 
main Belt and Road contractor.

South China Morning Post

Oil imports cut
China has cut African oil imports 
(32 to 18 per cent of total)  and shift-
ed sourcing to Middle Eastern and 
Venezuelan markets. As the largest 
receiver of Chinese loans in Africa 
(one third), Angola still supplies 10 
per cent of its oil to China, but con-
flicts in Sudan have hit production.

South China Morning Post

Nuclear powerhouse
CHINA is set to build two new nu-
clear power plants (US$10 billion) 
and increase production (42.8 to 
108GW), surpassing the US as the 
world’s largest nuclear power pro-
ducer. The country leads in wind 
and solar energy as well and is di-
versifying energy sources, but coal 
dependency has continued (57.7 
per cent of consumption).

South China Morning Post
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Defending food against hungry 
people to protect the powerful

YOUNG children often mar-
vel at an obvious contradic-
tion in capitalist societies: 
why do we have shops filled 
with food, and yet see hungry 
people on the streets?

It is a question of enormous 
significance; but in time the 
question dissipates into the fog 
of moral ambivalence, as various 
explanations are used to obfus-
cate the clarity of the youthful 
mind.

The most bewildering explana-
tion is that hungry people cannot 
eat because they have no money, 
and somehow this absence of 
money – the most mystical of all 
human creations – is enough rea-
son to let people starve.

Since there is ample food to eat, 
and since a lot of people do not 
have enough money to buy food, 
the food must be protected from 
the hungry people. To that end, 
we, as human beings, allow for the 
creation of a police force and for 
the use of violence to defend food 
against the hungry.

In one of his earliest journalistic 
reports, Karl Marx wrote of the vi-
olence used against the peasants of 
the Rhineland who collected fallen 
wood to feed their fires.

The peasants, Marx wrote, 
know the punishment – includ-
ing death – but they simply do not 
know the crime. For what reason 
are they being beaten and killed?

The collection of wood that has 
fallen on the forest floor cannot be 
seen as an act of criminality, nor 
can the basic human need for hun-
gry people to forage for food.

And yet, social wealth in a so-
ciety in which the hierarchies of 

class are entrenched is sluiced off 
to build larger and larger repres-
sive institutions, from the police to 
the military.

You would think that amid a 
pandemic, when employment has 
collapsed and hunger has risen, 
social wealth would be diverted 
from the police to erase starvation, 
but that is not how the society of 
entrenched class hierarchy works.

In July, the Food and Agricul-
tural Organisation and other UN 
agencies released a report, “The 
State of Food Security and Nutri-
tion in the World”, which showed 
that the trend before 2014 was for 
a decline in world hunger. Since 
then the numbers have climbed 
dramatically, and since the great 
lockdown they have climbed ex-
ponentially.

Repression

Half of the world’s hungry are 
in Asia, with the majority in India. 
About three billion people cannot 
afford a healthy diet. Storehouses 
of food are opened only briefly, re-
lief distributed only fleetingly.

Afflicted by the hunger pandem-
ic, when people go on to the streets 
to demand food or to defend their 
rights, they face the cold steel of 
state repression.

In August, our office in South 
Africa published dossier no. 31, 

“The Politics of Blood: Political 
Repression in South Africa”, a 
powerful text that demonstrates a 
painful fact: that the violent state 
institutions germinated by the 
apartheid era have been carried 
over since 1994 into the post-
apartheid South African state.

During the transition, “a strug-
gle waged by millions for the con-
struction of popular democratic 
power and participatory forms of 
democracy was reduced to elec-
tions, the courts, a free commer-
cial press, and the substitution of 
NGOs, now described as ‘civil 
society’, for democratic forms of 
popular organisation.

“After apartheid, independent 
forms of self-organisation and 
popular demands for more partici-
patory forms of democracy were 
frequently treated as criminal.” 
The situation has deteriorated to 
such an extent, the dossier argues, 
that in South Africa, “the police 
kill people, the vast majority of 
them impoverished and black, at a 
per capita rate that is three times 
higher than that of the police in 
the United States”. The numbers 
are stunning, the range of violence 
shocking.

In South Africa, repression 
against popular organisations – 
trade unions and shack dwellers’ 
formations – has not decreased 
during the pandemic. Almost 
300,000 people have been arrested 

in these months. Public gatherings 
have been banned, which means 
that the people’s organisations have 
had a difficult time building resis-
tance against the harshness of state 
violence.

One of the test areas is Durban, 
where the shack dwellers’ move-
ment – Abahlali baseMjondolo – 
has led land occupations, and 
where the local government has 
been harsh in its violence against 
the people in these new settlements.

On July 28, for instance, the Af-
rican National Congress-led mu-
nicipality attacked the eKhenana 
occupation in Cato Manor, a his-
toric, popularly initiated working-
class neighbourhood, which, in 
1959, had been where women such 
as Dorothy Nyembe and Florence 
Mhize forged the uprising against 
the apartheid state that began to 
win popular support for the African 
National Congress.

Solidarity

All that is forgotten now, as state 
violence was used, despite court 
orders to protect the residents, to 
evict them from their homes, their 
urban farming project, and their co-
operative that afforded them food 
sovereignty.

The eKhenana Occupation flew 
the flag of Abahlali and, as part of 
their ethos of international solidar-

ity, the flag of their comrades in 
the Movimento dos Trabalhadores 
Rurais Sem Terra (MST), the land-
less workers’ movement of Brazil.

Recently in Brazil the ruthless-
ness of state violence was on full 
display against the Quilombo 
Campo Grande community. After 
60 hours of resistance against the 
military police, the community had 
to retreat from what they had built. 

A study published in mid-July 
showed that two out of five adults 
in South Africa said that their 
households had lost a main source 
of livelihood since March 27 this 
year when the lockdown started in 
the country. The impact this has on 
starvation is dramatic, with govern-
ment policies to shield the popula-
tion from hunger being minimal.

Instead of sending out armed 
men to tear down the shacks of 
the people and uproot their farms, 
it would be far better for a state to 
work with local structures to ar-
range the distribution of necessary 
supplies. This is where things are 
confusing: the protection of pri-
vate property is far more important 
for these states than the protection 
of precious life.

“Tell the people that the struggle 
must go on,” said the Johannes-
burg factory worker and poet Ben-
jamin Moloise in 1955, before he 
was hung inside a cold prison sur-
rounded by jacaranda trees.

Tricontinental

Why do we have shops 
filled with food, and yet 
see hungry people on the 
streets? The most bewil-
dering explanation is that 
hungry people cannot eat 
because they have no 
money, and somehow this 
is enough reason to let 
people starve

Vijay Prashad

A STATEMENT by US activist 
and philosopher Noam Chom-
sky and Vijay Prashad on the 
eviction of 450 families from 
Quilombo Campo Grande:

On August 12, Governor 
Romeu Zema of Minas Gerais 
sent in the military police to 
evict 450 families from the 
22-year old Quilombo Campo 
Grande.

For three days they sur-
rounded the camp, intimidat-
ing families, in an attempt 
to force them to leave their 
land, but the landless families 
resisted.

On 14 August, using tear 
gas and sound grenades, the 
forces were finally successful. 
They destroyed a community 
that had built homes and grew 
organic crops (including cof-
fee, sold as Café Guaîi).

In 1996, the families, organ-
ised by the Landless Workers’ 
Movement, had taken over 
an abandoned sugar planta-
tion (Ariadnópolis, which was 
owned by the Azevedo Broth-
ers Agricultural Company).

Jodil Agricultural Holdings, 
one of Brazil’s largest coffee 
producers, owned by João Far-
ia da Silva, wanted the eviction 
so it could take over produc-
tion from the cooperative.

As a sign of disregard, the 
governor and military police 
destroyed the Eduardo Ga-
leano Popular School, which 
educated children and adults.

As friends of Eduardo 
Galeano (1940-2015), the con-
science of South America, we 
are especially pained by the 
eviction and the destruction.

This eviction took place a 
few days after the death of 
Bishop Pedro Casaldáliga 
(1928-2020), whose life was 
a tribute to the struggles for 
the emancipation of the poor. 
This eviction is an insult to his 
memory, the man who sang:
 
I believe in the International  
of heads held high, 
of speaking as equal to equal, 
and of hands linked together.
 

That is the way to live, 
hands linked together, not 
through tear gas and bullets 
fired at the peasantry by the 
military police.

We condemn the eviction of 
the families, and the destruc-
tion of their land and their 
school. We stand with the 
families of Quilombo Campo 
Grande.

Thami Mnyele (South Africa), untitled, pen 
and ink, Gaborone, Botswana, 1984

Families had tear gas hurled at them during eviction proceedings at the Quilombo Campo Grande in Minas Gerais, Brazil, in July
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This is our chance to meaningfully tackle hunger, disease, ignorance and 
poverty, by prioritising education, health and peasant agriculture. This is 
our chance to genuinely tackle the problems of poor water supply and 
sanitation, housing, food, roads and jobs, across the width and breadth 

of our country
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